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UTM REFERENCE 19, 314590, *689950

USGS QUADRANGLE  Natick, Mass.
SCALE

1:25,000

AREA FORM NO.
63 L3394

Newton, Mass, M,R.A,
Town Newton/ Auburndale

Address 161-163 Grove St

Historic Name Harding House

(4alker Missionary Home)

Use: Present Institutional

0r191 nal prlva‘te dWElling

DESCRIPTION

Date c.1850

SourceJackson Homestead Public.

Style 1+z1ianate

Architect unknown

Exterior Wall Fabric clapboard

Outbuildings none

Major Alterations (with dates)

addition 20th century

Condition Good

Moved no ‘Date

Acreage less than one acre
Setting syphurban residential along
nrimary thoroughfare

Recorded by Byyce Fernald
Organization Nevwton Hist,

Date 7/27/80
rev, by H. White 3/86

omm,




ATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (if applicable)

The Harding House meets OJriteria B because of its ties to Rev. Sewell
Harding, a prominent local resident active in real estate speculation,

The Harding House meets Criterion C as an ornate, well-preserved example
of a mid-19th century, L=-plan Italianate dwelling,

RCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of
ither buildings within the community.

The Harding House is one of Auburndales best-preserved examples
of an ornate, L-plan Italianate residence., Typical of the style are
the deep, bracketed eaves, porches with quadrant struts and 6/6
windows with bracketed lintels and sills. The entrance with its transom
and sidelights, is located at the intersection of the wings.

{ISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the
wilding relates to the development of the community.

The Harding House was constructed c¢.1850 for Reverend Sewell Harding,
one of the many ministers active in real estate speculation during the
early suburbanization of Auburndale., Harding sold the house in the mid-
1860s to Thos. Williams, a Boston merchant. Harding retained ownership
of the western portion of the property, and built a lMansard style
mansion (facing the intersection of Grove and Hancock Streets) which
was destroyed by fire in 1911, ;

Harding's daughter, Zliza Walker, founded the Home for ilissionaries'
Jhildren, located on nearby Hancock 3t. In 1925 the organization (now
known as the Jalker lMissionary Home) purchased the Harding House for use
as a grouv residence,.

Prior to its purchase by the Jalker IMissionary Home, the Harding
House was a dormitory of the Lasell Female Seminary for several decades
during the early 20th century.

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES

Atlases: 1874, 1886, 1895, 1907.
Directories: 1868 _
=dith G. Field, A History of the galker ilissionary Home, 196k,

8/85
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WASO Form - 177 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
(“R" June 1984) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

Harding House--Walker Missionary Home
(Newton MRA)

Middlesex County Working No. LA
MASSACHUSETTS Fed. Reg. Date: | . w]
Date Due: RYEE —~ G/ it
‘ Action: __"g;CCEPT __F~4—4%6
[ resubmission Intered 1n the ____RETURN
[C] nomination by person or local government Natlonal Regiatan REJECT
] owner objection Federal Agency:
(] appeal
Substantive Review: [ sample [J request [ appeal ] NR decision

Reviewer’s comments:

Recom./Criteria
Reviewer
Discipline
Date

see continuation sheet

technical corrections cited below
substantive reasons discussed below

Nomination returned for:

1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Category Ownership Status Present Use
Public Acquisition Accessible

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? [ ves O no

7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

O excellent (] deteriorated D unaltered E] original site

E] good [ ruins [ atered ] moved date
[ fair [ unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

[CJ summary paragraph
] completeness

(] clarity

[] alterations/integrity
[] dates

[C] boundary selection



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

[J summary paragraph

[J completeness

O clarity

[ applicable criteria

[ justification of areas checked

[ relating significance to the resource
[ context

[ relationship of integrity to significance
[ justification of exception

[ other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle name
UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

13. Other
[ Maps

(] Photographs
[J other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to

Signed Date Phone:

GPO 918-450

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet



Missing Core Documentation

Property Name Multiple Property Reference Number
County, State Name

Harding House—Walker Missionary  Newton MRA 86001810
Home

Middlesex County, Massachusetts

The following Core Documentation is missing from this entry:

_____Nomination Form
X __ Photographs
____USGS Map
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