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CONDITION

(Check One)
(] Excellent K] Good {1 Fair [} Deteriorated ] Ruins [] Unexposed

(Check One) (Check One)
[ Altered K] Unaltered ] Moved K1 Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

B)

PRESENT CONDITION: TEMPLEMa?SIO?S A SPANISH REVIVAL MANSION BUILT IN
1923 WITH EXCEPTIONAL FEATURES AND CONSTRUCTED GENERALLY ALONG THE
TRADITIONS OF MEXICAN AND SPANISH COLONIAL CRAFTSMANSHIP, USING MANY
METHODS SIMILAR TO THOSE OF EARLY CAL IFORNIA,

PLAN: 2 STORY "U" SHAPED STRUCTURE APPROXIMATELY 81'=6" x 95'=0", witH
A FULL BASEMENT. |IN THE CENTER OF THE PATIO IS A FOUNTAIN IN THE SPANISH
COLONIAL STYLE, USING IN THE DESIGN TWO ORIGINAL MILLSTONES FROM THE
NEARBY 19TH CENTURY WORKMAN MiLL THAT WAS LOCATED ON THE 0oLD LA PUENTE
RANCHO.

THE FIRST FLOOR: 1S COMPRISED OF A MAIN HALL WITH ENTRY FROM THE NORTH
AND AN ENTRY TO THE SOUTH PATIO., ON THE EAST 1S A LIVING ROOM WiTH
CUSTOM TILE FINISHED FIREPLACE, A DiINiNG RooM, BREAKFAST ROOM AND TO THE
SOUTH A KITCHEN AND COOK'S QUARTERS. ON THE WEST 1S A Music Room,
LIBRARY, A FORMER BARBER SHOP AND SERVANTS' QUARTERS. MINOR CHANGES
MADE DURING THE 1930s anD 4Os INCLUDE THE ADDITION OF A BATH IN PLACE OF
THE BUTLER'S PANTRY AND A STORAGE FACILITY WHERE THE BARBER SHOP WAS
LOCATED.

THE SECOND FLOOR: IS COMPRISED OF BEDROOMS INCLUDING THAT OF THE

ORIGINAL OWNER, WALTER P. TEMPLE, BEDROOMS FOR THE THREE CHILDREN AND
THE DAUGHTER'S Music Stupby. THERE 1S NO BASIC CHANGE IN THESE ROOMS
EXCEPTING THE REPLACEMENT OF A FEW PLUMBING FIXTURES IN THE TWO UPSTAIRS
BATHS. THE ONE NOTABLE CHANGE CONSISTS OF ROOFING OVER THE FORMER OPEN
SUNDECKS TO CREATE A DORMITORY, ONE OVER EACH WING, DURING THE LATE 1930s
WHEN THE HOUSE WAS USED AS A BOYS MILITARY SCHOOL. THE CITY OF INDUSTRY
INTENDS TO RESTORE THE ORIGINAL SUNDECK PERGOLA,

FOUNDAT ION (BASEMENT WALLS): APPROXIMATELY 3' THICK, CONCRETE.

WALLS: APPROXIMATELY 2' THICK SUN DRIED ADOBE BLOCKS, MADE ON THE SITE
"N THE EARLY CAL IFORNIA METHOD WITH KILN FIRED ADOBE BRICKS (ALSO MADE
ON THE SITE) AROUND WIDOW OPENINGS AND WITH STUCCO PLASTER FINISH INSIDE
AND OUT. 2 X 4 woOD STUDS AND PLASTER ARE USED FOR TYPICAL INTERIOR
PARTITIONS.,

CEILINGS: STUCCO PLASTER FINISH ON WOOD LATH, WITH COVED CORNICES ARE
TYPICAL.

FLOORS: 2 x 12 WOOD JOISTS WITH DIAGONALLY LAID SUBFLOOR AND HARDWOOD
RANDOM PLANK, PEGGED FLOORS, STAINED AND VARNISHED.

ROOF: WOOD RAFTERS WITH MISSION TILE OVER, INCLUDING SHED ROOFED PORCHES

DOORS: 1) MAIN ENTRANCE 1S ARCHED, WITH HEAVILY ORNAMENTED, BAROQUE
FLORAL FORMS AROUND THE ARCH, SUPPORTED BY TWISTED COLUMNS IN TINTED
PLASTER. THE MAIN ENTRANCE IS A THICK, DARK STAINED PAIR OF DOORS WITH
AN OUTER DOOR HAVING HEXAGONAL, GEOMETRIC WOOD DIVISIONS AND GLAZED
PANELS. THE INTERIOR SIDE OF THESE DOORS 1S EXCEPTIONAL WITH BEAUTIFUL

WOOD CARVING, MASSIVE WROUGHT {RON HINGES AND A HUGE SURFACE RIM LOCK
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AND KEY, 2)

RooM, DiINING RooM, Music RooM AND LIBRARY).
CREST AND WORKMAN BRAND.
MOVED.

H) WINDOWS
STA! NED AND LEADED ART GLASS WINDOWS,

GORICAL SCENE OF THE HISTORY OF CALIFORNIA,

EXCEPT FOR ONE OTHER ARCHED DOOR TO THE LiVING ROOM FROM THE
EAST GARDEN, ALL OTHER EXTERIOR DOORS HAVE SQUARED HEADS, TYPICALLY ARE

FRENCH DOORS IN PAIRS WITH 4 GLAZED DIVISIONS IN EACH LEAF,
INTERIOR HALL DOORS ARE ALSO EXCEPTIONAL WITH WOOD CARVING, DARK STAINED
AND ARCHED, W!TH WROUGHT 1RON CRAFTED HARDWARE (THESE LEAD TO THE LIVING

4) MoOST DOORS ARE STAINED AND PANELED.
MAIN HALL, 2ND FLOOR DOORS TO THE BEDROOMS WERE INSTALLED IN THE 19405
(WHEN THE HOUSE WAS A SANITARIUM); THESE HAVE FLUSH PANELING AND TO BE RE=

AMONG THE MOST NOTABLE FEATURES OF THE ARCHITECTURE ARE THE MANY
1) THE MOST IMPRESSIVE OF THESE IS
AT THE 2ND FLOOR, SOUTH ELEVATION OF THE MAIN HALL, JLLUSTRATING AN ALLE=

i} 9 ’\q.IA

v
3) THE Main

CARVING DEPICTS THE TEMPLE
THE

2) ALSO NOTEWORTHY 1S THE

MASTER BEDROOM STAINED GLASS DEPICTING THE HISTORICAL JOURNEY OF THE

WORKMAN=ROWLAND WAGON TRAIN TREK TO CALIFORNIA,

CASEMENT TYPE,
AND TILE FRAMES AND SILLS.,

I') SPECIAL FEATURES:

STILL EXISTS) FOR THE BUILT=IN KITCHEN COOLER,

ARBOR AND MATURE LANDSCAPING, 6)
SITE = AND DECORATIVE TILE PAVING
CAL I FORNIA MISSIONS,

WITH STUCCO WITH WOOD FRAMED DOORS AND WINDOWS,
TO BE RESTORED.

ORIGINAL :

HAS BEEN ALTERED. THE CITY OF [NDUSTRY

SCENES OF THE MONTEBELLO oIL FIELDS (WALTER TEMPLE DISCOVERED OIL IN THESE
HILLS IN 1917) AS WELL AS THE FAMILY CREST. 3)
WITH DECORATIVE STAINED GLASS ACCENTS AND DECORAT!VE PLASTER
ALL WINDOWS ARE GENERALLY DIVIDED, U4)
LIBRARY W!NDOWS HAVE STAINED GLASS FEATURE PANELS OF WORLD FAMOUS AUTHORS
AND THE Music ROOM SIMILARLY OF FAMOUS MUSICIANS,

INCLUDE 1) DECORATIVE CARVED WOOD BEAMS, 2) ORNAMENTAL )
METAL LIGHT FIXTURES AND WALL BRACKETS AND PLATES, 3)
SELF=CONTAINED REFRIGERATION SYSTEMS IN THE AREA (THE ORIGINAL COMPRESSOR
4)  MucH cusToM CRAFTED
DECORATIVE TILE BY LOCAL AND MEXICAN ARTISANS, 5)
ADOBE BRICK, PLASTERED OVER) WITH DECORATIVE WOOD GATES AND SIMULATING
THAT IN THE ADJACENT, MiD 19TH CENTURY CEMETERY) AND A SURROUND!ING GRAPE
KILN FIRED BRICK PAVERS = MADE ON THE
INSERTS DEPICTING THE CHAIN OF THE 21

J) SMOKEHOUSE (TEEPEE): AT THE SOUTHWEST CORNER OF THE HOUSE 1S A BEEHIVE
SHAPED STRUCTURE, 25' DIAMETER X 22' HIGH OF BRICK, RECLAIMED FROM THE OLD
TEMPLE BLOCK IN LoS ANGELES, BuiLT InN 1871 By TEMPLE'S FATHER, AND COVERED

EXCEPT FOR U WOODEN STAIRS ON THE EXTERIOR, CONSTRUCTED IN THE
LATE 1930s T0 Y0s, (7o BE REMOVED ), AND THE ROOFS OVER THE SUNDECKS, LITTLE
INTENDS TO PURCHASE AND RESTORE
THE PROPERTY AND REFURNISH THE HOUSE AS A MUSEUM AND CULTURAL FACIL!TY,

IN ADDITION, THERE ARE
OTHER BEDROOM Wi NDOWS ARE

THE

ONE OF THE EARLIEST,

A WALLED ENCLOSURE (OF

I NTENDED AS A SMOKEHOUSE,
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[0 Conservation [0 Music {J Transportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE THE PRINCIPAL AREAS OF IMPORTANCE ARE: 1) ARCHITECTURE
AND LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE, 2) BUILT BY THE GRANDSON OF WiLL 1AM WoRKMAN,
ONE OF THE FIRST ANGLO-AMERICAN PIONEERS TO COME TO SOUTHERN CAL IFORNIA AND
3) SOME CONSULTING DESIGN WORK BY PIONEER LOS ANGELES ARCHITECTS, WALKER &
Eisen.

1) THE MAIN SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS OUTSTANDING CAL IFORNIA SPANISH REVIVAL
HOME, BEGUN IN 19190 AND COMPLETED IN 1923, IS ITS UNIQUE AND ABUNDANT
USE OF CUSTOM CRAFTSMANSHIP AND DECORATIVE ARTS, EXECUTED LARGELY BY
LOCAL ARTISANS, GENERALLY IN THE EARLY CALIFORNIA TRADITION. THE BASIC
PLAN TRACES ITS FORM TO THE ADJACENT WorkmaN Apost (ca. 1842-1872) tue
ORIGINAL FAMILY HOMESTEAD, ON THE LA PUENTE RANCHO OF SOME h8,790 ACRES.
BUILT IN THE FORM OF A TYPICAL "U" SHAPED CAL IFORNIA ADOBE, WITH PATIO,
THE BUILDING APPROXIMATES THE SI12ZE AND SHAPE OF ITS ANTECENDENT ADOBE
WITH AN OVERLAY OF CALIFORNIA SPANISH REVIVAL DETAILS OF THE 1920s,
DESCRIBED UNDER "PRESENT CONDITIONS" OF SECTION 7. ALSO NOTABLE IS THE
LANDSCAPED ENCLOSING ARBOR AND GROUNDS WITH SURROUNDING ADOBE BLOCK
WALL, ALL TO BE RESTORED FOR PUBLIC USE BY THE CITY OF INDUSTRY.

2) BuILT BY WALTER P. TEMPLE (SON oF 19TH CENTURY PIONEER, F.P.F. TEMPLE
AND GRANDSON OF WiILL 1AM WORKMAN, ONE OF THE FIRST WAGON TRAIN SETTLERS
IN SOUTHERN CAL1FORNIA (1841), THIS HOUSE SyMBOL I ZES THE SPANISH, EARLY
CALIFORNIA AND ANGLO~AMERICAN CULTURES AND HISTORY OF THE LA PUENTE
VALLEY, SPANNING THE 19TH AND 20TH CENTURIES IN SOUTHERN CAL IFORNIA,

3) TempLe HaLL (OR CASA NUEVA AS CALLED BY ITS ORIGINAL OWNERS ) REPRESENTS
AN OUTSTANDING EXAMPLE OF 1920S SPANISH REVIVAL 1N SOUTHERN CAL IFORNIA
AND REPRESENTS SOME OF THE IDEAS AND INFLUENCES OF PIONEER LOS ANGELES
ARCHITECTS (LATE 19TH TO EARLY 20TH CENTURY) WALKER AND EISEN WITH A
FEW LATER MODIFICATIONS BY BEVERLY HILLS ARCHITECT, Roy SELDON PRICE,
AlA 1N 1925, :

A,

o

o o 1974




GRAPHICAL REFERENCES

A BOOKLET OF REPRINTS FROM THE

PowetL, JANET AND DAN. La PUENTE_

0, 1960 50TH ANNIVERSARY EDITION OF THE LA PUENTE VALLEY JOURNAL

1. HisTORY OF LA PUENTE VALLEY, CALIFORNIA,
Ocr.
AND SUPPLEMENTARY ARTICLES 1910-1960.

2,

INTERVIEWS WITH WALTER P. TempLE, JR., 8/26/73 AnD Mrs. CLAIRE G. RADFORD
La PUENTE VALLEY HisTorIcAL SocieTy, 1974,

VALLEY PAST AND PRESENT. UNPUBL ISHED

MANUSCRIPT, W.P.A, ProJecrt, 1937
RaprForp, CLAIR G.

LA PUENTE KALEIDOSCOPE, PART |, LA PUENTE VALLEY
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o
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify thét it has been

evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service.
level of significance of this nomination is:

The recommended
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SEP 30 1974
Date

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

Director, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation
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eeper of The National Regist
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