
FORM B - B U I L D I N G 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston 

In Area no. Form no. 

II6-L-3.7 

2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5") 
Staple to left side of form 
Photo number 

4. Map. Draw sketch of building location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and 
other buildings. Indicate north. 

1. Town V/orcester 

57 Elm S t r e e t Address 

Name Alexander Marsh House 

Present use r e s i d e n t i a l 

Present owner Charles V/. Pa t t e r son , 
t r u s t e e 5? E I D I S t , 

3. Description: 

Date I8ij.6 

Source A l b e r t Waite Papers 

Style Greek Rev iva l 

Architect unknown 

Exterior wall fabric c lapboard 

Outbuildings (describe) none 

Other features r o c k - f a c e d g r a n i t e founda 
t i o n , corner p i l a s t e r s ,pea i raen ted 
gab le , e n t r y w i t h s ide l i g h t s , Doric 
porch 

decoz'aLlve 
Altered app l ique on • pate ^^^O^ (?) 

—froirt—dxTor 
Moved Date 

UTM'. 5. Lot size: " " ^ ^ r r " " ' " 

One acre or less 

7019 sq , f t , 

Over one acre 

Approximate frontage 67 ' 

DO NOT WRITE IN THIS SPACE 
USGS Quadrant_ 

MHC Photo no. 

Approximate distance of building from street 

10 ' 

6. Recorded by B.R, P f e i f f e r 

Organization Wore. Her i t age Pres . Soc, 

March 1979 
Date 

(over) 

5M-2-75-R061465 (20M-2^76) 



7. Original owner (if known) 

Original usê  

Alexander Marsh 

resddence 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates same 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal 
Agricultural „ 
Architectural 
^he Arts 
Commerce 
Communication 
Community development I T 

Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 

settlement 
Industry 
Military 
Political 

Recreation 
Religion 
Science/ 

invention 
Social/ 

humanitarian 
Transportation 

9, Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

•-The Alexander Marsh House i s an excellent unaltered example of the side-hall 
t^pe of Greek Revival house which enjoyed widespread popularity i n Worcester 
during the l8i|.03 and early 18503, The house rests on a foundation of rock-
faced granite and has corner p i l a s t e r s , a pedimented gable on i t s facade 
and a Doric porch. The main entry has a four-panel wooden door (with jigsaw 
decoration perhaps added ca.lSoO) set between side l i g h t s . East of the 
entry, the facade has tvto f l o o r - t o - c e i l i n g windows of 6/9 sash; elsewhere 
the house has 6/6 sash. Of the houses b u i l t by Governor Levi Lincoln i n 
his f i r s t e f f o r t s to develop his Elm Street estate i n the I83OS and l8i|.0s, 
only the Alexander Marsh House remains unaltered on i t s o r i g i n a l s i t e . 

In October of l8ij.8 Levi Lincoln sold #57 Elm Street to Alexander Marsh of ; . 
Southborough, At the t.ime of t h i s sale, the property was described as 
containing "a new dwelling house i n the process of completion", which 
presuii-ably was occupied by Marsh i n l8ij.9. Alexander Marsh (1605-1890) 
came to V/orcester as a piano dealer and maintained a store i n the American 
House Block from 181̂ .9 to 1858. After I858 Marsh became a manufacturer of 
barometers and a "dealer i n patent r i g h t s " , w i t h o f f i c e s i n the Union 
Block on Main Street. In 1875 Marsh b u i l t a bric k house at the rear of 
his o r i g i n a l l o t (now #2 Oak Street - see Lincoln Estate - Elm Park 
D i s t r i c t , Form 116-L) to which he moved i n 1875 or I876. 

(cont,) 

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc.) ' ' 

Worcester County Deeda Bbok khO» p. 620. Lincoln to March, 10/17/18if8. 

Albert V/aite Papers, 

Rice, F, V/orcester of I898, p, 683 (Henry Marsh) 



INVENTORY FORM CONTINU.aTION SHEET 

NL\SSAaRISETrS HISTOFUC-U CCM^SSICN 
Office of the Secretar>', Bo.ston 

Coinmunity: Form 

Worcester 
II6-L-37; 

Worcester 
II6-L-37; 

March House 

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued beloiv. 

9. After 
I9II4-) 
Evere 
Worce 
(of W 
bank 
{I878 
Worce 
l o c a l 
l i v e d 

1875, #57 Elm Street was 
son of Alexander Marsh, 

Alexander Marsh (I836. 
studied under Edv/ard 

the home of Henry 
, w-i. wii. The younger Marsh 
t t Hale while Hale was minister of the Church of the Unity i n 
ster . In 1653* Henry Marsh became a cler k at the Central Bank 
orcester), r i s i n g to cashier (l662) and l a t e r to president of the 
(1892), Marsh served as c i t y councilor (I867-I669), alderman 
-1881) and mayor of Worcester (l892-l89i^), In 1903, when the 
ster Trust Company was formed by the consolidation of several 
banks. Marsh became vice-president of the new company. Marsh 
at 57 Elm Street u n t i l his death i n 1911|. 

•rntory forn st bottoni 
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Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000304 


