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Q Object

OWNERSHIP

CD Public
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D Both
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CD In Process 

CD Being Considered
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|_| Preservation work
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ACCESSIBLE 

TO THE PUBLIC

Yes:
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\ I Agricultural 

CD Commercial 

CD Educational 

CD Entertainment

| | Government 

CD Industrial 

CD Mi itary 

1X1 Museum

| | Park

Q Private Residence

|~1 Religious

| | Scientific

CD Transportation 

CD Other (Specify)

CD Comments

OWNER'S NAME:

Museum Association of the American Frontier
STREET AND NUMBER:

Box 68
CITY OR TOWN:

Loomis Nebraska 31

Nebraska

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC:

County Clerk, Dawes County Court House
STREET AND NUMBER:

4th and Main Streets
CITY OR TOWN:

Chadron Nebraska 31

TITLE OF SURVEY:

Historic Preservation in Nebraska - Preliminary Plan
DATE OF SURVEY: October, 1970 CD Federal |X] State County CD Loca

DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

Nebraska State Historical Society
STREET AND NUMBER:

1500 "R" Street
CITY OR TOWN:

Lincoln Nebraska
This nomination is located in the Third Nebraska Congressional District



CONDITION

(Check One) 

Excellent §(] Good Q Fair Q Deteriorated D Ruins D Unexposed

(Check One) 

JT] Altered D Unaltered

(Check One) 

Moved (] Original Site

ESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if Known,) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Site includes two__bmj_dings: a combined trading house and living 
quarters 9 and a small warehouse. When development of the site by 
the Museum Association began in 1955, they were ruins in depressions 
in the virgin sod. Bo,th_buildings have been completely reconstructed 
t^jDt4gjjialJ.ijies.._and grades, including all post holes, as developed 
by thorough archeological investigations. Details of construction 
were furnished^By John Bissonette, aged son of trader Joseph Bissonette, 
who visited the post in 1872. Construction details include log walls 
(using hand-hewn logs from a ranch house constructed nearby ca'. 1880), 
cedar roof poles, sod roof and rough-sawn pine doors and counters, all 
as described by Joh'n Bissonette and as demonstrated by archeological 
evidence.

Large building is 13' -3" x 27 l -6% including trade room 18' -9" 
x 13' -3" and living room 8 1 -9" x 13 l -3". Small warehouse is 6 1 -10" 
x .13-''-0".. Reconstruction work is of excellent quality and buildings 
were used in filming fur trade sequences for orientation film now used 
at Jefferson National Expansion Memorial in St. Louis.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This typical small trading house was established in the winter 
of 1845-46 by James Bordeaux while in the empioy_.o.l^ierre Chouteau 
Jr. & Co. Provision for his outfit was covered in correspondence 
between Alexander Culbertson and Joseph Picotte in the summer of 1845, 
Bordeaux occupied an important position at Ft. Laramie and was 
mentioned at length by Fremont, Parkman and Matthew Field. He later 
established headquarters on the Platte near the site of the Grattan 
massacre but maijrLained this small post in northwestern Nebraska for 
26_y_e3irs and carriecLon-a.successful trade with the Sioux through its 
Use.

This post was the scene of an attack and raid on his horse herd 
by a Crow war party under White Bear in October 1849. A pursuing 
Brule Sioux party intercepted the raiders near the later site of 
Crawford, Nebraska and this action gave the name "Crow Butte" to a 
prominent landmark there. The creek beside the trading post was 
called "Bordeaux Creek" and still bears that name.

From 1872 until about 1876 this post was occupied by F. C. 
Boucher, another trader. In the summer of 1876 a military detail 
confiscated~40,000 rounds of Winchester ammunition at the post to 
prevent their sale to hostile Sioux.

Of aJJLthe^.trading. post sites in northwestern Nebraska, this is 
the best documented and has had the most colorful history. It is, 
intimately associated with James Bordeaux, F. C. Boucher and Joseph 
Bissonette, who established his headquarters as sub-agent at a small 
trading post one half mile below this site about 1872.



Archeological Report-Bordeaux Tradinc 
John Dishon McDermott, "James Bordeai 

Arthur H. Clark Company. 
"James Bordeaux Issue" of the Museum 

No. 1 (Spring 1966). 
Virginia Cole Trenholm,, "The Bordeaux 

(July 1954).

Post; Museum of the Fur Trade, 1955. 
ix," Mountain Man Series 9

of the Fur Trade Quarterly, Vol. 2, 

Story," Annals of Wyoming XXVI
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LATITUDE LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds

42° 49' 25" 10? 55' 27"
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Persijs Kolberg, Curator of Historic Sites
ORGANIZATION DATE

Nebraska State Historical Society May 27, 1971
STREET AND NUMBER:

1500 "R" Street
CITY OR TOWN:

Lincoln
^^^^•^^•^lilllMiliMiiM^^Bi

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is: 

National Q State [X] Local Q

Name /YVjt'f'U^O Ml T^^AA)
\

Title Director, Nebraska State
Historical Society

' Date

STATE CODE

Nebraska 31

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.
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Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE- 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY MAP FORM

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map)

Nebraska

Dawes
FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUKflpEJJ,.

COMMON: Bordeaux (James) Trading Post
AND/OR HISTORIC:

STREET AND NUM BER:

Three miles east of Chadron on U. S. 20
CITY OR TOWN:

Chadron vicinity

Nebraska 31 Dawes

SOURCE:

U.S.G.S. 7V, Chadron vicinity (Preliminary
UJ :24 S 000
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TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS

1. Property broundaries where required.

2. North arrow.

3. Latitude and longitude reference.



EXECUTIVE BOARD 
ELECTED MEMBERS

A. R. OWENS, PRESIDENT .............. LOUP CITY
JAMES A. RAWLEY. 1ST V.P. ............. LINCOLN
NELLIE SNYDER YOST. 2ND V.P. ... .NORTH PLATTE
ARTHUR CARMODY, TREASURER .......TRENTON
MARVIN F. KIVETT, SECRETARY ........ LINCOLN
CHARLES W. MARTIN ....................OMAHA
THOMAS C. WOODS, JR. ................. LINCOLN
MAURICE S. HEVELONE ............... BEATRICE
J. J. ISAACSON ..........................OMAHA
FRANK LATENSER .......................OMAHA
CHARLES C. OSBORNE ................ HASTINGS
JOSEPH T. VOSOBA ......................WILBER
WARREN C. WOOD ...................... GERING

MARVIN F. KIVETT 
DIRECTOR

June 1, 1971

EXECUTIVE BOARD 
EX-OFFICIO

J. JAMES EXON. GOVERNOR
STATE OF NEBRASKA

DURWARD B. VARNER, CHANCELLOR 
UNIVERSITY OF NEBRASKA

PAUL W. WHITE, CHIEF JUSTICE
OF THE SUPREME COURT OF NEBRASKA

ALTON W. WILHELMS. PRESIDENT OF 
THE NEBRASKA PRESS ASSOCIATION

1500 R STREET 
LINCOLN, NEBRASKA 68508

Dr. William J. Murtagh
Keeper, National Register of Historic Places
National Park Service
801 19th Street, N.W.
Washington, D. C. 20006

Dear Dr. Murtagh:

On behalf of the Nebraska State Historic Preservation 
Board we are enclosing the following nominations for 
your consideration to the National Register of Historic 
Places:

1. U. S. Post Office

2. Bordeaux (James) Trading Post

Sincerely,

"Vv^v/ /
Mar v in F. Kivett 
Director
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