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SIGNIFICANCE 

The Hastings-Morse House r e t a i n s i n t e g r i t y of l o c a t i o n , design, 
m a t e r i a l s , and workmanship i n i t s F i r s t Period frame which embodies 
d i s t i n t i v e c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s of form and c o n s t r u c t i o n e l i g i b l e under 
C r i t e r i o n C. I n i t s s i n g l e c e l l plan and decorated frame, i t i s 
representative of a l a r g e r number of F i r s t Period houses, and adds to 
our knowledge of F i r s t Period fram.ing p r a c t i c e s i n the H a v e r h i l l 
area. 

EXTERIOR DESCRIPTION 

The Hastings-.Morse House i s a 2 1/2 s t o r y , 5 bay wide s t r u c t u r e w i t h 
p a r t i a l rear lean-to and a 2Cth century enclosed sun porch on the 
l e f t (west) end. The b u i l d i n g probably began as a s i n g l e c e l l 
s t r u c t u r e composed of the right-hand room.s and cliimney bay to which 
the l e f t - h a n d rooms were added i n the 18th c. The house was res t o r e d 
i n 1957, at which time the rear w a l l of the lean-to was e::tended out 
four feet and the lean-to roof r a i s e d . The e x t e r i o r i s characterized 
by a one s t o r y entrance porch (c. 1960), sash windows w i t h simple 
enframements and a c e n t r a l chimney. The b u i l d i n g s secluded l o c a t i o n 
amdd open f i e l d s overlooking the Merrimack River adds to i t s 
character as a h i s t o r i c house. 

MAJOR FIRST PERIOD FEATURES 

F i r s t Period features are v i s i b l e only i n the right-hand room, where 
WI t h 

21 
there i s a 14 inch v;ide by 10 inch deep l o n g i t u d i n a l summer beam 
f l a t chamfers. The beam has b u t t cogs f c r j o i s t s spaced 20 1/2 to 
1/2 inches on center. Most of the cogs are f i l l e d w i t h j o i s t s , but 
at the f i r e p l a c e end of the summer beam, the l a s t tv;o j o i s t s are 
spaced f u r t h e r apart, and framed i n t o t h e i r own cogs, while the empty 
cogs which continue the 20 to 21 inch spacing on e i t h e r side of the 
summer beam are f i l l e d i n w i t h b r i c k s to conceal t h e i r presence. 
This evidence suggests t h a t e i t h e r the summer beam was reused from an 
e a r l i e r b u i l d i n g , or that j o i s t spacing tov/ard the f i r e p l a c e end was 
a l t e r e d f o r some reason durir^g c o n s t r u c t i o n . About h a l f of the 
j o i s t s are s l i g h t l y chamfered and hence probably reused. When 
r e s t o r i n g the house, the rear h a l f of the f i r e p l a c e i n the right-hand 
room was r e b u i l t , but most of the r e s t of the chim.ney stack i s 
o r i g i n a l . The f i r e p l a c e opening i s 4 f e e t , 10 inches high by 8 f e e t , 
1 1/2 inches long. The opening of the o r i g i n a l oven i s on an angle 
at the l e f t r e a r, (south) corner. 

In the lobby, the small three-run s t a i r c a s e i s enclosed w i t h v e r t i c a l 
feather-edged sheathing, some of which was replaced during the 
r e s t o r a t i o n . 
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