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The Hastings-Morse House retains integrity of location, design,
materials, and workmanship i nitsFirst Period frame which embodies
distintive characteristicsof form and construction eligible under
Criterion C I nitssingle cell plan and decorated frame, it is
representative of a larger nunmber of First Period houses, and adds t o
our know edge of First Period framing practices i ntheHaverhill
area.

EXTER CR DESCRI PTI ON

The Hastings-.Mrse House i sa 2 1/2 story, 5 bay wide structure with
partial rear lean-to and a 2Cth century enclosed sun porch ont he
left (west) end. The building probably began as a single cell
structure conposed of theright-hand rooms and cliimey bay t o which
the left-hand rooms were added i nthe 18t hc. The house was restored
in 1957, at which time therear wall of thelean-to was e::tended out
four feet and thelean-to roof raised. The exterior i s characterized
by a one story entrance porch (c. 1960), sash wi ndows with simple
enframements and a central chimey. The buildings secluded |ocation
anmdd open fields overlooking theMerrimack River adds to its
character as a historic house.

MAJCR FI RST PER (D FEATURES

First Period features arevisible only i ntheright-hand room where
there i sa 14 inch v;ide by 10 inch deep longitudinal summer beam w th
flat chanmfers. The beam has butt cogs fcr joists spaced 20 1/2to 21
1/2 inches on center. Mst of thecogs arefilled with joists, but

at thefireplace end of t he sumrer beam thelast tvio joists are
spaced further apart, and framed into their own cogs, while theenpty
cogs which continue the 20 to 21 inch spacing on either side of the
sumer beam arefilled i nwith bricks toconceal their presence.

This evidence suggests that either thesumrer beam was reused from an
earlier building, or that joist spacing tov/iard thefireplace end was
altered for some reason durir*g construction. About half of the
joists areslightly chanfered and hence probably reused. Wen
restoring thehouse, therear half of thefireplace i ntheright-hand
room was rebuilt, but nost of therest of thechimney stack i s
original. The fireplace opening i s4 feet, 10 inches high by 8 feet,
1 2/2 inches long. The opening of theoriginal oven i son an angle
at theleft rear, (south) corner.

In thelobby, thesmall three-run staircase i senclosed with vertical

feather-edged sheathing, sone of which was replaced duringthe
restoration,.
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