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A/\ AREA RV WQ

Town Worcester
Address 159 Providence Street
Historic Hane David Dworman

Three-Decker

Use: Present residential
OriginalreS|dent|aI
DESCRIPTION

Date ca. 1926
Source Worcester House Directory

Style Craftsman

Architect Dworman Building Company

Exterior Hall Fabric Wood clapboard and

Outbuildings garage shingle
Major Alterations (with dates) none

Condition Excellent

Mo Date
Acege less than 1/4 acre

Setting Early 20th centurv. urban.
multi-family, residential

neighborhood, facing a playground

Recorded by Michael Steinitz

Organization for MHC
Date December 1988



NATI ONAL REQ STER CRHERI A STATEMENT (i f applicable)

The David Dworman Three-Decker possesses integrity of location, design,
setting, materials, workmanship, feeling and association. |t i ssignificant
for itsassociation with thelJewish, middle-class, multi-family residential
district that devel oped along Providence Street i ntheVernon Hill highlands
in thel920s, and particularly for itsassociation with theDnorman family,
whi ch appears t o have devel oped nmuch of t hearea. 't i salso a well-preserved
exanple of a particularly fine execution of a Craftsman style three-decker.
The Dworman Three-Decker thus meets criteria A and C of t heNational Register
of Historic Places on thelocal level.

AHTEIU. SGNHCGANE Describe inportant archltectural features and evaluate interras of
other buildingswthin the connunity.

Architecturally, 159 Providence Street i sa remarkably well-detailed and

wel | -detailed exanple of theuse Craftsman style elements i nthelast era

of local three-decker design. The house has t hecharacteristic side-hall clan.
The hip roof has a central projecting front dormer with a triple w ndow.

The asymmetrical facade has a recessed oorch supported by squat square posts,
and has abbreviated central balustrade rails. The porch i sflanked on
each story by a four wi ndow ribbon. O theside wall, a shallow, three-story,
projecting square bay has triple windows on each story, and i scapped by a
pedi mented gable with a diamond stained-glass light. Wndows have”6/| sash
with simple surrounds. The house i sclad i nwide wood clapboard on the
first story and wood shingle on t hesecond and third stories.

HSITGRCL SAGNHCINE Explain the role owners played in [ocal or state history ad howthe
building relates to the devel opnent of the conaunity.

By thethird decade of t he20th century, three-decker suburb devel opment
was extending further south along Providence Street tothelots that

faced theVernon Hill Playground, as Jewish middle-class famlies relocated
from t helower Providence Street neighborhood on t henorthern slope of
Grafton Hill. The house at 159 Providence Street was built ca. 1926 by

the Dworman family, carpenters, contractors andrealtors. The Daorman's
had their business location at 27A Providence Street; they appear t ohave
been responsible for nmuch of thethree-decker development i nthe1920si n
the Wbodford Street area east of Vernon Hill Playground;, 159 Providence
Street was bhuilt as a Dworman family residence. | t was owned by David
Daworman.  Other residents 1 n192 6 included Nathaniel Dworman, of the
Daorman Bui |l di ng Conpany; Harry Dworman, a carpenter; and Francis Dworman,
an insurance agent. Ot her tenancs i n 1926 included Wl f Beskin, a woolens
merchant; and Harry Schwartz, a salesman. Residents i n1930, besides the
Dwor mans, included Sidney Haitt, a salesman; Morris Dolcourt, a pedlar;
Anne Dol court, a secretary; and Benjamn Dol court, a fruit merchant.

Bl BLI G3*APHY and/ or REFERENCES

Worcester Directory, Worcester House Directory, 1926, 1930
J. Callahan et al ., Worcester Three-Decker Survey, 1981.
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Please refer to the map In the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 640Q0Q030Q5



