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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Lexington Green Historic District consists of thirteen properties surrounding the Lex­
ington Battle Green. The Green itself is a National Historic Landmark in recognition of 
the encounter between the patriot Minute Men and British troops which took place there on 
April 19, 1775. Of the contiguous properties surrounding the Green, three of the existing 
structures were witnesses of that battle. Most of the remaining structures were built 
within the next half century after the close of the Revolution. Thus, the area is vis­
ually and architecturally coherent, preserving a pleasant human scale in the buildings 
which face the shaded park space of the Green. 

The commercial district bf Lexington Center begins immediately to the east of the Green 
area on Massachusetts Avenue. Design control exercised by the local historic district 
commission and beautification efforts in the midl-l960's by local architects have combined 
to keep the business center of the town compatible with the Green. 

The architectural highlight of the district is the First Parish Church (#6). Designed in 
1847 by Isaac Melvin, Cambridge architect and later partner of Ammi B. Young, this hand­
some Classical Revival building stands at the northwest corner of the Green. The main 
block is two stories high with a ridge roof. From the front of this clapboard church pro­
jects a rectangular pavilion with a balustrade above the cornice. The side walls of the 
recessed entrance portico terminate in Ionic pilasters, the capitals of which match the 
two Ionic columns defining the space in front of the door. The door is framed by Ionic 
pilasters supporting a heavy flat entablature. The four-stage steeple is made up of a 
~ctangular clock tower surmounted by an octagonal lantern, circular drum and octagonal 
spire. The front facade and the projecting pavilion are covered with flush boarding . 
L:i.ter additions include a low vestry to the rear, added in 1871 and enlarged in 1908. The 
porte-cochere over the driveway on the east side was also added in 1908. 

In contrast to the First Parish Church is the Hancock Congregational Church (i8), designed 
by Walter J. Paine of Boston and built by Dodge Brothers of Somerville in 1892-1893. The 
original building is fieldstone and is two stories with a ridge roof running parallel to 
the street. On the east end is a square, buttressed tower with a pyramidal roof. An 
archway is cut through the tower, and to the right is the recessed entrance porch with a 
double arched doorway. From the roof of the western end of the original block emerges 
an extremely wide dormer clad in green slate in which is recessed a four-part diamond paned 
window strip. Below this, projecting forward from the facade is a five-sided bay surmounted 
by a conical roof. Originally of fieldstone, the bay is now covered with stucco scored to 
look like stone blocks in regular ashlar course. Thts treatment is continued in the 1950's 
addition to the west end of the building. 

On the opposite side of the Green is the Masonic Building (#3). Built in 1822 to house the 
Lexington Academy, the original building had a tall ornamental cupola emerging from the 
pedimented end of the roof. Although this feature no longer survives, the basic two­
story block and ell remain. The roof has had its present modified hip appearance and den­
tiled cornice since at least the 1890's and possibly earlier. The tripartite division of 
che main facade, marked now by foundation-to-cornice Tuscan pilasters at the corners and 
on each side of the door, has been a permanent feature of the building's appearance. 

All three of the remaining pre-Revolutionary buildings facing the Green have been altered 
by restoration. The Jonathan Harrington House (#4) was remodeled in 1910 by owner Leroy 
Brown. Old views show a high hip roof, center entrance, center chimney dwelling which · 
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The Lexi ngton Green Hi storic District is most widely recognized as the scene of the Rev­
-olu t ionar y War e ncounter of Apr i l 19 , 1775. It is also significant as the focal point 
of t he town ' s re l igious &nd c ivic history after it was set aside from Cambridge as the 
separate parish of Campridge Farms in 1692. The area is associated with some of Lex­
ington ' s most pr ominent fami lies , notab l y t he Munroes, Harringtons, Buckmans and Meriarns. 

One of the oldest buildings in the district is the Marrett and Nathan Munroe House (#9) 
which was built around 1730 by John Munroe, one of the earliest settlers in the green 
area. The house became the home of John's son Marrett in 1737, and at the time of the 
Revolution the house was occupied by Marrett's son Nathan. 

The Harrington family was associated with at least three houses around the Green (#4, #5 
and #12). The family was established in Lexington with the arrival from Watertown of 
two cousins, John and Robert Harrington, who came to the town around 1713. The earliest 
Harrington House on the Green was occupied in 1775 by Jonathon Harrington (grandson of the 
first John) who was mortally wounded in the fateful battle of April 19. In the 1820's 
the house was owned by shoemaker-philanthropist John Augustus who endeavored to teach 
his trade to young offenders of the law and inculcate in them more socially responsible 
habits, thms establishing one of the earliest systems of probation . Later in the nine­
teenth century the house was the center of the Chittenden and Burr clock makers' works. 

Another of the earliest structures around the Green is the Buckman Tavern (#1) built aroun, 
the time the town was incorporated in 1713. It was here that the Minute Men awaited the 
arrival of the British the night of April 18-19; in the mid-nineteenth century the Tavern 
became the residence of the Meriam family. 

Also closely associated with the .;history of the town is the old Burying Ground behind the 
First Parish Church. The earliest stone dates from 1690 and later stones reveal the 
development of the art of slate-carving. Here the patriot dead were buried after the 
Battle and rested here until 1837 . when, with great ceremony, the bodies were removed to 
a new grave near the 1799 Monument on the Green. Here also is the grave of Captain Par­
ker who.Jed the Minute Men, not only on April 19, 1775, but also at Bunker Hill. 

Fron 1690 when the Parish of Cambridge Farms was established until 1846, the first Parish 
of Lexington had built its meeting houses on the Green. In 1846, after extensive refur­
bishing by architect Isaac Melvin, the third meeting house on that site burned to the 
ground. The present First Parish Church (#6), from designs of Melvin, was its replacement 

( continued 
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is five bays wide and two deep. Brown's alteration removed the old chimney and replaced 
it with two smaller ones - one to the left of center and one on the eastern slope of 
the roof. Although the fenestration remains unchanged, the doorway was altered from 
one with a simple entablature supported by pilasters to the present modillioned and den­
tiled pediment over a door with crossetted surround flanked by Tuscan pilasters. Brown 
also altered the Marrett and Nathan Munroe House (#9) in 1915, resorting to similar de­
vices. 

Buckman Tavern (#1) (HABS and NHL) was also restored in the 20th century. Restoration 
in this case was more scholarly than with the Harricgton and Munroe houses, and a genuine 
attempt to replicate the appearance of the tavern as depicted in Doolittle prints of the 
Battle of Lexington was made by local architect William Roger Greeley in the 1920's. 

Of the two other 18th century houses facing the Green, the Nathaniel Harring ton House 
(#12) is the most interesting. Reputed to be the first all-brick house in Lexington, 
it has been called the "honeymoon" cottage of the Harringtons. The main block of brick 
is five bays wide with a center entrance and a chimney at each end. The lintels of the 
door and all windows are simple granite slabs. The roof was altered in 1874 to a man­
sard, and restored to its original hip shape in 1926 by William Roger Greeley. It is 
probable that the door was modified at the same time, the fine dentil course of the con­
nice and the reeding of the frieze being more probably Colonial Revival than original. 
Later additions include the 1830 side porch and expansions of the kitchen area to the 
rear in 1920. 

The district is located within the local district known as the Battle Green Historic 
District, established in 1956 by special act of the Massachusetts legislature. 

#8: 
The first occupant of the Academy Building (#3) was the Lexington Academy, which failed 
after ten years. In 1837 Horace Mann became the first head of the state's new Board of 
Education, and one of his reforms involved the establishment of Normal Schools for the 
training of public school teachers. In 1839 the first Normal School in the country began 
in the Academy Building in Lexington under the direction of Cyrus Pierce. Pierce was 
succeeded in 1842 by Reverend Samuel J. May, aholitionist, transcendentalist, and uncle 
of Louisa May Alcott. During May's direction of the school, it continued to grow until 
it was forced to move to larger quarters in Framingham in 1844. Samuel May also served 
a brief term as minister to the First Parish Church in 1843. The Lexington Academy 
Building was occupied by the congregation of the Hancock United Church of Christ from 
18 67, when the church was organized, until 1893, when the present Hanco~k Congregational 
Church (#8) was constructed. The Academy Building was also used as a Memorial Hall, with 
shops with living quarters above, an early movie theatre, and since 1917 as the home of 

the Simon W. Robinson Lodge of Free Masons. 
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Justification for inclusion of the Visitors'Center in the Lexington Green Historic 
District: 

The Visitors' Center (Town Infonnation Center) (#13) was built in 1960. It 
faces the Green and is an integral part of the grouping of buildings in the 
district. Although a reproduction of an earlier style, the Visitors' Center 
is sensitively designed and blends in well with the rest of the area where 
visually it is not considered an intrusion. 

The Visitors' Center is a white clapboard structure with a gambrel roof and 
is six bays wide and two bays deep. There are three front dormers and a 
brick chimney slightly to the right of the center dormer. The windows have 
black louvered shutters and have eight over twelve lights. The dormers have 
six over six lights. The entrance is situated slightly to the left of center 
and has double paneled doors. 

The southeast boundary of the Lexington Green Historic District is formed by 
the Boston and Maine Railroad and Meriam Street. The land on which the 
Visitors' Center and the _Buckman Tavern stand is owned by the town and so it 
is logical to include the entire parcel in the district. 
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Massachusetts Avenue, across Massachusetts Avenue to northwest property line of 
#1932 Massachusetts Avenue, follow property line of #1932 Massachusetts Avenue 
southwest, then . southeast to intersection with property line of #1912 Massachusetts 
Avenue, continue across back line of #1912 Massachusetts Avenue to intersection 
with southeast property line of #1906 Massachusetts Avenue, follow line across 
southeast boundary of 1900 and 1894 Massachusetts Avenue to intersection with 
southwest property line of 1888 Massachusetts Avenue, follow southwest property 
line to north side of Clark Street, cross Massachusetts Avenue from north side 
of Clark Street to North side of Meriam Street. 



Lexington Green Proposed National Register District - Map Key 

1. Buckman Tavern - 1713,(HABS) - 1 Bedford St. ( National Historic Landmark) 

2. Red Cross BuilJing - Early 19th Century, put together from older components 

3. First Normal School, Now Masonic Building - 1822 - 3 Bedford St. 

4. Jonathon Harrington House, mid 18th Century - 1 Harrington Rd. (HABS) 

5. George Harrington House, 1799 - 5 Harrington Rd. 

6. First Parish Church, 1847 - 7 Harrington Rd. 

7. 1932 Massachusetts Ave. , c.1850 

8. Hancock Congregational Church, 1892 - 1912 Massachusetts Avenue. 

9. Ma~rett and Nathan Munroe House,cl730 -1906 Massachusetts Ave. 

10. 1900 Mass. Ave. - c. 1850 

11. 1894 Massachusetts Ave. - c. 1850 

12. Nathaniel Harrington House - c. 1790 - 1888 Massachusetts Ave. 

13. Town Information Center, 1960 -
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Red Cross 13uilding (#2) 
Lexington Green Historic District 
Lexington, MA {._ M Leid~~ Lt-u , ') 
Elizabeth W. Reinhardt, photograp'her 
December 1975 
10 Eliot Road, Lexington, MA 02173 

Looking at south facade and western side 
elevation. 

Photograph #2 ~•~ 
APR 5 1976 
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1900 Massachusetts Avenue (#10) 
Lexington Green Historic District 
Lexington I MA ( i I , 1 C~ :') 
Elizabeth W. Reinhardt , phot ographer 
December 1975 
10 Eliot Road, Lexington, MA 02173 

East facade and northern side elevation. 

Photograph #10 vi-1{ APR 5 1976 
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1894 Massachusetts Avenue (#11) 
Lexington Green Historic District 
Lexington, MA C \-'\ tilile~ 0tt.t) 
Elizabeth W. Reinhardt, photographer 
December 1975 
10 Eliot Road, Lexington, MA 02173 

·~ 

N&1th facade and eastern side elevation. 

Photograph #11 ~~14 APR 5 1976 





1932 Massachusetts Avenue (#7) 
Lexington Green Historic District """' 
Lexington, MA (_ M Lcid \..e_ ~ c~ ' ) 
Elizabeth w. Reinhardt, photographer 
December 1975 
10 Eliot Road, Lexington, MA 02173 

North facade and western side elevation. 

Photograph #7 ,,j, ,f APR 5 1976 





George Harrington House (#5) 
Lexington Green Historic District 
Lexington, MA (H Ldd \.e.~ L:K.J,) 
Elizabeth w. Reinhardt, photogr~phbr 
December 1975 
10 Eliot Road, Lexington, MA 02173 

southeastern facade and eastern side 
elevation. 

Photograph #5 L ' J ' -.f 
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Visitors• Center (#13) 
Lexington Green Historic District 
Lexington, MA 
Elizabeth W. Reinhardt, photographer 
November 1975 
10 Eliot Road, Lexington, MA 02173 

Facing south, looking at facade. 
Photograph #14 

: I •• 





Buckman Tavern (#1) 
Lexington Green Historic District 
Lexington, MA ( \-1 Ldd \(_~ C +tJ •) 
Elizabeth W. Reinhardt, photogrnpier 
December 1975 
10 Eliot Road, Lexington, MA 02173 

South facade and eastern side elevation. 

Photograph #1 ~ 1 '-{ APR 5 1976 
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Jonathon H1U'rington House (#4) 
Lexingt~n Green Historic District 
Lexington, MA Ll'i. ~~C-4.L. C -k_•.) 
Elizal:>eth w. Reinhardt, photogtapher, 
December 1975 
10 EliC!>t Road, Lexington, MA 02173 

South faoade and western side elevation. 

Photograph #4 ..,1,.. 1 f APR 5 1976 
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M&.so-nic Building (te:idngton Academy #3) 
Lexington G~een Historic District · 
Lexington, MA r H ~~ Cro,) 
Elizabeth W. ReTnhardt, photographbr 
Deceml:!>er 1975 
10 Eliot Road, Lexington, MA 02173 

South facade and western side elevation. 

Photograph #3 v--)- ,'{ APR 5 1978 
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ri~st Parish Church (#6) 
Lexington Green Historic District 
Lexington, MA CH LO:l\.2'54,.. CkJ,) 
Elizabeth W. Reinhardt, photog~ap!er 
Deoemli>er 1975 
10 E~~ot Road, Lexington, MA 02173 

South facade and western side elevation. 

Photograph #6 g.../,.._t y APR 5 1976 
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Hancock Congregational Church (#8) 
Lexington Green Historic District 
L . t MA ' I ' . \ I (' ' ) ex1.ng on , \ ~ 1 • ( \ ,r . 1 • -_... , : +r , . 
Elizabeth W. Reinhardt, photographkr 
December 1975 
10 Eliot Road, Lexington, MA 02173 

North facade. 

Photograph #8 

APR 5 1976 
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Marrett and Nathan Munroe House (#9) 
Lexington Green His~r~o District 
Lexington, MA t. \4 l.'1d,~~ ~ :") 
Elizabeth W. Reinhardt, ph0t0grapher 
December 1975 
10 Eliot Road; Lexington, MA' 02173 

lferth ··facade and western side elevation. 

Photograph #9 "-4---1~ APR 5 1976 
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Nathaniel Harrington House (#12) 
Lexington Green His~~ric District 
Lexingtc;,n, MA ( H td:Ue.5~ G-\,\, ') 
Elizaloe-1:h w. Reinhardt, ph<!:>tographer 
Deoeml:>er 1975 
10 Eli~t Read, Lexington, MA 02173 

North facade and eastern side elevation. 
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Lexington Green Historic District._. 
Lexingt<?>n, MA (H , ddJes~ C-f4 · ) 
Elizal!>eth w. Reinhardt, phot<:>grapher 
December 1975 
10 Eliot Road, Lexington, MA 02173 

Facing northwest from tip of Green toward 
Massachusetts Avenue and Harrington 
Road. 

Photograph #13 + 1 i APR ··5 1976 
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WITHIN NATIONAL HISTORIC LANDMARK? @ 
--, IF YES, NAME: LExmglo() ~re.~r-i 

ADAPTIVE USE; (YEs No Saved? 

FUNCTION (S): (use vbcabulary words) 

then- H1 I I ku,1j pJJ/o ~IJ.. J 1 , u· d 

SIGNIFICANCE: 

YES NO 

NO 

YES NO 

_ARCHEOLOGY -PREHISTORIC 
_ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _ CONSERVATION 
_.AGRICULTURE 

~RCHITECTURE 
_ART 

_ ECONOMICS 

XEoUCATION 
-ENGINEERING 
_EXPLORATION 
_ INDUSTRY 
_INVENTION 

_LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE lRELIGION 

_LAW/Gov't/politics _SCIENCE 
_LITERATURE 

_entertainment 

_health 

_recreation 

_COMMERCE 
_COMMUNICATIONS 

Claims 
"f' t" IrS - YES NO 

XMILITARY 
_MUSIC 
_PHILOSOPHY 
,APOLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

'' oldest'.! YEs NO 

_SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN _settlement 

_socio/cultural 
_TRANSPORTATION __urban & commun 
_OTHER (SPECIFY) planning 

''only~ YEs NO 

Harr 1ng.i.on 

j 
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WASO-166 
(August 1971) 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

TELEPHONE REPORT 

1. CALL ('}('] TO; □ FROM (Name) 

3 . SUBJE CT, PROJECT NO . , ETC. 

4. DETAILS OF DISCUSSION 

DATE 14 ~p lb 
TIME OF CALL 

AM 
PM 

As~~'1t.o llKJh-~ ~b -~~ ·w­

Aftv-~~~, "if~ -tr, ~~ ·i:;t-~ vW~ 
~1~~ 

f4.s h:J ~ p~) oh:,,,~~ ovv-d -s"t,:h:Y'l,:J- ,,,,,_~ 
~~ io ~~ , -----cr- -- ~ 

NAME OF PERSON PLACING/RECEIVING CALL 

GPO 897-848 



~33a0Aa3e/l:J ~ll}/ltca/ ~mmt~3tOA 
PAUL GUZZI 

.9:cmCV,;_? cy d e 
~ /.ll/lt t:>/ta·oaM 

.,,!),9,1 11££.t:n?~ /on !/tee/ ~3llJAJ ~~3a0Aa~e/l:J {).,,!)/()J' 

21 April 1976 

Mr. Stephen Livingood 
National Register 
National Park Service 
Department of the Interior 
18th and C Streets, NW 
Washington, DC 20240 

Dear Steve: 

/6'/~ ?.,,!}?-J'.J?tJ 

RECEIVED 

APR 2 8 197f ► 

NATIONAL 
REGISTER 

Enclosed at your request is a photograph of the Visitors' Center in the 
Lexington Green Historic District (Middlesex County, MA) and a justifica­
tion for its inclusion in the district. 

If there are any further questions, please feel free to call. ;p; yo=s, 

Judy D. Dobbs 
National Register Editor 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 

/jdd 

enclosures 



3/15/13 DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR Mail - add Lel<ington Green Historic District to NRIS (NRIS fix) 

add Lexington Green Historic District to NRIS (NRIS fix) 
l 1e .. 

Joeckel, Jeffery <jeffjoeckel@nps.goV> 
To: Edson Beall <edson_beall@nps.goV> 

' Edson, this is an old one. 

Can you data collect the Lexington G en Historic District to the 
NRIS. It was listed 4/28/1976. 

There is the Lexington Green NHL - designated in 1966. But this H.D. 
has different boundaries so it needs its own listing. 

I put the file in your mailbox. 

Since its waited 40 years, it probably not that big of a rush. 

Thanks, 

Jeff Joeckel 
Archivist, National Register of Historic Places 
jeff joeckel@nps.gov 
202-354-2225 
Website: www.nps.gov/history/nr 
F acebook: www.facebook.com/National RegisterNP S 
Flickr: www.flickr.com/photos/nationalregister/ 

https://mail .goog le.com'mail/u/0/?ui=2&i k=c064713f35&1Aew= pt&search= sent&th= 13d6faade0931201 

Fri, Mar 15, 2013 at 4:08 PM 

1/1 



(j) 
exington Green Historic District / 

{/ Q Y' v<'___._ 
..T.r-i-angre onrre by--intersections · of~~. (over) Lexingt on 

~ 
X X X 

X Same 
X X 

X 

Ci AiiCHIT[CTURE-• 

= HT--

0 HEALT • 27 

0 IHOIISTRY · IJ 
0 INVENTIO N· J ◄ 

CJ Mltll RY- B 
0 MUSIC-19 

Cl EOUCAilO -10 0 PHltOSOPI y- 20 

@f'l:ncticn.s 
WE, N H1STQRICALLY S\GH 1f iffff : Cormnunity 
CURRENTLY: Community 

@ .=.r-d,. i te<:!tu,.::;,J £ty". - r,:: Colonial, Seorgian, Federal 
and Greek Revival elements 

Q . i')~ !!,. ~--"-'[:;~ ~_,.. ... ,....,C)..~u 

PERSONA<: 

EVENTS: Revolutionary War encounter, April 19, 1775 

IN ST ITUTION H: 

teo . 

5th 

X 

X 

- ,CIE CE· 23 
LJ SllCIH HUMUITARI~ -2◄ 

X 
,..., 

iil ~] J~ a:tBr~n t1 rs: 
~!,t,r;G?Vent s ; April 19, 1775 

X 

15.87 
X 

@ m r builder: 

@ rtist: 

017 

North Atlantic 

J.Dobbs, E. Reinhardt 
X 

X 

X C ---
. ~ I 4'-1,-,,,,'s fi-6' ,,,,,.,-/ .rd .• I 

•old~.,.~ Q 

@bui der.1oont ctor: 

13~structures_..;~ eeem:'M!~rtiT"ffl~~~~h-&Qe-,e.......J.~ .a--c;.,,....j~R<e-er-bri~ :--C::-Mt,S'f~,e,H:'I~ 

surroundi ng the t riangul ar Lexington Green, and the Old Burying Ground (c. 1690); notable are Buckman 

_..,..,~""'F'l5~"11'1f'P'l';-;,c~.""i , the Georg ian Munroe ouse , and the Federal and Greek Revival First Parish Churc~~~ ,_,,J.-1--"'_ ,..._ 

Site of Revoluti onary War encount er of Ap ~ 19, 1775; ~ ~ community's s,oe!"Pl'l~ - oo-+ffrffl~'ftili-c~cea-e~ 

ec t iviti:es since· was separated from Cambridge and established as x Cambridge Fanns in 169 

meeting house--was----b-uil--t:---(e. - 1690). .-aruLth.e. nation.' s fix:SL-Norn School-was found·ed -in---t.he Academy .Building by 

_ Cy:n 1s Ri.e;J;G<e-H,i~~-;-

,eview-.,s ini t ial :s _ _ S_T _ _ d ,._~6!J./~2~0~/'....7~ ----------lii--=:m1F ADDITIONAL SPACE NEEDED, NUMBER & PUT ON REVERSE a;;::;;.:;;:;;;.:::=z:z::;;;..;.=:::;=.:::;;;~=::;;;;;:;;;;::::.;~:3 
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~ 

LE~ ri1ea mbl (',f2E.E,.J ',cr:o 1 lc> 7 · ee11. 5 I 2.3 
(Resource Name) (Reference Number[s]) (Date form completed) 

k\1Dth.~S~~ JMSS~N.c.l~l" l"~ ~~~ -
(County) (State) (Co e led by) 

STATUS: 
3. NHL t-1. MISSING_ 2. REMOVED/ _ 4.TR_ 5.MRA_ 6.OVER-_ 7.NPS-_ 8. DOE-_ 9. RESTRICTED 

DEMOLISHED SIZED UNDOCUMENTED OWNER OBJECTION -
EXPLANATION: 

1. Missing Status: Entire Folder ( ); Nomination ( ); Map(s) ( ); Photos ( ) 
Available on: Microfiche ( ); Optical Disk ( ) 

2. I I 
(Cause for removal) (Date Removed) 

\ 

3. I I 
(NHL Name, if different than NRHP Name) (Date Designated) 

4. 
(If multi-state/county TR, state/county where filed and location) 

(TR or MRA Name) 

5. 
(If multi-state/county MRA, state/county where filed and location) 

6. 
(Location of oversize file) 

7. I I 
(Current source of partial documentation) (Target Date)" 

COMMENTS: I I 
(Where found, or source of replacement) (Date Found/Replaced) 

I 


