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Name of Property

5. Classification

Ownership of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)

X private 1 1 building(s)
'x\ public-local [x] district
| public-State Q site

1 1 structure

1 | object

~x\ public-Federal

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

N/A

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

DOMESTIC: sngle dwelling, multiple dwelling,
sscondary  dructure
COMMERCE: specidty gore
GOVERNMENT: pod office
EDUCATION: school

RELIGION: religious facility, church-rdated resdence

INDUSTRY: manufacturing facility
LANDSCAPE: unoccupied land
TRANSPORTATION: road-rdlated, railroad-related

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

COLONIAL
MID-19™ CENTURY: Gresk Revival. Gothic Reviva
LATE VICTORIAN: Itdianate. Second Empire, Oueen Anne

LATE 19™ & EARLY 20™ C. AMERICAN MOVEMENTS:
Bunga ow/Craftsman

Narrative Description

Category of Property

WORCESTER, MASSACHUSETTS

County and State
Number of Resources within Property
(Do notinclude previously listed resources inthe count.)

Contributing Noncontributing

94 12 buildings
12 1 sites
3 0 structures
0 0 objects
109 13 Total

Number of contributing resources previously
listed in the National Register

3 (Blackstone Cand inMA H.D.)

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

DOMESTIC: sngledwelling, multiple dwelling,
sscondary structure

COMMERCE: specidty gore

GOVERNMENT: city hall, post office

RELIGION: reigiousfacility, church-rdated

resdence

LANDSCAPE: unoccupied land

TRANSPORTATION: road-rdated, railroad-rd ated

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)

STONE
WOOD: Weatherboard
STONE

foundation

wadls

roof ASPHALT

other

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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DESCRIPTION

LOCATION

The Centrd Stret Historic Didtrict is located in the Town of Millville, an old industria village in southem

Worcester County, Massachusetts, adjacent to the Rhode Idand border.  The town and district are bisected by
the Blackstone River where a naturd fall of water was dammed to provide power for grist mills in the 18"

century and, later, for textile manufactories, none of which remain intact. There isasmadl idand a the top of
the falls, which was the first dte of industrial development, and bridges spaming the river have been built at
this location to link the idand to the mainland. The town's two principal roads are Centrd Stredt, anorth-

south route connecting Millville with towns in Rhode Idand, and Main Street, ahighway (Rt. 122) connecting
Millville northwesterly to Uxbridge and southeesterly to Blackstone. They intersect just north of the river and
cregte a biaxial plan for the community. Remnants of the Blacksone Cand, completed in 1828, exist on the
south sde of the river, including portions of a lock built to bypessthe obstadle of the dam. The Providence &

Worcester Railroad operates on a sngle track on the north sde of the river. The village devdoped in the
narrow valley of the Blacksone River where these naturd, indudtrial, and trangportation features came
together.

PLAN OF THE DISTRICT

The historic district extends the full length of Centra Street from where it originates a& Main Stregt on the
north to where the concentration of historic village properties ends on the south. Portions of a number of
intersecting sscondary dredts are included where gppropriate, intact, historic resources ae present. These
dregts are Hetcher, Bow, Progpect, West, Chedey, and Queker. The digtrict contains 109 contributing and 13
non-contributing features, including public and commercid buildings, churches, dwellings, outbuildings,
dructures, landscgpe dements, and archeologica dtes.

The north end of Centra Street is the location of Millville's government center, which occupies the historic
Longfellow Schoal (8 Centra Street, 1850) (photo #22). This areaoccupies ashort portion of the stret
(continued)



United States Department of the Interior

Mationdl Paik Service

National Regiser of Higoric Places
Continuation Sheset

Centra Street HD
Sadionnumber . 2~ Page 2 Miiiviiie (Waroeda), MA

between the Blackstone River and the Providence & Worcester Railroad, which formsthe northem boundary
of the district. Commercid buildings once lined the west sde of the dret south of the school to the point
where Centr Street aossss the Blacksone River.  The river, the idand where industry originated in the
town, the Blackstone Cand, and other industrial featureson the both Sdes of the river are now obscured from
view by awide concrete bridge (1938) and thick foliage (photo #3-4).

South of the bridge. Centrd Street climbs out of the depresson formed by the river(photo # 1,5). Thelower
section a the intersection of Bow and Ironstone Streets developed as acommercid arean However, one of the
oldest housss in the town, the Collins Capron House (40 Centrd Stredt, cal750), survives from the pre-
industrial period on the west sde of the street. Bow Stregt pardlds the river eest of Centrd Stret ad
originaly looped back to Centrd Street dong what is now known as Progpect Stret. 1t built up inthe early
19" century with a dense concentration of one- and two-family worker houses associated with mills dong the
river. (Ironstone Street near Central Street did not develop in the same degree or fashion and doesnot contain
resources to include in the district.) Wes Stredt intersects with west Sde of Centra Street just south of
Progpect Street. 1t merges with Ironstone Street, which is the principa route leading out of the hamlet in that
direction on the south sde of the river. The dreat contains dwellings in a mix of scaes and periods that
contribute to the historic character of the district.

As Centra Strest proceads south padt the intersections of Progpect and West Streets, buildings become
resdential. The town's wedthier citizens congregated on the hillside, and their distinctive homes are digned
on both ddes of the dreet out to the southem limits of the village, where the district is terminated. Among
them is . John's Episcopd Church (49 Centra Stregt, 1850), which was desgned by architect Richard
Upjohn. (PHOTO 13) At the southern end of the district, Quaker Street forks southwesterly off Central Street.
Distinctive resdences were built on Queker Street that extended the hamlet in that direction. Quaker Stregt is
included in the district to where the landscape becomes rura in character, and appropriately, some of the few
Bungaow cottagesbuilt in Millville are located a its outer edge

(continued)
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The upland portion of Centra Street became known Millville Heights when the Norfolk County Railroad was
condructed in 1847 and a dation erected there. The building no longer exigts, but the right of way (now a
date-owned rail trail) remans as aprominent feature of the Srestscgpe. The Ste of an axe and scythe factory
is located near the rail bed on the eest dde of the dreat. Thus, Millville's elite neighborhood contained
industrial featuresinitsmidst. Chedey Stret was crested and new |lots were surveyed in 1863 for the sSingle-
family worker housesthat are located there.  St. Mark'’s Lutheran Church (63 Centrd Street, 1892), was built
by Swedish familiescomingto work in Millville's factories. Many of them resded on Chedey Street.

The Centrd Strest Historic District represents a significant concentration of historic resources within the
larger community of Millville. Natural and artificial barriers, the Blacksone River and the Providence ad
Worcester Railroad, in particular, have served to distinguish this district from the rest of the village on the
north sde of the river. The demoalition of historic buildings, recent dterations to the intersection of the
Centrd and Main Street, and the eevation of the bridge crossng the railroad have seved to exaggaraethis
spadaion. Asaresuh, asingle, unified, historic district cannot be effectively ddinested inMillville. Rather,
it is necessxy to ddineate discontiguous digtricts in the northem and southem sections of the town, and
perhaps other isolated individual properties or didtricts in other dispersed locations. The Centrd Stregt
Higtoric District is the first of these significant aress to be nominated to the National Regiger of Historic
Places.

ARCHITECTURE c& OTHERHISTORIC FEATURES

The architecture in the Centrd Strest Historic District contains digtinctive examples of buildings in awide
variety of functionsthat typify the compact plan of the small, 19"-century industrial community. Public,
commercid, industrial, religious, and trangportation-related buildings are intermingled with houses which
range from the highly daborate housss of the town's dite to the modest, multi-family dwellings of the
working dass. Also, like most communities in eesem Massachusetts, the period of significancein the didtrict
encompasses three centuries of growth and development, extending from the first documented mill Ste

(continued)
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edtablished ontheidand in 1732lo the constmction of Bungaow cottages on Quaker Street inthe 1920s A
chronologica description of the distinctive characterigtics of architecture in the district follows.

Settlement and Agricultural Period

Examples of Millville's 18" -century architecture ae scant in the town. Agriculture was the principa

occupation inthis period, and the village did not exist as a center, even though Samud Thompson's mill weas
in place on the idand, with its bridges crossng the Blackstone River, in 1732. Houses were widely dispersed

on the small farmseadsthat patterned the landscagpe. They ranged in type from the most badc single-room

dwellings, occupied by many of the town's earlies sdtlers, to the one-story Cgpe Cod house, with additiona

rooms aranged around a central chimney; to the more substantiad and pretentious, two-story center chimney

housa  Each example is a distinguishing type of the architecture of eestem Massachusetts and New England,

in generd. The oldest house on Centrd Street is the Callins Cgpron House (40 Centrd Street), a notable,

intact example of a two-story, center chimney house (photo# 9). Built cal750, the Cgpron House hes an

exceptiona pedimented entry omamented with Classca details. Two other housesinthe district, The Cook-

Aldrich House (70 Centrd Street) and the Gifford-Pitts House (83 Centra Street), gopear to have features that
aurvive from this early period, dthough they have been obscured by later dterations and decoraive
embelishments (photo# 22).

Early Industrial Period

Other sawv and grist mills began to gopear on the north sde of the river inthe vicinity of the falls during the
period, and population in the tovm grew seadily, but the gopearance of the district began to change
dramatically soon after the Revolutionary War when the industrial devdopment of the Blackstone Valey
began spreading up river from Rhode 1dand where the deveopment of mechanized spinning and weaving first
occurred in America. Essk Pitts was operating the first wool carding and spinning mill on the north sde of
the Blackstone River in 1814, while Collins Capron buih agonemill in 1825 on the south sde of the river for
the manufacture of woolen cloth. Cagpron was aso operating a grist mill on the north sde of the river a the
time. These mills functioned aong with the two or three mills on the idand and Alexander Wilson's scythe

(continued)
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factory inthe vicinity of thefallsa Millville. None of these buildings remain; however, their stes have bean
documented. Some survived into the age of photography and are recorded inthat maimer. The idand and the

river shordline where these early mills operated, as well as the remnants of their water power sysems ae
contained within the Central Street Historic District.

Devdopment of Millville's industria center of was acoderated by the opening of the Blackstone Cand,
connecting Providence, Rhode Idand and Worcester, Massachusetts in 1828, Digputes over water supply
between the indudtrialists and the cand company resulted in the cand suspending operation in 1849. It wes
replaced with the Providence & Worcester Railroad, which was completed in the sameyear. A portion of the
cand is dso included in the Centra Strest Higtoric District. The cand is dreedy listed on the Nationa
Regider as the Blackstone Cand Higtoric District.

Manufacturing enterprises multiplied in Millville during thisperiod. The Idand Mill was erected by William
Capron and others in 1835 to produce satinet. Blackstone mill magnate We come Famum purchassd all the
exigting mills on the idand in 1845 and erected anew brick factory there. These growing busnesses atracted
increesang numbers of workers to Millville, leading to an unprecedented period of house constmction to
accommodate them. The most common is the duplex or sami-detached house.  These houses contain two
living units within a single building, usudly in a Sde-by-9de plan. In most cases entries are paired inthe
center of a six-bay faBade, but there are some examples of shared single entries and sgparated entries a the
outsde comers of the faGade. The dwelling aress are small, sddom more than one room wide and two rooms
degpand 12 gories inheight. Light was supplied to the attic goacesby windows in the end eevations. Flans
vary according to the location of entries, the length of entry passages and the placement of gairs.

In the district, most of the examples of this early industrial worker housng are located on Bow and West
Streets. Bow Street was one of the earliest locations of residential development because of its proximity to the
woolen mills on the south sde of the Blackstone River. Four examples of the duplex house described aoove
aurvivea 6,14, 21 and 23 Bow Stredt, (photo #7) Other house lots on Bow Stret have either lost their

(continued)
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building or contain later types of workers cottages. A larger example of a multiple-unit resdence is located
a 15 Bow Strest, (photo # 6) It is composed of two 1 Vi gory,five-bay,center-entrance units atached a their
ends Itislikely that this building originated as a four-family house. The Tucker Duplex (4 Centra Strest,
1831-54) is another early multi-family house in the district. This two-story dwelling is located on the north
dde of theriver. A Vi gory, sx-bay, four-family houseislocated on 11 West Street and provides an example
of the larger tenements that were dso built in this early industrial period (photo #11). There are other
scattered examples of early industria housing in Millville on the north sde of the Blackstone River and will
be evauated as part of potentia historic districtsin that part of the town.

A significant group of houses on Centrad Stredt reflects the remarkable success of industria and commercid
interets in Millville. Two prominent resdences are visibly intact to the early industrial period and ae
assodaed with the principal manufacturing families. Certainly, the mog daborate house is the Gresk
Reviva-style Edward Hall House (5 Centrd Street, 1831-54), with its colossal Doric portico. At the opposte
end of the district is the Gifford-Pitts House (83 Centra Street, 1831-54), a large house with two facades a
pedimented gable end facing the dreet and a more traditiona five-bay center entrance faBade facing the
gaden. Itis dso unusud inthe district because of the string of dls and outbuildings connected to it a the
reer. (PHOTOS 19 & 22) Examples of samdler scae dwellings built between 1831 and-1859 in the Gresk
Reviva tagte include the Hall House (67 Centra Street), asmall Classica cottage with large Sde ell; and the
Wilson House (46 Centra Street) and the Aldrich House (66 Centra Street), both of which are two-story
dwellings with their front gables endosed as pediments. Some of these houses dso gppear on the Sde dreets,
auch as the M2 dory, Sde-gable Capron House (25 West Street, 1831-54) with five-bay faBade, center entry
and bold comer pilagters, and an unnamed front-gable house with sde dlsa 20 Wes Streat (1831-54). (photo
#12) The reorientation of the faBade of the house to the gable end to provide the gopearance of a Gresk
portico was a significant changeto occur in the architecture of the region. Frequently Gothic Revival features
were incorporated into the Classca form and organization of the facades and roof lines. This is mog
pronounced in the White House (71 Centra Stret) and the Kidd House (64 Centra Stret) where dep
rooflines and cross-gable dormers on the faBades bregk up the otherwise rectilinear lines of the houses The

(continued)
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Gothic styleis ds0 echoed in the cross-gable and bay windows on the faBade of the Benson House (60 Centrd
Street).

Numerous churches were built on the south sde of the river as the industrial community expanded. St. John's
Episcopd Church (49 Centrd Stredt, 1850) (photo #13) was buih for the mill owners and ther peas

Industridist Edward Hall was insmmentd in the condtruction of the sone Gothic edifice, desgned by
renowned church architect Richard Upjohn. Further down the hill, a Reform Church was built in 1833 a 35
Centra Strest on the comer of Bow Street. A Presbyterian Church was built in 1838 on Progpect Stret, then
the upper leg of Bow Street. Both were places where the mill workers worshipped; neither of them remains
The two-gtory, brick Longfellow School (8 Centrd Street, 1850) was built a the northem end of Centrd

Street, which was in the center of the most densdy populated section of the town and within the working dass
community from which the town's sudents came, (photo # 2) In 1822, the Millville Hotel was opened on
Centra Street on the dte of the presant post office. William Wilson, who resided a 39 Centrd Street, wes
gppointed pogmeader in 1827 and gpparently operated the pog office from that location.

Railroad Era

The Providence and Worcester Railroad replaced the Blackstone Cand in 1849. It was laid through Millville
on the north sde of the Blackstone River. TheNorfolk County Railroad wes condructed two yearsearlier and
it dso followed the route of the cand. It ran south of the river through Millville and crossed Centrd Stret
beow Wes Street.  Its route resulted inthe destmction of Pearl Street, and all but one of the smal houses on
this dreet were ether demolished or moved to other locations in the town. The Lewis House (54 Centrd

Street, 1831-47) remains in place dthough Pearl Strest hes been reduced to a smpleright-of-way. A small,
VA dory cottage, it is adistinctive representative example of a single-family worker's dwelling that existed
prior to the railroad. A wood frame station with board-and-batten siding was erected on the north sde of the
tracks a the crossng. An historic photograph is the only record of this building and its Sgn announcing
"Millville Heights' as the stop. Thisline was later leased by the Boston, Hartford & Erie Railroad, which ran

(continued)
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it for many years. The deam-powered Mansfield Scythe Factory was built north of the tracks and eedt of the
depot in 1871. The building was converted to a woolen factory in 1877, and it bumed in 1888. The BH&E
and its successors, including the Grand Trunk Railroad, are all defunct and the right-of-way is now owned by
the Commonwedlth of Massachusettsand functions as arail trail.

Therailroad era reflects the maturation of industrial and community development in Millville, even though the
local economy was experiencing a decline and depresson was not far off. Architecture inthe historic digtrict
represents this period as well. The hard, Classica lines of the Gresk Reviva tagte were being softened by

more organic and picturesque forms and ornament.  The flat, orderly facades of older houses were textured

and enlivened by bay windows, projecting comices, and decorative embelishment. Examples of Gothic

Revival desgn in the district gopeared earliest and have dready been described in reference to . John's

Episcopa Church and the Benson House. The Gothic tagte continued to be expressad in aross gables added to

the facades of existing housss and the transformation of gable ends from Gresk pediments to pointed

pinnacles. The Benson House (60 Centra Street, 1831-54) and the WhiteHouse (71 Centra Street, 1831-54)

ae examples of the changesthat occurred to existing houses

The Kidd House (64 Centrad Strest, 1870-87) was built inthe Picturesque Gothic Style, and it is quite Smilar
to the existing housss dtered to the style snce the traditional center-chimney, center-passage and front-gable
dde-entry plans and forms remained popular. The Itdian Rendssance was an dterndive tade that

emphadzed sde-gable facades and bracketed cornices. The Cook-Aldrich House (70 Centrd Street, 1831-54)

is an example of this design orientation, and the Gifford-Pitts House (83 Centra Street, 1831-54) digplays

brackets on the raking edge of the gable end facing Centra Street as well as afully-developed Itdianate febade
on its south, garden devation, (photo #22) Smdler houses on the dde dredts, such as . John's Parsonege
(8 Ousker Street, 1857-70). the Pitts House (12 Quaker Stredt, call870) and an unnamed house on 20 West

Strest (1831-57) were dso decorated in a Picturesque fashion. The French Renadissance tagte wes a less

popular design choice, but just about every 19" -cantury industrial community contains one or more examples.

Millville isno exception with the large two-story Mann House (16 West Street, 1831-57) and the

(continued)
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Sheman House (52 Centrd Street, 1857-70) as didtinctive surviving examples with their characteridic
mansard roofs, (photo #12) After 1850, nearly every new and existing building received some degree of
Picturesque ormament that diminished the visual impact (end datedness) of the earlier Gresk Reviva tadte,
while retaining the traditional formson which it was based.

Later Industrial Period

The Orienta Worged Mills operated in the old scythe factory were a new industry introduced in Millville to
counter the effects of an economic decline occurring in the wool manufacturing busgnessesin the tovwi. The
LanvTaonce Felting Company gopeared in Millville a this time and purchased many of the remaining mills and

water privileges on the river and began producing lining for rubber garments and footwear for the Woonsocket
Rubber Company. Within a year the company erected a large new brick building on the north dde of the
Blacksone River. Soon it became the dominant enterprise in Millville, taking over mogt of the edablished

manufacturing Stes on the north and south sde of the river and the idand. 1n 1882, the Woonsocket Rubber

Company built a new brick factory in Millville, and together the two rdated companies were the principa

economic forceinthe village. Both companieshad received generous tax abatementsto lure them to the town
from Rhode Idand. Only one building survives from this extensve manufacturing complex, and it is outsde
of the district. Yet, within the district, there are archeologica resources remaining on the portions of the
Lawvrence Felting Company's facilities dong Centrd Street neax the river, and numerous buildings survivein
the digtrict that were erected during the boom yearsof the mbber company.

The northem end of Centra Street, on both sdes of the river, developed as a commercid district during this
period. New housing accommodating the increase in factory jobs was built in previoudy undeveloped aress
on the south sde of the Blackstone, notably Banigan City - A complex of company-owned worker housing
located on an extenson of Progoect Stret eedt of the didtrict - (this areais discontiguous to historic district
and will be conddered for nomination in a sgparate project) and Centra Street evolved as a sarvice area for
this expanded population. A short dretch of soreswas built on the north sde of the river near the Longfellow
Schoadl (8 Centra Street, 1850, 1881), which was enlarged in this period, (photo #2) New commercid

(continued)
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buildings gopeared on the south dde of the river between the bridge and Prospect Strest. The old Cgpron
House was flanked by these buildings on the west dde of Centrd Street; Willard Wilson built a new
commercid building on his family's property on the eest Sde. The defunct Reform Church & Bow Street was
a0 converted into adore a thistime. These new buildings were three- and four-story frame buildings with
dores on the dreet level and gpartment dwellings inthe upper sories. They were conceptudly related to the
Three- and Four-Deckers being built in larger industria towns a the time, such as Providence, WWoonsocket
and Worcester, but they were more sgparated and omamenta than the mass-produced norm in the cities.
Many of these buildings have been lost to fires, but the few that remain are digtinctive examples of this
architecture as important landmarksto thisera of Centrd Street's devel opment.

The mogt intact example of this architecture isthe Moran Block (44 Centra Stredt, ca 1890), which retainsits
dorefront and gpatment entrance on the north sde of the feBade. (photo #10) Located on the comer of

Centrd and West Stredts, it digplays two prominent dapboard-sded eevations. The front hes pairs of oriel

windows on the second and third gtories above the storefront. A broad band of vertical siding between the
soond and third gtories and a secondary dore entrance relieves the massve sSde devation. The rooflineis
embdlished with a degp eave that is omaniented with scroll-sawn braces where it cantilevers over the front
window bays. An historic photograph shows that the roofline was further detailed with aturned baugtrade on
the principal eevations. The Conlon Block (36 Centrd Street, ca.l890) ™ d the Wilson Block (37 Centra

Street, ca.l890) are smilar though less daborate.  Both have front gable roofs and store levels that are built
into brick basaments exposaed due to ther hillside location. The Conlon Block hes an upper-story oridl like
those inthe Moran Block. A fourth building of this type survives intwo-thirds of its original scde, the third
floor having been dedroyed by fire inthe 1960s The O'Gara Block (38 Centrd Stredt, ca.l890) dso hes a
brick ore level on the doping street and oriel windows on the sscond floor. A sSde gable roof with dormers
hes been built in place of thethird story, which hes dtered its gppearance.

Charles H. Hetcher buih alarge store block south of the Longfellow School sometime between 1836 and 1898
and extended the commercid section of Centra Strest up towards Main Strest where aparald ssquence

(continued)
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devdopment had been occurring. The loss of this building to fire inthe 1960s was a devadtating lossto the
community. Hetcher built a sone water tower behind the block to supply it and his other houses was
reveded. Now without its omamental conica roof, the Udor Tower (from a plague in the tower; from the
Gresk word for water) hes become a town symbol and a curiosity for visitors who often believe it to be an
ancient relic, (photo #2) Hetcher moved his eccentric Stick Style house to a location behind the Tucker
Duplex a 4 Centrd Street to make room for the commercid block. There it joined two other fanciful cottages
he had desgned and built. Fetcher Avenue was cregted to provide aooess to these buildings once the dore
block was completed. It dso provided access to the Longfellow School. The Hetcher House (6 Hetcher
Avenue, 1877-86) and the two Hetcher Cottages (15 & 17 Hetcher Avenue, 1877-96) ae remakable
examples of original, exuberant architecture crested by one of Millville's more prominent (and colorful)
citizens during its heyday years, (photo # 24)

New houses were built towards the south end of Centra Street during this progperoustime. Some new lots
were cregted for this purpose as property owners subdivided large properties existing from Millville's more
mral days. Some houseswere built for the town's elite and somefor itsworking dass. As hes been obsarved
in even larger industrial towns, the line between economic and socid dassesis sdddom a firm or fixed one
Still, following the pattem of earlier periods, more substantiad houseswere erected on larger-Central Street lots
and the more modest housing was concentrated aong the dde dreats. On Centra Stredt, these buildings
assumed the large and complex formsof the Quean Anne Style with complicated roof and wall planes replete
with dormers, bays, and porches. The Holt House (61 Centrd Street, 1887-98) is atall, hipped-roof block
with projecting gable bays canted comers and a wrap-around porch. The Bowes House (72 Centrd Stredt,
1898-1902) hes a rectangular hipped-roof mess with multiple projecting bays dong its laterd walls, a large
centra gable dormer on the faBade, and a wide front porch. The Bowes-Buckley House (80 Centrd Stredt.
1898-1909) hes a large, two-story, side-facing geble roof punctuated with a high-roofed dormer and three-
dory comer tower. A third Bowes House (9 Ousker Street, 1898-1909) in the compound a the comer of
Centrd and Queker Stredts is a more conventional square, two-story block with a hipped roof; it is
distinguished with ahuge wrap-around porch with Classicd ornamentation, (photo #20) Itisvery smilar to
(continued)
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its neighbor, the Mansfield House (84 Centrd Street, 1831-1854), which is dightly more daborate with a
rounded bay onits dde eevation.

In 1863, Stephen Aldrich filed a survey of lots dong a new dreat intersecting with the west 9de of Centrd

Stregt just north of Quaker Street. The new gret was named Chedey Strest and about 12 |ots were cregted

for houses By thetime Richard's 1898 alas of Worceser County was published, each of those lots supported

a hou2 By some means of devdopment as yet unknown, the houses were built to nearly identicd

specifications of scde and gopearance. The housss that today survive on Chedey Street are V2 dory, front-
gable, single-family worker cottages with full-width front porches ad reer ells. Most now have acquired

detached garages Ore or two ae s&t back a the rear of their lots, but the majority are located a the front

edges of their lots and create aunified drestscape that isdistinctive in the district (photos# 17 & 18). During
this period, enough of the houses were inhabited by Swedish families to have the sreet remembered as an

ethnic enclave. Thiscommunity is further represented by the nearby exisence of . Mark'sL utheran Church
(63 Centra Street, 1892), which was built by the Svedesliving inMillville. (photo #15)

The Woonsocket Rubber Company and its subsdiary, the Lawvrence Felt Company, were absorbed into the
U.S. Rubber Company, which was formed by the merger of a eight American mbber companies in 1893.
There had been various labor disputes with the company during the previous decade, and shortly after the
merger production had dowed to where more than 1200 Millville workers were idled. In spite of the
economic instability, Millville sgparated from the Town of Blackstone and created its own town government
in 1916. The indgpendence was short lived. U.S. Rubber dosed its plants down in 1929, and when it wes
granted subgtantia tax abatements for its vacated property, the town was forced into bankmptcy. From 1933
to 1945, Millville was under the supervison of the sate Municipal Finance Commission. These blesk years
have left their mark on the town and the historic district. The generd economic decline and depresson causaed
the failure of many busness establishments in Millville. When the Municipal Finance Commission foreclosed
on properties, the buildings were frequently demolished, usualy due to -the distressed condition they hed
reeched by that point. Asaresult, anumber of significant historic buildings, such as the Reformed Church
(continued)
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(ste, 3B Centrd Street, 1833), commercid buildings on Centrd Streat a the river, factory buildings dong the
river, and worker housesson Bow Strest werelod.

Few improvements were accomplished during this period. The present bridges sopaming the Blackstone
River, Cand and the Idand were congmcted in 1938. Its wide, concrete desgn served to obscure the
cormection between Centra Strest and the river and its industries. This bridge is now deteriorated and plans
ae underway to replace it. New constmction in the higtoric district was limited to three Bungdow Style
cottages built a 21, 25 & 33 Oucker Sreet inthe 1920s, probably before the municipa bankruptcy in 1933
(photo #21). With the exception of a number of devadtating fires, few dramatic changeshave occurred in the
district ance the end of its period of significancein 1953. Virtually al evidence of the extensve devd opment

of mills and factories has been leveled, and commercid buildings have generdly changed to dtemative uses
however, the resdentia aress of the historic district have survived essentidly intact. Economic dagsin the
town, though contributing to property neglect, deterioration, and the introduction of non-historic materids in
the treetment of exteriorfini shes,hes prevented wholesde redevdopment.  1n 1966, the town cdébrated its
fiftieth aamiversary with public events and a smdl publication. This event marked the town's official

recognition of historic preservation.
Archaeological Description

While no ancient Native American Stes are recorded in the district, Stesmay be present. Two Stesare
located in the generd area(within one mile) including one site (19-WR-102) Environmenta characterigtics of
the district represent severd locationa criteria (dope, soil drainage, proximity to wetlands) that are favorable
indicators for many types of Native stes. Thedistrict includes severd well drained, level to moderately
doping terraces, knolls and other landforms located within 1000 feet of the Blackstone River. All of Millville
and mogt of its neighboring towns are part of the Blackstone River drainage that flows southerly to
Naragansett Bay in Rhode Idand.

(continued)
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In spite of the high potentid for the presence of ancient Native American resourcesin the district, the potentia
for locating significant Native resourcesis moderate. Intensive industrial and residentia deve opment
preclude the survival of larger types of Native American resources such as bese camp and village type Stes.
Impacts related to constmction of mills, resdences, railroads, cands, roadways, power-line corridors and other
utilities would have had an adverse effect on most ancient Native American resourcesthat may have been
located in the district. Find soots, amdler type stes, fragmented portionsof archaeologica stesincluding
degply buried artifact concentrations and truncated features may survivewithin the district, however, it is
doubtful larger, NR eligible Stes survive. Most larger Stesand many smdler stesthat existed within or
extended into the district have been essentidly destroyed.

The presence of historic archaeologica resources has bean documented in the district and ahigh potentia
exigs for locating additional potentia resources. Documented historic archaeologica stesinclude severd
contributing resourcesin the National Regider listed Blackstone Cand Historic and Archaeologica District
that extendsthrough the Centra Street Historic District dong the southem shoreline of the Blackstone River.
Contributing resourcesin this areainclude severd features south of the Blackstone River and eedt of Centrd
Street assodiated with the Stone Mill Site (MLV-HA-2), an industrial complex active from ca.l 780 to 1970.
No sanding smctures remain onthe site, however, severd foundations and raceways are reported. NR
contributing features associated with the Stone Mill Ste include an early 20 century concrete gate Smcture
that controlled the flow of water into the cand, an overflow chamed (ca 1825) associated with the Collins
Cagpron Mill Site that includes a possible turbine site and the remains of wooden gatesa the cand end, the
Centra Street Stone Arched bridge (ca. 1830) over the cand, and awell-preserved section of the Blackstone
Cand including dry laid sonelined banks (ca. 1828). The head race of the mill becamethe north end of a
trenched section of the Blackstone Candl.

Recent archaeologica reconnaissance and intensive surveys conducted for the Millville Bridges Project
(Timelines 1999, 2001) have d <0 located documentary and surface evidence for acomplex milling history on

the Idand Site (MLV-HA-1) located in the Blackstone River benesth Centra Stret Bridge. Deed research hes

(continued)
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located evidence of three 18" century grist mills located on the idand, beginning in 1732 and lasting in
operation until ca 1857. Primary research has do indicated that awoolen mill was in operation from ca
1857 to ca 1870, later than the ca. 1814 date previoudy known. Field survey of the idand located masonry
evidence of aflume, afilled-in keysone, and probable 19" century foundationremains. Limited field testing
a0 located foundation rocks associated with one of the early grist mills and Sfratigraphic evidence assodated
with the razing of al stmctures after 1903.

Severd historic archaeologica steshave dso been recorded in the district with less supportive documentary
or field evidence than the Steslisted above. The ScytheWorged Mill Site (MLV-HA-5) was occupied from
1871-88 in the area south of Hope Street and west of Centrd Street. The deam powered Mansfield Scythe
Factory operated a thislocation from 1871-77. The company was then was converted to worsted woolen
manufacture by Booth and Kidd of the Oriental Worsted Company until it bumed in 1888 and was not rebuilt
or replaced. The Hetcher Site (MLV-HA-7) was occupied from gpproximately 1831-1898 in the areanorth of
the Blackstone River, south of Hetcher Strest and West of Centrd Stret. The Site was the location of the
Charles H. Hetcher home and later his dmg store. The Lawrence Felting Site (MLV-HA-3) was a0 occupied
fromca 1780to ca 1970 onthe north bank of the Blackstone River, eest of Centrd Street. Thisdte
represents an important component of the village'sindustrial history. Mot of the Ste gppears to lie outsde
the Centra Street Historic District, however, some portions of the complex, possbly its water sysgem may
extend into the district.

Potentiad historic archaeologica resources, usudly identified in sscondary sourcesmay do exist in the
Centrd Street Historic District. Residential, commercid, religious and industrial Stes dating from the 18"
through 20* centuries may exist dong the entire Central Street corridor, outlying stregtsand dong the
Blackstone River. Stmctural evidence and occupationd related features dating to the district's pre-industria
agricultural period may exist anywhere in the digtrict, especidly aong the Centra Street corridor. The Collins
Capron House (ca. 1750) at 40 Centra Street survives from thisperiod. Homes were widdly dispersed on
amdl farmsteads during most of the 18¢ and early 19* century period. During the 19¢ and 20* centuries,

(continued)



United States Department of the Interior
Nationa Paik Sarvice

NationalRegister of Higoric Places
Continuation Sheet

Centra Street HD
Sctionnumber . Z ~ Page  ih— Miiiviiie (Waroda), MA

svad homes are reported to have been lost in the digtrict, especidly to fires. Unfortunately, potentia
resdential stesfromthis period have dso yet to be documented. All but one of the smal houses that existed
on Pearl Street were moved or demolished for constmction of the Norfolk County Railroad after 1849.
Multifamily homes are more common throughout the 19¢ and 20* century period. Commercia buildings, no
longer extant, were reported to line the eest Sde of the Sreet infront of the Longfellow School (1850) a 8
Centra Street.

Mogt potential 19* and 20* century historic archaeologicd dtesin the digtrict were cregted after 1929 when
U. S Rubber closed, Millville went bankrupt and the tovra came under the supervision of the Municipal
Fnance Commisson (MFC). Whenthe MFC foreclosed on properties, buildings were frequenfly demolished,
usualy due to neglect and the distressed condition they had reached. Potentid Stesthat were demolished
during this period include the Reform Church (1833), located a 35 Centra Street, severd commercid
buildings & Commercid Streat a the river, factory buildings aong the river and worker houseson Bow

Street. A large store block built sometime between 1885-1895 in front of the Longfellow School on Centra
Street was logt to fire in the 1960's. Other important 19* century buildings lost in the district include the
Presbyterian Church (1838) on Prospect Street, the Millville Hotel (1822) on Centrd Street a the Ste of the
present Pogt Office, and the Norfolk County Railroad Station (1847) on the upland portion of Centrd Stret

known asMillville Heights.

(end)
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STATEMENT OF SGNIHCANCE

The Centra Street Historic District is significant as an intact and distinctive architectura and archeologica
aeainthe Town of Millville, MA that represents the development of the industrial community from when
the first grist mill was built there on the Blackstone River inthe early 18 century to the era of the town's
recovery from the closure of its mills inthe mid-20”™ century. The history of Millville parales that of many
industrial towns in the Blackstone River Valley, which is generdly acknowledged to be the cradle of
mechanized textile manufacturingin America. The town center contains the location of one of the first mill
gtes on the Blackstone River, as the falls there were harnessed to power a grist mill operated by Samud
Thompson in 1732. The mill was built on anaturd idand a the falls and initiated further development and
soeculation in industry over the next two centuries. Out of this the village grew and prospered (or not) with
the édb and flow of indugtrialists fortunes. One of the earliest woolen mills in the region was esablished in
Millville by Essk Fitts in 1814. Numerous ventures followed as manufacturing facilities expanded aong
both banks of the river and crowded the smdl idand. Graduadly, these enterprises were consolidated into
larger and larger entities, still producing woolen textiles, and Millville evolved into a company town. During
this period, Centra Street grew as aresdentiad areaon the south sde of the river. Endaves of multi-family
worker housing were built up dose to the river and the indudtries as the loca dite erected large, stylish
homes on the "heights' farther south. Typica of industria villages, while socid dasses were clearly
edtablished, physica divisonsinthe community were lessdistinct. The historic district reflectsthe complex
agoects of separation and interaction of dite and working dassssin Millville. Although it was essentidly a
one-company town for mogt of its history, worker housing was built by loca speculaors rather than the
companies themsdves. Thisresulted in more diversity inthe plan and architecture of the district and hes left
aremarkable cataog of working- and dite-class houses alike, especidly for atown of Millville's Sze.

The Blackstone Valley was atrangportation corridor as well as an industrial waterway. Significant fegtures
of the Blackstone Cand (1828-1849) and two railroads intersect with Centra Street and are contained in the
(continued)
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higtoric district.' Expandgon culminated in 18382 when the resdent wool industry, the Lawrence Fdt
Company, merged with the Woonsocket Rubber Company, which was lured to open ahuge plant in Millville
by generous tax abatements The Lawrence Felt Company supplied felt liners for the rubber footwear
produced by the Woonsocket Rubber Company.

In the employment and economic boom that followed, a commercid zone developed on Centra Street where
it crossed the river, and new building types were introduced. In addition, degant new housss ad
comfortable, single-family worker cottages gppeered in the "heights’ section of the district. Yet Millville's
economy and socid rdationships were quite undable.  Strikes, shut-downs, cut-backs and lay-offs were a
regular part of life, egpecidly after 1893 when the Woonsocket Rubber and Lawrence Felting Companies
joined six other nationa firms in creating the U.S. Rubber Company. It was sscond only to the B.F.
Goodrich Company in production. Josgph Banigan, the presdent of Woonsocket Rubber Company, wes the
driving force behind the merger and took the helm of U.S. Rubber. Millville became a pawn in hisgloba
venture, more than 1200 employees were laid off in the period that followed. In spite of this troubled
condition, Millville sgparated from the Town of Blackstone and organized its own town government in 1916.
The rubber plant closed its doors in 1929, and after winning a huge settlement in an assessment reduction
battle with the town, it left Millville's treasury in bankruptcy. The Commonwedth of Massachusetts created
a Municipa Fnance Commission to adminiger the assets of the town in 1933, and it remained in control
until 1945. This ea is represented in the district by the decline of the commercid sector and the demolition
of foreclosed buildings ordered by the commisson. In 1938, large concrete bridges were built acrossthe
river obscuring the historic industrial and transportation Stesaong the river and the idand. The U.S. Rubber
Company and the Lawrence Felt Company complexes were lost to fire. Millville hes gradudly recovered
from the blesk years following the departure of its industry and hes revived as aresdentid community for
workers lining the Providence-Worcester corridor. The significance of its history can be discerned and
interpreted through the industrial archeology, the surviving cand and railroad feetures, and the domedtic and
(continued)
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commercid architecture that reates the devdopment of the community from the mid-18"" century to the
present.

BACKAERAND

SETTLEMENT OF THE SOUTH PARISH, TOWN OF MENDON

The earliest settlement of Europeans in Millville is assodaed with the granting of the large tract Mendon
tract in 1667, but permanent occupation did not begin occurring there until 1700 or later. Inscriptionson
ealy gravestones in a Millville cemetery indicate that family burias were occurring there in the early 18"
century. Thiswas dso the time that town records document Samud Thompson building a grist mill on the
idand in the Blackstone River that is now under the Central Street bridge. The industrial potentia of thefalls
a Millville was recognized early, well before mogt other Stesdong the river. Thompson bargained with the
Town of Mendon, of which Millville was then apart, to build abridge from the idand to the north Sde of the
river if he agreed to maintain the bridge he hed built to the south sde. Thus, it is dso documented that
Centra Street exised as a southerly route from the river. With the mill and crossng in place, the ste
dtracted more industrial endeavors, and Millville became a processng center for agricultura for the region
between Uxbridge and Blackstone, which was known as the South Parish of the Town of Mendon. The
Blackstone River flowed completely through the South Parish, which distinguished it congderably from the
northem section of the town.

The Southwick family first settled of the westerly dde of the South Parish, inwhat is now Millville, and the
name remaned prominent in the historic district into the 20" century. Other early families, notably the
Bensons and Darlings, are identified more with Chestnut Hill on the north sde of the river. Collins Cgoron
edablished afarmjust south of the river on the west dde of the road leading from the mill. The two-gtory,
center-chimney house he built there (40 Centrd Street, cal 750) remans as the only landmark of the 18*-
century era of the district's history. It is assumed that similar dwellings were goaced dong Centrd Stredt,
fronting degp farm lotstypical of the regionin that period. Asfarmsmultiplied across the rolling, loamy

(continued)
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landscegpe south of the river and through the sony uplands on the north sde, Cgpron built a second grist mill
eedt of Thompson's mill and the bridge on the north Sde of the river. This endave on the Blackstone
emaged as the agrarian community's trading center. Medtinghouses were built farther north, towards the
Mendon town center, but the attraction of the river could not be denied.

INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT IN THE BLACKSTONE VALLEY, 1790-1845

Once English prohibitions on colonia manufactures evgporated following the Revolutionary War,
enterprising industridists in Massachusetts and Rhode Idand quickly capitaized on the power potentia of
the Blackstone River. In 1790, Samud Sater re-tooled an old fulling mill in Pawtucket, Rhode Idand to spin
cotton thread, and by all accounts, introduced the first mechanized sysgem of textile production to America
His suoccessled himto build anew factory in 1793, which today is a the core of the Sater Mill Historic Site
in Pawtucket. It was not long after that textiles manufactured from wool, cotton and silk were being
produced in small towns throughout the Blackstone Valley. Providence merchants were investing heavily in
the industry, and their influence goreed up into Massachusetts all the way to the river's heedwaasin
Worceder.

Millville was no exception. A fulling mill was built on the idand dong sde Thompson's grist mill during
the lagt years of the 18" century. Alexander Wilson operated a saw mill and a blacksmith shop on the north
dde of the river, and began making axes and scythes in 1808. This industry grew to be a mainday of
Millville's economy in various locations and different ownerships after Wilson's degth in 1842. The Wilson
family settled on the road leading south from the bridge (39 Centrd Street), and they were active citizensin
the town. Willard Wilson was the town's first postmeaster. The post office was opened in his housein 1827.
In 1814, Essk Pitts erected a smdl building near Capron's grist mill in this developing complex of indudtries
on the north sde of the river where he utilized water power for carding and spinning wool. Thisfacility hes
bean sad to represent the first woolen mill on the Blackstone River, even though Fitts then took the thread to
a shop on his farm where it was woven into cloth. Pitts continued the busnessuntil he died twenty years

(continued)
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later, taking his son-in-law, Mases Buffum, into partnership in 1823. Collins Cgpron erected a new done
mill on the south sde of the river, eadt of the bridge, in 1825. Severd dories high, it contained what may
have been the first mechanica looms in the town. It does not gopeear that cotton textiles were ever produced
in Millville. By 1835, a sainet factory was built on the idand and operated by Messs Thayer ad
Fairbanks.' 1t was known as the Idand Mill. Wool remained the sole raw materid for manufacturing there
until rubber was introduced in 1888.

The continued growth of industry in the Blackstone Valley relied on improving transportation between

sources of supply and markets.  In this region. Providence, Rhode Idand was the port where raw cotton

arrived and the commercia center where finished cotton and woolen goods were sold. The Blackstone River
was not navigable, particularly after dams were congtructed to power mills, and roads were poor. A plan to
build a cand between Providence and Worcester, Massachusetts ws first introduced in 1796. However,

Bogon merchants and date politicians rgected the idea of linking Worcester and other Commonwedth

towns to Rhode Idand. 1t was proposed to build a county road between Uxbridgeand Blackstone, but the
Town of Mendon opposed building it due to similar fears. Millville's Esek Pitts promoted it until it was
finally undertaken in 1825. Pressure to build a cand perdsted until the Blackstone Cand was opened in

1828. It paraleled the Blackstone River and connected the industrial towns in the valley from Worcedter,
Massechustts to the Narragansett Bay. Industridistsin Providence, Rhode Idand, led by Nicholas Brown,

financed the congruction of the waterway. Brown and Thomas P. Ives, another cand promoter, were
partners in the Blackstone Manufacturing Company, indicating that one of the main premises of the waterway
weas to convey raw materids and finished goods more efficiently between Blackstone and Providence

Ironically, the cand closed twenty years later amid disputes over competing interests between the mills ad

the cand company over water supply. It was replaced by arailroad.

(continued)

' Sdinet is an imitation sdtin. SAin is aweavein whidi wap threeds interlace with filling threed to produce a amoath-feced fabric,
(ref. Webgter's Severth New  Collggiate Dictionary)
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The Blackstone Cand is an integra part of Millville's river corridor. Boats traveled on an open dretch of
river south of the town before entering the cand on the south sde of the river.  Inthis section, boats were
lifted by a lock over the falls and dam a the idand. The cand passad under the Centrd Street bridge ad

boatsre-entered the river again upsream. Connected as it was to two sections of the river, the cand formed a
sscond, sSzesble idand downgream of the falls. It was on this idand that Collins Capron's woolen mill

became thus located, as well as other factories that would be condructed in the future. Surdy, the cand

contributed to the early years of Millville's industrial development and played a role in the siting of new

buildings. 1twas an important link for the town with Providence, as well as the rest of the Blackstone Valey

indugtries. Agriculture inthe region dso benefited from the cand. Manufacturing facilitiesin Millville and

Blackstone cregted a strong demand for wool, and shegp-rasng was a significant component of loca farm

production. Famers a0 raised cattle and hogs and produced dairy products, fruits and vegetables for

market, which was greatly expanded by the cormection of the Blackstone Cand.

The 1831 magp of the Town of Mendon illustrates the extent to which Millville had deveoped and that the

community was, indeed, known by that name by that date. The course of the Blackstone Cand is indicated,
& well as the two idands in the river. The amdler, naturd idand is Stuated upstream from the bridge.

Centrd Street is shown in place from its intersection with the County Road (now Lincoln and Chestnut

Streets) south to the towrn/date line. Quaker Street is shown forking of f to the southwest, but no other

intersecting dreet is depicted. It islikely, though that Bow Street existed a thistime. Buildings assodated

with Essk Pits, Moses Buffum, and Alexander Wilson are identified on the north 9de of theriver. A number
of locations are ddineated south of the river, including the resdences of industridists Collins Cgpron,

Sephen R. Thayer, and Albert Fairbanks. Willard Wilson's.house and pog office are depicted and the farms
of two Southwicks, one with atan yard. Representations of documented indudtrial Sites are absent from the

map, suggesting that other features, such as tenements may have dso been left of f Inaddition, the Millville

Hote (1822) is not identified; this may have been where many mill workers boarded. Two churches

gopeared south of the bridge shortly after the date of the map. The first church building erected in Millville

(continued)
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was the Methodist Reformed Church, which was located on the esst Sde of Centra Street & Bow Strest.
Although demolished in 1938, photographs of this distinctive Federd Style building survive. It was devated
on ahigh brick basament out of which a sore operated in the 1880s after the church moved out and that
section of Centra Street became a commercid area In 1838, a Presbyterian medtinghouse was erected on
the upper portion of Bow Street (now Progpect Street). It was later taken over by a Methodist Episcopd
Church that had sgparated from the reformed church. This building bumed in 1993. Early settlersin the
South Parish were moslly Quekers who atended the South Uxbridge Meeting or Presbyterians who
worshipped in the medtinghouse on Chestnut Hill. The new people atracted to the mills brought new
religious idees and ingtitutions with them.

While independent tabulations regarding the production of these early manufactories inMillville do not exi<t,
an 1837 report on the datus of industry in the Town of Mendon provides some indication of the extent of
industridization along the Blackstone River. According to the report, there were eight cotton mills with 13,
914 spindles, employing 207 mdes and 206 femdes, consuming 474,000 |bs. of cotton, and producing
3,003,000 yards of cloth a avadue of $251,410 ($323,400 of capitd invested); and four woolen mills with 12
s of machinery, employing 71 mdes and 62 femdes- consuming 330,000 |bs. of wool, and producing
305,000 yards of cloth a& avaue of $324,000 ($113,000 of capitd invested). Millville and Blackstone were
the only manufacturing centers in the town. While cotton production was concentrated in Blackstone, a

Szedbleportion of the wool gatigtics camefrom Millville.

A FACTORY TOWN: CONSOLIDATION OF WOOL MANUFACTURE, 1845-1877

The soene changed dramatically in Millville in 1845 when Blackstone wool manufacturer Wecome Famum
took over the factories in town. Wecome Famum was bom in 1795 in Uxbridge. Hisfather, Mases Famum,
a Quaker, owned a farmgtead north of the Friends Meeting House there. At age nineteen, be worked first a
the Whitin Mill in Wrentham, Massachusetts, and then as an overseer & the Belfont Mill in Pawtuxet, Rhode
Idand. In 1822, he and his brother Darius rented goece and water power in a\Woonsocket Falls mill where

(continued)
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they ran two sats of cards and looms.  For five years they made high quality wool satinets a this location,
making a profit'of $16,000 and effectively began Woonsocket's woolen industry. In 1825, the Famum
brothers purchased land and water rights and built amill on the Blackstone River just north of WWoonsocket in
Masssechusetts  Their wood-frame"Red Mill" went on to produce fine satinets renowned in the region. The
mills expanded and company tenements formed the new village of Waterford, which later became
Blackstone. The Famums opened their "Green Mill" in 1828 and the red brick "Mammoth Mill" in 1836.
Hard times followed the Panic of 1837. Darius Fanam died in 1840. Then in 1845, Wdcome Famum
purchased the entire water privilege a Millville including all the industrial buildings, tenement housssad
outbuildings on the dtes. He raised the dam doubling the water power. Famum renovated the existing
Collins Cgpron Stone Mill on the south sde of the river and built anew brick building eedt of it, in which he
ingaled 15 satsof woolen machinery. He operated the other busnessesas well, and becameamiillionaire.

His woolen business was the largest operation in sole ownership inthe United States. 1t is dso notable that
Millville became a one-company town with Famum consolidating the diverse indudtries dong the river into a
sngle enterprise. Yet this occurred a a time when Famum was evidently growing disenchanted with
manufacturing and withdrew his attention from the busness, tuming his sghts to railroad building. The
Providence and Worcester Railroad opened in 1849 servicing Millville as aregular sop. 1t wes largely a
Rhode Idand enterprise; an extenson of the Blacksone Cand Company organized by many of the same
Providence capitaists who incorporated the Blackstone Manufacturing Co. and the cand. Chartered in 1844
and opened in 1847, it provided convenient and economicd trangport for towns and companies formerly
saved by the cand, and it didn't compromise water rights.

Wecome Famum built a paralel line inthe same year, which he named the Norfolk County Railroad. The
Norfolk County line initially went eest from Blackstone to Bogton, then west to a terminus in Thompson,
Connecticut, which was completed in 1855. Famum's god was to extend the railway to the Hudson and then
to the Erie, Pennsylvania, cod fields. When thislarger schemefailed to attract investors, Famum bought

(continued)
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controlling interest inthe Providence and Worcester Railroad. He was voted presdent of the company and
devoted increesng amounts of his time and fortune to that busness In 1855, the first cod-buming
locomotive in Americawas introduced on the line, but by this time, Farnum's woolen business, drained by
excessve expenditures in ralroads, had failed. By 1857, Wdcome Famum was financially mined. The
Boston, Hartford & Erie Railroad acquired the Norfolk County Linein 1867, and ironically, Famum's vision
of linking New England with the Permsylvania cod fields was later redized. Famum, who died in 1874 a&
age 78, would have watched this happen. The BH& E went bankrupt in 1870, and the old Norfolk County
Line became pat of the Boson-New York "AirLine" under ownership of New York & New Englad
Railroad. The New Haven Railroad acquired itin 1895.

In 1854, Famum's interest inMillville's water privilege and mills was sold to Edward S and Charles E. Hall,
and the production of woolen satinet continued in Millville. By this time, the south sde of the river had
grown into the principal resdentia area of what had become a subgtantia mill town, with Centra Street as
the axis. Szeeble new homes built by the woolen mill's owners and management filled the wide goeoes
between earlier farmsteads, and an urban plan began to develop. Mill worker housing incressed, as well, but
while it remained concentrated aong the river, new endaves gopeared dong Sde dreets pardlding the
Norfolk County Railroad line. A late 19"-century photograph of the dreet contains a view of the railroad
dation (now demolished) with a sgn announcing "Millville Heights" a further indication of the stylish,
resdential neighborhood it had become. Stylish dwellingswith their gable fronts omamented in the Gresk
Reviva tagte were built dong Centra Stret beyond West Street, where the older Cgpron and Wilson houses
still commanded the dregtscgpe Examples, such as the Wilson House (46 Centra Street) and the Aldrich
Houe (66 Centrd Street) are characterigic of the style having their gable ends endosed with a fiill
entablature to cregte a pediment and prominent trabeated doorways. The Gifford-Pitts House (83 Centrd
Street) was desgned in this way, dthough a& an even grander scde. The epitome of Gresk Reviva-syle
domedtic architecture inMillville was mill owner Edward S Hall's house (5 Centra Street) on the north Sde
of the Blackstone. This large house hes afive-bayfaBade with a colossal Doric porch. It left no question as

to who was the economic leeder in the community.

(continued)
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At mid-century, the nationalistic symbolism of the Gresk Reviva syle had been mitigated by a more
picturesque taste that revived earlier Gothic and Renaissance imagery. The popularity of this less pretentious
and naturalistic architecture was, in part, a Romantic regponse to the impact of industriaization on lifeand
the landscgpe.  Thus, the presence of Gothic Reviva-style dements in houses on Central Street, such as the
Benson House (60 Centrd Stredt), the Kidd House (64 Centrd Street), and the White House (71 Centrd
Street) enrich the architecture of the district. They ae d<0 telling indications of the broader socid ad
desgn significance of Millville's dite houses 1nthe same way, the Itdianate-style features of the Cook-
Aldrich House (70 Centrd Street) and the Classcd omament eaborating the Greek Reviva-syle form and
entablatures of the Gifford-Pitts House (83 Centrd Sirest) represent the effects of the revived interest in
Renaissance decoration. To a lessar extent, the French Renaissance style was dso popular, paticularly its
mog distinctive characterigtic: the mansard roof The historic district contains two examples, the two-story,
ftily devdoped Mann House (16 Wes Street) and the smpler, one-story Shamean House (52 Centrd Street).

Worker housing dso multiplied in thisperiod. A certain amount of these dwellings were owned by the Halls
& part of the mill property, but maps from the period following 1850, indicate that worker housing in the
district was ds0 owned by a number of other industridigts, busnessmen and red edate goeculaors in

Millville. The Southwick name gppears earliest and most frequently on many properties on Bow, Progpect

and West Stregts.  The Southwick family was one of the first property owners in the South Parish, and 100
yeas later, they were evidently developing and managing tenant housing. When the Atlas of Worcester

County was published in 1870, Dr. H.D. Southwick was the principal individual identified with thesered

edaeholdings. On later maps, the Southwick name diminishesin the district and other names, such as Kidd,

Aldrich, Thayer, and Hetcher gopear with some frequency. James Kidd was co-owner of the Orientd

Worged Mill in 1877; Emory P. Aldrich, Adam Thayer, and E.D. Thayer were three membas of a
partnership that took over the woolen mills following the Halls' bankmptcy in 1873; and Charles H. Hetcher
was agore owner and red estate speculator.

(continued)
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Most of the surviving worker housing inMillville are two-family dwellings, athough those built for four and
more familiesaso exist. The oldest houses are 1 '/2-dory buildings with two living units aranged end-to-end.
These houses ae located predominatdly on Bow Stret dose to the Ste of the woolen mill. There are dso
duplex houses on Bow Stret where the living units are aranged Sde-by-sde, with the gable end oriented to
the dreet. There is no uniformity in the type or siting of these housss as usudly occurs 1n company-built

housang, particularly later in the 19" century. This variety reinforces the evidence that the houses were
planned by different builders a differenttimes. There are two housesthat gopear to remain from the period

of the Southwick ownership & 14 and 15 Bow Street. The first isaone-gory building with two units end-to-

end, eech with atwo windows and an entrance on the front elevation. This house is similar in gopearance to
other worker houses located a 6, 21 and 23 Bow Street. The second houseis larger with twofive-bayunits
connected a their ends. Basad on the other examples, this building ether contained four dwellings for
workers or two larger homes for superintendents or other individuals ranked higher in the factory work

hierarchy. The Bow Strest housss ae significant examples of early worker housing in Millville and ae
important contributing dements of the plan and architecture of the community that developed dong Centrd

Street in the 19" century.

Some larger multi-family dwellings were built in Millville in this early period, such as the two-story

Harkness House (11 West Street), but as the century progressed, the trend was towards separating living units
into detached sngle dwellings rather than consolidating them into tenements. The goece that exiged in

otherwise mral Millville encouraged smaler-scded, scattered worker housing, and even then, tenements
were conddered unhealthful and unpleasant. 1n a smal town where dasses were more likely tointermingle
more frequently and agreegbly, such distinctionsin the physica and socid scdesof housing would have bean
undesrable. Sde dregts were laid out and the community developed in a more conventiona mral pattem.

Secondary housing aress grew in amore random manner on less vauable property peripherd to the principa

axis of Centrd Strest and the extent of the indudtrial village grew outward as more workers nesded to be
accommodated. Thus, new residentia dreets, such as West and Pearl Streets, had an unplanned gopearance

(continued)
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and arange of housetypes quite unlike Bow Street. Pearl Street was essentidly obliterated when the Norfolk
County Railroad was condructed. Accordingto loca lore, its plain, single-family dwellings were moved to
other dreets, dthough the lone remaining house (54 Centra Street) now tucked behind Centrd Strest
provides an indication of the type. Similar houses were digned on Chedey Street following the mapping of
lots there by Stephen A. Aldrich in 1864. These smadll, front-gable houses on narrow |ots are digtinctive
examples of affordable housing built on speculaion by the town's moneyed dass for the working dass
Aldrich was in investor in the wool industry and had married into the Southwick family. Maps and desds
indicate that the house lots were distributed among the elite and houssswere rented until later inthe century.

The differentiation of house types in the historic district and the range of architectural styles gppearing on
Centrd Stret housss built in this mid-19™" century industrial period represents a maturing of the town inits
economic and socia organization. Other events occurred that reinforce this condition. S, John's Protestant
Episcopa Church (49 Centra Street) wias organized on May 14, 1849. Typicaly the denomination favored
by the elite dasses of the mill community, this church was no exception. Edward S Hall was ingmmenta in
the formation of the parish and contributed more than half of the $12,000 constmction cogt of the sone
church, which included plans from noted church architect Richard Upjohn. The church was completed in
1850 and consecrated in 1854.

Millville's two school digtricts were consolidated in 1850, and a portion of the present Longfellow School (8
Centrd Street) was erected north of the river, opposte Edward S Hall'simposing resdence. It was named in
honor of the poet Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, dthough accounts vary as to why. 1t has been reputed thet
Longfellow's popular poem "The Village Blacksmith™ was ingpired by Cdeb Taft of Millville, adthough this
relaionship is not documented in any Longfellow sources However, due to this association, the smithy
dtracted Henry Ford's attention, and the anvil and other equipment were removed and ingtalled in the
blacksmith shop a Greenfield Villagea Ford's musaum in Dearborn, Michigan. Records do show that the
poet contributed books to the Blackstone Library, which to someis amore likely cormection. Loca maeson
Danid Smmons is bdieved to have built the brick school building.
(continued)
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MILLVILLE'S MODERN INDUSTRIAL PERIOD: WOOL TO RUBBER, 1877-1933

From the very beginning, Millville's industrial economy was dways turbulent. There were periods of lay-

offs, work stoppages, bankmptcies, and droughts that brought machinery to a hat, sometimes for months a a
time. The unpredictable nature of the manufacturing busness in Millville probably limited the extent to
which the town expanded and prospered, athough the histories of other Blackstone River Valley towns, even

the larger ones, are not that dissmilar. After about 17 years of operation, Edward and Charles Hall'swool

enterprise was serioudy in debt. They had mortgaged the property to New York City depatment dore
magnate A.T. Stewart, and in 1871, he foreclosed. The mill shut down leaving many of Millville's citizens
unemployed. A partnership was formed by Harrison Bliss, F.H. Dewey, Adam Thayer, E.D. Thayer, ad

Emory P. Aldrich, all of Worcester, that purchased the property and water privilegein 1872. Theldand
facility on the south sde of the river was leased to James Smith who reopened the mill in June 1873 after 18
months of idleness. It produced wool cessmeares™ Power on north Sde leasad to Josgph W. Preston who
used it for production of shoddy and flocks.* The old Caoron grist mill was lessad to Charles M. Childs.
Immediately after the mills reopened, a sarious drought had dowed the mills to three-quarter time by
November 1873. To meke matters worse, the old gonemill built by Collins Capron in 1825 (Millville'sfirst
textile mill) bumed the following Febmary. Three men lost their lives and thejobs of 250 workers went up
in smoke. Thistragedy was exacerbated by agenerd depresson inthe region. Low prices, reductions in the
e of products, and overstocked markets forced dowdowns throughout the Blackstone River Vdley. In
addition, a county commission deemed the dam Wecome Farnum built in 1845 was stmcturally unsound.
Their judgment was confirmed when the dam broke in October 1875. The breech was quickly patched ad
dissgter was averted; however, it wasjust one of many distressing events. The Woonsocket Patriot reported,
"Millville ssamsto be an unfortunate village. Hres and failures, failuresand fires, have marked its history

for many years™*

N Cassmare isasmooath twilled usudly wool fabric. Twill isatextile weave in which the filling threads peass over one and under
two or more warp threadsto give an gopearance of diagond lines, (ref. Webster's Severth New Collegiate Dictionary) » Hock is
woolen refuse used for stuffing furniture and mattresses Shoddy is afabric often of inferior quality manufactured wholly or partly
from reclaimed wool, (ref Webger's Severth New Collegiate Dictionary)

" Flock iswoolen refuse used for stuffing furniture and mattresses Shoddy isafabric often of inferior quality manufactured wholly
or partly from reclaimed wool, (ref Webger's Severth New Collegiate Dictionary)

* Quoated in Joe Doherty, " A History of Blackstone: 1820-1900," in Bladcstone, Massachusetts A Town History Through 1995,
Thomas J. Bik, ed. (Blackstone: Blackstone Historical Commission, 1995), p 66.
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During this period, the Mansfield Scythe Works and machine shops, which opened dong the railroad tracks

on the eedt 9de of Centrd Street in 1872, kept fiill hours. Otherwise, Millville was out of busness H.S.

Mansfield's Scythe Works was described in the September 1874 issue of the Boston Commercia Bulletin.

The egtablishment operated out of a new building 350 feet long and 30 feet wide and was powered by a 100

h.p. Corlissgeam engine (which iswhy work there was unaffected by the drought). Connected to the factory
was a machine shop for manufacturing Seam engine and water whed regulators, spindles, rings and other

cotton machinery. The factory produced over 84,000 scythe blades and over 100,000 hay knives and com

knives per year. Mansfield employed 75 workers. These works had bean rdocated from Smithfield RI where

the proprietor had been engaged in this work for 27 years continuing a busness etablished by his
grandfather. Mansfield built a large house and greenhouse a the southem end of Centrd Strest (now 84

Centra Strest).

Redlizing that the town's declining wool industry nesded a bood, the Town of Blackstone, which was
organized when the South Parish separated from the Town of Mendon in 1845, enticed busnessesto rdocate
in Blackstone and Millville with tax incentives. Beginningin 1878, new companies would receave fixll tax
abatemat on all improvements for five yeas™ This inducement was devised after the Idand factory
complex and water privilege was sold in 1877 to Josgph Banigan and Lyman A. Cook, patners in
Woonsocket Rubber Co. A large new factory was constmcted on the north sde of the Blackstone River and
equipped with eight pickers, thirty-eight sngle woolen cards, and five sets of double felt cards for the
manufacture of felt for boot linings. The Lawrence Felting Co. supplied linings to the Woonsocket Rubber
Co., one of the largest producers of rubber footwear in the United States  The opening of this mill quickly
revived the economy of Millville. In the same year (1877), the Mansfield Scythe Works closed. It was
replaced by the Oriental Worgted Mills, which produced cassmeres with four sets of machines. Co-owner
James A. Kidd resded a 64 Centra Street and served as a Blackstone sdectman in 1879 and 1883. The

(continued)
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Lawrence Felting Plant superintendent M.1. Bowes moved into a house on Centra Street a the comer of
Quaker Stret, in the midgt of other industrialists.

The lure of Blackstone's tax abatement program was too enticing for mbber king Josgph Banigan toignore.
In 1882, the Woonsocket Rubber Co. built ahuge modd facility eedt of the Lanvrencefelt plant. Banigan was
an Irish immigrant from Providence, Rhode Idand. In 1860, & age 21, he got ajob working for a
manufacturer of mbber bottle soppers in Boston, where he was soon named manager when the business
reorganized as the Goodyear India Rubber Bottle Stopper Company. Banigan retumed to Rhode Idand
where he founded in 1866 the Woonsocket Rubber Company with two partners. Their initial products were
the mblber parts for washing machine wringers. Shifting to mbber boots and footwear, the company boomed.
Banigan quickly became the largest individual importer of mbber inthe United States, and he mede fi-equent
tripsto Brazil where he bought hisraw materias.

Millville recouped its economic vitality with the gopearance of the Lanvrence Felt Co. and other amdler
factory budnesses in the late 1870s, but when the Woonsocket Rubber Co. plant opened in 1882, the town
experienced prosperity it had never imagined possible. .Scores of new  houseswere built for the new workers
moving in to fill the demand for postionsthere. Banigan erected twenty new two-family houses on the south
dde of the river opposte the plant (discontiguous to the Centrd Strest Historic District), and that area
became known as "Banigan City." Similar houses ingpired by the modem plan and design of these dwellings
began gopearing in the vicinity of the factory on the north sde of town, too. There were some significant
changes on Centrd Street during this period as well. New constmction took place a the lower end of the
dregt that crested a commercid area for the large community that had developed on the south sde of the
bridge. With the constmction of the mbber plant, two residentia zones had developed in Millville, oneon
the north sde of the river and one on the south. Lotswere cregted on the old Capron and Wilson properties
and inthe vicinity of the bridge, actudly extending over to the north 9de of the bridge. The Sreatscgpe took
on anew, lessresdentia, gopearance. Storeswere incorporated into existing buildings: the old Reformed
(continued)
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Methodist Church, long snce abandoned by its congregation, was converted to agore. New buildings, such
& the Conlon, O'Gara, and Moran Blockson the west Sde of the sreet were desgned in the manner of the
three-deckers becoming popular as working dassdwellings in the larger Blackstone River Valey towns from
Worcedter to Providence. Stores were accommodated on the sret level.and housing units on the upper two
floors. The Conlon Block (36 Centra Street) istypical of early examples of the type with its front gable and
smple decoration, while the Moran Block (44 Centra Street) indicates the extent that omamenta desgn was
incorporated to later embellish thesebox forms.

Although the number and architecture of working dass dwellingson the Sde dreets remained essentidly
unchanged inthis lae- 19" century period, the town's renewed prosperity was well-expressed in the homes of
the ovmers and managers on Centra Strest.  New Queen Anne-style houses were built & 61, 72 and 80
Centrd Stret. H.S. Mansfield's mangon a the south end of the district (84 Centra Street) hed been taken
over by the Lawrence Felting Co. by 1896 and rebuilt inaClassca Revival desgn. A similar, though more
modest version of the house was built on the same property facing Queker Stret for company manegematt.
Thus, Centra Street itself developed adiversity of dassand satuswith factory managars and professonds a
the south end of the drest mixing with grocers, saloon-kegpers, boot-makers, cutters and other mill workers
living & the north end of the drest. Chedey Strest had become an endave of Swedish workers form the
mbber factory a thistime and &t. Mark's Lutheran Church was built by them in 1892.

In 1888, the Longfellow School (8 Centra Street) wes enlarged. At thistime, local entrepreneur Charles H.
Hetcher owned mog of the Centrd Street frontage eest of the school as well as a Sore he oparaed a the
intersection of Chestnut Hill Road and Lincoln Street and numerous renta properties on the north 9de of the
river. Hetcher had moved to Millville from New Hampshire sometime before 1850, and he had bean
amasing property in the tovm, likely during the period of the town's depresson. His sdf-designed home
wes located in front of the school. The eccentric Stick-Style building was matched by a pair of cotteges he
built a the rear of the lot aong the Providence & Worcester Railroad right-of-way. Around 1886, Hetcher

(continued)
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purchesed the lot north of his, moved his house to the reer of this lot, and erected a large gore block to

capitdize on the growing commercia activity occurring on Central Sireet neer the bridge. He dso erected a
done water tower, inwhich he embedded a name block inwhich "UDOR" is carved, and it hes been known

& the Udor (the Latin spelling of the Gresk word for water) Tower ever .ance. The dore building burned in
the 1960s leaving the tower as a prominent landmark and a local curiosity in front of the school. The

Hetcher houses reflect the enthusaam of & lesst one man for the vitality and prosperity of Millville inthe

period following the opening of the Woonsocket Rubbber Company in the town.

This euphoria was short-lived, however. In Febmary 1885, less than three years after the plant opened,
workers were informed that they would receive pay reductions of 10 to 40 percent! Laborers immediately
went on strike and formed aunion.  Strikers retumed to work three weeks later after Banigan threatened to
dose the doors and wak awvay from Millville; a the same time the company fired as many as 40 union
sympathizers. Upon leaming this, all union rubber workers again |eft their benches and waked out. The
company hired scabs who were harassad and driven from town by strikers. The strike continued through the
ummer, but many workers had retumed to work by October. The union hed failed to win concessons.
Reddance to managemant abated and the factory avoided more dismptive labor disputes  In-1893, the
Woonsocket Rubber Co. consolidated with eight other domesic mbber manufacturers to form the U.S.
Rubber Company, the second largest producer of rubber products after the B.F. Goodrich Company.

Josgph Banigan led the merger and wes dected the company's first president.

Representatives from Millville petitioned the Town of Blackstone in January 1916 to separate and establish

thelr own govenmient. Among the reesonsfor this action wes thet Millville had established its own ssparate

socid and religious centers, that itsindustrial economy was independent from the rest of Blackstone, and that

Millville wes not fairly represented in Blackstone town meetings. When the Blackstone selectmen voted to

reduce spending, Millville felt that services were cut in their community. The town paid to connect

Blackstone to the Woonsocket water sysem but would not alocatefiindsfor improvementsinMillville. The
(continued)
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final straw was when the expense of laying sdewaks in Blackstone was expected to be home by the entire
town. The Massachusetts Legidature endorsed the petition, but the govemor vetoed the initial legidation.
The legidature was forced to override the govemor's objection to support Millville's desre for autonomy.
On May 21, 1916, acrowd of 10,000 persons paraded in celebration of Millville's creation.

The town's indgpendence lagted bardly more than adecade. The loca factory economy dowed after the First
World War, and the effects of the Depresson were experienced early in the Blackstone River Valey. U.S
Rubber closad its Millville plant in 1929, which devagtated the community. Adding insult to injury, the
company gpplied to have its tax assessmant lowered, Snce the factory was no longer in operation. The town
redized that to lose its mogt significant taxpayer would creste havoc with its finances. When denied by the
Town of Millville, the company gppeded to the Massachusetts Board of Taxes and won its case. The town
was directed to remburse the tax it had collected from the rubber company, which forced it into bankmptcy.
A municipa finance commission wes cregted by the Commonwedth to administer Millville's finances.

Important changes occurred aong Centra Street during the eeven years Millville was under the supervison
of the municipal finance commission, but they were not entirdly positive ones  New construction during the
Depresson wes & a standstill in Millville. Although three new Bungaow-style cottages were built by
resdents on Quaker Street in the 1920s, people were abandoning buildings rather than constmcting them.
Unemployment was extremdy high. Stores and busnesses closed; vacancy rates increased. Many of these
buildings were old and in some disrepair, such as the old Reformed Methodist Church on Central and Bow
Stregts that hed been converted into a gore in 1884 and from thence known as Smith Hall. The store wes
dosad in 1931, and after foreclosure, the municipa finance corporation ordered it demolished. Thus,
Millville's first church building wes razed in 1937. Other commercid buildingsin that areaof Centra Stredt,
& well as dsawhere in the town, were razed under smilar circumgances.  However, the mgjority of the
historic buildings dong Centra Street were spared this fate. In addition, a new concrete bridge wes
congmcted gpanning the river and idand in 1938. Thisproject was intended to remove an-obsolete
(continued)



United States Department of the Interior
Nationd Pak Savice

NationalRegiger of Higoric Places

Continuation Sheet central street HD
Millville (Worcester), MA

Sectionnumber 8§  PageS

trangportation stmcture fiindamerital to restoring the town's economic hedth. 1n 1944, the date restored sole
goveming power back to the town government.  With the coming end of the Sscond World War, the town's
economy shifted fiirther avay from the traditional industrial base. Millville could no longer provide jobsfor
mogt of its resdents, who were forced to find work in neighboring towns. « Spurred by the increased damand
for housing following the war, Millville, like scores of other industrial towns inthe region, began the gradud
but inevitable transition to a bedroom commimity. This condition has contributed to the preservation of the
higtoric district from that period to the present. The distinctive 19" -century homes of the town's indudtria
and busness dlite, as well as the modest, affordable dwellings of the working dass have continued to sarve
their functions and retain the historic plan and gppearance of the community. The mills, factories, ad
railroad facilities have all bumed or been demolished, but on the south sde of the Blackstone River, the long
history and significant moments of Millville are still discemable dong Centrd Street.

Archaeological Sgnificance

Severd higtoric archaeologica resourceslocated in the Centrd Street Historic Digtrict fiilfill Criterion D for
their potential to yield important information in the settlement and industrid history of the Central Stret
Village and Town of Millville. The location, integrity and significance of those resources has been
documented. Other historic archaeologica resourcesin the district remain to be thoroughly documented.
The latter resources potentially survive and have the potentia to contribute strongly to the district's
sgnificance. Ancient Native American resourcesmay survive in the district and may contribute information
related to early pattems of land use in the areathat focused on environmenta resources, especidly those
assodaed with the Blackstone River. Native American resources might aso contribute an example of the
pre-colonia role that the Centrd Street areaand Millville played within regiona transportation and

socio/economic systems

(continued)
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Since pattems of ancient Native American settlement in Millville are poorly understood, any surviving stes
could be significant. Ancient Native Stesin this areamay contribute important information relating to
Native American subssence and settlement pattemns within the Blackstone River drainage, particularly in the
trangitional zone between the coadd lowlands and Worcester Flateau uplands. Native settlement in this area
may focuson larger Stesaong the Blacksone River, possbly a the confluenceof tributary sreemsfrivers or
a fall lines, which includes the district area. These Stesmay in tum be rdated to larger Stesand/or core
aress dong lower portions of the Blackstone River towards Narragansett Bay to the south or towards the
Charles or Neponsat drainagesto the northeast.  Ancient Native American Stesin the district locae may
contain important information that helps to undersand the seasond, fiinctional or socid interrelationships
between dtesin thesedrainages. Potentia Native Stesin the district may dso contain important information
that indicates the local and regiona socio/political impact of native socia groups in these drainages and how
these rd ationships changed through time. Thisinformation may help test commonly held beliefs pertaining
to riverine drainage settlement  hypotheses.

Historic archaeologica resourcesin the district havethe potential to contribute strongly to the district's
sgnificance inavariety of ways. Many resources, including those associated with the Stone Mill Site (MLV-
HA-2) are dreedy listed under criterion A, C, and D, as contributing parts of the Blackstone Cand Higtoric
and Archaeological District NRDIS 1995). Other resourcesremain to be fully documented. Numerous
questions could be addressed from the diverse and in someingtances largely intact archaeologica remans in
the district. Severd topics ssam gppropriate including the relationship between the Centra Street Village and
larger industrial centersin Blackstone, the concept of village self-sufficiency versusinterdegpendence and the
relationships between agricultural and industrial growth. Many known, expected and potentia historic
archaeologica resourcesin the district await precise documentation of their location, integrity and ressarch
potential. The locations of other archaeologica resources, however, have been precisdly identified and
sufficient documentation exists to support their integrity and indicate their potentia for research. Giventhis

information, the digtrict is significant under Criterion D, primarily for itsassodiaions with the Blackstone

(continued)
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Cand and industrial dmctures located neax the cand. The digtrict isdso significant under Criterion D for its
asociations with industrial resources onthe Idand Site (MLV-HA-1). Additional historical and
archaeologica research may dso document Criterion D level significancefor many of thedistrict's
resdential, commercid, industrial and water - power related Stes.

Archaeologica survivalsrelated to the Blackstone Cand can miake important contributions towards an
underdanding of the district's significance. Numerous reseerch questions could be addressed from the cand
prism (towpath, cand trench, embankment), that survivein the vicinity of the Stone Mill Ste (MLV-HA-2).
In agenerd sense, archaeologica resourcesin the areacan contribute information on the evolution of cand
trangport sysgems and their importance for the regiona movement of passengers, industrial and agricultural
cagoes In the Centrad Strest Historic District, one research areathat could be investigated includes the
constmction and engineering techniques used in cand congtmction. What were the generd constmction
techniques that were used to constmct this portion of the cand? What precautions were taken to ensure
waterproofingin the cand trench? Do archaeologica survivasof the cand prism support the cand desgn as
planned, or were as built changes made? How does the planned and as built design in thisareaof the cand
compare with other cand ssgmentsin Massachusatts and Rhode Idand. Are there desgn and/or constmction
smilarities between this portion of the Blackstone Cand and other candsin the region that preceded and
followed the Blackstone Cand? Archaeologica excavations and soil boringsin the areaof the cand prism
can contribute datatowards these questions. The cand remains in this areaae do reported as well
presarved indicating ahigh degree of integrity for archaeologica resourcesin thisarea The rdationship
between the cand's use for transportation and waterpower can a0 be addressaed from archaeologica remains
in the district. Most 18" and 19" century candsin the country Sarted as transportation canadsthen changed
to waterpower candsoncetheir transportation fiinction ended. Portions of the Blackstone Cand in the
district areamay have actualy had areverse evolution. The 1828 trangportation cand gopears to incorporate
the is"' or early 19 century heedraceof the Collins Caoron Woolen Mill, now known as the Stone Mill Ste
(MLV-HA-2) intoitsdesign. After the cand closed, portionsof it in this arearetumed to a waterpower

(continued)
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ftinctionaone. Archaeologica resourcesin this areacan help determine what changeswere mede to the
origina Collins Cgpron Mill heed raceto incorporate its function as atransportation cand. Archaeologica
aurvivas of cand features may aso survive that contribute information indicating how the cand avoided
intermption of industrial activities when water resources were nesded for cand fianctions,including operation
of nearby downgtream locks. Any information relating to water supply may be especidly important Snce
disputes between local industriaists and the cand company eventuadly resulted in the cand sugpending
operation in 1849.

In addition to information from cand remains, archaeologica resourcesin the district dso havethe potentia
to provide information on early 19* century bridge and road building technology. Potentia stmctura
remains from earlier bridge abutmentswhere Centrd Street is carried over the cand on a sone arched bridge
(ca 1880; NR 1995), acontributing member of the Blacksone Cand Higtoric District, can contribute
important architectural and smctural details of cand related bridges. Potential stmctura evidence of bridge
abutments dating to the 18* century and later may dso exis a the Idand Ste (MLV-HA-1) where severd
successive bridges cormected aress north and south of the Blackstone River via Centrd Street. Information
relating to 18* and 19* century road- building technology can aso be gained from archaeologica features
rdated to road surface rerrmants that gpproached the bridges connecting both sdesof the Blackstone River &
the Idand.

Ore research topic that could be addressed inatown such as Millville isthe socid, cultural and economic
relationship of lifeinasmal villagelike Centra Street to the tovm as awhole and other industria villages
like Blackstone. Towhat extent did Quakers, the largest socid group in the early settlement of the South
Parish of Mendon, play amgjor rolein the Central Street settlement and other villagesin the aree? What was
the relationship between agriculture, husbandry and early industrial growth? How did industry influence
socid growth in the village? To what extent was lifeinthe Centrd Street village economically or socidly
self contained or salf sufficient? Archaeological datafrom the district could be used to answer these
(continued)
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questions inavariety of ways. The conogpt of economic self sufficiency could be addressed by examining
pattems of domestic and industrial consumption in the community. To what extent were finished goods
brought into the community and what was locally manufactured? Were certain materids allowed while
otherswere not? Controlled sampling and excavation of occupationd related features such as trash pitsand
priviesin both industrial and domestic contexts could provide the data necessary for answering these
questions. Controlled excavations and mapping can help identify the generd layout of mill operations and
the production sequencesa eech mill. These studies can identify the extent to which the manufacturing
processwas completed in the Centra Street mills or shipped to other mills for completion. Another way to
address the concept of salf sufficiency vs. interdependence isto examine pattemnsof production. Did the
community produce only wheat it needed or, didit conscioudy specidize based on the raw materids it could
supply then provide particular products or servicesfor exchange with those outsde the community. While
documentary evidence is obvioudy important, archaeologica examination of the community's economic
facilities, particularly the Stesof early farms, mills, company sores, and potential sorage facilities
assodated with the cand are dso important.

Archaeologica information can dso address the topic of socid sdlf sufficiency vs. interdependencein the
Millville socid community. Further research combined with archaeologica survey testing and mapping can
document the extent to which socid institutions in the town fulfilled the nesdsof the village inhabitants, or
were lacking forcing the inhabitants to ssek certain services beyond the village. The sudy of property
records, resdential stmcturd remains and detailed andys's of the contents from occupationd related features
can contribute information on the socid and dass smcture of the village community throughtime. This
information can be usad to identify the extent to which certain socid groups (e.g. Quakers) characterized the
community. It can aso be used to identify the extent to which adass smcture existed within specific group
or, between groups. Village inhabitants may have been organized dong lines of dass smcture with farm and
mill ownersmanagers sgparaefrommill and farm workers. Ethnic Sudies can dso play an important role in
the andlydis of village socid smcture and itsrelationship to the larger town. Historical studies combined
with the andlyss of archaeologica resources described above can document the extent to which 19 century

(continued)
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Irish, French Canadian, English and eestem European immigration to the Blackstone Valley locde effected
outiying villages such as Centrd Street. What role did 19* century immigrants play in village industrial
growth? How did village growth in Centra Street compare with other villagesin the areel? Was the mill
owner/worker socid and dass dructure reinforced or down played in the Centra Street Village?
Archaeologica resourcesin the district may contribute significantly to these questions.

The relationship between agricultural and industrial growth can aso be examined with archaeologica
resources from the district. Stmctura remains and occupationd related features from 18* and early 19*
century farmsteads in the district can document the importance of agricultura devdopment as thefirst dage
of industrial evolutionin the village. The production of grains and wool were clearly an impetus for the
location of three grist mills and awoolen mill inthe district and its development as an early trading center

th th

duringthe 18 and early 19 century. The location of an axe/scythe factory in the village is another
tesament to the agrarian influencein the area. These resources can document the transition between
agriculture and industries developed to sarvice agricultural nesds to more consumer and industry besed
manufacturing pattems.

How long did agriculture remain important to the villageand itsindustrial nesds? Were agricultura pursuits
smply atemporary way of supporting an industrial work force until the mills were cgpable of supporting the
village and town economicaly? Archaeologica sudiesof farms and indudtries in the areacan help to answver
these quedtions.

Ore additional comment should be stressed conceming the significance of archaeologica resourcesin the
Centrd Street Historic District. The research vaue of known and potential resourcesis enhanced by a variety
of factors, including the demolition and filling of mill stesand limited intmsions in many industrial arees of
the district. Many mill Stesin the district remain undeveloped after their demolition. The vaue of resources
in the district is further enhanced by the fact that the Blackstone Cand Company recordsexist for many of

(continued)
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the design, construction and operationd activities associated with the cand. Written records compliment
higtoric archaeologica resourcesto provide amore comprenensive view of the past not achieved in other
periods of archaeologica study. Company records may aso exist for many of the industrial operations
present in the digtrict fromthe 18* through 20* centuries. Court records should adso exist for many of the
litigations that resulted from digputes between the Blackstone Cand Company and mill owners over water
rightsin the river and cands. To date, only limited study of documentary resources associated with the
Blackstone Cand and indudtries in the district has been made. Their potentia applicability in the

interpretation and prediction of archaeologica resourcesremans enormous.

(end)
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Verbal Boundary Description
(Describe the boundaries of the property)

The Central Street Higtoric District contains the distinctive resdential, commercial, educationa and religious
architecture, as well as dtesof industrial and trangportation resources, that front on Centra Street and on
contiguous sections of intersecting streets. The digtrictis bounded by the right-of-way of the Providence and
Worcester Railroad a the north end of the district and extendsto the southem end of pre-1952 residentia
devdopment located south of the intersection with Quaker Street. On the eastem side of the didtrict, the
boundary is drawnto include "The Idand” inthe Blacksone River and properties fronting on Bow Street.
Otherwise, that boundary generdly followsthe reer ot lines of properties fronting on Central Street. On the
westem dde of the district he boundary is drawn to include contributing properties on Fletcher Avenue, Wes
Street to apoint eedt of Snow Stredt, Pearl Street, Chedey Strest and Queker Street. Refer to the atached
boundary map for a more precise description.

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected)

The boundaries were drawn to encompeass the intact significant resourcesaong Central Street that were
assodaed with the town's industria and socid history. Central Street was one of the town's principal
thoroughfares and developed as Millville's mog diverse and distinctive residentiad areaiin the period of
sgnificance (1732-1952). Boundaries were determined bassd on the physica extent and historical context of
this development. Contiguous contributing properties on intersecting street were included to the extent thet their
integrity and proximity allowed.

(end)
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PHOTOGRAPHS
Photographer: Nel Larson Date: 2001 Negatives at Millville Historical Commisson
1 Centra Street looking N towards district boundary from Progpect Stret

Longfellow School, 8 Central Street, and Udor Tower
Blackstone River west of Central Strest

Blackstone River eedt of Central Strest

Looking south on Centra Street from Blackstone River bridge
15 Bow Strest, worker house

21-23 Bow Strest, worker houses

Wes dde of Centra Street, south of Progpect Stret
Callins Capron House, ca. 1750, 40 Central Stret
10.  Moran Block, 44 Centra Stret

11.  Wed Street, south Sde looking eest

12. 16-20 West Stredt, |ooking esst

13. S John's Episcopa Church, 49 Central Stret

14.  Centrd Strest, looking south from Bazdley Avenue
15. S Mark'sLutheran Church, 63 Centrd Strest

16.  Centrd Street, west Sde a Chedey Strest

17.  Chedey Stret, south Sde

18. 16 Chedey Street

19.  Centrd Stret, et Sde, south of Chedey Street

20. Bowes House, 9 Queker Strect

21. Quaker Street, south Sde, looking eest from district boundary
22.  Gifford-Pitts House, ca 1850, 83 Central Strest
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23. Centrd Street, looking north from boundary
24, Charles H. Hetcher House, 6 Hetcher Avenue
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CENTRAL STREET HISTORIC DISTRICT
Town of Millville, Worcester County, Massachusdtts

Pege 1

DISTRICT DATA LIST

Parcd MHC STREET HISTORIC NAME DESCRIPTION DATE STYLE RESOURCE STATUS
Number No. ADDRESS (if known; otherwise building type) (al buildings frame construction unless otherwise noted) TYPE ﬂ;ﬁmﬂg
123078 A-160 6Bow S Two-family house M2 gory, front gable roof, sde elevation C190$0 Classcd Building C
entrances, detached garage reviva Outbuilding C
123077 A-161 8Bow . Double house 1 story, gable roof, enclosed porch 185796  Gresk Building C
Reviva
12300 — 9Bow . Vecart lot House dte 1831-57  Gresk Ste C
Revival
123076 A-162 14Bow S. Southwick Duplex 11 1 gtory, gable roof 1831-57  Gresk Building C
Reviva Outbuilding NC
123071 A-76  15Bow S Southwick Duplex | 1\z story, gable roof 1831-57 Gresk Building C
Revival
123075 A-163 16Bow S. Kidd tenant house 1 Vi gory, front gable, raised basament, sde 185796  Grek Building C
devation entrance Revival
1230714 — 18Bow . Vecant lot House ste, divided fi-om 123-084 1831-57 N/A Ste C
123072 — 19Bow . Vecant lot House site 1857-96 N/A Ste C
123073 A-164 21 Bow S Manny House V2 gtory, geble roof, double house 1831-57 Grek Building C
Revival
123085 A-165 23Bow S Gdlagher House 1 story, gable roof, center chimney 1831-57 Grek Building C
Revival
123137 C97 4Centrd & Tucker Duplex 2 soryfi~ontgable roof; two-story porch across  1831-54  Greek Building C
facade Reviva
123066 A-48 5 Centrd S Edavard S Hall House 2 gory, hipped roof, double house with colossal 1831-%4  Gresk Building C
Doric portico; detached carriage bam Reviva Outbuilding C
123134 A49 8 Centrd S Longfellow School/ 2 gory, hipped roof, brick block school 1850, Itaianate Building C
c-a02 Town Hall; School building; 1 story, gable roof concrete block 1881; Building NC
HA-7 Annex/Police Station; kindergarten annex; 2 story sone water tower; C1960; Structure C
Udor Tower; Hetcher building site 1877-86 Ste C
Sore Site
123067 HA-3 1 Centrd . Pumping station; 1-gory concrete block building; ste of scythe 1780 N/A Building C
Alexander Wilson Axe  mill and power cand for felting mill C1970 Ste c

& Scythe Factory
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DISTRICT DATA LIST

Parcd MHC STREET HISTORIC NAME DESCRIPTION DATE STYLE RESOURCE STATUS
Number No. ADDRESS (if known; otherwise building type) (@l buildings frame construction unless otherwise noted) TYPE nﬁ?;%:g&?gg
123133 HA-3  14Centrd St Vecant land Site of worker housing and entrance to power C1850 N/A Ste C
cand for felting mill
123068 HA-1 19Centrd S The Idand Ste of early mills 1732- N/A Ste C
1900
A-914 Centrd . Bridge Sted beam bridge with concrete abutments and 1938 N/A Structure C
dde rails, two spanswith acentrd pier on idand
2313101 HA-2 Centrd . Vecant land Route of Blackstone Cand 1828 N/A Ste NR
(NR) Part of Blackstone Cand inMA H.D.
123086 HA-2 Centrd S. Vecant land Sone mill site; route of Blackstone Cand =1780-1900 N/A Ste NR
(NR) Pat of Blackstone Cand inMA H.D. 1828
123069 A-166 31 Centrd S Millville Pog Office 1 story, front geble, concrete block C1970 None Building NC
123131 A-139 32 Centrd S dore 1 story, front gable, concrete block C1970 None Building NC
(NR) Part of Blackstone Cand inMA H.D. Ste NR
123019 — 35 Centrd S Vecant lot Unpaved parking lot; ste of Methodist 1937 N/A Ste NC
Reformed Church (1833, razed 1937)
124-074 A-167 36 Centrd S Conlon Block 3 story,fi-ontgable, stret-level commercid, bay  1857-96  Gothic Building C
windows on 2" and 3™ dories Revival
123080 A-168 37 Centrd S Wilson Block Vi gory firontgable roof; commercid ondrest 185796  Gresk Building C
level, 9de addition Revival
124073 A-169 38 Centrd & O'Gara Block 2 gtory, geble roof, brick ground floor; besament  1857-96; none Building C
commercid leve of 3 gtory building; top floor Cl1965 Outbuilding C
removed after fire and gable roof added Outbuilding C
123081 A-170 39 Centrd S. Wilson House 2 gtory with brick ground floor, gable roof with C1830 Gresk Building C
shed dormers, detached gerege Reviva Outbuilding C
124072 A-50 40 Centrd K. Cgpron House 2-gory, gable roof, center chimney house C17/0 Georgian Building C
detached two-car garage C1913 Outbuilding C
124-001 A-171 43 Centrd S. Deen House 1 gtory, gable roof ranch C1960 Ranch Building NC
124071 A-51 44 Centrd S. Moran Block 3 gory, hipped roof gpartment block with C180 Victorian Building C
commercia goeceon dreet level Eclectic
124-037 A-52 46 Centrd S. Wilson House 2 gtory, front gable, Sde passageg, reex €ll; Ci1s31 Greek Building C
detached garage Revival Outbuilding C
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DISTRICT DATA LIST

Pacd  MHC  STREET HISTORIC NAME  DESCRIPTION DATE ~ STYLE  RESOURCE  STATUS
Number No. ADDRESS (if known; otherwise building type) (al buildings frame construction unless otherwise noted) TYPE n‘;’?;?;’::g&f’r:g

124002 A-54 49 Centrd . <. John's Episcopd Front gable rurd church form, sone, belfry; 1850 Gothic Building C
Church parish house (e 7 Hope &) Cl1925 Reviva
124-003 HA-5 53 Centrd S. RR. ROW & Station Parking lot; rail trail heed C1850; N/A Ste C
ste; scythe factory ste 1871-88
124036 A-53 52Centrd . Shaman House | story, mansard roof, Sde ell 1857-70  Secord Building C
Empire
124032 A-172 54 Centrd . Lewis House 1 Vi gory front gable, sde ell; survivor fi-om 183157 Grek Building C
Pearl Street houses Reviva Outbuilding C
124030 A-55 60 Centrd S Benson House 2 gstory, geble roof, projecting gable entrance 1831-54  Gothic Building C
bay, reer el Reviva
124-005 A-56 61 Centrd S Holt House 2 gtory, hipped roof, wrgp-around porch 188798 Quean Building C
Anne
124006 A-58 63 Centrd S <. Mark's Lutheran Front gable nave plan, gegple 1892 Gothic Building C
Church Revival
124029 A-57 64 Centrd S Kidd House 1 story gable roof cottage, centrd gable, reer el 1870-87  Gothic Building C
Reviva
124007 A-59 65 Centrd S Hall House 1 gory,fi-ontgable roof, Sde ell; detached 183157 Grek Building C
gaage Reviva Outbuilding C
124028 A-60 66 Centrd S Aldrich House 2 gtory, front gable roof, sde passage, reer dll 183154  Gresk Building C
Revival
124-014 A-61 70 Centrd S Cook-Aldrich House 2 gtory, gable roof, bay windows, detached 1831-54  Itdianate Building C
gaage Outbuilding C
124008 A-62 71 Centrd S White House 1 Vistory, gable roof, front gable dormer, dde ell  1831-54  Gothic Building C
Reviva
124013 A-63 72 Centrd S Bowes House 2 story, hipped roof, reer ell; detached garage 1898 Queen Building C
1902 Anne Outbuilding NC
125063 A-64 80Centrd S. Bowes-Buckley House 2 story, large gable roof, irregularly-shaped, 1898 Quemn Building C
corner tower, rear ell; deteched carriage bam 1909 Anne Outbuilding C
125064 A-65 83Centrd . Gifford-Pitts House 2 gory, front gable roof, with connected ellsand  1831-54  [tdianate Building C
bam; two detached outbuildings Outbuilding C
Outbuilding C



CENTRAL STREET HISTORIC DISTRICT
Town of Millville, Worcester County, Massachusdits

DISTRICT DATA LIST

Parcd
Number

125062

124015

124-027
124-016

124-026

124017

124-025

124-018

124-024

124-019

124-023

124-020

124-021

123-136

123135

MHC
No.

A-66

A-173

A-174
A-175

A-176

A-177

A-178

A-179

A-180

A-181

A-182

A-183

A-184

C98

STREET

ADDRESS

84 Centrd St

11 Chedey S

12 Chedey S
13 Chedey S

14 Chedey .

15Chedey S.

16 Chedey &

17 Chedey S.

18Chedey &

19 Chedey S.

20 Chedey S
21 Chedey S

23 Chedey .

6 Hetcher Av.

15 Fetcher Av.

HISTORIC NAME

(if known; otherwise building type)

Mansfield House

Rectory bam

Saxe Cottege
Grey Cottage

Ferguson Cottege
Pitts Cottage

King Cottage

Fanny Scott Cottage
Southwick Cottage
G.O. Scott Cottege
Southwick Cottage |
G.O. Scott Cottagel |
Richardson Cottage

Fletcher House

Hetcher Cottage 1

DESCRIPTION

(al buildings frame construction unless otherwise noted)

2 story, hipped roof, wrap-around porch

2 gory, gable roof, concrete block garage added

M2 story, front geble roof, Sde el
2 gtory, frony gable roof, rear dls

1 Vi story, front gable roof
M2 story, front gable roof, front piazza; 2 sheds
1 A story, front gable roof; detached garage

IV2 story, front gable roof; front piazza;
detached garage

M2 story, front gable roof; front piazza;
detached garage

M2 story, front gable roof; front piazza;
detached garage

M2 story, front gable roof; detached garage

12 story, front gable roof; front piazza;
detached garage
M2 story, front gable roof, Sde ell; detached

gaage
2 gtory, hipped roof, wrgp-around porch, reer €ll

M2 story, hipped roof; detached garage

DATE

1831-54,
cl900

1857-70;

1863-96
1863-96

1863-96
1863-96
1863-96
1863-96
1863-96
1863-96
1863-9%6
1863-96

1863-96

1877-86

1877-9%6

STYLE

Classca
Revivd

none

Itaianate
Gresk
Reviva
Gothic
Revival
Gresk
Reviva
Gothic
Reviva
Gresk
Reviva
Gresk
Revival
Gresk
Reviva
Grek
Revival
Gresk
Revival
Grek
Reviva

Stick
Syle
Stick
Syle

RESOURCE
TYPE

Building

Building

Building
Building

Building

Building
Outbldg (2)
Building
Outbuilding
Building
Outbuilding
Building
Outbuilding
Building
Outbuilding
Building
Outbuilding
Building
Outbuilding
Building
Outbuilding

Building

Building
Outbuilding

Pege 4

STATUS

contributing or
non-contributing

C

OO0 OOOOOOO 0;8(') O OO0 %

o0 O



CENTRAL STREET HISTORIC DISTRICT
Town of Millville, Worcester County, Massachusetts

DISTRICT DATA LIST

Parcd
Number

119014

124-002

1231051

123106

124034

123-082

123083
123084

124012

124019

124011

124-020

125021
125023

MHC
No.

C-100

A-185

A-186

A-187

A-188

A-85

A-86

A-87

A-915

A-88
A-89

A-90

STREET
ADDRESS

17 Hetcher Av.

7 Hope S.
9 Hope St

11 Hope S

Pearl S
11 Prospect S
21 Progoect S

21 aProgpett S

8 Quaker X
9 Quaker S
12 Quaker K.
17 Queker K.

21 Queker S
25 Quaker S

3B Queker .

HISTORIC NAME

(if known, otherwise building type)

Hetcher Cottege 2

<. John's Parish House
J, Devine House

W. Hoard House

Vecat lot

Sephen Thayer House

Vecat lot
Veacant lot

<. John's Episcopa
Church Parsonege
Bowes House

Pitts House

Stone gate pods

House
House

House

DESCRIPTION

(al buildings frame construction unless otherwise noted)

2 story, hipped roof battered sdes, braced
cornice, atached garage

1-gory, gable roof, long rectangular plan; same
parcd & . John's Church, 49 Centrd S.

114 story, front gable roof, hood over entry with
oconoles

2/2 story, front gable roof, Sdeell

Undeveloped land dong railroad

2 gtory, gable roof, reexr ell; detached carriage
barn

House ste

House ste

2 gtory, front gable roof bracketed comice

2 gtory, hipped roof, wrap-around porch;
detached garage

2 gory, front gable roof, sde ell, bracketed
comice; detached garage

Entrance to large interior property; only posts
and road included in district

1 story, geble roof, recessed porch, dormer

1 story, front gablejerkin roof, front porch;
detached garage

1 story, hipped roof recessad porch, dormers,
exterior brick chimney; detached garage;
pavilion; shed

DATE

187796

C1980

187796

187796

cl850

CI830

1831-57
1831-57

1857-70

187087

1831-57

STYLE

Stick
Syle

N/A
Gresk
Reviva

Gresk
Revivad

N/A
Gresk
Revivad
N/A

N/A
Itdianate
Colonia
Reviva
Itdianate
N/A

Craftsman
Craftsman

Craftsman

RESOURCE STATUS

contributing or
non-contributing

TYPE

Building

Building
Building

Building

Site

Building
Outbuilding
Ste
Ste

Building

Building
Outbuilding
Building
Outbuilding
Structure

Building
Building
Outbuilding
Building
Outbldgs (3)

zZ
Q

Lo
)

C

Pege 5

NC

O

OO0 O0000 O 0000 O



CENTRAL STREET HISTORIC DISTRICT
Town of Millville, Worcester County, Massachusetts

DISTRICT DATA LIST

Pacd
Number

124-070
124-069

124-038

124-039

124-068

124-040

124067
124-041

124-042

TOTALS:

MHC STREET
No. ADDRESS
— 6 Weg S

A-189 lowest S
A-75 1N West S
A-190 BWes S
A-74  16Wex S
A-191 1OWex S.

A-73 20Wes S.
A-192 21 Wes S

72  2BWet.
Contributing Buildings

Non-contributing Buildings
Previoudy listed dements

HISTORIC NAME

(if known; otherwise building type)

Vacatt lot
Moran House

Harkness House
Keough House
Mann House
Randow House 1

House
Randow House 2 &

Workshop
Capron House

.64 Contributing Outbuildings ....30  Contributing Sites
...7 Non-contributing Outbldgs

Contributing Stes

DESCRIPTION

(al buildings frame construction unless otherwise noted)

Part of 124-071 (44 Centrd Street)
2 story, gable roof; detached shed

2 story, 2 unit, gable roof
2 story, 2 unit, geble roof; detached garage
2 story, mansard roof; detached bam; shed
2 gtory, 2 unit, gable roof

1 /2 story, front gable roof sde ell
2 gtory, 2 unit, geble roof

1 story workshop
12 story, gable roof, center chimney

3

DATE

cl890
cl910

1831-%4
1831-%4
183157
1831-54
1831-54
1831-54

C1985
1831-4

12 Contributing Structures

STYLE

N/A

Gresk
Reviva
Gresk
Reviva
Second
Empire
Gresk
Reviva
Itdianate
Itadianate
N/A
Gresk
Reviva

RESOURCE
TYPE

Ste
Building
Outbuilding
Building

Building
Outbuilding
Building
Outbldgs (2)
Building

Building
Building
Building
Building

Pege 6

STATUS

contributing or
non-contributing

Q
8080 0000

0o o o

3 Contributing Objects ...0
5 Non-contributing Sites ...1  Non-contributing Structures ..0  Non-contributing Obj ... 0
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The Commonwealth of Massachusts®

William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonweal
Massachusetts Historical Commission

April 14, 2003

Ms. Carol Shull

National Regigter of Historic Haces
Department of the Interior

National Park Service

Mail Stop 2280, Suite 400

1849 C Street, NW

Woashington, DC 20240

Dear Ms. Shull:
Enclosed pleasefind the following nomination form:
Centrd Strest HD, Millville (Worcegter), MA

The nomination hes been voted digible by the Sate Review Board and hes been signed by the
Sate Historic Preservation Officer. The owners of the properties included in the district were
notified of pending State Review Board consideration 30 to 45 daysbefore the meeting and were
afforded the opportunity to comment.

Sincerdly,

Betsy Friedberg
National Regigter Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission

enclosure

cc. Neil Larson, Conaultant
Margaret Caroll, Millville Higtoricd Commisson
Diane McCutcheon, Millville Board of Sdectmen
Brian Carroll, Hopedde Raming Boad

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusdtts 02125
(617) 727-8470 « Fax: (617) 727-5128
www.state.ma. us'sec/mhc



Patrick Andrus To: betsy.fiedberg@sec.state.ma.us
ROALE/03 07:22AM @ Wit Certid Sared'lD

Betsy: the nomination for the Centra! Street Historic District in Millville lists Federal ownership and the
inventory includes a Post Office, but we do not have a copy of the notification letter to the Federal
Preservation Officer. Do you have a record of notifying the federal agency and if so. would you please fax
me a copy at 202-371-2229.

Thanks,

Patrick

Patrick W. Andrus
Historian

National Register of Historic Places
Patrick Andrus@nps.gov
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The Commonwealth of M assachustts

William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwedth
Massechustts Historical Commisson

Fax Transmitta Maoandlm

7o, PATHICK AMMNMS P«*:lot - 37/- zzz»
Farm Date: 4- 1S 01
Rc Ragss Induding cover et

C6AJ7yiAt Sr. fH:>,

Comais

OF LTti, TOFPO M: A~AAMLNIfLLN Posj OFf\LE

If this communication has been received In error, please notify us Immediately.

220 MarmSiCy Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
Tel: (617) 727-8470 « Fax: (617) 727-5128 « Webste: www.state maus/sce/mhc
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The Commonwealth of M assachustts
William Frands Galvin, Sccreuty of the (Commonwedth
Massechusdtts Historical Commission

Novaemba 12,2002

Ms. TinaBorghild Norwood
U.S Podd Savice

Fedad Presavation Office
Fedilities Heedouartars

4301 Wilson Boulevard #300
Arlington. VA 22203-1861

Re Millville, MA Pod Office, 31 Centrd Sredt, Millville
Dear Ms. Norwood:

We arewriting to inform you thet the Federd property referenced aooveislocated within the
boundaies of the proposed Centrd Sreat Higtoric Didrict, which will be conddered by the
Massadhusdtts Higstorical Commission for nomination to the Nationad Regigter of Historic Flaces
The Nationa Regider of Higtoric Haoes is the Fedard govammant’s official list of historic
propatiesworthy of preservation. Ligting in the Nationd Regider provides recognition ad
asgds in presarving o nation's heritage.

Listing of the Centrd Sreet Higtoric Didtrict provides recognition of the community’s historic
importance axd asaures protective review of Federd projects that might adversdy affect the
charadte of the didtrict. If thedidrict isliged in the Nationd Regider, cartain Fedard
invesment tax areditsfor rehabilitation and other provisons mey gpply.

In Massadhusits, proparties nominated to the Nationd Regder are automaticaly liged inthe
Sate Regider of Hidoric Haoes Sate Regider properties ovned by munidpdities ad nonprofit
organizations mey compete for date restoration grants

You aeinvited to atend the meding of the Massadhusatts Historical Commisson a whichthe
nomingtion of the Centrdl Sreet Higtoric Didtrict will be conddered. The Commissonwill mest
a 100 pm. on Wedhestly, Decambar 11,2002, & the Massachusdits Sate Archives, Dorchedter,
Massedhusdts Tlie Commisson medting is apublic meding ad all intereded patiesae
axouraged to attend. If you haeve spedd neads ad would like to attend the medting, pleese
contact the Commission and staff will meke ay arangamants that ae necessay.

You are invited to atend aloca meeting a which the nomination of the Central Street
Digtrict will bediscussed. The meeting will be hdd a the Longfellow Municipa Center, 8

220 Morrisey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusatts 02125
(617) 727-8470+ Fax (617) 727-5128
www.dacmausssa/imhc
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Cantrd Sred, on Tuedday Novamba 26,2002, & 7 pm. AH intareded parties are invited
and encouraged to atend.

Attachad please fmd natices diat explain, in gester ddtall, the results of liging in the Nationd
Regda ad that desribe the rights ad proceures by which an ovng mey cammat an ar
dyjet to liding in the Naiond Regde.

A drat apy of the Nationd Regder naminatian far the Cantrd Sred Hidaric Didridt is
avalable a the Millville Free Public Library. Saud you hae any quetions doaut this
namingtian priar to the Massadhusts Higaricdl Canmissan meding, pleese aontadt me & this
office

Snogdy,

Brana Sn
Deouty Sate Hidaric Presarvation Officer
Massdhusdts Hidaricd Cammissan

Endoares NR Criterig, Rights of Owna's



