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Charlestown Heights
Name of Property

5. Classification
Ownership of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply)

Category of Property
(Check only one box)

_ private _ building(s)

X public-local _ district

_ public-State X site

_ public-Federal _ Structure
_ Object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

N/A

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

LANDSCAPE: park
RECREATION AND CULTURE: outdoor recreation

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

PARK/OTHER: urban designed landscape
POOL COMPLEX: Moderne

Narrative Description

Suffolk. MA
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
1 0 buildings
1 0 sites
14 structures
_ objects
18 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

0

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

LANDSCAPE: park
RECREATION AND CULTURE: outdoor recreation

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation Concrete
walls Concrete

roof  Asphalt

other

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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7. DESCRIPTION

SImmary

Charlestown Heights (dso known as Doherty Playground) is a 3.8-acre park on an extraordinary
hillside ste overlooking the Mystic River in Charlestown, aneighborhood of Boston,
Massechusdtts Itisone of the earliest parks in Boston, being one of fivedesgned by F. L.
Olmged & Co. for densdy crowded urban neighborhoods.

Olmged capitaized on the dte for both active and passve recregtion, dividing the park dong
topographica lines into three sgparatefiinctiona areas, and within them establishing variety by
cregting two very distinct types of landscgpe. Along Bunker Hill Street & the crest of the hill the
Sdewak was widened to allow agenerous soece for games and "promenading” focused on a
fountain a one end, and planted with hede trees (Photos 1 and 2). Thisrelatively formal treatment
continued into the middle section of the park, which featured alarge grassy play areafor small
children, sand courts, and apavilion (Photos 3 and 4). At the oppodite end, where the ground
dropped off sharply to the river, the landscgpe was mede dramaticaly picturesque. Herewasa
terraced overlook with graceful "seets' (Photos 5 and 6) and the winding paths and seps of rough
boulderwork found in Olmgted's larger parks (Photos 8 and 9).

Today the park's neighborhood continues to be densdy residentia bordered by commercid and
industrial development on Medford Stret (Photos 12,13, and 25).  The essance of the park’s
7 origina plan remans intact, as well asthe intent of the Olmgted firm thet it sarve active as well as
""" pesdverecredgtiond uses

The active play area hes changed the mogt, due to the city's periodic need to introduce updated
recregtiond facilities. A swimming pool and bathhouse complex replaced the ftmction of abathing
beach added shortly after Olmsted's time on the flats by the river (which had become polluted); the
pavilion was replaced with anew field housg, itself later replaced with the bathhouse and the
central lawn was paved over for basketbal courts and play equipment (Photos 15-20).

Neverthdess, these changes were mede to an areadready intended for active play goece, and dl but
the pool complex are reversble.

The passve aress a the upper and lower ends of the park have retained the most historic character.
,  The upper promenade has matured into the tree-shaded refuge Olmated envisoned, still focused on
the original granite fountain. It now hes paved pathsand seets and isin good condition (Photo 14).
* ' Thelower overlook and hillside, on the other hand, have sufferedfi-omdeferred maintenance and
vanddism. The play area encroeches on the tranquil overlook, which hes logt its path and the seets
. Olmged positioned to take advantage of river views (Photo 21). Much of the charming system of
winding pathsand sone geps remans intact. However, aportion of the eestem gair isdaosed off
due to collgpse from abutting sSte work (Photo 25) and some gone dements ae missing. Plantings

(continued)
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ae overgrown, and the dope below the pool nesds repar from erosion and damegefromfrozen
pipes. . -

Lastly, the riverfront hes experienced continuing landfill and industria development which hes
dtered both near and digant views from the park. In Olmsted's day the "hither bank™ housed

factories and docks (Photo 7), adthough sectionsof undeveloped riverfront allowed for a"grand
sweeping view over the marshes of the Mystic* (Photo 21).  Thisonce picturesque view is now

obscured by the early 20th-century suger refineries which line Charletown's industrial waterfront.

Neverthdess, even the origina Olmgted plan intended for the judicious use of plantings to screen
out "intrusons.”

There is some name confusion assodated with thispark. The correct names pertaining to it aeits

origina name, Charlestown Heights (sometimes Charlestown Heights Playground isused in Parks
Department reports); its current name conferred in 1942, Endggn John J. Doherty Playground; and
its pool, the Paul Clougherty Pool. This ste should not be conftised with the nearby Charlestown

Playground aso designed by Olmsted (renamed Ryan Playground in 1942), or the John A. Doherty

Playground, located dsawherein Boston.

Current Description

Charlestown Heights occupies the northern dope of Bunker Hill. It iswell known in American
history as the supposed dte of the Battle of Bunker Hill, the first great battle of the Revolutionary
Wa on June 17, 1775, though the battle was actudly fought on nearby Bresd's Hill.

Thisrectangular hillside park occupies the westem two-thirds of acity block bounded by Bunker
Hill Street to the south, Medford Street to the north, and &. Martin (formerly Quincy) Street to the

wedt (Fig. 15). Theremander of the block not covered by the park, beginning & ages dation a the

Medford Sfreet base, isbounded by North Mead Street to the eedt.

Bunker Hill Street isamajor commercid and resdentia thoroughfare (Photo 12), and Medford
Stregt pardlds the Boson and Maine Railroad which sarvicestheriverfrontindustrial complex.
The neighborhood between these two  arteries ismade up primarily of multi-family row houses
(Photo 13). Thehillside areaeedt of North Mead Street is dominated by anold Catholic cemetery,
with the . Francis de Sdes Roman Catholic Church (1862), convent, and rectory Stuated & the
cared of the hill dong Blinker Hill Stredt.

Fencesinrich variety surround the park. The Bunker Hill Street border is defined by a painted
cagt-iron picket fence whose two  entrance openings arefl ankedby granite posts. The other
perimeters dong &. Martin Street, Medford Street, and the interior are largely marked by gray

granite ashlar retaining walls, 4' high and 2" wide with 10" high granite coping, generdly topped by

iron pickets except dong Medford Street (Photo 24).

(continued)
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o7 The park isdivided into threeftjnctional sections (Fig. 14) corresponding to itstopography, the
highest point being an devation of 111" a the southeest comer. There isardatively flat upper
promenade adong Bunker Hill Streat (a condant dope from elevation 99 to 84), asomewhat flatter
centra play area(falling from devation 87 to 80), and agegp dope leading down to Medford
Stret (adrop from elevation 80 to 27). The centrd play areais sgparated from the promenede
above by aconcrete wall topped with iron fencing (Photo 15) and pierced by two sets of granite

.. dairs, while a gonetarace topped by a pargpet of individual puddingstone blocks and boulders

.- (Photo 21) separates the play areafrom the dope below.

The promenade (Photo 14) provides aformal transition from sunny, busy Bunker Hill Street by
affording shedy placestowak and st. It isaccessble from both Bunker Hill and St. Martin
Stregts. A long pardld path sysem of concrete isbordered by precast concrete and wood benches
and mature trees; it surrounds alawn dotted with additiond trees. The origina granite drinking
fountain with surrounding seets completes the eest end; it iscurrently filled with concrete and not
fiinctional. A lawn extends beyond the fountain up to the property line. Close to Bunker Hill

V-" ' Sredt, halfway up the lawnto the property line, isagray granite monument with abronze plague
honoring the Battle of Bunker Hill. It was erected in 1926 by the Daughters of the American

7 Revolution. Non-historic park features include an accessbledrinking fountain and severd Boston

Parks and Recregtion Department Sgns, the largest of which givesthe park's name and is fastened
to ameta gandard just ingde the fence dong Bunker Hill Stredt.

The centrd play areacontains dl the park's activerecregtiond facilities. 15 acresisgiven over to
the Clougherty Pool complex, which aouts the eestlem property line and extendsthe ftiU length of
the play areafrom the edge ofthe promenade to the edge of the overlook. This complex was
designed by John M. Gray Company, Architectsfor the George Robert White Fund (described in
section 8 below). 1t comprises abathhouse, a 7500-square-foot swimming pool, a 2400-square-foot
% diving pool, concrete bleachers, and apumphouse, dl for summer seasond use (Photos 18 and 19).

s+ The commodious M odeme bathhouse (Photos 16 and 18) isa smplerectangular concrete smcture
whose decorative dements impart gregt interest and style. Thetwo-story building istopped by a
flat roofftimishedwith apartialy-covered deck. An open section faces north over the adjacent
pool and digant Mystic River, while acovered (but openrsded) section faces south to the
promenade and Bunker Hill Strest. Three-dtory dair towers anchor the Bunker Hill Strest comers.

Thetwo-pile sructure hes sx bays and isnearly symmetricd. Its main entranceisa thefar end of
, " theBunker Hill Sfreet facade, opposite the sreet entrance to the park. The principa facade,
- however, faces the pool. The centrd core isflankedby tower-like vertical projections marking
entrances to the men's and women's facilities through double meta doors on the ground floor.
, Another even wider metd door is a the end beyond the | eft tower. Bothfloorshave horizontal
bands of metad awning-style windows, symmetricaly goaced and aranged mostly six over two (at

(continued)
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second-floor level, four over two in the towers and six over three a the ends). Ventilation louvers
; , takethe place of panesin somecases The S Martin Street facade hes two additional meta doors
> with transoms, therightmostdoor being opposite the vehicular entrance a S Martin Street and
, ' equipped with double doors for vehicle and whedchair acoess Bathhouse facilities include
", women's and men'slocker rooms; afirst ad room and facilitiesfor the handicapped, ederly, ad
; children; lifeguard room; and staff office. Theroof deck, which housesaconcesson ares, is
presently closed.

. The bathhousgs dreamlined exterior is acoented with richly decorative trim. The primary emphess
ishorizontal, achieved through facade incising, the horizonta windows, flat roof, and linear meta
baudrade dements surrounding the roof deck. Vertica contragt is provided by the towers, whose
edges ae highlighted by sepped pilasters. The tower facades are decorated with sculpted fiiezes
displaying streamlined plant and anima motifs (Photo 17 shows details of the women's Sde, where
afemde figure poised on adolphin isriding the waves). Red paint gives aplayftil touch to the
metal doors and window trim. Commemorative bronze plagues marking the pool's establishment in
1949 by the George Robert White Fund decorate the center of the pool facade and an interior
corridor. The pool was given amassve renovation in 1989 and is presently in good condition.

Beside the pool complex are two basketbal courts and facilitiesfor smal children (swings,
Flashiwading pool, concrete shede shdter, and playground, as seen in Photos 15 and 20). The area
is acoessble from both the upper promenade and S. Martin Street; service vehicles can enter
&; through aged pipe vehicular gate on . Martin Street.  [ron-picket-topped concrete walls, like
. those separaing the recreation aress from the promenade above, surround the pool complex (Photos
16 and 19) and ssgments of chain link fencing surround portions of the children's playground
(Photos 15 and 20).

> . Thelowest portion of the park isadoping meedow which retains itsoriginal picturesque
. circulation sygem and informal, naturahgtic feeling. A graceful run of mstic Sone depsleads to a
broad path benegth the overlook (Photo 23). Additional stone Seps and curving paths v*nd down
to Medford Street below. The granite Sgps and puddingstone chesk walls are asgnature Olmsted

landscgpefeature. The paths, originally gravel or macadam, are now paved with bituminous
concrete.

Olmged's design cdled for plantings whose principal am was ftmction. Heframedthe park and  ; »
reened it from the Sghts and sounds of the surrounding neilghborhood with large shede trees

, ' dong the entire eestem and westem boundaries and dense shmbbery a the Medford Street bese
(Photo 9). Within this framing, each of the three sections had plantings gppropriate to its particular
ftmction serving to sgparate thosefimctionsf romone ancther.

(continued)
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The upper promenade featured an dlee of large trees pardld to Bunker Hill Stregt to provide shede
and agrove for city concerts (Photo 2). The centrd play areafegtured alarge, open lawn for the
gentle play of smdl children, and for asmoath foreground to the distant river view. Scattered shmb
groupings essed the trangtions a ether end. At the promenade end, shmbs surrounded the Sgps
leading down into the play areafrom the fountain,flankedthe pavilionin two dongated idands
facing the promenade, and likewiseflankedthe sand courts facing the grass (Photos 3 and 4). At
the overlook end, shmbbery conceded the quiet sset areafrom the adjoining lawn (Photo 6). The
hillside below, in contragt to thetwo upper arees wias intended to gopear quite wild. The rocky
terracewall supporting the overlook was thickly planted with low ghrubbsand clambering vines, an
especidly picturesque rough boulder "grotto” weas framed with unmly vines near the Sgps imder the
northwest terrace wall (behind the path in Photo 8). Theremaining hillside had afew open aress of
rough meedow (Photo 7) and many drategicaly-placed groupings of large, densdy-planted shmbs.
They sarved to make this part of the park gopeer larger then itis by offering periodic fresh views
from the winding pathsand sone geps  Vines and shmibs dripped in picturesgque profiision over the
deps puddingstone chesk walls, epecidly a the degpest northeest comer.

It gopears that only ahandftil of large oak and maple trees, and perhgps some tangled vinesremain
fromthe original planting. One cannat be certain, however, as no planting lists describing exactly
what was used on the Ste have been found to date. However, Olmated preferred to use native
materias in amanner conggtent with the origina character of the land, and there are documented
plantings for smilar landscapes underteken by the Olmgted firm a roughly the same time as
Charlestown Heights, such as Franklin Park and the Muddy River Improvement in Boston's
"emerdd necklace" of parks

For tall shede trees such as those on the periphery and the promenade dlee, Olmgated often used red
o2k, white oak, sugar meple, slver maple, and American em.  For medium-szed shmbsin groups
like those about the edges of the centra lawn, he used such plants as privet, barberry, shining
umeac, and vibumum. For the boulder retaining wall beneeth the overlook, Olmsted would have
sought the gppearance of old, spontaneous growth by inserting among the boulders some dose
;growing ground covers, vines, and smal shmbs. Typical plantings were low rambling rose,

7- honeysuckle, grape, ampdopss trailing euonymus, and American bittersweet. On the wilder lower
hillside, large shrubs might have included saghom sumac, common witch hazdl, and vibumum;
wheress | ow-growing shmbs and groundcovers might have included yellowroot, bitterswest,
fragrant sumac, and potentilla. In Segp arees near the boundaries, where it was necessary to
discourage use, he might have usad spiny shmibs like barberry and briar.

Probably origina large oak and maple trees dand a eech Medford Street comer, to theright of the
vehicular gatea S. Martin Strest and outsde the fence by the southeest comer of the basketball
court (both could be origina promenedetrees), and a the southeest Bunker Hill Street comer by the
DAR monument. Noneisin good condition.

(continued)
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Olmged's design intent remains evident throughout the park except in much of the centrd play
aren, discussed further below. There continue to be large shede trees (silver and Norway maple, .
elm, and 0ak) aong the eestem and westem boundaries, though they are probably less dense than

* Olmged envisoned (Photos 18 and 19). The promenade continues to have aquiet feeling and

. formal plantings consgent with Olmgted's intent, though paved wa kways surrounding long grass

-, beds havereplaced the origina gravel. When the pathways were ingtalled in 1932, they were lined
indgde and out with new trees of unspecified poecies 1n 1977, Norway mapleswere added. A few
;7\ remnantsof the original dlee remain, as noted above, gpparently among those noted as"existing

trees’ of about 20" diameter onthe 1977 plan. Grass continues in use behind the fountain.

Clearly the centrd play areds vegetation is entirdly new because new surfaces were nesded

" underfoot when recreationd facilities changed to meat modem nesds and accommodate older
children. Initially alarge circular lawn endosed by a shmb-dotted walk and ending a a scenic
overlook, mogt of the lawn and the north and eadt portions of the walk were later paved to
accommodate anew field house (now gone), the pool complex, basketbal courts and tot |ot.
However, the westem perimeter dong S. Martin Street, where most of the younger children's
facilities are concentrated, continues to have the type of vegetation Olmsted envisoned; tall shede
treesand grass remain outside the perimeter walk, and thereis grassingde thiswalk up to the
concrete sheter. Smdl trees and shmibs have been added beside the tot |ot, and grass hes been
planted a the overlook where originally there were a path and seets On the eedt Sde, messss of
evergreen shmbs were recently planted beside the splash pool.

The lower hillside retains much of the Olmgated fedling, though it isboth more and lesscivilized
than he intended. In addition to the (probably original) large trees & the Medford Street comers
(described above) amdler tress here now include honeylocust, ash, crabgpple, dder, and red
chokecherry. There ismore meadow and it isless rough, while the shmbs haveas aresult of
deferred maintenance become very overgrown. Blackberry and bittersveet (both possibly original)
choke the hillside dong with other (probably volunteer) vines and poisonivy, and volunteer trees
have grown into the rocky area below the overlook. The generd impresson now isof an areamore
overgrown than picturesque.

Night fighting for most evening use of the park comesfrom dreet lights dong its perimeter.
Additiona lighting is provided by four 40'concrete poles encircling the basketbal courts, the cobra
heed lights on concrete poles & the top of the southwest and northwest stairs, and security lightsin
the swimming pool complex.

Archaeological Description

Charlestown Heights is located between Medford, . Martin, and Bunker Hill Stregts in
Charlestown, and is bounded and fenced on the eestem limits by aresdential neighborhood. The

(continued)
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park was originally designed in 1891 by F. L. Olmsted and Company as part of the planned park
sydem of Bogton. The city acquired the parce in 1876 from the Edtate of William Dehon. This
parcd originaly extended acrossMedford Street and included the Mystic River waterfront. The
waterfront parcel of the property is presently occupied by Mystic Park, an industrial park which
contains agorage facility, office goaceand aparking lot. The land-use history of the project area
does not gppear to be extensve, however without completing adetailed sudy of the parcd itis
difficult to assess what archaeologica survivas might remain. Charlestown Heights now serves
& amulti-purpose recregtiona areawhich isoccupied by abath house and pool areg, atot lot, a
pavilion areg, basketba| courts, aflat treelined park area, and a scenic overlook containing

dairs, bordering wallsand pathways.

No prehigtoric Stesare recorded in the parcd known as Doherty Park. Thirteen prehistoric Stes
are located within aone mileradius of the property, however eight of these Stesare located in
Boston Proper, and five are located dong or near the water, either on the Charles River or Boston
Harbor. The Pdeoenvironmenta reconstmction of the parcel has not been determined, however
the historica environmenta reconstruction of the property showsthat Medford Street follows the
original Contact Period shoreline. Prehistoric Stesmay survive in aress that were not affected by
constmction impacts, or in filled areas aprocesswhich would have protected any extant cultural
remans. Depending on the land-use history of the property, a moderate potential for the location
of prehigoric dtes exids.

A moderate potential exids for the recovery of historic archaeologica survivas on the
Charlestown Heights. A map of Charlestown in 1794 showsthe shoreline of the Mystic River
just north of and following the route of Medford Street (Thompson, 1794). By 1830, afew small
dwellings were located on the south Sde of Bunker Hill Street and neer Maiden Bridge.
Development continued in the surrounding area, however no smctures were evident on the
property until a leest 1885. Inan atlasof 1835, two wood sheds are located in the center of the
property owned by Wm. Dehon's heirs(Bromley, 1885).

y ¥,y (end) . A
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8. Statement of Significance
Applicable National Register Criteria

(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for Natlonai Register listing.)

X A Property is associated with events that have
made a significant contribution to the broad
patterns of our history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

X C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

_ A owned by religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

B removed from its original location.

C a birthplace or grave.

D a cemetery.

E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.
F a commemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance

within the past 50 years.
Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References

Suffolk. MA
County and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

COMMUNITY PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT
ENTERTAINMENT/RECREATION
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE

Period of Significance
1891-1947

Significant Dates
1891 and 1947

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

N/A

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Architect/Builder
F. L. Olmsted & Co. Landscape Architects

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

_ preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

__ previously listed in the National Register

__ previously determined eligible by the National
Register

_ designated a National Historic Landmark

_ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

_ recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data:

_ State Historic Preservation Office
_ Other State agency
_ Federal agency
X Local government
_ University
X Other
Name of repository:
Massachusetts Historical Commission
Boston Landmarks Commission
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8. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

SUImmary

Charlestown Heightsis significant as awork of F. L. Oimged & Co. under the direction of
Frederick Law Olmsted, S-., specificaly as the best remaining example of the small neighborhood
parks that were an integra part of the metropolitan park sysem the firm designed for Boston.

Inaddition, itis significant as areflection of city government's response to the recreationd neads of
C an increasingly dense urban population a the tum of the century.

Frederick Law Olmsted. S. and the Boston Parks "7y -
, FrederickLawOlmsted(1822-1903) was the acknowledged father of American landscape
architecture and preeminent practitioner of the professon for 40 years. In the 1850s he and his first
A partner, Cavert Vaux, cregted Centrd Park in New Y ork, the country's first large urban public
Soece designed solely for recregtion. He and his severd partners took on over 600 other
commissons including dozens of other city and date parks (such as Progoect Park in Brooklyn,
Mount Roya Park in Montreal, Bellelde Park in Detroit), and comprehensve systems of parks
connected by parkways (for Brooklyn, Chicago, Buffalo, and Bogton). In addition, hisfirm s the
dandard for public dte planning (the U. S Capitol grounds and the World's Columbian Exposition
in Chicago), resdentid subdivisons (Riverside, Illinois), private edates (George W. Vanderbilt's
Biltmorein North Caroling), and campuses (Stanford University).

F. L. Olmsted was operating in unique times. In the mid-19th century cities throughout the United
Saesexpeaienced unprecedented growth through indudtriadization and immigration. Olmsted and
others saw the need to create public "breathing goeces’ to prevent diseese and presarvedwindling
open goace. He strongly espousad public parks as placesfor al people to escape city pressures
through the retorative power of soothing scenery and what he called "communitiveness” the
friendly mingling of people from avariety of socid dasses An often-quoted phrase from
Olmgted's writuigs about public parks dates

....Wewant aground to which people may easly go after their day'swork is done....
seaing, hearing, and feeling nothing of the bustle and jar of the dredts.... Wewarnt the
gregtest possble contrast with the dreets and the shops and the rooms of the town....
We want, especidly, the grestest possible contragt with the restraining and confining
conditions of the town, those conditions which compd us to walk circumspectly,
watchfiilly, jealoudy, which compd usto look dosdy upon others without

sympathy.... o
L - e a Loyt e . .
y "Lte -iy (continued) "T
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Under hisinfluence, landscape design, especidly park design, took on socid ams, land came to be
aranged not only for scenic effect but dso to promote the hedth, comfort, and wellbeing of
everyone who usad it.

Frederick Law Olmgted's desgnswere pagtord and picturesgque, as Spontaneous and inevitableas
the naturd landscagpe. More than any other landscgpe designer of his era he was able to promote a
senee of tranquillity through the congstent application of the principlesof subordination and
sparaion.  Subordination (of individual dements to overal desgn) isfoundin his parks, where
dructures merge into the landscgpe, and walks and drives flow through it with such gentle grades
and curves that moving dong them requires minimal attention. Separation (of conflicting uses) is
foundin his park sysgems, where large parks designed for the enjoyment of scenery are
upplemented by smdler recreationa aress for other activities, and where pededrian traffic is
Sgparated from vehicdles. Other important design principles he espoused are asfollows:

. Scenery nesd not be gpectacular, but should have apleasing, smple, rural agpect. Extended
views across water ae egpecidly caming. Within alimited area, Snuous curves can be usd
to provide fresh views of centrd open goeces from severd points.

. Promenades and scenic overlooks are ided for restorative non-exertive recreation and the
enjoyment of

. Trees and shrubscan effectively shut out city Sghts and sounds, and separate aress of pessve
and active recregtion.

. Rantings should be mogtly of native materids.

. Any necessary buildings should be as incongpicuous as possible.

Completed a the end of F. L. Oimded's caresr, the Boston park sysem isone of his boldest and
mogt complex undertakings, perhgps hismogt influential design. 1t isthe country's most
comprehensve park sysem of the era -V,

After the highly publicized suoccess of Centra Park, Boson meade improvements to its own Public
Gadensin 1859 and 1860, and began seeking suitable land for additiond public parks. Severd
plans were put forth over aperiod of years. Okngted'sinvolvement (informally beginning in 1870,
formally in 1878) was amgjor factor in his decison to move hishome and officefromNew Y ork
to the Boston suburb of Brookline in 1883,

Bogton's overall open goece was intended to provide two types of parks: scenic outer rurd parksfor
the recreetion of the entire city, and inner urban parks with waterfronts on the harbor andriversfor
daily relief of citizensin the most crowded arees The outer, or continuous, part of the system,
which came to be known &s the "Emerald Necklace," comprised five milesof linked parks, ponds,
and parkways running from the dreedy established Boston Common and Commonwedth Avenue

(continued)



NPS Fonn tO-900-a OMB Approval No. 1024-0018

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Charlestown Heights
Section number n Page | Bogton (Charlestown), (Suffolk County)

Massarhiispitfs n

Mall to the Back Bay Fens, then dong the Muddy River Improvement to Jamaica Pond, the Arnold
. Arboretum, and Franklin Park.

Olmged's Neighborhood Parks

In contrasgt to the pastord larger parks of the Emerald Necklace, the urban parks were smdl
breething placesto promoate public hedth in tenement neighborhoods.  Specifically, Olmsted noted
in the Second Report of the Commissoners of the Baston Parks Department,

"The urban parks have been located as near as possible to the present densdy
occupied partsof the city, for  sanitary reesons |, and d 0 to sarve as evaryday

A play-grounds, where the children can exercdise with safety, and asresortsfor their
parents a the dose of abusy day.”

Charlestown Heights was one of only five such parks desgned under Frederick Law Olmged, S.
for Bogon. The otherswere Charlesbank, the embankment dong the Charles River in the West
End; Wood Idand Park in Eagt Boston; Charlestown Playground, a separate Charlestown park neer
Sullivan Square; and North End Park, aso known as Copps Hill Taraces Many more were
desgned by the Olmsted firm in Boston and dsawherein the first decades ofthe 20th century.

The mod basic requirements F. L. Olmgted, S. had for such neighborhood parks were very smple:

Usudly thereisnothing better for the purpose of thisdass of grounds than a smple
open grove, or, onthe amdler oeces agroup of forest trees (sdected with regard for
probable vigor and pameanent hedth under the cdrcumdances) with awalk through or
around it, proper provisons agand injury and unssemly use adrinking fountain, and
convenient seets out of the lines of pessage...

Hansfor the five Baston neighborhood parks, however, went significantly farther. They all
followed the prototype of Charlesbank - thefirst playground in the country - dthough with
variations according to the 9ze and topography of the sSte. They were desgned for use by locd
resdentsof all ages and included such features as sandboxes, swings, and grassy play aress for
amadl children; outdoor gymnasums and playingfiel dsfor older children and adults (where soece

- permitted); gathering placesfor families, with walks and sitting aress for passverecregtion, strolls,
and relaxation. All were sited dongriveror oceen banks to providerefreshing breezesand distant
views, and to incorporate public bathing or swimming, as many tenamentslacked private bathing
facilities.'

(continued) Vo

" Only the beach intended for Charletown Flayground was nat built, possbly because Devey Beach hed
bean built a Charletown Haghts in the meantime
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+ The Charlestown Neighborhood and Bunker Hill

. Charlestown isthe sscond-oldest settlement of the Massachusetts Colony, founded in 1629 by
English settlers. Failing to find a source of freshwater there, Govemor Winthrop and mogt of the
stlement party rdocated to aneighboring peninsulain 1630, establishing the town of Boston.

Though later augmented by subgtantia 1andfill operations (sse below), Charlestown originated as a
amdl peninsula sgparated from Bogton to the south by anarrow, degp channd, with the Mystic
River to the esst and the Charles River to thewed. It was about one mile from north to south, and
about one-haf mile wide a the southem tip near Boston; a the north the land narrowed to a pess or
"neck” connecting it with the mainland (Fig. 1).

Bunker Hill isone of three prominent hills on thispeninsula. Itrisesgradudly from the neck,
dopes on the north and eadt toward the Mystic River, and connects by ari dgeon the south with
, BreadsHill, then Moulton's Point a the southeest comer (Fig. 2). The eesteam portionsof the hills

Sparated the densest settlement on the south and west from the clay pitsthat stretched dong the

: Mystic River, and wereinitially usaed chiefly for hay and pasturing; in the custom of the times,

, Bunker Hill derives its name from the wedthy emigrant George Bunker, who arrived in 1634 and
hed alarge pasture running over the summit. The Battleof Bunker Hill, however, actudly took
place on Bread'sHill where the Bunker Hill Monument sands today.

Charlestown's economic prosperity resulted from itslocation. Asearly as the first decede of
sttlement, the naturd degp water port aregted by the confluence of the Charles and Mystic Rivers
afracted severd wharves and ashipyard to the eestem shordine. After the Revolutionary War,
flirther trangportation devdopments solidified Charlestown's position as amagjor port. The
peninsula became linked to its surrounding towns by new bridges (to Boston in 1786, Chdsealin
1802, and Cambridge in 1810), and to the interior Merrimack River Valley in 1803 by the opening
of the 27-mile-long Middlesex Cand which terminated a the neck. Maritime activity wes dudered
aong the numerous wharves which lined the harbor, eventudly producing the industria ri ngof
shipping (and later rail) devedlopment around Charlesown's core resdential community that

‘e urvives to this day.

The creetion of additiona land for commercid uses began in the mid-1840s with the filling ofthe
Middlesex Cand, which had been rendered obsolete by the advent of railfransportation. Then the t
Charles River tidal basin was filled in the 1870s to facilitate railroad traffic on the three sgperate ralil
lines which had been reaching Charlestown's wharves via causawvays Warehouses, breweries,
factories, and raillyardswere condructed on landfill stretching dong the southem and westem

dhores to the neck.

(continued)
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""" , A smilarfransformationhad begun on the northern shore when Medford Street was laid out in the
' 1830s Medford Street skirted the hill dong the Mystic River, beginning a the neck beside a beech
a the bese of Bunker Hill (now Sullivan Square). Thiswaterfront became Charlestown's premier

shipping center when the Charles River basin became landlocked through filling in the 1870s as
noted above. Fringe commercid activities encircled residentia development of Bunker Hill witha
complex of rail yards and warehouses onthe Mystic River. In 1873 the Mystic Docks were
deveoped by the Boston and Lowell Railroad between Medford Street and the river. Trandferred to
the Boston & Mainein 1887, these docks became the center of Bogton's export timber trade and
were the receiving point for grest quantities of coa used and distributed by the railroad. Other new

" indudtries were afoundry, bakery, and fumiture factories. Facilities for manufacturing black leed
(graphite) for sove polish, shoeblacking and shoamakers wax sood a the foot of N. Mead Sfreet
in 1885.

The devdopment of dl these port, transportation, and manufacturing facilitiesin Charlestown led
to dramatic increasssin population dengty which, in tum, spurred multi-family tenement
devdopment. Between 1830 and 1870 the population tripled, reaching 28,000 in 1870. It pesked
a 41,400 in 1910. Charlestown was annexed by the City of Bostonin 1873.

Many working-class resdents, including the mushrooming immigrant population in both
Charlestown and Boston, were especidly atracted to Charlestown by The availability of public
trangportation. Asearly as 1860 adreet railroad into Boston operated on Bunker Hill and other
dredts in 1901 it was converted to eectricity a the same timethat an devated railroad was built
over Main Street from Boston to Sullivan Square. By the tum ofthe century Charlestown hed
become 90% Irish in nationality.

In the early 20th century, population growth sagnated but commercid activities continued to
expand on the fringes. Landfill activity continued aong the northem border. On Medford Street
flanking the bese of Doherty Playground, the Revere Sugar Refinery was built in 1918 and
Schrafft's confectionery plantin 1927.

Today Charlestown covers an areaof 14 square mileswith apopulation of 14,700, about 96%
1 white, representing 2.8% of Bogton's population (according to 1990 census datidtics). Its
* population density is 17 people per acre, alittle less than the Boston average.

Higtoric Development of Charlestovm Heights and its Remaining Integrity
In 1891 the city acknowledged Charlestown's lack of open goece and acquired two Stesfor a small
park and playground: the former Dehon estate on Bunker Hill (later Charlestown Heights), and the
nearby Guild Tannery property on Tufts Mill Pond by Sullivan Squeare (later Charlestown

+. Payground). i

(continued)
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The city first acquired the William Dehon edate in 1876 for non-payment of taxes, the tract was
sold to William B. Bacon in 1877, reverting back to city ownership in 1891.  The land gppearsto e
have beaen vacant, though surrounded by commercid and residentia devdopment onal ddes. The
alasof 1875 shows no use, while that of 1885 (Fig. 3) depictstwo buildings. The Dehon tract
condgted of three parcastotaling 105 acres 38 aores doped from the highest part a Bunker Hill
Sfreet down to Medford Stret. This comprised the origina part of the park known as Charlestown
Heights, and the subject of thisnomination. Medford Street sgperated Charlestown Heights from
the remaining land which lay on the other sde: an additiona 5 acre between Medford Street and
the Bogton & Lowell Railroad track, and 6.2 aores offlatson the Mystic River, which became
Dewey Beach (Figs. 4 ad 5).

The Dehon tract's varied topography and river view madeit an inspired choicefor a new
neighborhood park. Thesite(Fig. 6), designintent (Fig. 7), and pavilion stmcture (Fig. 8) were
later described as follows by Frederick Law Olmsted, Jr., writingin 1897 in Harper's Weekly:

...Charlestown Heights...is Stuated on the northem dope of Bunker Hill - the red
Bunker Hill, not the spurious one where the battle took place and the monument was
built. It reachesfrom neer the crest of the hill toitsfoot, adigance of about five
hundred and fifty feet, dropping down adeclivity of about sixty feet. The feature of
Charlestown Heights isagrand sivegping view over the marshes of the Mystic, as yet
; amog untouched, except upon the hither bank, by the growth of the city, to the

digtant suburbs of Maiden and Everett, with the permanently forested hills of the
Middlesex Fdlsin the digance beyond. Thedesgnin thiscase takes the peculiar

advantage of the location as its controlling motive throughout, and atempts to meke
the mogt of it.

At the high end of the ground upon the Sfreet isasmdl graveled plaza,
which sarvesfor the games that ordinarily have to go onin the dret, and
which will serveadmirably for aconcert grove when thefreesget large
enough. At the edge of the little plaza the ground drops to alower level.
The upper floor of the house shown on the plan is open but for the pods
which support the roof, and dands & aleve overlooking the plaza, as
well as the lower groundto the north and the broad view beyond.
Immediately infrontof the building are sand courts for little children,
and the basement is recessad to provide a shdtered walk with segts for
the mothers. The besament contains & o the toilet-rooms, refreshment
¢ dand, elc. Before the sand courts alawn dopes down to arough bowlder

pargpet and terracewall overgrown with aregpers and other plants, and
commanding the same view, with adifferent foreground. Below this
terracethe hill isvery degp, and is, in the main, a saries of rocky dopes

J2.  with arich plant growth, through which awinding path and Sgps Ieed
down to the Sfreet below.
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The pavilion/shelter (from plans of Wdker & Kimballfleshingout Oimged's preiminary design)
was heated with coa and lighted by eectric lights.

Two pieces of correspondence regarding constmction are available. A Febmary 4, 1892
memorandum, apparently responding to architect's plansfor the shelter, notes among many other
details that the seatsfor mothers by the sand courts "... should all be divided off every 20 inches by
iron armsto prevent loafers lying uponthem.” Following this, alengthy letter of April 29 to the
Chairman of the Boston Park Commission attemptsto dismiss once and for all the persistent
suggestion of alocal historian that the park design be modified to preservealarger portion of the
highest part of the original surface, in honor of alleged remainsfrom a small, temporary * lee
fortification (a"redoubt™) built by the British during the Revolutionary War on the dte of the
present . Frands de Sdes Roman Catholic Church. In thisletter (Sgned only with thefirm's
name but gpparently written ether by Frederick Law Olmged, S.. or, more likely, his nephew and
gegpson John Charles Olmged) two important points are emphasized about the park’s ftmction and
its sgparaion from the encroaching urben landscape. Firdt, the centra lawn "both as a play-ground
for little children and as abeautiful foreground to the fine digtant view, isthe mog important

feature of the plan.” And sscond, it was intended thatfreesplanted aong the west border (now S
Martin Sfreet), screen the park from "ugly, three-story, wooden tenement houses, with flat roofs
upon which clothes ae hung out to dry,” as well as"frame in and form an agresgble foreground for
the beautiful and unobsmcted view to the north over the Mystic River.”

Charlestown Heights was congmcted according to plan; only the intended bridge across Medford
Stregt was not built. Such abridge was usad to soan & Martin Sfreet when it was congmcted in
1896, while a Medford Street an underpess to what became Dewey Beach was built in 1898.

Subgtantia regrading of the hilly ste was neaded tof | attenthe upper promenede and cenfrd play
aess Surplus gonefound in the excavation and not used in the walls supporting the terrace below
the overlook was broken up and deposited on the walksfor surfacing. Granite retaining walls were
built on the three doping sdes, and geps were congmcted of granite with puddingstone chegk
walls. Gracefiil iron-framed wooden seets with iron armrests were placed a the overlook and on
the curving path below it (Photo 8). Lamp-podts were ingtdled for dectric lighting. The park
opened in 1895.

Subssquent dterations have focused on expanding the active recregtiond facilities in the centrd
aen, and the amctures to sarve them, while making the plazalpromenade area more formal as its
frees matured. These dterations are discussad in detail below for eech of the three sections, dong

(continued)
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with comments as to the remaining integrity of each section, followed by adiscusson of the
integrity of thase agpects which goply in large part to the park as awhole, namdy its location,
setting, and association.

Changes in the promenade began in 1901 with the ingtdlation of an iron fence (planned snce 1896)
on eech Sde of the pavilion; then or later (by 1932) seats were placed dongit. 1n 1909 asmilar
iron picket fence was congmcted aong Bunker Hill Sfreet, probably to protect the growing trees, or
in connection with electrification of the dreat railway (both fence and railway are prominent
features of Photo 11). By 1932 the pavilion was demolished (sse discusson below). The
promenade was made more formal in 1932, possbly triggered by ongoing maturation of thetrees,
which would have prohibited active gamesin thisareg, (Fig. 10). Thewide gravel surface was
replaced with concrete waks surrounding two ova grassy beds with acircular bed and flagpole
between them. The origina dlee was supplemented by additiond trees (of unspecified goedes) in
pitsinsarted a intervasindgde and outsde the conarete walks. The iron fencing and benches
previoudy introduced were now removed; new benches were ingaled facing the new grass beds
inddethe newly paved walks. New granite gepsleading down to the grassy play areawere

inserted on centerline with the pavilion. Similar dterations were medein 1977 (Fig. 13): new
concrete curbing and iron fencing were ingtdled a the north end, thefl agpol ewas removed, a new
bese was mede for the DAR monument (see description, p. 4), the present precast concrete and
wood bencheswere infroduced, and 14 Norway maple trees were planted outsde the concrete walk.

A comparison of the historic plan (Fig. 7) with the current plan (Fig. 14) (not consdering the
pavilion, which is discussed below) shows continuing integrity of design intent: it fulfills Olmaed's
vision of atree-sheded promenadewith agranite fountain a the south end as focal point. The
granite ashlar wall surrounding the fountain (both wall and fountain were built by Waker &
Kimball, architects of the pavilion) may be the same materid used in the pavilion. The later
additions of concrete paths and benches are conggtent with Olmgaed's intent for aquiet resting
place shaded by mature trees. Integrity of materids isretained in the fountain, but not the paving,
where concrete and grass replaced gravd. Integrity of feding isdefinitely conveyed in thisquie,
shedy area (Photo 14), which continues to be arestful "resort for [the children's] parentsat the dose
ofabusy day." '

The centrd play areg, the "maogt important festure of the plan,” hes seen the grestest amount of
change, reflecting the 100year evolution of nesds andfrendsin facilities for active recregtion. It
was built as a grassy lawn for little children's play, with sand courts infrontof the pavilion housng
convenient sedts for their mothers. The play area was protected with wooden post-and-rope fencing
and encircled by awalk of gravel or macadam (Photos 3 and 4). At itsfarthest edge was adramtic
wide overlook built on goneterraces with aboulder pargpet. Olmgedfti mishedthis areawith
curving sedts for resting and admiring the view over the Mystic River below (Photos 5-7).

(continued)
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The play facilities were supplemented by constmction of Dewey Beach acrossMedford Strest in
1898, and abathhousein 1912 (Photo 10). (Therdationship of the beach and bathhouse to
Medford Street and the main park areacan be ssmin Fig. 11, aplanfor WPA work undertaken in
1938) By 1932 aswing shdter was added to the lawn, the pavilion a the upper promenade was

, demoalished, and anew field house built a the edge of the grass near the overlook (Fig. 9). The
field house gopears to haveredirected the park usar'sattention a thiskey spot into the play area
rather than out of it. It isundear a what time after this ssets were removed from the overlook. In
15 the wading pool was built, with the swvimming pool complex following in 1948-49 (Fig. 12),
and the field house was demalished (quitelikely itsfunctions overlgpped with those of the new
bathhouse). The constmction of the pool complex isthe most significant (and irreversible) change
in the centrd play area. Though it continues the active playftmctionintended in this goece, it dso
began the process of diminishing, squaring off, and paving over the naturdistically-styled lawn
aea Additional active recregtion facilities were introduced: in 1968 the concrete shede shdter, in
1972 thetot lot for smdl children, in 1975 the basketbdl courts, in 1987 more play equipment for
amadl children, and in 1995 anew olashwading pool. The swimming pool complex underwent
major renovations completed in 1939, including extensve plumbing changes and the ingtalation of
new toilets and showers. No changes were mede to ether the interior or the exterior walls.

A comparison of historic Photos 4, 5, and 6 with current Photos 16,20, and 21, respectively,
demondrates the effect of the exchange of the origina pavilion and picturesque lawn for the hard-
aurfaced games of the 20th century. The concrete shede shdter and galash pool do not have the
traditional craftamanship of Olmsted's dmctures. Thus this section of the park hes lost itsintegrity
of materids, workmanship, and feeling, but neverthdess retains all the fiinctional agpedts of its
design and intent as an active play goece

In confrast, the informal lower hillside hes experienced remarkably little change, as isevident from
acomparison of historic Photos 8 and 9 with current Photos 23 and 24. 1t was designed to be "a
sriesof rocky dopeswith arich plant growth, through which awinding path and gepslead down
to the streat below,” with Sfrategicaly placed benchesfor rest and enjoyment of the view. While
the areasuffersfromneglect and vanddism, the only intentiona changes are replacement ofthe
grave or macadam surface with bituminous concrete, and remova of the benches The original
path sysem isunchanged, as are its granite Sgps with puddingstone chesk walls (some need repair
and replacement). Asto plantings, only afew large perimeterfreesgppear to remain from the
originds, and there are fewer large hmbs and more meaedow and overgrown bmsh than intended.
However, with proper maintenance thislower portion ofthe park can demondrate integrity of
design, mog materias, workmanship, and fedling.

In summary, al three sections retain subgtantid integrity of design, materia's, workmanship, and
feeling. The park entity as awholeretains integrity of location, setting, and association. Its present
dzeof 3 8 axresisthe same asthe origina dze of Charletown Heights. (As a consequence of

(continued)



NtaFonnlO-900-* OMB Approval No. 1024-0018
(M6)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Charlestown Heights
Section number 8 Page -J" Bogon (Charlestown), (Suffolk County)
Massechusitfi —

Dewey Beach becoming polluted, it was replaced by the pool in the centra play goece and sold to
industria interests) The presant areaisthe only portion to which the originad Olmsted design
applied. Asto setting, the character of the neighborhood continues to be largely multi-family
resdentia with fringe commercia and industria development, as can be ssen by comparison of
Bunker Hill Street in the background of historic Photo 1 with itsvirtually identical present agoect in
Photo 12, and &. Martin Stret in higtoric Photo 5 with the very smilar present Photos 20 and 13.
Likewisethe 1885 dias(Fig. 3) and the 1996 assessor's miap (Fig.  15) show the same type of
densdy populated area. Though acomparison of historic Photo 7 with present Photo 21 showss the
"grand swegping view of the marshes’ diminished through landfill and industria development, the
setting was clearly industria even in Olmged's time. The association with thework of F. L.
Olmged & Co. under the direction of Frederick Law Olmsted, S. remains evident in the remaining
clarity of design.

Significance of Charlestown Heights as an Olmaed-Designed Neighborhood Park
For his neighborhood parks. Olmgated had derted the Park Commissioners to watch for a particular
type of urban Ste:

... topographica drcumstances may compd goeces unsuitable for building to beleft

between dreets, which it will be economicd to use for such grounds  Itismost ;
77y 1 desrable to mekeuse of ay loca drcumgance of the dightest dignity of cheracter to

upply acentre of interest for such grounds for ingance, in anaturd feature, asa

notable rock, or in ahigtorical feature, asthe Steof an old fort or smply in apoint

of vantagefor aview, as aprogoect down the harbor.

The former William Dehon esate on Bunker Hill overlooking die Mystic River, and the park
Olmgted designed for it, Charlestown Heights, is an outstanding example of both the siting and
design Olmgted envisoned.

The mogt important fegture of the Steisitslocationin adensdy populated neighborhood
overlooking theriver.The de hillsde hed thusfar been too difficult for development, yet could
provide abeautifiil view in an historic location.

As to desgn, Olmgted's plan mede the mogt of the varied topography which, with subgtantia
regrading, permitted him to include sgparate aress for active and passve recreetion linked by
gracefully curving walks and the trademark mstic sone steps and puddingstone boulders found in
hislarger parks. Hewas abdleto incorporate mog of the features of the Charlesoank ided:
sandoourtsand a grassy play areafor young children, agraveled mall for sfreet games (a conceart
grove after the trees matured), and picturesque aress for walking and sitting. The smdl ste was
inedequatefor ballfieldsand outdoor gymnadtic grounds, which were rdegated to Charlestown

(continued)
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Playground. From the design principles discussed above, Olmsted incorporated an extended view
aooss water, walkswinding around acentrd open goaoe, promenades, a scenic overlook, perimeter
trees and shmbs to provide visua sgparation from the surrounding neighborhood, and amstic
building intended to be subordinated to the landscape.

Today, Charlestown Heights is significant because it retainsmore of its original desgn and fedling
than any of the others among the five neighborhood parks. The view isnot as refreshing because of

o increeang industridization dong Medford Street and beyond, and much of the park is overgrown
and suffersfromdeferred maintenance. Neverthdess, beneeth the somewhat derdlict gppearance,
much of its charm and the originaly-envisoned desgn and use remain intact, abeit changed to
meat modem conditions and recregtiona nesds The upper promenade hes matured into the shedy
oads Olmged envisoned. Whilethe segp hillside has logt the focus of the planting plan that
Olmgted had in mind, it can be reclaimed with proper planting and mantenance. The cenfra play
areacontinuesto function as an active play area as planned.

The other four parks have been more severdly dtered or destroyed. Charlesoank was modified
subgtantialy through landfill and street widening, the Olmsted design obliterated by a Metropolitan
District Commission swimming pool and athletic field. Wood Idand is under aL.ogan Airport
mnway. Charlestown Playground is intact but was scaled back dramaticaly from the Olmsted
design and isdevoted entirely to ballfields. At North End Park, only asmdl portion remainsof the
historic design and feding®

Significance of Charlestown Heights as Citv Government's Response to Recreationad Nesdsof an
Increesingly Dense Population

Charlestown Heights/Doherty Playground is dso significant as an example of the City of Bogton's
solutions to public recregtiond nesds in both the 19th and 20th centuries. Being one of the aress of
earlies settlement, Charlestown had become overcrowded crowded by the time planning began for

(continued)

2 Interegingly, this park hes many amilarities to Charlestown Heights Also a difficult dte, it is on a degp
hill on the Bodon 9de of the Bogion Harbor, directly opposite the Charlestown Navy Y ard and the Bunker
Hill Monument, and it is from this goat thet British troops fired on Charlestown in the historic Battle of
Burnke Hill. Likeniseit isin a crowded resdentid and commerdd area adjacant to an higoric burid
ground, 9 danse that the park could aocoommodae only quiet resting places on degp done tarraces on the
hillsde dong the dreet, plusa beach with bathhouses and promenede piers aooss the srest. Today only
the sone taraces survive. The beech, palluted like the Mydtic River, wes replaced by alargeball field and
outdoor swimming pool (the Mirabela Rod built by the George Robat ~Vhite Fund shortly after
Clougherty Podl).
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the Boston park sysem in the 1870s  Along with the other long-settled Boston neighborhoods, it
hed by far the largest average number of inhabitants per acre (56, compared to the city average of
15). Ironically, thisvery densty meant no park could be acoommodated thereinitially. Asthe

Second Report of the Board of Commissoners ofthe Department of Parksfor the City of Boston,
1876 noted:

",;*  The Commissoners regret that they are unable to recommend in thisreport any
location for apark within the limits of the Charlestown district. No unoccupied land
of sufficient areaand gppropriate character for the purpose exists. The bes provision
that can be mede for the accommodations of its citizens, & the present time, isto
extend the Charlesriver Embankment [Charlesbank]  to enablethem to reech the
gened sysem of parks in the pleesantest and most direct way. .

The community perssted in petitioning for recrestion aress of some sort, however, as reported by
the Commissoners in 1889:

....inview of the rapidly increesng population of the Charlestown district, and the
entire absence of any public park or playground in itslimits, the Board of Park
Commissioners be requested to congder the expediency of acquiring or purchasing
the whole or partsof certain lands herein specified

until the stesfor Charlestown Heights and Charletown Playground were finally taken for parksin
1891.

In addition to providing recregtiond goece, the city dso mede available instmction in congmctive
recregtiond activity and generd hygiene. Supervisad "kindergarten” dasses were held a
Charlestovm Heights beginning in 18% as an extenson of work being donea Charlesbank by
reformer Kate Gannett Wells and the Massachusetts Emergency and Hygiene Association. This
organization sought to instill better heeth practices among low income families, and toward that end
ran Charlesbank's gymnasium for women and children, where they provided free gymnadtic
instmction, child care, and children's crafts.

» Landfor apark was not the only recregtiond nesd in Charlestown; there were dso no facilities for
V  beach bathing. Olmged's plan for Charlestown Helghts mekes no mention of the small lot and six
agesofriverflatsacross Medford Street that mede up the remaining two parcdsof the former
Dehon edate. However, hisplan for Charlestown Playground, to be built on smilarflatswhere a
beach had existed higtorically, did call for avariety of active recreationd facilities including a
" riverfront promenade and bathhouses Charlestown Playground was endlesdy ddayed in

congtmction and finally built with nothing but ballfields, whereasin the meantime, in 1898 (after
J (continued) I
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Olmged's retirement) Dewey Beach was congmcted on thefl atsat Charlestown Heights (and in
ey 1912 abathhouse was added). , LR

» City government's continuing responsss to evolving neads of the community in the 20th century are
directly rdated to the "playground movement" and included in the discussion below.

Recregtion Facilities a Charlesown Heights Within the Context of the Plavground Movement
Both the initial design and, especidly, subsequant changesin Charlestown Heights recregtiona
facilities are representative of the playground movement which goreed across the countryfromthe

;,,r  1890sthrough the first half of the 20th century. The movement waas characterized by the
devdopment of walk-to parksin neighborhoods, relatively smdl in scae, and relatively smctured
in termsof activerecreationd facilities. Olmgaed's park a Charledoank provided amoded for parks
in many other citiesaswell as Bogton, and alarge number of them were desgned by Olmsted
Brothers. These parkswereinitially equipped with such features asgymnasums, sand courts, and = ', :
running fracks. By the 1930s and 1940s when basebdl, football, basketbd|, and swimming were
immensaly popular, large-scaefacilities ballfields and swimming pools were common aswell. ,

In Boston the movement wiss led by Mayor Josiah Quincy who took office in 1896. While
supporting the recreationd facilities in Olmged's parks, he sharpened the focus on active reaction,
especidly ball playing and other compstitive goortsfor boys over age 10, which prior to this time
hed taken place largdly in vacant lotsor the Sfreet. 1n 1898 Quincy initiated legidation for asysem
of playgrounds, a leest one in every ward of the city; by 1932 therewere41. At Stes unconnected
with parks, the Massachuseits Emergency and Hygiene Associaion's tot lotswith sand courts and
play equipment for little children continued to flourish and were ultimately absorbed by the
schools. 1n 1942, responding to anew focus on overdl city planning, the City Planning Board
prepared ameader plan which included recreationd facilities. 1n 1945, Mayor Maurice Tobin
gppointed the first Board of Recreation to sudy the recreationa nesds of the city in cooperation
with the Planning Board.

I'n 1946 the Planning Board published a playground study that examined the extent to which
children were served by playgrounds in various digtricts of the city. The study showed that 37% of
children in Charlestown between the ages of sx and 15 were not sarved by playgrounds. Flans for
what was to become the Paul Clougherty Pool complex, urgently advocated by Charlestown's
political representatives to replace polluted Dewey Beach, gopear to have been adirect result of this

J . sudy.

ly ; Clougherty Pool was built by the George Robert White Fund, a city-administered permanent
charitable tmst fund established in 1919, whoseincomeisto be ussd for creating works of public
utility and beauty for the use and enjoyment of inhabitants of the City of Boston. White Fund
projectsfor the mogt part comprise community health centersand recregtion facilities; they d<o

(continued)
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built the (Paul Revere) North End Prado and Schoolboys Stedium in Franklin Park. Clougherty
Pool was the first pool built by the White Fund. A few yearslater they built the Mirabella Pool in
the North End Park, and in 1995 built anather as part of anew youth development center in
Dorcheder.

The changesin Doherty Playground to incorporate more active reection facilities for children of all
ages exemplify the playground movement. By 1932 swings had been added to the centrd lawn, in
the 1940s the wading pool and swimming pool complex. In the late 1960s and 1970s the basketball
courts and new children's playground festures were added. Though thesefacilities have
dramaticaly changed the character of the original smple centrd lawn, they are condgtent with the
active functions Olmsted planned for thlsqaeoe, and reflect evolving nationwide recregtiond
trends. oo M

Archaeologica Significance Y ..

No prehistoric Stes are documented on the Charlestown Heights or dong the Mystic River inthe
immediate vicinity. Prehigtoric gtesin this areacould be very important in providing

information on subs ence/settlement pattemsin this coagtd and riverine environment and in |, <
contributing datafor understanding the cultural, economic and socia sysems of these people.
Information relating to the prehistoric envi ironmental reconstmctl on of the areawould aso be
significant. ;
A moderate potentia exigts for the location of historical archaeologicad remains. The Contact
Period shoreline of Boston is documented as following Medford Street and is significant to the
historical environmenta reconstmction of the area. No archaeologica evidence exidts for the
development of the areaprior to 18385. The southem half of the parcd was significantly atered
during the constmction of the Olmsted park between 1891 and 1895. The extensive regrading
process may have destroyed any cultural remains, both prehistoric and historical archaeologica
dtes. Any historical archaeologica remains located on this parce would contributeinformation
on the use of this areaas apark.

(end) : , S7AN
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA
Acreage of Property: 38 axes
UTM References:.

Zone Eadting Northing
1 19 e 329740 ~ 4694180
2 19 , 329820 - 4694140 : B YACEA
3 19 329740 * ' 4693960
4 19 * 320680 4694040
Verbal Boundary Description: Y, n

The nominated area comprises two City of Boston Tax Assessor's parcdsin Ward 2: Pared 1503
(the pool complex of 65,340 squarefeat owned by the City of Boston - George Robert White
Fund), and Parcd 1465 (the remainder of 99,922 square fest, including the golash pool). "j

Boundary Justification: *

The present lega boundaries (the area extending from Medford Street to Bunker Hill Street)
encompass one of the three parcdsof land taken by the City of Boston for the park. Itisthe only
parcd towhichthe F. L. Oimged & Co. desgn gpplied. On the others (asmadl land areaplus flats
on the Mystic River across Medford Street), the Boston Park Department built Dewey Beach
shortly after Olmsted retired and his firm's official connection with the park ended. This beach
became pollutedin the 1940s, Clougherty Pool was built to replace itin the (Olmged-designed)
cenfra play areaof the park, and the beach was sold. The beach area has now been filled and
devdoped as a suger refinery and no longer retains any historic fabric. The remaining area contains
much historic fabric and all the historic fiinctions.

(continued) N\ . y



Photo 1 Bunker Hill Street and promenade, facing southeast; October 18, 1895

Photo 2 South and west sides of pavilion, and promenade, facing southeast; undated (after 1895)

Photo 3 Nonh and west sides of pavilion, sand couns and portion of central lawn, facing east; undated (after
1895)



Photo 4 North and west sides of pavilion and central lawn, with St. Francis de Sales Roman CatKolic i::hurch and
Bunker Hill Street in background, facing east; October, 1895 r

Photo 5 Central lawn at overlook, with St. Martin Street and Mystic River in the background, facing north;
October, 1895

Photo 6 Overlook with seats, facing east; undated (after 1895)



Photo 7 Medford Street and Mystic River from near overlook, facing northeast; October 30, 1895

Photo 8 Path at stone terrace below overlook, with seats, facing southeast; undated (after 1895)

Photo 9 Northwest corner of park at Medford Street, corner St. Martin Street, facing south; undated (after 1895)



Photo 10 Bathhouse at Dewey Beach, facing south ; undated (c1912) (Courtesy of Friends of Doherty Park, Inc.;
photographer and location of negative unknown)



Photo 11 Bunker Hill Street at Playground, lacing northwest; 1938 (Courtesy, Society for the Preservation of New
England Antiquities from Massachusetts Bay Transit Authority collection)
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7. DESCRIPTION

SUmmary

Charlestown Heights (dso known as Doherty Flaygrovmd) is a 3.8-acre park on an extraordinary
hillside gte overlooking the Mystic River in Charlestown, aneighborhood of Boston,
Massechusdtts. It is one of the earliest parks in Boston, being one of fivedesgned by F. L.
Olmged & Co. for densdy crowded urban neighborhoods.

Olmged capitaized on the Ste for both active and passive recregtion, dividing the park dong
topographicd lines into three sgparate functional areas, and within them establishing variety by
cregting two very digtinct types of landscgpe. Along Bunker Hill Street & the crest of the hill the
sdewak was widened to allow a generous soece for games and "promenading” focused on a
fountain a one end, and planted with shede trees (Photos 1 and 2). Thisrdatively formal trestment
continued into the middle section of the park, which featured alarge grassy play areafor smdl
children, sand courts, and apavilion (Photos 3 and 4). At the opposite end, where the ground
dropped of f sharply to the river, the landscgpe was mede dramaticaly picturesque. Here was a
terraced overlook with graceful "ssets' (Photos5 and 6) and the winding paths and sgps of rough
boulderwork found in Oimged's larger parks (Photos 8 and 9).

Today the park's neighborhood continues to be densdy residentia bordered by commercid and
industrial development on Medford Street (Photos 12,13, and 25). The essance of the park's
origina plan remains intact, as well as the intent of the Olmgted firm that it srve active as well as
passive recredtiond uses

The active play area hes changed the mog, due to the city's periodic need to introduce updated
recregtiond facilities. A swimming pool and bathhouse complex replaced the function of abathing
beach added shortly after Olmgaed's time on thefl atsby the river (which had become polluted); the
pavilion was replaced with anew field houss, itself later replaced with the bathhouse; and the

central lawn was paved over for basketbal courts and play equipment (Photos 15-20).

Neverthdess, these changes were made to an areadready intended for active play soace, and all but
the pool complex are reversble.

The passve aress a the upper and lower ends ofthe park have retained the most historic character.
The upper promenade has matured into the tree-shaded refuge Olmsted envisoned, still focused on
the original granite fountain. It now hes paved paths and seets and isin good condition (Photo 14).
The lower overlook and hillside, on the other hand, have sufferedfromdeferred maintenance and
vanddism. The play area enaroaches on the tranquil overlook, which hes lost its path and the seets
Olmged positioned to take advantage of river views (Photo 21). Much of the charming sysem of
winding pathsand sone geps remans intact. However, aportion of the eestem dair is cdosed of f
due to collgpse from abutting sSte work (Photo 25) and some sone dements are missing.

(continued)
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Planting are overgrown, and the dope beow the pool nesds repair from erasion and damege from
frozen pipes. Lastly, the riverfront hes experienced continuing landfill and industrial devel opment
which hes dtered both neer and digant viewsfrom the park. In Olmged's day the "hither bank”
housed factories and docks (Photo 7), dthough sections of undeveloped riverfront alowed for a
"grand sweegping view over the marshes of the Mystic" (Photo 21).  This once picturesque view is
now obscured by the early 20th-century suger refinerieswhich line Charlesown's industria
waterfront. Neverthdess, even the original Olmsted plan intended for thejudicious use of plantings
to screen out "intrusons.”

There is some name confusion assodated with thispark. The correct nemes pertainingto it areits
origina name, Charlestown Heights (sometimes Charlestown Heights Playground isused in Parks
Depatment reports); its current name conferred in 1942, Ensign John J. Doherty Playground; and
its pool, the Paul Clougherty Pool. Thissite should not be confused with the nearby Charlestown
Payground aso desgned by Olmated (renamed Ryan Playground in 1942), or the John A. Doherty
Playground, located dsawherein Boston.

Current Description

Charlestown Heights occupies the northem dopeof Bunker Hill. 1tiswell knownin American
history as the supposad ste of the Battle of Bunker Hill, thefirst great battle of the Revolutionary
War on June 17,1775, though the battle was actudly fought on nearby Breed'sHill.

Thisrectangular hillside park occupies the wesem two-thirds of acity block bounded by Bunker
Hill Sfreet to the south, Medford Street to the north, and &. Martin (formerly Quincy) Sfreet to the
west (Fig. 15). Theremander of the block not covered by the park, beginning a ages dation a the
Medford Sfreet base, isbounded by North Mead Sfreet to the eedl.

Bunker Hill Sfreetisamagor commercid and resdentid thoroughfare (Photo 12), and Medford
Street pardles the Boston and Maine Railroad which sarvices the riverfront industrial complex.
The neighborhood between these two arteriesis made up primarily of multi-family row houses
(Photo 13). The hillside area eedt of North Mead Sfreet is dominated by an old CahoUc cemetery,
with the St. Francis de Sdles Roman Catholic Church (1862), convent, and rectory Stuated a the
cared of the hill dong Bunker Hill Sfredt.

Fencesin rich varigty surround the park. The Bunke Hill Sfregt border is defined by a painted
cad-iron picket fence whaose two enfrance openings arefiank edby granite posts The ather
paimeers dong . Martin Sfregt, Medford Sftredt, and the interior are largdy marked by gray
granite ashlar retaining walls, 4 high and 2 wide with 10" high granite coping, generally topped
by iron pickets exogpt along Medford Sreet (Phato 24, Map  H).

(continued)
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The park isdivided into threefunctional sections(Fig. 14) corresponding to itstopography, the
highest point being an elevation of 111' a the southeest comer. There isardatively flat upper
promenade (Map A) dong Bunker Hill Sfreet (acondant dopefrom devation 99to 84), a
somewhat flatter centrd play area (falling from devation 87 to 80), and a segp dopeleading down
to Medford Street (adrop from dlevation 80to 27). The cenfrd play areais sgparated from the
promenede above by aconcrete wall topped with iron fencing (Photo 15) and pierced by two sets of
granite gairs, while astoneterrace topped by a pargpet of individual puddingstone blocks and
boulders (Photo 21, Map G) sgparaes die play areafromthe dope below.

The promenade (Photo 14) provides aformalfranstionf romsunny, busy Bunker Hill Sfreet by
affording shedy placestowalk and st. It isaccessblefromboth Bunker Hill and &. Martin
Sfreets. A long pardle path sygem of conareteis bordered by precast concrete and wood benches
and maurefrees;it surrounds alawn dotted with additiona frees. The origina granite drinking
fountain with surrounding seets completes the ead end; itis currently filled with concrete and not
fiinctional.(Map B) A lawn extends beyond the fountain up to the property line. Close to Bunker
Hill Sfret, hal™ay up the lawnto the property line, isagray granite monument with a bronze
plague honoring the Battle of Bunker Hill. It was erectedin 1926 by the Daughters of the
American Revolution. (Map C) Non-higtoric park features include an accessble drinking fountain
and saverd Boston Parksand Recrestion Department Sgns, the largest of which gives the park's
name and isfastened to ametd dandardjust ingde the fence dong Bunker Hill Sfreet.

The cenfral play area contains al the park's active recregtiond facilities. 15 aores isgiven over to
the Clougherty Pool complex, which abuts the eestem property line and extends the full length of
the play areafrom the edge of the promenade to the edge of the overlook. Thiscomplex was
designed by John M. Gray Company, Architectsfor the George Robert White Fiind (described in
section 8 below). It comprises abathhouse, a 7500-square-foot swimming pool, a 2400-square-
foot diving pool, concrete bleachers, and apumphouse, al for summe ssesond use (Photos 18
and 19,Map FN)).

The commodious Modeme bathhouse (Photos 16 and 18) isasmplerectangular concrete structure
whose decoraive dements impart greet interest and style. Thetwo-story building istopped by a
flat roof furnished with apartidly-covered deck. An open section faces north over the adjacent
pool and digant Mystic River, while acovered (but open-sded) section faces south to the
promenede and Bunker Hill Sfreet. Three-dory dair towers anchor the Bunker Hill Sfreet comers.
The two-pile dructure hes Sx bays and isnearly symmetricad. Itsmain enfranceisat the far end of
the Bvinker Hill Sfreet facade, opposite the Sreet enfrance to the park. The principa facade,
however, facesthe pool. The cenfra core isflankedby tower-like vertical projections marking
enfrances to the men's and women's facilities through double metd doorsonthe ground  floor.
Another even wider metd door is at the end beyond the | eft tower. Bothfl oorshave horizontal
bands of metd awning-style windows, symmetricaly soaced and aranged mostiy six over two (at
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second-floor level, four over two in the towers and Sx over three @ the ends). Ventilation louvers
takethe place of panes in some cases The S Martin Street facade hes two additiona metd doors
withfransoms,the rightmost door being oppodte the vehicular enfrance a S. Martin Sfreet and
equipped with double doorsfor vehicle and whedchair access Bathhousefacilities include
women's and men's locker rooms; afirst ad room and facilities for the handicgpped, elderly, and
children; lifeguard room; and staff office. The roof deck, which houses aconcesson areg, is
presently closed.

The bathhousgs Sfreamlined exterior is accented with richly decorative trim. The primary emphass
ishorizontal, achieved through facade incising, the horizontal windows, flat roof, and linear meta
bausfrade dements surrounding the roof deck. Vertica confrast isprovided by die towers, whose
edges ae highlighted by stepped pilasters. The tower facades are decorated with sculpted friezes
displaying sfreamlined plant and anima motifs (Photo 17 shows detalls of the women's Sde, where
afemdefigure poised on adolphin isriding the waves). Red paint gives aplayful touch to the
metal doors and window trim. Commemoraive bronze plagues marking the pool’'s establishment in
1949 by the George Robert White Fund decorate the center of the pool facade and an interior
corridor. The pool was given amassve renovation in 1989 and ispresentiy in good condition.

Bedde the pool complex are two basketball courts and facilities for smal children (swings,
splash/wading pool, concrete shede shelter, and playground, as ssen in Photos 15 and 20 Map
0O-9). The areais accessble from both the upper promenade and S. Martin Sfreet; service vehides
can enter through a ged pipe vehicular gate on . Martin Sfreet. 1ron-picket-topped concrete
walls, like those separating the recregtion aressfromthe promenade above, surround the pool
complex (Photos 16 and 19) and ssgments of chain link fencing surround portions of the children's
playground (Photos 15 and 20).

The lowest portion of the park isadoping meadow which retansitsoriginal picturesque
circulation sygem and informal, naturdigtic feeling. A graceful run of rustic Sone deps leedsto a
broad path benegth the overlook (Photo 23, Map E). Additional done Sgps and curving paths
wind down to Medford Sfreet below. The granite sgps and puddingstone cheek walls are a
dgnaure Olmged landscgpefeature. (Map D) The paths, origindly gravel or macadam, are now
paved with bituminous concrete.

Olmged's design cdled for plantings whose principa am was function. Heframedthe park and
creened it from the Sghts and sounds of the surrounding neighborhood with large shede frees
aong the entire eestem and westem boundaries and dense shrubbery a the Medford Sfreet bese
(Photo 9). Within thisframing,each of the three sections had plantings gppropriate to its particular
function serving to sgparate thase functionsf romone ancther.

(continued)
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The upper promenede featured an dlee of largefreespardld to Bunker Hill Stregt to provide shede
and agrovefor city concarts (Photo 2). The centrd play area featured alarge, open lawn for the
gentle play of smdl children, and for asmooth foreground to the distant river view. Scattered shrub
groupings eesd thefransitionsat either end. At the promenade end, shrubs surrounded the seps
leeding down into the play areaf romthe fountain,flankedthe pavilionin two dongated idands
facing the promenade, and likewiseflankedthe sand courts facing the grass (Photos 3 and 4). At
the overlook end, shrubbery conceded the quiet sest areafromthe adjoining lawn (Photo 6). The
hillside below, in confrast to thetwo upper arees, was intended to gppeer quitewild. The rocky
terrace wall supporting the overlook wasthickly planted with low shrubs and clambering vines, an
especidly picturesque rough boulder "grotto” wasframedwith unruly vines near the Sgps under the
northwest terrace wall (behind the path in Photo 8). Theremaining hillside had afew open aress of
rough meedow (Photo 7) and many Sfrategicaly-placed groupings of large, densdy-planted shrubs.
They sarved to meke thispart of the park gopeer larger than it isby offering periodicfreshviews
from the winding pathsand sone geps. Vines and shrubs dripped in picturesque profusion over the
deps puddingstone chesk walls, especidly a the segpest northeast comer.

It gopearsthat only a handful of large oak and meplefrees,and perhgps some tangled vines remain
fromthe origina planting. One cannat be certain, however, as no planting listsdescribing exactly
what was used on the Ste have been found to date. However, Olmdted preferred to use native
materidsin amanner conagent with the origina character of the land, and there are documented
plantingsfor similar landscgpes undertaken by the Olmded firm a roughly the sametime as
Charlestown Heights, such as Franklin Park and the Muddy River Improvement in Bogton's
"emerdd necklacg' of parks.

For tall shedefreesauch asthoseon the periphery and the promenade dlee, Olmsted often used red
ok, white oak, sugar maple, slver mgple, and Americanedm.  For medium-Szed shrubs in groups
like those about the edges of the cenfra lawn, he usad such plants as privet, barberry, shining
umeac, and vibumum. For the boulder retaining wall beneeth the overlook, Olmsted would have
sought the gppearance of old, goontaneous growth by inserting among the boulders some dose-
growing ground covers, vines, and smdl shrubs Typica plantingswere low rambling rose,
honeysuckle, grape, ampdopgs, frailing euonymus, and American bittersiveet. On the wilder lower
hillside, large shrubs might haveincluded saghom sumac, common witch hazd, and vibumum;,
wheress|ow-growing shrulss and groundoovers might have included yellowroot, bitterswest,
fragrant sumac, and potentilla. In degp aress near the boundaries, where it was necessary to
discourage use, he might have usad spiny shmbs like barberry and briar.

Probably origina large oek and mgplefreessand a eech Medford Sfreet comer, to theright of the
vehicular gatea . Martin Sfreet and outside the fenceby the southeest comer of the basketball
court (both could be origina promenedefrees),and a the southeast Bunker Hill Sfreet comer by the
DAR monument. Noneisin good condition.

(continued)
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Ohngted'sdesign intent remains evident throughout the park except in much of the cenfra play
areg, discused fiirther below. There continue to be large shedefrees(silver and Norway maple,
elm, and oak) dong the eedam and westem boundaries, though they are probably less dense than
Olmgted envisoned (Photos 18 and 19). The promenade continues to have aquiet feeling and
formal plantings consgtent with Olmgted's intent, though paved wakways surrounding long grass
beds have replaced the origina gravel. When the pathways were ingtaledin 1932, they were lined
indde and out with newfreesof unspecified goedes 1n 1977, Norway mgpleswere added. A few
remnantsof the original dlee remain, as noted above, goparently among those noted as "existing
frees' of about 20" diameter onthe 1977 plan. Grass continues in use behind thefountain.

Clearly the cenfral play areds vegetation is entirdly new because new surfaces were needed
underfoot when recregtiond facilities changed to mest modem neads and accommodate older
children. Initialy alarge circular lawn endaosed by a shmb-dotted walk and ending a a scenic
overlook, mog of the lawn and the north and eedt portions of the walk were later paved to
accommodate anew field house (now gone), the pool complex, basketbal courts and tot |ot.
However, the westem perimeter dong S. Martin Sfreet, where mogt of the younger children's
facilities are concenfrated, continues to have the type of vegetation Olmsted envisioned; tall shede
frees and grass remain outsde the perimeter walk, and thereis grass inddethiswalk up to the
concrete shdter. Smdlfreesand shrubs have been added besde the tot lot, and grass has been
planted a the overlook where originally there were apath and seets On the et Sde, messes of
evergreen shmbs were recently planted besde the olash pool.

The lower hillside retains much of the Olmsted feeling, though it isboth more and less civilized
than he intended. In addition to the (probably original) largefreesat the Medford Sfreet comers
(described above) smdlerfreeshere now include honeylocudt, ash, crabapple, dder, and red
chokecherry. There ismore mesdow and it isless rough, while the shmibs have as aresult of
deferred maintenance become very overgrown. Blackberry and bittersiveet (both possibly original)
choke the hillside dong with other (probably volunteer) vines and poison ivy, and volunteer frees
have grown into the rocky area below the overlook. The generd impression now isof an aeamore
overgrown than picturesque.

Night lighting for most evening use of the park comes from dreet lights dong its perimeter.
Additional lighting isprovided by four 40' concrete poles encircling the basketba|l courts, the cobra
heed lights on concrete poles at the top of the southwest and northwest dairs, and security lightsin
the swimming pool complex.

Archaeological Description

Charlestown Heights islocated between Medford, &. Martin, and Bunker Hill Sfreetsin
Charlestown, and is bounded and fenced on the eestem limits by aresidentia neighborhood. The

(continued)
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park was originally desgned in 1891 by F. L. Olmsted and Company as part of the planned park <
sysdem of Boston. The city acquired the parce in 1876 from the Edtate of William Dehon. This
parcd originaly extended acrossMedford Street and included the Mystic River waterfront. The
waterfront parce of the property is presently occupied by Mystic Park, an industrial park which
contains a goragefacility, office goace and aparking lot. The land-use history of the project area
does not gppear to be extensve, however without completing adetailed sudy of the parcd itis
difficult to assess what archaeologicd survivas might remain. Charlestown Heights now sarves
as amulti-purpose recregtiona areawhich isoccupied by abath house and pool areg, atot lot, a
pavilion areg, basketbdl courts, aflat freelined park area, and a scenic overlook containing
dairs, bordering wallsand pathways.
No prehigtoric Stesare recorded in the parcd known as Doherty Park. Thirteen prehistoric Stes
are located within aone mile radius of the property, however eight of these Stesare located in
Boston Proper, and five are located aong or near the water, either on the CharlesRiver or Boston
Harbor. The Pdeoenvironmental reconstmction of the parce hes not been determined, however
the historical environmenta reconstmction of the property shows that Medford Sfreet followsthe
original Contact Period shoreline. Prehistoric Stesmay survive in aress that were not affected by
constmction impacts, or in filled areas aprocess which would have protected any extant cultural
remans. Depending on the land-use history of the property, amoderate potentia for the location
of prehigoric gtesexidts.
A moderate potentia exigts for the recovery of historic archaeologicad survivason the
Charlestown Heights. A map of Charlestown in 1794 shows the shordine of the Mystic River
just north of and following the route of Medford Street (Thompson, 1794). By 1830, afew small
dwellings were located on the south Sde of Bunker Hill Street and near Maiden Bridge.
Development continued in the surrounding area, however no Smctures were evident on the
property vmitil a leest 1835. Inan alasof 1885, two wood sheds are located in the center of the
property owned by Wm. Dehon'sheirg(Bromley, 1835).

(end)
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "X" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

X A Property is associated with events that have
made a significant contribution to the broad
patterns of our history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons A
significant in our past.

X C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and

distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Markk "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

A owned by religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

B removed from its original location.

C a birthplace or grave.

D a cemetery.

E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.
F a commemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References

Suffolk, MA
County and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

COMMUNITY PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT
ENTERTAINMENT/RECREATION
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE

Period of Significance
1891-1947

Significant Dates
1891 and 1947

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

N/A

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Architect/Builder
F. L. Olmsted & Co. Landscape Architects

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form onone or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

_ preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

_ previously listed in the National Register

_ previously determined eligible by the National
Register

_ designated a National Historic Landmark

_ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

_ recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data:

__ State Historic Preservation Office
_ Other State agency
_ Federal agency
X Local government
_ University
X Other
Name of repository:
Massachusetts Historical Commission
Boston Landmarks Commission
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8. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Summary

Charlestown Heights is significant as awork of F. L. Olmgted & Co. under the direction of
Frederick Law Olmged, S, specificaly as the best remaining example of the smdl neighborhood
parks that were an integra part of the metropolitan park sysem the firm designed for Boston.

In addition, it is significant as areflection of city government's response to the recreationa neads of
an increesingly dense urban population a the tum of the century.

Frederick Law Olmgted. S, and the Boston Parks
FrederickLawvOlmsted(1822-1903) was the acknowledged father of American |

architecture and preeminent prectitioner of the professon for 40 years. In the 1850s he and his first

patner, Cavert Vaux, crested Centra Park in New Y ork, the country's first large urban public
goece designed soldly for recregtion. Heand his severd partners took on over 600 other
commissons including dozens of other city and date parks (such as Progoect Park in Brooklyn,
Mount Roya Park in Montreal, Bellelde Pak in Detroit), and comprehensve sygemsof parks
connected by parkways (for Brooklyn, Chicago, Buffalo, and Boston). In addition, his firm s#t the
dandard for public ste planning (the U. S Capitol grounds and the World's Columbian Expostion
in Chicago), resdentid subdivisons (Riversde, I1linois), private edates (George W. Vanderhilt's
Biltmore in North Caroling), and campuses (Stanford University).

F. L. Olmsted was operating in unique times. In the mid-19th century cities throughout the United
Saesexperienced unprecedented growth through industridization and immigration. Olmsted and
others saw the nead to cregte public "breething goaces’ to prevent diseese and presarve dwindling
open gpace. He strongly espousad public parks as places for al people to escgpe city pressures
through the restorative power of soothing scenery and what he called "communitiveness” the
friendly mingling of people from avariety of socid dasses An often-quoted phrase from
Olmged's writings about public parks dates

....\.We want a ground to which people may easly go after their day's work is done....
seeing, hearing, and feeling nothing of the budtle andjar of the Sfredts.... We want the
grestest possible contragt with the Sfreets and the shops and the rooms of the town....
We want, especidly, the greatest possible confrast with the resfraining and confining
conditions of the town, thase conditions which compd us to walk circiunspectly,
watchfiilly, jealoudy, which compd us to look closdy upon others without

sympethy....
(continued)
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Under hisinfluence, landscape design, especiadly park design, took on socid ams, land came to be
aranged not only for scenic effect but dso to promote the hedth, comfort, and wellbeing of
everyone who usad it.

Frederick Law Olmged's desgns were pagtord and picturesque, as Spontaneous and inevitable as
the naturdl landscgpe. More than any other landscgpe designer of his era he was able to promote a
senee of tranquillity through the consstent gpplication of the principlesof subordination and
sparation.  Subordination (of individual dements to overal design) isfoundin his parks, where

o dructures merge into the landscgpe, and waks and drives flow through it with such gentle grades
and curves that moving aong them requires minimal attention. Separation (of conflicting uses) is
foundin hispark sygsems where large parks desgned for the enjoyment of scenery are
upplemented by smdler recregtiond aress for other activities, and where pededtrian traffic is
sgparated from vehicles. Other important design principles he egpousad are asfollows:

. Scenery need not be spectacular, but should have aplessing, smple, rural agpect. Extended
views across water are epecidly caming. Within alimited ares, snuous curves can be used
to providefresh viewsof centra open goecesfrom severd points.

. Promenades and scenic overlooks are ided for restorative non-exertive recregtion and the
enjoyment of scenery.

e ' Tressand shrubs can effectively shut out city Sghts and sounds and seperate aress of passve
and active recregtion.

. Fantings should be mogtly of native materids.

. Any necessary buildings should be as inconspicuous as possible,

Completed a the end of F. L. Omgted's caresr, the Boston park sysem is one of his boldest and
most complex undertakings, perhgps hismod influential design. It isthe country’'s most
comprehengve park sysem of the era

After the highly publicized suooess of Centrd Park, Boston mede improvements to itsown Public
Gardensin 1859 and 1860, and began saeking auitable land for additiond public parks. Severd
plans were put forth over a period of years Olmated's involvement (informally beginning in 1870,
formally in 1878) was amgjor factor in his decison to move his home and officefromNew Y ork
to the Boston suburb of Brookline in 1883.

Bogton's overdl open goece was intended to provide two types of parks. scenic outer rural parksfor
the recreation of the entire city, and inner urban parks with waterfronts on the harbor and rivers for
daily relief of citizensin the mogs crowded arees The outer, or continuous, part of the sysem,
which came to be known as the "Emerdd Necklace" comprised five milesof linked parks, ponds,
and parkways running from the dready esablished Boston Common and Commonwedth Avenue

(continued)
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Mall to the Back Bay Fens, then dong the Muddy River Improvement to Jamaca Pond, the Arnold
Arboretum, and Franklin Park.

Olmged's Neighborhood Parks

In contragt to the pagtord larger parks of the Emerdd Necklace, the urban parks were small
breething places to promote public hedth in tenement neighborhoods.  Specificaly, Olmsted noted
in the Ssoond Report of the Commissoners of the Bogton Parks Departmert,

"The urban parks have been located as near as possible to the present densdy
occupied partsof the city, for  sanitary reesons  , and d 0 to sarve as everyday
play-grounds, where the children can exerdse with safety, and as resortsfor their
parents a the dose of abusy day."

Charlestovm Heights was one of only five such parks designed under Frederick Law Olmded, S
for Bogon. The others were Charlesbank, the embankment dong the Charles River in the West
End; Wood Idand Park in Eagt Boston; Charlestown Playground, a sgperate Charlestown park neer
Sullivan Square; and North End Park, dso known as Copps Hill Terraces. Many more were
desgned by the Olmgted firm in Boston and dsewherein thefirst decedes of the 20th century.

The mog basic requirements F. L. Olmsted, S. had for such neighborhood parks were very smple:

Usudly thereisnothing better for the purpose of thisdass of grounds than asmple
open grove, or, on the amdler goeces agroup of forest trees (sdected with regard for
probable vigor and permanent hedth under the circumgiances) with awalk through or
around it, proper provisons agang injury and unssemly use, adrinking fountain, and
convenient seets out of the lines of passege...

Hansfor the five Boston neighborhood parks, however, went significantly farther. They all
followed the prototype of Charlesbank - the first playground in the country - athough with
variations according to the 9ze and topography of the Ste. They were desgned for use by local
resdentsof al ages and included such features as sandboxes swings, and grassy play aress for
amdl children; outdoor gymnasums and playingfiel dsfor older children and adults (where soece
permitted); gathering placesfor families, with waks and dtting aress for passverecredtion, stralls,
and relaxation. All were sSted dong river or oceaen banks to provide refreshing breezesand digant
views, and to incorporate public bathing or swimming, a many tenements lacked private bathing
facilities.'

(continued)

" Only the beech intended for Charlesown Rayground was not built, possibly because Dewvey Beach hed
bean built & Charlesown Haghts in the meantime.
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The Charlestovyn Neighborhood and Bunker Hill

Charlestovm isthe second-oldest settlement of the Massachusetts Colony, founded in 1629 by
English sattlers. Failing to find a source offreshwater there, Govemor Winthrop and most of the
stlement party rdlocated to aneighboring peninsulain 1630, establishing the town of Boston.

Though later augmented by subgtantia landfill operations (see below), Charlestown originated as a
amall peninsula sgparated from Boston to the south by anarrow, degp chaimd, with the Mystic
River to the eedt and the Charles River to the wed. It was about one mile from north to south, and
about one-haf milewide a the southem tip neer Boston; a the north the land narrowed to apess or
"neck” connecting it vAth the mainland (Fig. 1).

Bunker Hill isone of three prominent hillson thispeninsula. It risesgradudly from the neck,
dopes on the north and eedt toward the Mystic River, and connects by aridge on the south with
Breed'sHill, then Moulton's Point a the southeast comer (Fig. 2). The eestem portions of the hills
Sparated the densest settlement on the south and west from the clay pitsthat Sfretched dong the
Mystic River, and were initially used chiefly for hay and pasturing; in the cusom of the times.
Bunker Hill derives its namefrom the wedthy emigrant George Bunker, who arrived in 1634 and
hed alarge pasture running over the summit. The Battle of Bunker Hill, however, actualy took
place on Breed's Hill where the Bunker Hill Monument stands today.

Charlestown's economic prosperity resulted from itslocation. Asearly asthefirst decade of
stlement, the natural degp water port creeted by the confluence of the Charlesand Mystic Rivers
dfracted severd wharves and a shipyard to the eesten shordine. After the Revolutionary War,
fiirtherfransportationdevd opments solidified Charlestown's position asamajor port. The
peninsula became linked to its surrounding towns by new bridges (to Boson in 1786, Chdsealin
1802, and Cambridge in 1810), and to the interior Merrimack River Valey in 1803 by the opening
of the 27-mile-long Middlesex Cand which terminated a the neck. Maritime activity was cludered
aong the numerous wharves which lined the harbor, eventualy producing the industria ring of
shipping (and later rail) devdopment around Charlestown's core resdentid community that
urvives to this day.

The creation of additiona land for commercid uses beganin the mid-1840s with the filling of the
Middlesex Cand, which had been rendered obsolete by the advent of rail transportation. Thenthe
CharlesRiver tidal basn was filled in the 1870s to facilitate railroad fraffic on the three ssparate rail
lines which had been reaching Charlestown's wharves via causaways. Warehouses, breweries,
factories, and railyards were congmcted on landfill sfretching aong the southem and westem
dhores to the neck.

(continued)
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A smilar transformation had begun on the northem shore when Medford Street was laid out in the
1830s Medford Street skirted the hill dong the Mystic River, beginning a the neck beside a beach
a the bese of Bunker Hill (now Sullivan Square). Thiswaterfront became Charlestown's premier
shipping center when the Charles River baan became landlocked through filling in the 1870s as
noted above. Fringe commercid activities encirdled resdentid development of Bunker Hill witha
complex of rail yardsand warehouses on the Mystic River. In 1873 the Mystic Docks were
deveoped by the Boston and Lowell Railroad between Medford Street and the river. Transferred to
the Boston & Mainein 1887, these docks became the canter of Bagton's export timber trade and
were the receiving point for great quantities of cod used and digtributed by the railroad. Other new
industries were afoundry, bakery, and fiimiturefactories. Fecilitiesfor manufacturing black leed
(graphite) for stove polish, shoe blacking and shoemekers wax dood a the foot of N. Mead Street
in 1885.

The devdopment of al these port,fransportation,and manufacturing facilitiesin Charlestown led
to dramatic increasssin population dengty which, in tum, spurred multi-family tenement
devdopment. Between 1830 and 1870 the population tripled, reaching 28,000 in 1870. It pesked
a 41,400 in 1910. Charlestown was annexed by the City of Bostonin 1873.

Many working-class resdents, including the mushrooming immigrant population in both
Charlestown and Boston, were especidly atfracted to Charlestown by the availability of public
trangportation. Asearly as 1860 a dredt railroad into Boston operated on Bunker Hill and other
dreds in 1901 it was converted to dectricity a the same timethat an devated railroad was built
over Main Street from Bostonto Sullivan Square. By thetum of the century Charlestown hed
become 90% Irish in nationdlity.

In the early 20th century, population grov*h sagnated but commercid activities continued to
expand on the fringes. Landfill activity continued aong the northem border. On Medford Stret
flanking the bese of Doherty Playground, the Revere Sugar Refinery was built in 1918 and
Schrafft's confectionery plant in 1927.

Today Charlestown coversan area of 14 square mileswith apopulation of 14,700, about 96%
white, representing 2.8% of Boston's population (according to 1990 census satidics). Its
population dendty is 17 people per acre, alittle less than the Boson average.

Historic Development of Charletown Heights and its Remaining Integrity

In 1891 the city acknowledged Charlesown's lack of open goece and acquired two Stesfor asmal .
park and playground: the former Dehon estate on Bunker Hill (later Charlestovm Heights), and the
nearby Guild Tannery property on Tufts Mill Pond by Sullivan Squere (later Charlestovm
Playground).

(continued)  *
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The city first acquired the William Dehon estate in 1876 for non-payment of taxes; thefract was
soldto William B. Bacon in 1877, reverting back to city ovmershipin 1891. The land appearsto
have been vacant, though surrounded by commercial and residential development on all sides. The
atlas of 1875 shows no use, while that of 1885 (Fig. 3) depictstwo buildings. The Dehon fract
consisted of three parcels totalling 10.5 acres. 3.8 acres sloped fromthe highest part at Bunker Hill
Sfreet dovm to Medford Sfreet. This comprised the original part of the park known as Charlestown
Heights, and the subject of this nomination. Medford Sreet separated Charlestovm Heights from
the remaining land which lay on the other side: anadditional .5 acre between Medford Sfreet and
the Boston & Lowell Railroad track, and 6.2 acres of flats on the Mystic River, which became
Dewey Beach (Figs. 4,5). The Dehonfract'svaried topography and river view madeit an inspired
choicefor a new neighborhood park. The site (Fig. 6), design intent (Fig. 7), and pavilion stmcture
(Fig.8) were later described asfollows by Frederick Law Olmsted, Jr., writingin 1897 in Harper's
Weekly:

...Charlestovm Heights...is Stuated on the northem dopeof Bunker Hill - the rea
Bunker Hill, not the spurious one where the battle took place and the monument was
built. 1t reechesfrom near the crest of the hill to its foot, a distance of about five
hundred and fifty feet, dropping dovm adeclivity of about sixty feet. The feature of
Charlestovm Heightsis a grand siwesgping view over the marshes of the Mystic, as yet
amost untouched, except upon the hither bank, by the growth of the city, to the
distant suburbs of Maiden and Everett, with the permanently forested hills of the
Middlesex FdlIsinthe digancebeyond. The desgninthiscase tekesthe peculiar
advantage of the location s its confroUing motive throughout, and attempts to make
the mogt of it.

At the high end of the ground upon the Sreet isa smal graveed plaza,
which sarves for the games that ordinarily have to go on inthe Sfreet, and
which will serve admirably for a concert grove when thef reesget large
enough. At the edge of the little plaza the ground drops to a lower level.
The upper floor of the house shown on the plan is open but for the pods
which support the roof, and gands a aleve overlooking the plaza, as
well as the lower ground to the north and the broad view beyond.
Immediately in front of the building are sand courtsfor little children,
and the basamant is recessad to provide a shdtered walk with seets for
the mothers. The basament contains a<o the toilet-rooms, refreshment
dand, etic. Before the sand courtsalavm dopes down to arough bowlder
pargpet and terrace wall overgrovm with cregpers and other plants, and
commanding the same view, with a different foreground. Below this
terracethe hill is very deep, and is, inthe main, a series of rocky dopes
with arich plant growth, through which awinding peath and seps lead
dovmto the dreet below.

(continued)



NPSram 10400-1 OMa Approval No. 1024-0018
(846)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

_ Page Charletown Haghts
Section number 9 Bogton (Charlestown), (Suffolk County)

M assachusdts

The pavilion/shdter (from plans of Waker & Kimballfleshingout Olmged's preliminary design)
wes heated with cod and lighted by eectric lights.

Two piecesof correspondence regarding congmction are available. A February 4,1892
memorandum, gpparently responding to architect's plans for the shdter, notes anong many other
detailsthat the seets for mothers by the sand courts ... should all be divided off every 20 inches by
iron ams to prevent loafers lying upon them.” Following this, alengthy letter of April 29to the
Charman of the Boston Park Commission atempits to dismiss once and for al the persgent
uggedtion of aloca higtorian that the park design be modified to preserve alarger portion of the
highest part of the origina surfece, in honor of aleged remans from asmall, temporary
fortification (a"redoubt™) built by the British during the Revolutionary War on the Ste of the
present &. Francis de Sdes Roman Cathaolic Church. In thisletter (Sgned only with the firm's
name but gpparently written ether by Frederick Law Olmgted, S. or, morelikely, his ngphew and
depson John Charles Olmated) two important points are emphasized about the park’s function and
its sgparation from the encroaching urban landscgpe. Firdt, the cenfral lawn "both as a play-ground
for little children and as abeautifiil foreground to thefine distant view, isthe most important
feature of the plan.” And sscond, it was intended thatf reesplanted aong the west border (now S.
Martin Sfreet), screen the park from "ugly, three-story, wooden tenement houses, with flat roofs
upon which dothes are hung out to dry,” aswell as "frame in and form an agresgble foreground for
the beautifiil and unobstmcted view to the north over the Mystic River.”

Charlestown Heights was constmcted according to plan; only the intended bridge across Medford
Sfreet was not built. Such a bridge was used to goen St Martin Sfreet when it was condructed in
1896, while & Medford Sfreet an underpass to what became Dewey Beach was built in 1898.

Subgantia regrading of the hilly stewas nesded tofl attenthe upper promenade and cenfra play
aess Surplus gone found in the excavation and not ussd in the walls supporting the terrace below
the overlook was broken up and depogited on thewaksfor surfacing. Graniteretaining walls were
built on the three doping Sdes, and geps were congmcted of granite with puddingstone cheesk
walls. Graceful iron-framed wooden seets with iron armrests were placed a the overlook and on
the curving path beow it (Photo 8). Lamp-pogswereingdled for dectric lighting. The park
opened in 1895.

Subssquent dterations have focused on expanding the active recreationd facilities in the cenfra
areg, and the amctures to sarve them, while making the plazalpromenade areamoreformal as its
frees matured. These dterations are discussad in detail below for eech of the three sections, dong

(continued)
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with comments as to the remaining integrity of each section, followed by adiscusson of the
integrity of those agpects which gpply in large part to the park as awhole, namdly its location,
setting, and association.

Changesin the promenade beganin 1901 with the ingtdlation of an iron fence (planned snce 1896)
on each dde of the pavilion; then or later (by 1932) seats were placed dongit. 1n 1909 asimilar
iron picket fence was congmcted dong Bunker Hill Sfreet, probably to protect the growingfrees,or
in connection with eectrification of the Sfreet railway (both fence and railway are prominent
features of Photo 11). By 1932 the pavilion was demolished (ssediscusson below). The
promenade was mede more formal in 192, possbly triggered by ongoing maturation of the frees,
which would have prohibited active gamesin thisareg, (Fig. 10). Thewide gravel surface was
replaced with concrete walks surrounding two ova grassy beds with acircular bed and flagpole
between them. The original dlee was supplemented by additiona frees(of unspecified spedies) in .
pitsinserted a intervasingde and outsde the concrete walks. The iron fencing and benches
previoudy introduced were now removed; new benches were ingtaled facing the new grass beds
insde the newly paved walks. New granite Seps leading dovm to the grassy play areawere
inserted on centerline with the pavilion. Similar dterations were mede in 1977 (Fig. 13): new
concrete curbing and iron fencing were ingaled a the north end, thefl agpol ewas removed, anew
bese was made for the DAR - monument (Seedescription, p. 4), the present precadt concrete and
wood benches were infroduced, and 14 Norway maplef reeswere planted outsde the concrete walk.

A comparison of the hitoric plan (Fig. 7) with the current plan (Fig. 14) (not conddering the
pavilion, which is discussed below) shows continuing integrity of design intent: it fiilfius Olmgted's
vision of afree-shadedpromenade with agranite fountain a the south end asfoca point. The
granite ashlar wall surrounding the fountain (both wall and fountain were built by Waker &
Kimball, architects of the pavilion) may be the same materia usedin the pavilion. The later
additions of concrete pathsand benches are consgent with Olmged's intent for aquiet resting
place shaded by mature frees. Integrity of materids isretained in the fountain, but not the paving,
where concrete and grass replaced gravd. Integrity of feelingisdefinitely conveyed in this quiet,
shedy area (Photo 14), which continues to be arestfiil "resort for [the children's] parentsat the dose
of abusy day."

The cenfral play areg, the "mogt important fegture of the plan,” has ssen the grestest amount of
change, reflecting the 100-year evolution of nesds andfrendsin facilities for active recreation. It
wes built asagrassy lavmfor little children's play, with sand courts infrontof the pavilion housing
convenient seats for their mothers. The play areawas protected with wooden post-and-rope fencing
and encircled by awalk of gravel or macadam (Photos 3 and 4). At itsfarthest edge was adramatic
wide overlook built on sone terraces with aboulder pargpet. Olmaedftimishedf ri i sareawith
curving sedts for resting and admiring the view over the Mystic River below (Photos 5-7).

(continued)
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The play facilities were supplemented by constmction of Dewey Beach across Medford Sfreet in
1898, and abathhousein 1912 (Photo 10). (The rdationship of the beach and bathhouse to
Medford Sfreet and the main park area.can be ssen in Fig. 11, aplan for WPA work undertaken in
1938) By 1932 aswing shdter was added to the lavm,friepavilion a the upper promenade was
demoalished, and anew field house built a the edge of the grass near the overlook (Fig. 9). The
field house gopears to have redirected the park user's attention a thiskey gpot into the play area
rather than out of it. It isunclear a whatti megfter this seets were removed from the overlook. In
1H5 the wading pool was built, with the swimming pool complex followingin 1948-49 (Fig. 12),
and the field house was demolished (quite likely itsfimctionsoverlgpped with those of the new
bathhouse). The constmction of the pool complex is the most significant (and irreversible) change
in the cenfral play area. Though it continues the active play fiinction intended in this spece, it dso
began the process of diminishing, squaring off, and paving over the naturaigticaly-styled lavm
aea Additional active recredtion facilities were infroduced: in 1968 the concrete shede shdter, in
1972 thetot lot for smdl children, in 1975 the basketbdl courts, in 1987 more play equipment for
amadl children, and in 1995 anew splash/weading pool. The swimming pool complex underwent
major renovations completed in 1989, including extensve plumbing changes and the ingtallation of
new toilets and showers. No changes were mede to ether the interior or the exterior walls.

A comparison of historic Photos 4, 5, and 6 with current Photos 16,20, and 21, respectively,
demondrates the effect of the exchange of the origing| pavilion and picturesque lawn for the hard-
aurfaced games of the 20th century. The concrete shede shdter and gplash pool do not have the
fraditional craftsmanship of Olmgted's smctures. Thusthis section of the park has lost itsintegrity
of materids, workmanship, and feeling, but neverthdess retains all theftmctional agoects of its
design and intent as an active play soace

In confradt, the informal lower hillside hes experienced remarkably little change, as isevident from
acomparison of higtoric Photos 8 and 9 with current Photos 23 and 24. It was desgned to be "a
series of rocky dopes with arich plant growth, through which awinding path and Sepslead dovm
to the Sfreet below,” with Sfrategicaly placed benches for rest and enjoyment of the view. While
the area suffersfromneglect and vandaism, the only intentional changes are replacement of the
gravel or macadam surface with bituminous concrete, and removal of the benches Theoriginal
path sysem isunchanged, es are its granite Seps with puddingstone chesk walls (some need repair
and replacement). Asto plantings, only afew large perimeterfreesgppear to remain fromthe
originas, and there are fewer large shmibs and more meedow and overgrown bmsh than intended.
However, with proper maintenance this lower portion of the park can demondrate integrity of
design, mog materids, workmanship, and fedling.

In summary, al three sections retain subgtantia integrity of design, materids, workmanship, and
feeling. The park entity as awhole retains integrity of location, setting, and association. Its present
Szeof 38 axesisthe same asthe origina szeof Charletovm Heights. (As a conssquence of

(continued)
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Dewey Beach becoming polluted, it was replaced by the pool in the centrd play soece, and sold to
industrid interests) The presant areais the only portion to which the original Olmsted design
applied. Asto setting, the character of the neighborhood continues to be largely multi-family
resdentia with fiinge commercid and industria development, as can be ssen by comparison of
Bunker Hill Stret in the background of historic Photo 1 with itsvirtually identica present agpect in
Photo 12, and &. Martin Sfreet in hitoric Phato 5 with the very smilar present Photos 20 and 13.
Likewisethe 1885 alas(Fig. 3) and the 1995 assessor's mgp (Fig.  15) show the same type of
densdy populated area. Though acomparison of historic Phato 7 with present Photo 21 shows the
"grand swegping view of the marshes’ diminished through landfill and industrial development, the
setting was clearly industrial even in Olmged's time. Theassociation with thework of F. L.
Olmged & Co. under the direction of Frederick Lav Olmsted, . remains evident in the remaining
clarity of design.

Significance of Charlesovm Heights as an Olmged-Desgned Neighborhood Park
For his neighborhood parks, Olmsted hed derted the Park Commissioners to watch for aparticular
type of urban Ste:

... topographica drcumstances may compe goeces unauitable for building to beleft
between dreets, which it will be economica to use for such grounds It ismost
dedrable to meke use of any loca drcumgance of the dightest dignity of character to
supply acenfre of interest for such grounds for indance, in anaturd feature, assa
notable rock, or in ahistoricd feature, asthe dte of an old fort or Smply in apoint
of vantagefor aview, as a progoect dovm the harbor.

The former William Dehon estate on Bunker Hill overlooking the Mystic River, and the park
Olmgted designed for it, Charlessovm Helghts, is an outstanding example of both the siting and
design Olmgted envisoned.

The most important festure of the Ste isitslocation in adensdy populated neighborhood
overlooking theriver.The segp hillside had thusfar beentoo difficult for development, yet could
provide abeautifiil view in an historic location.

As to desgn, Olmged's plan mede the mog of the varied topogragphy which, with substantia
regrading, permitted him to include separate aress for active and passve recreetion linked by
graceftiUy curving walks and thefrademarkmstic sone seps and puddmggtone boulders found in
hislarger parks. Hewas adle to incorporate mog of the features of the Charlesoank idedl:
sandoourtsand agrassy play areafor young children, agravded mall for sfreet games (a concert
grove after thefreesmeatured), and picturesque aress for walking and sitting. The smdll Ste was
inedequatefor ballfiel dsand outdoor gymnadtic grounds, which were rdegated to Charlestovm

(continued)
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Playground. From the design principles discussad above, Olmsted incorporated an extended view
aoross water, walkswinding around acentral open goece, promenades, a scenic overlook, perimeter
trees and shmibas to provide visua sgparation from the surrounding neighborhood, and amstic
building intended to be subordinated to the landscape.

Today, Charletovm Heights is significant because it retainsmore of its origina design and fegling
than any of the others among the five neighborhood parks. The view isnot &s refreshing because of
increesing industridization dong Medford Sfreet and beyond, and much of the park is overgrown
and suffersfrom deferred maintenance. Neverthdess, beneath the somewhat derdlict gopearance,
much of its charm and the originaly-envisoned design and use remain intact, abeit changed to
meat modem conditions and recregtiond nesds The upper promenade hes matured into the shedy
oads Olmged envisoned. Whilethe stegp hillside hes lost the focus of the planting plan that
Olmgted had in mind, it can be redamed with proper planting and maintenance. The centrd play
areacontinues to function as an active play area as planned.

The other four parks have been more severdy dtered or destroyed.  Charlesbank was modified
subgtantialy through landfill and street widening, the Olmsated design obliterated by aMetropolitan
District Commission swimming pool and athletic field. Wood Idand is under alL.ogan Airport
runway. Charlestovm Playground isintact but was scaled back dramatically from the Olmsted
design and isdevoted entirely to ballfields. At North End Park, only asmall portion remainsof the
historic design and feding”

Significance of Charlestown Heights as Citv Government's Regponse to Recreationd Needsof an
Increasingly Dense Population

Charlestown HeightsDoherty Playground is dso significant as an example ofthe City of Boston's
solutions to public recregtional Nesds in both the 19th and 20th centuries. Being one ofthe aress of
ealiest settlement, Charlessovm had become overcrowded crowded by the time planning began for

(continued)

2 Interegtingly, this park hes many amilaritiesto Charletown Heights. Also adifficult Ste, it is on a 9egp
hill on the Bogton 9de of the Bodon Harbor, directly oppodte the Charlestown Navy Y ard and the Bunker
Hill Monument, and it is from thisgoat that British trogps fired on Charlestown in the historic Battle of
Bunke Hill. Likeniseitisin a cowded resdentid and commerdd area adjacent to an higoric buria
ground, 9 danse that the park could acoommodate only quiet resting places on degp done taraces on the
hillsde dong the dredt, plus a beach with bethhouses and promenede piers aooss the Srest. Today only
the gone tarraces aurvive. The beach, polluted like the Mystic River, wes replaced by a large ball field and
outdoor swvimming poal (the MirabdlaRod built by the George Rabat White Fund shortly after
Clougherty Podl).
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the Bogston park sysem in the 1870s  Along with the other long-settled Boston neighborhoods it
hed by far the largest average number of inhabitants per acre (56, compared to the city average of
15). Ironically, thisvery dendgty meant no park could be accommodated thereinitialy. Asthe

Second Report of the Board of Commissoners of the Department of Parks for the City of Boston,
1876 noted:

The Commissioners regret that they are unable to recommend in thisreport any
location for a park within the limits of the Charlesown disfrict. No imoccupied land
of sufficient area and gppropriate character for the purpose exids. The bes provision
that can be mede for the acoommodations of its citizens, & the present time, isto
extend the Charles-river Embankment [Charlesbank]  to endble them to reech the
generd sysem of parks in the pleesantest and most direct way. |

The community persisted in petitioning for recreation areas of some sort, however, asreported by
the Commissioners in 1889: |1

....in view of the rapidly increesing population of the Charletovm district, and the

entire absance of ay public park or playground in itslimits, the Board of Park g
Commissoners be requested to condder the expediency of acquiring or purchasing

the whole or partsof certain lands herein specified

until the Stesfor Charlestown Heights and Charlestown Playground were finally taken for parksin
1891

In addition to providing recregtionad goace, the city dso mede available instmction in constmctive
recregtiond activity and generd hygiene. Supervisad "kindergarten” dasses were held &
Charlestown Heights beginning in 1895 as an extenson of work being done a Charlesoank by
reformer Kate Gamett Wells and the Massachusatts Emeargency and Hygiene Association. This
organization sought to ingtill better heeth practices among low income families, and toward thet end
ran Charlesbank's gymnasium for wormen and children, where they provided free gymnadtic
instmction, child care, and children's crafts.

Land for apark was not the only recregtiona nesdin Charlestown; there were dso no facilitiesfor
beach bathing. Olmged's plan for Charlestown Heights mekes no mention of the small lot and Sx
agesof riverflatsacrass Medford Stregt that mede up the remaining two parcdsof the former
Dehon edate. However, hisplanfor Charletovm Playground, to be built on smilarflatswherea
beach hed exiged historically, did cal for avariety of active recreationd facilitiesincluding a .
riverfront promenade and bathhouses Charlestovm Playground was endlesdy ddayed in
congtmction and finally built with nothing but ballfields, wheress in the meantime, in 1898 (after

(continued)
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Olmged's retirement) Dewey Beach was congmcted on thefl atsat Charlestovm Heights (and in
1912a bathhouse was added).

City government's continuing responses to evolving nesds of the community in the 20th century are
directly rdaed to the "playground movement” and included in the discusson below.

Recredtion Facilities a Charlestovm Heights Within the Context of the Playground Movement
Both the initial desgn and, especidly, subssquent changes in Charlestovm Helghts recregtiond
facilities are representative of the playground movement which soreed acrass the country from the
1890s through the first half of the 20th century. The movement was characterized by the
devdopment of walk-to parks in neighborhoods, rdatively smdl in scde, and relatively smctured
in terms of active recregtiond facilities. Olmgted's park a Charlesbank provided amode for parks
in many other citiesas well as Boston, and alarge number of them were desgned by Olmsted
Brothers. These parks were initialy equipped with such features as gymnasums, sand courts, and
running fracks. By the 1930s and 1940s when basgbdl, football, basketbal, and swimming were
immensdy popular, large-scdefacilities ballfields and swvimming pools were common as well.

In Boston the movement was led by Mayor Jodgah Quincy who took office in 1896. While

'supporting therecreationd facilities in Olmgeds parks, he sharpened the focus on active reection,
especidly ball playing and other compsetitive goortsfor boys over age 10, which prior to this time
hed teken place largely in vacant lotsor the street. 1n 1898 Quincy initiated legidation for a sysem
of playgrounds, & leest one in every ward of the city; by 1932 therewere41. At Stesunconnected .
with parks, the Massachusetts Emergency and Hygiene Assodiaion's tot lots with sand courts and
play equipment for little children continued tofl ouri shand were ultimately aosorbed by the
schools 1n 1942, responding to anew focus on overdl city plaiming, the City Planning Board

egpared amader plan which included recregtiond facilities. 1n 1945, Mayor Maurice Tobin

gppointed thefirst Board of Recreation to Sudy the recregtiond nesds of the city in cooperation
with the Plaming Board.

In 1946 the Planning Board published a playground sudy that examined the extent to which
children were sarved by playgrounds in various digtrictsof the city. The study showed that 37% of
children in Charlestovm between the ages of sx and 15 were not served by playgrounds. Flans for
what was to become the Paul Clougherty Pool complex, urgently advocated by Charlestown's
political representatives to replace polluted Dewey Beech, gopear to have beaen adirect reault of this
sudy.

Clougherty Pool was built by the George Robert White Fund, acity-administered permanent
charitable tmst fund established in 1919, whose income isto be usad for creating works of public
utility and beauty for the use and enjoyment of inhabitants of the City of Boston. White Fund
projects for the most part comprise community hedlth centers and recregtion facilities; they dso

(continued)
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built the (Paul Revere) North End Prado and Schoolboys Stadium in Franklin Park. Clougherty
Pool was the first pool built by the White Fund. A few years|ater they built the MirabellaPool in
the North End Park, and in 1995 built another as part of anew youth development center in
Dorcheder.

The changes in Doherty Playground to incorporate more active reaction facilities for children of al
ages exemplify the playground movement. By 1932 swings had been added to the cenfra lavm, in
the 1940s the wading pool and swimming pool complex. In the late 1960s and 1970s the basketbdll
courts and new children's playground feetures were added. Though these facilities have
dramaticaly changed the character of the origind smple centrd lavm, they are consgent with the
activefimctionsOlmsted planned for this goece, and reflect evolving nationwide recreationd

trends. 5

Archaeologica Significance

No prehigtoric dtes are documented on the Charlestovm Heights or dong the Mystic River in the
immediate vicinity. Prehigtoric dtesin this areacould be very important in providing
information on subs sence/settlement pattemsin this coagtd andriverineenvironment and in
contributing datafor underganding the cultural, economic and socid sysemsof these people.
Information relating to the prehistoric environmenta reconstmction of the areawould adso be
significant.

A moderae potential exigts for the location of historical archaeologicd remains. The Contact
Period shoreline of Boston is documented as following Medford Street and is significant to the
historical environmenta recongmction of the area. No archaeologica evidence exids for the
devdopment of the area prior to 1885. The southern half of the parcd was significantly dtered
during the constmction of the Olmsted park between 1891 and 1895. The extengve regrading
process may have destroyed any cultural remains, both prehistoric and historical archaeologica
gtes. Any historical archaeologica remains located on this parce would contribute information
on the use of thisareaas apark.

(end)
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA
Acreage of Property: 38 aoes
UTM References:

Zone Easting Nor t hi ng
1 19 329740 4694180
2 19 329820 4694140
3 19 329740 4693960
4 19 329680 4694040

Verba Boundary Description:

The nominated area comprises two City of Bodon Tax Assessor's parcdsinWard 2. Parcd 1503
(the pool complex of 65,340 squarefeet ovmed by the City of Boston - George Robert White
Fund), and Parcd 1465 (the remainder of 99,922 souarefedt, including the golash pool).

Boundary Justification:

The present legal boundaries (the area extending from Medford Street to Bunker Hill Street)
encompess one of the three parcds of land taken by the City of Bogton for the park. Itistheonly
parcd towhichthe F. L. Olmged & Co. desgn gpplied. On the others(asmdl land areaplus flats
on the Mystic River across Medford Street), the Boston Park Department built Dewey Beech
shortly after Olmsted retired and hisfirm'sofficial connection with the park ended. This beech
became polluted in the 1940s Clougherty Pool was built to replaceitin the (Olmsted-desgned)
cenfra play areaof the park, and the beach was sold. The beach area hes now been filled and
developed as asugar refinery and no longer retains any historic fabric. The remaining area contains
much historic fabric and al the higtoric fiinctions.

(continued)
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Maps and Plans
(To frack evolving park design most eesily, wherever possible plans are oriented with Medford
Stregt a the top and Bunker Hill Sfreet at the bottom, though the | ettering is sometimes upside
dovm as aresult.)

Fig

Fig

Fig.
Fig.

Fig.

Fig.

Fig.

Fig.

Fig.

. 1Detail from Map of Boston and Envfrons, 1777, with the Military Works Congmcted in

Those Facesin the Years 1775 and 1776. Henry Peham

. 2"AView of Charles Tovm and the Back Ground, as Far as the Narrow Pass. Taken fromthe
Beacon Hill" (undated; fromFrothingham, Richard Jr. The History of Charlestown,
Massachusetts)

3 Atlas of the City of Boston, Charlestown & Brighton Vol 6; 1885

4 Survey of Portion of Dehon Edtate between Bunker Hill Sfreet and Medford Sfreet; February
20,1891. Garbett & Wood, Surveyors

5 Fan of Dewey Beach (Charlestown Heights North of Medford Street); June 19,1895. City
of Boston Park Department

6 Contour Plan of aPortion of the Dehon Edate in Charlesown; May, 1891. City of Boston
Park Department (Courtesy: Nationa Park Service Frederick Lav Olmgted National
Higtoric Site)

7 Generd Plan of Charlestown Heights, December 1891, F.L. Ohngted & Co. L
Architects (Courtesy: Nationa Park Service Frederick Lav Olmsted Nationa Historic
Site)

8 Prdiminary Flansfor Pavilion; August 1891. F.L. Ohnged & Co. Landscgpe Architects
(Courtesy: National Park Sarvice Frederick Lav Olmgted National Historic Site)

9 Charlestovm Heights Playground, undated plan (before 1932). City of Boston Park
Depatment
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Fig. 10 Grading and Waks a Charlesovm Heaghts Charletovm; Sptembe 16,1932, City
of Bagon Pak Degoartment

Fig. 11 Charlesovm Haghts & Deney Beach Prgoosed WPA Condmdion; February, 1938
City of Bogon Park Department

Fig. 12 ed L ocation far Pr Snimming Pod a John J. Doharty Playground,
ed planel947. City Planning Board

Fig. 13 Dahaty Playgaund Ste Plan & Ddails (recondmdion of passve aress); Augud 16,
1977. Shu%%f Merill & Fodtit Landsape Architeds

Fig. 14 Dohaty Playgraund (Formerly Charleovm Heghts) Existing Conditions Plan; 1993,
Walker-Kluesng Desgn Graup Landscgpe Ardhitedts for theBoston Parks and
Rexegtion Degpartment

Fig. 15 CityofBogtonAssessor'sPlan, Ward 2 Blocks 184-185;, 1996
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Copies of Historic Photographs *

(Photos 19 Courtesy of Nationa Park Sarvice, Frederick Lav Ohngted Nationa Historic Site,
BrooklineMA, from recordsof F. L. Olmgted & Co. Landscape Architects,; photographer and
location of negatives unknown)

Photo 1 Bunker Hill Strest and promenade, facing southeest; October 18,1895

Photo 2 Southand west Sdes of pavilion, and promenade, facing southeest; undated (after
“ o 7 .

Photo 3 North and west Sdes of pavilion, sand courtsand portion of centra lawn, facing eed;
undated (after 1895)

Photo 4 North and west Sdes of pavilionand centrd lawn, with St Francis de Sdes Roman
Catholic Churchand Bunker Hill Street at rear, facii” eadt; October, 1895

Photo 5 Centrd lawn a overlook, with &. Martin Strest axd Mystic River in the background,
facing north; October, 1895

Photo 6 Overlookwithseats, facing eest; undated (after 1895)

Photo 7 Medford Sfreet and Mystic River from near overl ook, facing northeast; October 30,
1895

Photo 8 Path a gone terrace below overlook, with seats, facing southeedt; undated (after 1895)

Photo 9 Northwest comer of park at Medford Sfreet, comer . Martin Sfreet, facing south;
undated (after 1895)

Photo 10  Bathhouse a Dewey Beach, facing south; undated (cl912) (Courtesy of Friends of
Doherty Park, Inc.; photographer and location of negative uiiknovm)

Photo 11  Bunker Hill Sfreet a Playground, facing northwest; 1938 (Courtesy, Society for the
Presarvation of New England Antiquitiesfrom Massachusetts Bay Transt Authority
collection)
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Current Phatographs

glalr lgﬁc. gohed by Eldeth T. Magnardli, July, 1996, neggtives prgoaty of Friends of Daherty
Phao12 Bunke Hill Sreg aorossfromDadhety Playground, fadng south

Phao13 S. Martin Sfrest aarassfr omDaohaty Playground, fadng narth

Phaol4 Pramenede with moden conarde and wood seets fadng southeedt

Phaol5 Canttrd play ares, fadng natheet

Phaol1l6 Bahhouse and baskebdl court, faong south

Phao 17 Bahhouse facade fadng southwet

Phao18 Inteiar of pod complex, fadng southvwest

Phao 19 Inteiar of pod complex with view of play areaand S. Martin Sred, fadng northwest
Phao20 Conade shdta, fadng wet

Phao2l Pargod a ovalodk, with viewv ovar Mydic River, fadng nartheest

Phao 2  (jrassy hilldde with view of pod and overlodk pargpoefromMedfard Sredt, fadng
uthwet

Phao 23 Sepsad pah a tarace bdow overlook (ssts ramoved), fadng southvwest
Phao24 Nothwest come of pak a Medfad Sres coma S. Martin Sredt, fadng southwest
Phao S  Notheest come of park a Medfad Sred, with Mabil dation, fadng southwest



Charlestown Heights

Datasheet

Letters of identification are keyed to 1993 Dohert)' Playground Resource Map/photograph location map

Letter Name

A PROMENADE

B FOUNTAIN

C D.A.R. MONUMENT
D PATH SYSTEM

E STEPS (3)

F CHEEK WALLS(3)
G

Type.
WALKWAY
OBJECT

MONUMENT/
MARKER

WALKWAY
WALKWAY

LANDSCAPE

OVERLOOK TERRACE LANDSCAPE

RETAINING WALL

PERIMETER RETAIN-

ING WALL

BATHHOUSE

SWIMMING POOL

LANDSCAPE

LANDSCAPE

SPORTSFACILITY

SPORTSFACILITY

Material
CONCRETE
GRANITE/CONCRETE

GRANITE/BRONZE

CONCRETE,/EARTH
GRANITE

PUDDINGSTONE
CONCRETE/PUDDINGSTONE
GRANITE

GRANITE

CONCRETE
CONCRETE

A Paget of2

Resource

STE

OBJECT

OBJECT

STRUCTURE

STRUCTURE

STRUCTURE

STRUCTURE

STRUCTURE

STRUCTURE

BUILDING

STRUCTURE

Boston (Charlestown) (Suffolk Co.) Massachusetts

Date

1932

1892

1926

Satus



Charlestown Heights
Boston (Charlestown) (Suffolk Co.) Massachusetts

Letter Name Type Material Resource Date
.k DIVING POOL SPORTSFACILITY CONCRETE STRUCTURE 1948
M BLEACHERS SPORTSFACILITY CONCRETE STRUCTURE 1947
N PUMPHOUSE SPORTSFACILHT CONCRETE BUILDING 1997
P SHELTER STREET FURNITURE CONCRETE  STRUCTURE 1963
P TOT LOT RECREATION ASPHALT/ STRUCTURE 1972
PLASTIC
Q BASKETBALL COURTS (2) SFORTS ASPHALT STRUCTURES 1975
R SPLASH POOL RECREATION CONCRETE STRUCTURE 1995
SWINGS RECREATION PLASTIC/IRON STRUCTURE 1972
Totas: Contributing Non-Contributing

2
|

2
18

0 Buildings
Sites

6 Structures
Objects
Totd

Ease?2 of 2

Status

N/C

N/C

N/C

N/C

N/C



















































Photo 1 Bunker Hill Street and promenade, facing southeast; October 18, 1895

Photo 2 South and west sides of pavilion, and promenade, facing southeast; undated (after 1895)

Photo 3 North and west sides of pavilion, sand courts and portion of central lawn, facing east; undated (after
1895)



Photo 4 North and west sides of pavilion and central lawn, with St. Francis de Sales Roman CatKolic thlirch and
Bunker Hill Street in background, facing east; October, 1895

Photo 5 Central lawn at overlook, with St. Martin Street and Mystic River in the background, facing north;
October, 1895

Photo 6 Overlook with seats, facing east; undated (after 1895)



Photo 7 Medford Street and Mystic River from near overlook, facing northeast; October 30, 1895

Photo 8 Path at stone terrace below overlook, with seats, facing southeast; undated (after 1895)

</\|g\/|/\ I_/\>_|/\I_ npm

Photo 9 Northwest corner of park at Medford Street, corner St. Martin Street, facing south; undated (after 1895)



Photo 10 Bathhouse at Dewey Beach, facing south ; undated (c1912) (Courtesy of Friends of Doherty Park, Inc.;
photographer and location of negative unknown)



Photo 11 Bunker Hill Street al Playground, facing northwest; 1938 (Courtesy, Society for the Preservation of New
England Antiqurties from Massachusetts Bay Transit Authority collection)
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The Commonwealth of Massachusetts
Julv 2 1997 William Francis Galvin, Sccrctar}' of the Commonwealth

Y M assachusetts Historical Commission
Ms. Carol Shull
National Regider of Historic Haces N>
Depatment of the Interior
National Park Service ' lee
P.O. Box 37127

Washington, DC 20013-7127
Dear Ms. Shull:

Enclosed please find the following nomination for:

Charlestown Heights, Bunker Hill, . Martin, and Medford Streets, Boston
(Charlestown) (Suffolk County), MA

The nomination hes been voted digible by the Siate Review Board and hes been Sgned by the
Sae Historic Preservation Officer. The owners of property in the Certified Loca Govermnent

community of Boston were notified of pending State Review Board consderation 60-120 days
before the meseting.

Sincerdly, . .

Betsy Friedberg, National Regider Director
Massachusatts Historical Commission

cc. Thomas M. Menino, Mayor, City of Boston
JustineLiff, Commissoner, Boson Parks & Recregtion Depatment
Robert Fleming, Director, George Robert White Fund, City of Boston
Alan Schwartz, Chair, Boston Landmarks Commisson
Maura FitzPetrick, Boston Landmarks Commission, CLG coordinator
+ Elsbeth Magnardlli, Preservation Consultant
- Catherine Radford, Friends of Doherty Park, Inc.

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, xMassechusatts 02125 « (617) 727-8470
Fax. (617) 727-5128 TDD: 1-800-392-6090
Websitee www.magnet.state.ma.us/sec/mhc



The Commonwealth of M assachusetts

William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
November 21 1997 Massachusetts Historical Commission

Ms. Carol Shull

National Register of Historic Haces
Department of the Interior

National Park Service

Mail Stop 2280, Suite 400

1849 C Strest

Washington, D. C. 20240

Dear Ms. Shull:

Enclosed please find additional documentation for the following National Register nomination as
requested by Patrick Andrus (sse atached letter of Sgptember 11, 1997) Requested inventory,
photograph sheet, and annotated Ste mep isprovided.

Charlestown Heights, Boston (Charlestovm) (Suffolk Co.), MA. Reference number
97000969

Feas=let me know if | can be of further sarvice

Sincerdly,

Betsy Friedberg
National Regigter Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission

endoaures

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125 « (617) 727-8470
Fax: (617) 727-5128 TDD: 1-800-392-6090
Website: www.magnet.state.ma.us/sec/mhc









