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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The old grade school is built in the Swiss Chalet style. It is a one-story
building with a gable roof and cupola. The school is built on a rectangular plan with
a projecting entry.

The school has a wood frame with horizontal wood siding. It also has composition
roofing, a timbered entry, and is painted. When the school was built, it was evidently
too small to hold the number of students in Fort Peck. The school had additions to the
original structure in 1935 and 1937. Two of these additions remain; the remainder were
demolished after 1965. : T

: . . . . N .. [ - .
'The school is, located to the northwest of the grass mall, morth of the flagpole
area. The Swiss Chalet style of the school is identical to quite.a few of the other
constructibn'camp'era buildings. The Chalet style provides a rustic style for central
and eastern Montana.

The windows at the school have been altered. They appear to have been double hung
windows, five in a row, and located on either side of the front door. These windows
have been sealed up, with only a tiny slit window at the top of the original for height.
The basic configuration is still apparent and the original window configuration could
be restored.
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STATEMENT:OF SIGNIFICANCE .o o S Co

The school meets the National Register Criteria A and C for the National Register.
It is an exceptionally significant structure that is "associated with events that have
made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of our history." The school
educated the children who lived at Fort Peck with their families during the time the
dam was being constructed. It continues to provide education facilities for the people
who live and work at Fort Peck.

The school also meets Criterion C, which applies to "exceptionally significant
properties that embody the distinctive characteristics of a period, type, or method of
construction . . . or that possess high artistic value . . ." The Swiss Chalet style
of the school is a definitive method of construction which was popularized by the
National Park Service in the 1900-1920 period. This architectural style lends a rustic
appearance to the school. Many of the stuctures at Fort Peck which have survived from
the construction camp era also embody this same style.

The school and the town of Fort Peck help to symbolize the New Deal in Montana.
There are so few government construction projects in Montana, that the construction of
Fort Peck Dam, Lake, and town is of major importance in the history of Montana. It
would be hard to estimate the amount of impact that thisconstruction had on the state.
Its significance should not be underestimated. It is also one of the few 1930's
government construction projects in the State of Montana.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION
The grade school is located on North Missouri Avenue, between West Osage Avenue
and West Kansas Avenue, in Fort Peck, Montana. From the intersection of North
Missouri Avenue and’'West Osage Avenue, proceed 125 feet north northwest. The
proceed approximately 225 feet southwest, then approximately 85 feet north northwest,
then proceed approximately 225 feet northeast, and then approximately 85 feet

south southeast.

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE
STATE CODE COUNTY CODE
EB1FORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE
Rebecca J. Otto Archeologist
ORGANIZATION DATE
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers August 1985
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
6014 U.S. Post Office & Courthouse 402-221-3070 FTS 864-3070
CITY OR TOWN : : "STATE
Omaha Nebraska

CERTIFICATION OF NOMINATION
STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER RECOMMENDATION
YES_Z NO____ NONE_____

€ M& o M&% 2- N .&
STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFF IGNATURE

In compliance with Executive Order 11593, | hereby nominate this property to the National Register, certifying that the State

Historic Preservation Officer has been allowed 90 days in which to present the nomination to the State Review Board and to
evaluate its significance. The evaluated level of significance is National State X Local.

FEDERAL REPRESENTATIVE SJGNATURE LTC Kit J. Valentine
- |20 &7 IS S —— e s0n Sy O b

TITLE Ch;g%?/gffice of Environmentaf'd$3§$TEW'r¥;‘“" DATE
[FOR NPS USE ONLY
| HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THIS PROPERTY IS INCLUDED IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER
/L ﬁu&;@";‘%" M%/ Qe - DATE
- _DIRECTOR. OFFICE OF ARCHEOLOGYAND msma% PRESERVATION 7~~~
ATTEST:

KEEPER OF THE NATIONAL REGISTER

Isap | (985€

~

DATE

GPO 899-.214



