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The architectural style of Crowan Cottage is derived from the innovative work of 
Henry Hobson Richardson. The stretching of the roof planes to form the porches, 
and the lifting of roof planes to form dormers are Richardsonian features as is 
the sculptured treatment of the shingled second story which has been modulated 
to create flared surfaces and bow windows.

The foundation wall is separated from the lower story proper by long beveled 
limestone blocks. The lower story is of rusticated stone framed with smooth red 
brick at the corners and around windows and doors. Limestone lintels over doors • 
and windows are scored to resemble stone. Windows are varied and include two bow 
windows and several dormers. There are three porches created by stretching the roof 
planes, one which forms the main entrance on the western elevation.

The structure consists of two gabled rectangular sections running north- 
south. The eastern section is offset 20 feet to the north and a east-west wing, 
measuring 28' x 14' adjoins the north-eastern corner of this section.

Few alterations have been made to the house. An addition on the south east end 
is given identical external treatment, but lacks the interior plaster walls of the 
earlier portion of the structure. The flooring of the front porch has been covered 
with red and white hexagonal tiles and the porch floor extended across the entire 
front of the building and around the north side.

Interior detailing includes finely carved pine mantels, a handsome pine 
stairway, and narrow oak flooring in the front portions of the house. Louvered 
shutters and intricate brass hinges and hardware were all custom designed.
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The architectural style, detail and craftsmanship of the Crowan Cottage along with its 
associations with the early history of Anniston, make it one of the city's most substantial 
landmarks.

The cottage, along with the nearby Noble-Roberts Cottage, is a mature expression of the 
architecture of H. H. Richardson, and the two houses are the only known examples of this 
style in the state. Family traditions have held that the houses were designed by 
Stanford White and as the house indicates a thorough knowledge of Richardson's work, 
he may well have supplied the plans.

Anniston, which was incorporated in 1881, was a totally planned industrial community 
created by Samuel Noble who brought skilled artisans and architects from throughout the 
world to build and embellish the city. The cottage was built around 1886 for his 
parents, James and Jennifer Noble at a cost of $6,307.14.

The elder Noble was born in England and eventually moved to Georgia where he engaged 
in the iron making business with his sons. The house continued to be occupied by his 
widow and children after his death in 1888 and later became the property of a grandson, 
Surgeon General Robert,_E. Noble. Noble served with General William Crawford Gorgas 
and Noble Army Hospital was named for him. At his death, the house was willed to Auburn 
University, and later was acquired by the Anniston City Board of Education, which plans 
to remove or destory the cottage in the near future.
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