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7. DESCRIPTION 

SUMMARY PARAGRAPH

The land and buildings comprising Broad View Ranch today are the result of the efforts of an 
enterprising Prussian who at age 18 in 1868 arrived in the United States seeking a better economic 
situation than that of the herdsman he might have been in his homeland. Beginning in 1882 with his 
first purchase of a quarter section of land in Dale Township, Lyon County, Iowa (Figure 1.), Charles 
F. Peters began a stock raising operation which continues today still in the same family. Peters's 
cattle at first ranged freely on unoccupied lands, but as the county began to fill up, Peters purchased 
land in two more sections, eventually acquiring 1200 acres. He constructed fine large barns and 
accessory buildings to house his cattle and horses and to store the feed grains raised on the land, and 
built a stylish house. His descendants continue raising beef cattle on the wide grassy lands of Dale 
Township and have acknowledged their ancestor's efforts by creating a small reserve of Chinese elms 
planted along Otter Creek.

DESCRIPTION

The farmstead for Broad View Ranch is made up of nineteen large and small buildings, each 
constructed and laid out with a purpose in mind (Figure 2.). Principal stock raising buildings and 
structures are the 1889 main bam, the cattle barn, silo barn, and granary all constructed in 1890. 
Domestic buildings associated with Charles F. Peters are the 1896 house (altered in the 1970s) and 
numerous small outbuildings used to store coal and ice, or house laying hens.

1. Main Barn, 1889

This is the first barn constructed by Peters and it is a very large basement barn, 48' by 80', oriented 
with its gable ends facing east and west. While it sits on level ground, the north side has been 
bermed up to give it the appearance of a bank barn. Construction may have included a combination 
of shallow excavation and earth berming to form the bank. The pink Sioux quartzite foundation of the



NPS fwm I0-900-a OMB 4o0/

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

Section number

Sheet
7
—— Page

Broad View Ranch Historic District, Lyon County, Iowa 
Historic Farmsteads of Lyon County, Iowa, MPDF

Figure 1. Map of Dale Township, Lyon County, Iowa, in 1911. Government-surveyed 
township section lines and section configuration remain current, although names and ownership 
interests are historic only. (Source: Standard Atlas of Lyon County, Iowa.)
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Figure 2. FARMSTEAD LAYOUT. Broad View Ranch Historic District, Section 26, Dale 
Township, Lyon County, Iowa. (Drawing by Cecilia Rusnak, February 1994).
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barn is not touched by the earth berm (see Figure 3.), instead heavy- wood planks bridge the gap 
between earth berm and barn. A grain weighing office is located centrally on the north side of the 
barn, and the gap between the earth berm and barn foundation may have been where the scales were 
located. Narrow wood weatherboard siding, trimmed by corner boards. 1 covers the surface of the 
barn's heavy timber structure. Fenestration includes upper level windows on each gable end to light 
and ventilate the interior loft space. Along the sides of the barn upper level ventilation openings are 
covered by louvered shutters with rounded tops. Lower level fenestration includes a variety of doors, 
some quite decoratively finished, along the north side. 2 Small doors at the west end access the horse 
stalls and feeding alley within. A larger door opening, for gram wagon entry-, has cropped upper 
corners, and diagonal boards on the upper panels giving the door a handsome herringbone pattern. 
This pattern is repeated beyond the office door and window by another, very large, door. The sliding 
doors cover an opening tall enough to admit wagons mounded high with hay. Ranch hands unloaded 
the wagons of loose hay into the enormous mow area under the high roof. A series of shuttered 
ventilation windows punctuate the long south side of the barn as well. This mam barn on Broad View 
Ranch has suffered little alteration over the years and is still functioning in its original capacity.

2. Cattle Barn, 1890

One year after the construction of the big main barn, another gable-roofed barn was constructed on the 
ranch. This barn is oriented with its gable ends to the north and south and is sited at a right angles 
to the main barn. Together with the farm dwelling and the main barn, the cattle barn forms the 
central leg of the U-shaped courtyard of the farmstead. Built with a plank-wood framing system'

According to family members, initially the siding was painted gray, the trim a dark maroon.

-'The north side faces the open courtyard area of the farmstead and opposes the farm dwelling on the 
other side. Visitors, both social and business, drive in and park their horse-drawn (or horsepowered) vehicles in 
this central courtyard.

3The interior of the cattle barn was not accessible during the fieldwork for this nomination. The barn's 
plank framing system (using sawn lumber planks instead of larger heavy timbers) was noted a year earlier, 
during an intensive-level survey of Lyon County farmsteads County (see Historic Farmsteads of Lyon County, 
Iowa MPDF), and recorded on an Iowa Site Inventory Form/Property Characteristic Form—BARN. The use of 
the plank frame in 1890 represents an early application of this framing system in Iowa and, as such, may be of
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Figure 3. MAIN BARN (1), 1889, Broad View Ranch Historic District, showing a middle bent 
and floor plan. (Drawing by Cecilia Rusnak, February 1994).
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whereby multiple planks of sawn lumber are used together to achieve the strength of heavy timbers, 
this 42' by 64', cattle barn also sits on a pink Sioux quartzite stone foundation and is clad with 
horizontal wood siding, trimmed with vertical boards at the corners. The cattle barn is a true 
basement barn sitting on level terrain. Its basement is open to shelter the cattle which 
wander in and out through a large door on the south gable end. Fenestration along the long east and 
west sides of the barn include regularly spaced upper shuttered ventilation windows and lower small 
windows for providing light. A small oculus window is located in the very peak of the south gable, 
while a large hay door occupies the same spot on the north. The hay door, unlike most which swing 
open on hinges, slides up and down. This bam also continues to be used in its original capacity and 
likewise appears to be very intact and without alteration.

3. Granary. 1890

Peters built his large granary for housing oats and other small grains needed on the farm near his mam 
bam. He placed it on high foundation legs to increase circulation under the building. Historically, 
granaries also often were placed on legs to restrict access by rats and mice. 4 Spouts placed along the 
sides allowed for ease in dispensing the grain into wagons. Materials used in this gable-roofed 
frame structure are similar to the barns. Cladding is horizontal wood siding. A double hung four- 
over-four sash window is located over the wide east end door.

4. Silo Barn, 1890

The wood stave silo and small barn were built originally as separate free standing structures. 3 
Sometime after 1915, an extension to the barn was built to connect, indeed, to surround the silo.

interest under Criterion C.

'Kenneth E. Roe, Corncribs: In History, Folklife and Architecture, (Ames: Iowa State University Press. 
1988).

^The silo itself may be of individual interest under Criterion C as an example of the earliest stage in the 
development of silos. The silo barn was inaccessible because of fencing and livestock and could only be 
viewed from a distance.



NPS form 10-900-a QMS Aoorovat .Vo '024-OC»9 
18-861

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
COntinUatlOn Sheet Broad View Ranch Historic District, Lyon County, Iowa

Historic Farmsteads of Lyon County, Iowa, MPDF 
7 7Section number ____ Page____

Historic photographs reveal it is likely the barn's roof was raised somewhat also, and a shed extension 
was added to the north side to provide more cattle shelter. Close inspection of the barn was not 
possible, but it appears the wood frame barn is clad with wood siding. Small fixed sash windows let 
light into the ground floor, while a larger two-over-two double hung sash window is located under the 
peak of the west end. The silo barn is still used in its original capacity and the alterations likely 
occurred more than fifty years ago. These alterations reflect the dynamic character of working 
farmsteads in Lyon County and do not impair the integrity of this small livestock barn.

5. House, 1896

By the late 1890s, Peters had raised his barns and had his cattle ranch well built. It was time to 
construct a larger house for his family. The house in use at the time, a small gable front dwelling, 
was not demolished or abandoned, it simply became the rear rooms of a much larger, stylish Italianate 
dwelling built in front A false-front wall was constructed across the gabled facade of the earlier 
house so it would appear to be a wing of the Italianate house. Even the gable front house was not 
truly the first dwelling on this farmstead. The initial house built by Peters is still extant also, a 
converted garage just to the southeast of today's farmhouse. All these houses are of wood frame, both 
stone and concrete are found in their foundations.

The Italianate dwelling was a model of Victorian taste. Historic photographs reveal it had a flattish 
hipped roof with two central, close set, crown chimneys. Upper story windows tied directly into the 
wide fascia under a very narrow overhang. Porches supported by decorated "gingerbread" posts were 
prominent on the front and east sides. Not visible in the photographs, but still available for 
inspection, a large ground floor bay window projected from the west side of the house. Shades of 
gray on the historic photographs indicate three, perhaps four colors, were used in the paint scheme.

Unfortunately, this grand Italianate house has been altered extensively and has little integrity. Early 
changes include an enlargement of the front porch, sometime between 1907 and 1915, and substitution 
of the original porch supports with simple columns. Overhead, the wood railing on the porch roof 
was replaced by a metal (probably cast iron) railing from the Royce Opera House at the same time. 
After 1970 a gable roof was placed over the original hipped roof (it was not removed), the west bay 
window was removed and replaced by a larger wing, wide replacement siding was applied to the
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surface of the house, upper level windows were replaced with smaller ones, and the false-front 
between the two generations of houses was removed. In 1981 a large modern double garage was built 
at right angles to the house, to the east.

Still, the house is surrounded by large mature oak and hickory trees planted by Peters. While the 
post- 1944 changes make the house individually ineligible, it still contributes to the farmstead setting 
as a principal building on its original site and remains tangible evidence of the evolution of farmstead 
life over a century of ranching.

6-8. Outbuildings, c. 1890

Behind and to the side of the house are three historic buildings related to the domestic life on the 
farmstead. All are wood frame and clad with horizontal weatherboard and drop siding. Roofing 
material is either the original wood shingles or newer asphalt. The coal house (6). also called the 
"cob house" was moved back from the house when the new garage was built. The ice house (7) 
remains in its original location. Neither structure appears significantly altered. Altered and under 
threat of demolition is the chicken house or hen house (8). Historic photographs show this building 
indeed to be very house-like. Its steep pitched gable roof is oriented east and west. Across the long 
south side are double hung, two-over-two sash windows, three on either side of a central doorway. 
Inside walls are plastered. Recently the west end wall has been removed and a sliding door put in 
place to allow for storage of vehicles or farm equipment inside. Other than this alteration to the end 
wall, and a very early addition (probably dating to the 1920s) to the west end, this building remains 
intact and clearly reflects its historic character.

9-13. Other Contributing Farm Structures and Sites

A small wood shed (9) and a garage (10) are located near the house. The garage is a combination of 
1930s construction and the converted earliest dwelling. Along the east boundary of the farmstead are 
two large double corn cribs (11, 12) from c. 1935. All four buildings contribute to the farmstead 
district. On the north edge of the farmstead is an underground cave or room (13) which may have 
been used for chilled storage or as a root cellar. Also, Peters planted extensive windbreaks and groves
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of trees. Remnants of these windbreaks, which once grew along the north/south section line road 
(stretching for two miles) survive. The grove of hardwoods planted at the west and north edge of the 
farmstead contributes to the historic district as a site.

The total number of contributing resources is fourteen (14), including nine (9) buildings, one (1) site, 
and four (4) structures.

NONCONTRIBUTING STRUCTURES AND OBJECTS

Near the northeast comer of the cattle barn is a concrete stave silo (a) erected in 1969. Farther out. 
along the perimeter of the farmstead are a 1960s machine shed (b), a modern tractor shed (cj, and a 
hay shed (d) built in 1979. All are functioning structures related to the cattle raising operation, but are 
non-contributing because of age.

Fence lines (e) throughout the farmstead are numerous and likely involve a mix of modern and 
historic fencing materials. Information about historic fencing materials and fence line locations was 
not gathered. Fences are considered to be a non-contributing object.

The total number of non-contributing resources is five (5), consisting of four (4) structures and one (1) 
object.

8. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

SUMMARY STATEMENT

Broad View Ranch6 is an operating cattle ranch which uses the farmlands and farmstead buildings

6John R. Stilgoe argues that the use of the term "ranch" implies a focus primarily on the herd, as 
opposed to the land. Stilgoe traces the distinction in land-use concepts between the rancher and the farmer to 
the sixteenth century introduction of Spanish cattle to Florida, and the development of a southern cattle-raising 
tradition which allowed cattle to graze freely as crops were fenced in. This, he says, contrasts with the Yankee 
tradition of fencing in cattle, building large barns to shelter them and planting corn to feed them. The two
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built a century ago by the man who established the ranch, Charles F. Peters. As such it has Criterion 
A significance on the local level as an example of the Western Livestock Farmstead subtype defined in 
the Historic Farmsteads of Lyon County, Iowa, Multiple Property Documentation Form.

Criterion A

The cattle raising operation was established by Charles F. Peters after he settled on his land in Section 
26 of Dale Township, Lyon County, Iowa, in 1884. He had purchased the land two years earlier, but 
it took two years before he and his family relocated permanently from Illinois. Peters had arrived in 
the United States as a young man of 18, seeking more promising opportunities than his German 
homeland could provide.

His cattle at first ranged openly on the unsettled land in Dale Township. 7 As the county population 
rose and land was claimed, Peters purchased more grazing land. In 1888 the Peters family purchased 
land to the west in section 27 and, in 1900, land to the south in section 34 (where the Peters Park is 
located). Eventually, Peters's holding grew to around 1000 acres. Today, the Peters family owns 
1200 acres. On about half of it (566 acres), crops are grown to feed the cattle, the rest is in pasture. 
Otter Creek meanders its way through much of the land, providing fresh water for the animals.

According to family members, Broad View Ranch never raised pure-bred cattle, but a crossbreed of 
Angus and Hereford. Census records from 1895 indicate the Peters family plus one unrelated 31- 
year-old man, a German, lived on the ranch. At the time, Peters's three sons were 15, 13 and 10 years 
old and undoubtedly helped with the ranching operations, though additional labor was probably 
needed. Labor living off the ranch, in nearby farmsteads would not have been counted by the census 
enumerator. The number of additional hands needed also would have varied with the season. By 
1900, the census records indicate one unrelated 23 year-old woman working on the farm. She has the

cultures clashed and mixed in the Ohio river valley first in the early nineteenth century, and continued to blend, 
mix, and occasionally clash, as settlement spread west. John R. Stilgoe, Common Landscape of America, 1580 
to 1845, (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1982), 192-198.

7Pioneer Association of Lyon County, Compendium of History Reminiscences and Biography of Lyon 
County, Iowa (Chicago, 1904-05), 425-27.
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last name of another nearby farm family-Reppentrag—and likely was a young member of that family 
who had gone to work for the Peters. The Peters family boys are by that time 20, 18, and 15, and 
likely provide a great deal of the ranch labor.

Peters was 50 in 1900 and like stockmen from all over Iowa, accompanied his cattle on the train to 
sell them at the stock yards in Chicago.8 An accident on one of these selling trips left Peters with a 
disabled arm. Unfortunately, records pertaining to the ranch in the 1910 census in Iowa are 
unreadable, but it is likely Peters's middle son, also Charles, took over the ranch some time during 
this period. By 1915, Charles E., the son, was 33, married and listed the following numbers and kinds 
of livestock at the ranch: 253 head of cattle, 12 horses, and 140 hogs. Historic photographs from c. 
1915 also show some sheep are kept on the ranch. 9

Charles E. Peters transferred the farm in 1950 to his daughter, Lillian (born 1921) and her husband, 
W. A. Beldt, to whom she was married in 1947. Mrs. Beldt passed away in 1993, but the farm 
continues to be operated by her husband and family. Today, these ranch operators continue to breed, 
feed, fatten and sell cattle. They sell fat cattle directly to market, and also supply other area farmers 
with young cattle. The Broad View Ranch operation has five bulls and 135 cows, each with a calf, or 
275 head in total. There are at least three or four saddle horses still kept at the ranch and housed in 
the main barn that Charles F. Peters built in 1889.

9See William Cronon, Nature's Metropolis: Chicago and the Great West, (New York: W.W. Norton & 
Company, 1991), esp. Chapter 5 "Annihilating Space: Meat," for an excellent discussion of the development of 
the Chicago stock yards, their relationship to the railroads, and their impact on the cattle producers to the west.

9 Charles F., the father, retired to California. The Peters family set aside nearly eight acres some 
distance from the farmstead in section 34 and planted it, at their father's directions, with Chinese Elms in rows. 
This little reserve, called Peters Park by the family, has no structures in it, but does have trails.
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9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Additional references not listed in the bibliography of the Historic Farmsteads of Lyon County, Iowa, 
Multiple Property Documentation Form are:

Interview of David A. Beldt, great grandson of Charles F. Peters, by Jan Nash, 16 September 1993. 

Lyon County Property Transfer Records. Located at the Lyon County Auditor's Office.

Roe, Kenneth E. Corncribs: In History, Folklife and Architecture. Ames: Iowa State University 
Press, 1988.

Stilgoe, John R. Common Landscape of America, 1580 to 1845. New Haven: Yale University Press, 
1982.

10. GEOGRAPHIC DATA

Verbal Boundary Description

The northwest quarter of the southwest quarter of Section 26, Dale Township, Lyon County, Iowa.

Boundary Justification

The district comprises the northwest 1/4 of the southwest 1/4 of Section 26, Dale Township, Lyon 
County, Iowa (Figure 4). This 39-acre section of land is the acreage on which the Broad View Ranch 
farmstead sits, and which is separated from other acreage of the farm for property tax assessment 
purposes.
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Figure 4. Sketches of a typical township layout and detail sketch of Section 26 of Dale 
Township, Lyon County, with Broad View Ranch Historic District marked by diagonal lines.

Dale Township.

Typical township configuration 
and standard acreage sections.
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