FORM B - BUILDING In Area no. Form no.

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 116-L-3.7
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston

1 Town V/orcester

Address 57 EIm Street

Name Alexander Marsh House

Present use residential
2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5")

Staple to left side of form

Photo number
Present owner Charles V/. Patterson,
trustee 5? EIDI St,
3. Description:
Date 18ij.6
Source Albert Waite Papers
Style Greek Revival
4. Map. Draw sketch of building location Architect unknown
in relation to nearest cross streets and _ )
other buildings. Indicate north. Exterior wall fabric clapboard
Outbuildings (describe) none
Other features rock-faced granite founda
tion, corner pilasters,peairaented
gable, entry with side lights, Doric
porch
decoz'alL lve
Altered applique on e« pate ""NOM (?)
—froirt—dxTor
Moved Date
UTM'. 5 Lotsize: ""~"rr""'Yo19 sq, ft,
Ore acre or less Over one acre
Approximate frontage 67’
Approximate distance of building from street
10
DO NOT WRITE IN THISSPACE 6. Recorded by B.R, Pfeiffer
USGS Quadrant
Organization Wore. Heritage Pres. Soc,
MHC Photo no. March 1979
Date
(over)

5M-2-75-R061465 (20M-2"76)



7. Original owner (if knoan)

Original us=®

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates

Al exander Marsh

resddence

same

Themes (check as many as applicable)

Aboriginal Consarvation Recr eation
Agricultural ,, Education Religion
Architectural Exploration/ Science/

“he Arts settlement invention
Commer(_:e _ Industry Social/
Communication Military humanitarian
Community development Political Transportation

9, Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above)

10.

»-The Al exander Marsh House i s an excellent unaltered exanple of the side-hall
t*pe of Geek Revival house which enjoyed wi despread popularity i n Wrcester
during the 18i|.03 andearly 18503, The house rests on a foundation of rock-
faced granite andhas corner pilasters, a pedimented gable onits facade

and a Doric porch. Themin entry has a four-panel wooden door (with Li gsaw
decoration ?erhaps added ca.l SoO) set between side [ights. East of the
entrK, the facade has tvto floor-to-ceiling windows of 6/9 sash; elsewhere
the house has 6/6 sash. O the houses built by Governor Levi Lincolni n

his first efforts t o develop hi sEl mStreet estate i nthe 8305 and|8i].0s,
only the Al exander Marsh House remains unaltered onits original site.

In October of I8ij.8 Levi Lincoln sold #57 El mStreet t o Al exander Marsh of
Sout hborough, At the t.inme of this sale, the property was describedas
containing "anewdwelling house i nthe process of completion", which
presuii-ably was occupied by Marsh i nl8ij.9. Al exander Marsh (1605-1890)
cane t o V/orcester as a piano deal er andmaintai ned a store 1 ntheAnmerican
House Bl ock from 1879 t 01858. After 1858 Marsh becanme a manufacturer of
barometers anda "deal er i npatent rights", with offices i nthe Union
Block on Main Street. |1 n1875Marsh built a brick house at the rear of
his original | ot (now #2 Cak Street - seelincoln Estate - El mPark
District, Form116-L) to which he noved i n18750r |876.

7

(cont,)

Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,
early maps, etc.) "

Worcester County Deeda Bbok khO» p. 620. Lincoln to March, 10/17/18if8.
Al bert Viaite Papers,
Rice, F, V/lorcester of 1898, p, 683 (Henry Marsh)



INVENTORY FORM CONTINU.allON SHEET Coinmunity: Fom

NL\SSASRISETTS HISTOFUCGU CCMASSICN Worcester 116-L-37,;
Office of the Secretar>', Bo.gon

March House

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued beloiv.

9. After 1875, #57 El mStreet was the home of Henry Al exander Marsh (1836.
19114-), son @i.Al exander Mars¥,i . The younger Marsh studied under Edv/ard
Everett Hale while Hale was minister of theChurch of the Unityi n
Vorcester. |1 n1653* Henry Marsh becane a clerk at t heCentral Bank
(of Worcester), rising tocashier (1662) andlater topresident of the
bank (1892;, Marsh served as city councilor (1867-1669), al derman
{1878-1881) and mayor of Worcester (1892-189i"), 1 n1903, whent he
Worcester Trust Conpany was formed by t heconsolidation of several
local banks. Marsh becane vice-president of thenew conpany. Marsh
lived at 57 EImStreet until hisdeath i n 1911.

erntory forn st bottoni
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Please refer to the map in the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000304



