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1. Name of Property 
Minot 's Ledger Lighthouse Shore Sta t ion, Gulf Is land; U.S. Lighthouse 

historic name Service Shore Station Reservation. Gulf Island 

other names/site number Government Island His to r i c Distji;rct (preferred) 

2. Location 

street & number 

city or town 

Border Street 

Cohasset 

_N/IA] not for publication 

vicinity 

state Massachusetts COCie_MA_ f̂ nunty Norfolk code n?i zip code 02025 

3. State/Federal Agency Certification 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, I hereby certify that this 0 nomination 
• request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of 
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property 
13 meets • does not meet the National Register criteria. I recommend that this property be considered significant 
• nationally S statewide 1x1 locally. ( • See continuation sheet for additional comments.) 

of certifying officiaimtle Judi6h B. McDonoiighDaVe Ex ure 
achusetts 

McDonoughDate Executive Director  
H i s t o r i c a l Commission, State Historic Preservation Officer 

State of Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion, the property • meets D does not meet the National Register criteria. ( D See continuation sheet for additional 
comments.) 

Signature of certifying official/Title Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

4. National Parl< Service Certification 
hereby certify that the property is: 

[ M entered in the National Register. 
• See continuation sheet. 

n determined eligible for the 
National Register 

n See continuation sheet. 

n determined not eligible for the 
National Register. 

n removed from the National 
Register. 

n other, (explain:) 

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action 



Government Island H i s t o r i c B i s t r i c t - , t-. j 
Name of Property 

o r f o l k C o u n t y , MA 
lunty and State 

5. Classification 
ifTlo Ownership of Property ; 

(Check as many boxes as appjy) 
Category of Ptoperty 

-'•^Ch^k onfy-cWe bfx) 

I. JQjbuMcats) 
bj>x: 

is 

Number of Resources within Property 
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.) 

• private 

• public-Federal • >^ ^'^'^ M^re' 
• object 

Contributing Noncontributing 

3 3 

1 

3 

6 6 

13 9 

buildings 

sites 

structures 

objects 

Total 

Name of related multiple property listing 

(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.) 

N / A 

Number of contributing resources previously listed 
in the National Register 

0 

6. Function or Use 
Historic Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

TRANSPORTATION: water related 

DOMESTIC: multiple dwelling 

GOVERNMENT: public works 

Current Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

TRANSPORATION: water related 

DOMESTIC: multiple dwelling 

LANDSCAPE: park 

RECREATION AND CULTURE: museum, 

outdoor recreation 

7. Description 
Architectural Classification 

(Enter categories from instructions) 

NO STYLE 

IMaterials 

(Enter categories from instructions)  

foundation STONE: g r a n i t e  

walls WOOD; w e a t h e r b o a r d 

BRICK 

roof. ASPHALT 

other METAL: bronze, copper, s t e e l 

CONCRETE 

Narrative Description 
(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 



Government Island Historic D i s t r i c t 
Name of Property 

Norfolk County, MA 
County and State 

8. Statement of Significance 
Applicable National Register Criteria 
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property 
for National Register listing.) 

13 A Property is associated with events that have made 
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of 
our history. 

• B Property is associated with the lives of persons 
significant in our past. 

S C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics 
of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses 
high artistic values, or represents a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction. 

• D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, 
information important in prehistory or history. 

Criteria Considerations 

(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.) 

Property is: 

• A owned by a religious institution or used for 

religious purposes. 

® B removed from its original location. 

• C a birthplace or grave. 

• D a cemetery. 

g E a reconstructed building, object, or structure. 

• F a commemorative property. 

• G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance 
within the past 50 years. 

Narrative Statement of Significance 
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 

Areas of Significance 

(Enter categories from instructions) 

ENGINEERING 
MARITIME HISTORY 

ARCHITECTURE 

Period of Significance 

1825 -1947 

Significant Dates 

1855 

1860 

Significant Person 
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above) 

N/A 

Cultural Affiliation 
N/A 

Architect/Builder 

Totten, Joseph G. 

Alexander, Barton S. 

9. Major Bibliographical References 
Bibliography 
(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.) 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): 

• preliminary determination of individual listing (36 
CFR 67) has been requested 

• previously listed in the National Register 
• previously determined eligible by the National 

Register 
• designated a National Historic Landmark 
• recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey 

# 
• recorded by Historic American Engineering 

Record # 

Primary location of additional data: 

@ State Historic Preservation Office 
• Other State agency 
• Federal agency 
• Local government 
• University 
• Other 

Name of repository: 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 



Government Island Historic D i s t r i c t 

Name of Property 
N o r f o l k C o u n t y , MA 
County and State 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of Property 7.35 acres 

UTM References 
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.) 

1 [ l A l j I3I512I2181OI I 4 i 6 l 7 i 7 l 6 i 61 Ol 
Zone Easting Northing 

2 L119J I3 l5 i2 l4 i2 i0 l l4i sl 7i ?! 6i 4i ol 

Verbal Boundary Description 
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.) 
Boundary Justification 
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.) 

3 l l i9 I |3 15 i2 |4 |4 |0 | |4 ,6 I 7 , 7 | 3 , 8, 0| 
Zone Easting Northing 

4 l i j 9 j I3I512I2181OI I 4 i 6 l 7 i 7 l 5 i 2 i 0 | 
• See continuation sheet 

11. Form Prepared By 
Judith FitzSimmons/David Wadsworth, Cohasset H i s t o r i c a l Commission, and Anne McCarthy 

name/title Forbes. NR Edi t . Consultant, w i th Betsy Friedberg, NR Director , MHC 

organization 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

date March 1994 

street & number. 
80 Boylston Street 

city or town Boston 

telephone (617) 727-8470 

state MA zip code 02116 

Additional Documentation 
Submit the following items with the completed form: 

Continuation Sheets 

Maps 

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location. 

A SIcetch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. 

Photographs 

Representative black and white photographs of the property. 

Additional items 
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items) 

Property Owner 
(Complete this item at the request of SHPO or FPO.) 

T o w n o f C o h a s s e t name. 

street & numt>er 

city or town 

Cohasset Town H a l l , 41 Highland Ave. 

C o h a s s e t 

telephone (617) 383-9900 

MA 02025 
state zip code 

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This Information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate 
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain 
a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 ef seq.). 

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including time for reviewing 
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect 
of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of 
Management and Budget, Papenwork Reductions Projects (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503. 
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7. DESCRIPTION 

The Government I s l a n d H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t , Cohasset, i s comprised 
of the remains of the shore s t a t i o n f o r the o l d e s t s u r v i v i n g 
l i g h t h o u s e i n t h i s country constructed d i r e c t l y i n the sea, the 
second l i g h t h o u s e on Minot's Ledge (NR TRA 1987). The lighthouse 
i s l o c a t e d 2.65 miles t o the n o r t h o f f the entrance t o Cohasset 
Harbor. The b u i l d i n g s , o b j e c t s , s i t e s , and s t r u c t u r e s here 
represent a r a r e s u r v i v a l of an extremely r a r e type of 
f a c i l i t y - - t h e mainland base f o r both the c o n s t r u c t i o n and 
o p e r a t i o n of an o f f - s h o r e "wave-swept" ligh t h o u s e . The shore 
s t a t i o n was developed over a f i v e - y e a r p e r i o d from 1855 t o 1860 
on the n o r t h e r n h a l f of t h i s rocky i s l a n d , then c a l l e d Gulf 
I s l a n d , i n the southern p a r t of Cohasset Harbor between the mouth 
of the s w i f t l y f l o w i n g Gulf River t o the west and the more 
sl u g g i s h Bailey's Creek t o the east. A l a r g e rock ledge f i l l s 
much of the southern s e c t i o n of the property. The west side of 
i t s h ighest p o r t i o n , a pinnacle c a l l e d Beacon Rock (f o r m e r l y 
Castle Rock), descends p r e c i p i t o u s l y t o Border S t r e e t , which 
defines the c u r v i n g southwest and southern edge of the d i s t r i c t . 
Six b u i l d i n g s (three c o n t r i b u t i n g and three n o n c o n t r i b u t i n g ) are 
l o c a t e d between Beacon Rock and the harbor, as are several 
objects and s t r u c t u r e s . The two main s u r v i v i n g b u i l d i n g s of the 
shore s t a t i o n stand a t the n o r t h f o o t of Beacon Rock f a c i n g out 
over the harbor; the t h i r d , a small b r i c k f u e l - s t o r a g e b u i l d i n g , 
i s l o c a t e d a t the northeast corner of the p r o p e r t y near the 
shore. A long stone wharf j u t s i n t o the harbor a t the northwest 
corner of the i s l a n d ; a small sand beach i s l o c a t e d j u s t t o i t s 
east. Among the c o n t r i b u t i n g engineering s t r u c t u r e s and objects 
here are the two c i r c u l a r p l a t f o r m s used as temporary foundations 
f o r the c u t t i n g and f i t t i n g of the stone blocks f o r the 
l i g h t h o u s e , and two items moved here from the l i g h t h o u s e 
i t s e l f - - i t s fog b e l l , and i t s e n t i r e top s t o r y housing the 
o r i g i n a l l i g h t h o u s e "watchroom." The watchroom s t i l l contains 
the r o t a t i n g mechanism f o r the f l a s h i n g second-order l i g h t t h a t 
was i n s t a l l e d i n the tower i n 1894. The stones of the watchroom 
were reassembled here and surmounted by a r e p l i c a of the 
l i g h t h o u s e l a n t e r n house and copper-domed r o o f . A small grassed 
park area now surrounds the foundations, b e l l , and 
watchroom/lantern house. 

The few modern b u i l d i n g s , s t r u c t u r e s , and objects associated w i t h 
the present-day p u b l i c use of the i s l a n d i n t r u d e only m i n i m a l l y 
on the character of the i s l a n d . Most, such as f l a g p o l e s , fences, 
and park f u r n i t u r e , are small. Of the three n o n c o n t r i b u t i n g 

'4 
(continued) 
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b u i l d i n g s , the two f o r the Cohasset S a i l i n g Club, l o c a t e d near 
the eastern edge of the property, are designated by law as 
temporary, and are b u i l t w i t h o u t foundations. A small d i r t 
p a r king l o t (screened by trees from the c o n t r i b u t i n g resources) 
i s also l o c a t e d on the eastern p o r t i o n of the i s l a n d . Short 
asphalt roads t h a t branch from the p r o p e r t y entrance t o the 
wharf, p a r k i n g l o t , and s a i l i n g c lub l a r g e l y f o l l o w the former 

,A,. c i r c u l a t i o n network of paths around the shore s t a t i o n . I n s p i t e 
\ *^ of the r e l a t i v e l y heavy p u b l i c use of the p r o p e r t y a t the present 
i t ' ^ ^ t i m e - - f o r the s a i l i n g club, passive r e c r e a t i o n area, and the 

p u b l i c f i s h i n g landing--because of the prominence of i t s . 
' x s u r v i v i n g engineering s t r u c t u r e s , b u i l d i n g s , and n a t u r a l rock 
••• ' formations, the p r o p e r t y r e t a i n s i t s i n t e g r i t y as a 
\ mid-nineteenth century engineering and r e s i d e n t i a l f a c i l i t y . 

''̂  ' Government I s l a n d i s p a r t of an a c t i v e harbor a t the eastern edge 
of Cohasset, a c o a s t a l community w i t h an e c l e c t i c character t h a t 

•^-j ' r e s u l t s from development over the course of several h i s t o r i c 
'y^: * periods. A narrow saltmarsh east of the i s l a n d separates i t from 

a s t r e e t of ca. 1890s wood-frame houses and a small i n d u s t r i a l \ 
V**. J. . f a c i l i t y . Border S t r e e t , f o r m e r l y the "road from Cohasset" t o 

S c i t u a t e , s k i r t s the d i s t r i c t from west through south, i t s outer 
side l i n e d w i t h modest nineteenth-century residences i n a v a r i e t y 

,̂ , of vernacular s t y l e s . The entrance t o the f a c i l i t y i s l o c a t e d a t 
•• ' the i s l a n d ' s northwest corner, opposite a modern bridge which 

c a r r i e s Border S t r e e t over a narrow channel a t the mouth of the 
Gulf River. The town center, founded i n the eighteenth century, 
l i e s .7 miles west of the bridge. Use of the s h o r e l i n e of the 
inner harbor j u s t west and n o r t h of Government I s l a n d dates back 

? i k t o the l a t e 1600s, when i t began i t s long development as a 
s • •< f i s h i n g and s h i p - b u i l d i n g s i t e . Referred t o as "Ship Cove," over 

the ensuing two c e n t u r i e s t h i s v i l l a g e grew up as a d i s t i n c t 
harborside community. Among i t s many houses are the clapboarded 
and s h i n g l e d residences of eighteenth- and nineteenth-century sea 
captains, merchants, s a i l o r s and farmers. While the predominant 
house-types are the Cape Cod cottage and the l a r g e r two-story 
Federal house, on the n o r t h shore of the harbor are i l l u s t r a t i o n s 
of the area's l a t e r development as an a f f l u e n t summer colony. 
V i s i b l e across the harbor from the i s l a n d are two of the l a r g e s t 
estates from t h a t period--the b r i c k C o l o n i a l Revival W i l l i a m Cox 
House (MHC #242), and John Bryant's "Hominy Point" (MHC #279), 
designed i n 1880 by H.H. Richardson. Although the shipyards are 
gone, the o l d "Ship Cove" i s today a b u s t l i n g f i s h i n g and 
y a c h t i n g harbor, where f a c i l i t i e s f o r pleasure-boating and the 
l o c a l l o b s t e r i n g i n d u s t r y predominate. Close t o Government 

! (continued) 
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I s l a n d northwest of the bridge, f o u r stone wharves d a t i n g from 
the e i g h t e e n t h t o the e a r l y n ineteenth century are s t i l l i n heavy 
use, two r e t a i n i n g e a r l y wooden b u i l d i n g s . Doane's Wharf, j u s t 
across the Gulf River from the i s l a n d , marks the s i t e of a 1792 
t i d a l g r i s t m i l l , and one can s t i l l see remnants of the m i l l dam 
t h a t once spanned the channel between the mainland and Government 
I s l a n d . The town (and county) l i n e runs down Bailey's Creek and 
n o r t h through Cohasset Harbor opposite the Government I s l a n d 
wharf; hence the view from the northeast t o east i s of the 

' \ grassed and wooded i s l a n d s , marshes, and t i d a l f l a t s of S c i t u a t e , 
•** Plymouth County. 

V Although the exact c o n s t r u c t i o n dates of i t s e a r l i e s t b u i l d i n g s C 
and s t r u c t u r e s are unknown, the Government I s l a n d d i s t r i c t x 
acquired i t s s i g n i f i c a n t character as a shore s t a t i o n f a c i l i t y i n 
the middle of the ninet e e n t h century, between 1855 and 1860, the • -
years of the construction of the second lighthouse on Minot's - ' 
Ledge. Two wood-frame buildings--a small engineer's office and a > 
2 1/2-story double-house for the lighthouse keepers--remain from 

' i the original cluster that once included several more. \ 
"r '\ - '' ' '' - •• ̂ _ 

r'* ' \ Both of these are gable-roofed vernacular s t r u c t u r e s t y p i c a l of a '̂V'*'! 1 
'̂'• lighthouse-associated f a c i l i t y of t h a t time. S i t u a t e d at the C ^ 1^/ 

''v • f o o t of the i s l a n d ' s most prominent n a t u r a l f e a t u r e . Beacon Rock, 
• \ they face n o r t h toward the harbor over the most unique p a r t of 

W the e n t i r e f a c i l i t y - - t h e p a i r of f l a t , 3 0-foot diameter stone 
r i n g s t h a t t e m p o r a r i l y served as foundations or templates f o r the 
c u t t i n g and f i t t i n g of the lighthouse stones. At the harbor's 
edge are two other c o n t r i b u t i n g resources--a lar g e stone wharf, 
probably b u i l t i n the second quarter of the ninet e e n t h century, 
and a small b r i c k o i l or kerosene house, which was apparently 
b u i l t i n the e a r l y 1890s. With the a d d i t i o n s t o the s i t e i n the 
1970s t o 1990s of the Minot's Ledge fog b e l l and the lighthouse 
watchroom w i t h l a n t e r n r e p l i c a , the sense of d i r e c t connection 
w i t h the s t r u c t u r e on Minot's Ledge has a c t u a l l y been heightened 
i n recent years. 

At the h e i g h t of the lighthouse c o n s t r u c t i o n i n the l a t e 1850s a t 
l e a s t e i g h t other b u i l d i n g s and s t r u c t u r e s , i n c l u d i n g 
s t o n e - c u t t i n g sheds and a blacksmith shop, stood here. Several 
were demolished i n the l a t e 1870s or e a r l y 1880s; those t h a t 
remained u n t i l r e l a t i v e l y r e c e n t l y , i n c l u d i n g a sizeable d w e l l i n g 
f o r the head ligh t h o u s e keeper, a shed, and a barn or storage 
b u i l d i n g , were p r i m a r i l y associated w i t h the property's 
conversion t o a domestic, r a t h e r than a c o n s t r u c t i o n , use i n 

(continued) 
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1859-1860. Adjacent t o the east side of the wharf were an 1850s 
boathouse and storehouse. The boathouse was demolished e a r l y i n 
t h i s century, but i n the l a t e 1940s the storehouse (not p a r t of 
the present nomination) was moved east t o become p a r t of an 
adjacent commercial p r o p e r t y on Parker Avenue. A small round 
glassed "observatory" was erected near the top of Beacon Rock, . , 
and on the pinnacle of the rock was an i r o n s i g n a l tower, of *̂ |' , 

K'f which some pieces remain embedded i n the g r a n i t e . 

Through the e a r l y p a r t of the nineteenth century. Government 
I s l a n d formed the northernmost s e c t i o n of the lar g e B a i l e y Farm, 
a l l of which was then p a r t of S c i t u a t e . The i s l a n d may have been ^ 
used as pasture land or a woodlot; i t i s unknown whether any 
o u t b u i l d i n g s stood here a t t h a t time, although at l e a s t one 
extant b u i l d i n g , the doublehouse f o r the a s s i s t a n t lighthouse 
keepers, shows evidence of having once been a barn. I n 1823 the 
B a i l e y p r o p e r t y was annexed t o Cohasset, and subsequently the 
s e c t i o n t h a t included Government I s l a n d was acquired by one of 
Cohasset's lead i n g merchants and shipowners, James C u t l e r Doane. 
The l a r g e stone wharf (MHC #941) here i s b e l i e v e d t o pre-date 
1855, and may have been b u i l t as one of Doane's many commercial 
e n t e r p r i s e s . Constructed of lar g e d r y - l a i d g r a n i t e blocks, now . 
topped w i t h asphalt and braced w i t h wooden p i l i n g s , the •. < 
Government I s l a n d wharf i s s t i l l h e a v i l y used today as the town's 
main commercial f i s h i n g landing. 

I t i s l i k e l y t h a t the f i r s t b u i l d i n g a c t u a l l y erected here by the 
government i n 1855 was the Engineer's O f f i c e (MHC #4, Photo #2). 
A small, 1 1/2-story T-plan b u i l d i n g w i t h a gabled asphalt ro o f , 
i t i s sheathed i n clapboards and stands on a g r a n i t e - b l o c k 
foundation. I t has six-over-six-sash windows w i t h f l a t , ' 
unadorned surrounds, and a l u n e t t e i n the gable of the n o r t h 

•• e n t r y e l l . (The door i s modern four-panel replacement.) Other 
d e t a i l i n g i s extremely simple, c o n s i s t i n g of wide corner- and 
rake-boards, and an unboxed roof overhang w i t h exposed 
r a f t e r - e n d s and f l a t , unmolded t r i m . Used today f o r the storage 
of marine equipment, the b u i l d i n g i s p r e s e n t l y i n f a i r t o good 
c o n d i t i o n , w i t h some windows boarded over. Although the c e n t r a l 
chimney was cut o f f at the roof l i n e several years ago, the 
i n t e r i o r arrangement of two main rooms w i t h l o f t , and a small 
room i n the e n t r y e l l , remains. 

A ^" A,. ' • ' • •' • .• • '. •• , »s • 

, > (continued) V 
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The s u r v i v i n g r e s i d e n t i a l b u i l d i n g , and the l a r g e s t on the s i t e , 
i s the two-family Lighthouse Keepers' Dwelling (MHC #3, Photo 
#1), the on-shore home of the a s s i s t a n t keepers and t h e i r 
f a m i l i e s . (The other house, demolished i n the l a t e 1960s, was a 
smaller residence f o r the head keeper. Possibly a former 
o u t b u i l d i n g , i t may also have housed two f a m i l i e s a t one time.) 
The extant residence (MHC #3) i s a l a r g e 2 1/2-story 
doublehouse. Recent work on the b u i l d i n g has revealed an 
e x c e p t i o n a l l y heavy post-and-beam frame, an unusually t h i c k lower 
f l o o r , and a l o f t door i n the east gable-end, c o r r o b o r a t i n g 1850s 
photo evidence t h a t i t may have been converted from a barn. I f 
t h a t i s the case, then t h i s may be one of the ca. 1849 b u i l d i n g s 
mentioned on an 1886 government survey of the s i t e . As the same 
survey i n d i c a t e s t h a t some b u i l d i n g s here were r e b u i l t i n 1859, 
t h i s b u i l d i n g may have undergone a conversion from a barn t o a 
residence a t t h a t time, a c q u i r i n g i t s three d i s t i n c t i v e facade 
gables i n the process. From the time the lighthouse began 
oper a t i o n i n 1860, t h i s house was the l i v i n g q uarters f o r the 
a s s i s t a n t l i g h t h o u s e keepers and t h e i r f a m i l i e s . Sheathed i n 
wood clapboards, i t has an a s p h a l t - s h i n g l e d gable roof p i e r c e d at 
the r i d g e by a p a i r of b r i c k chimneys, and stands on a 
g r a n i t e - b l o c k foundation. A former c e n t r a l cross-gabled wing at 
the rear was demolished p r i o r t o 1928. E a r l y i n t h i s century, a 
p a i r of side e l l s were added f l a n k i n g the rear corners; i n 1993 
they were found t o be s t r u c t u r a l l y unsound, and were replaced by 
new two-story wings of the same f o o t p r i n t . The main s e c t i o n of 
the house i s two bays deep. I t s facade i s symmetrical, w i t h a 
p a i r of center e n t r i e s t h a t have been replaced (1993) by modern 
glassed and s i d e l i g h t e d doors. Above the second s t o r y , three 
broad w a l l gables p i e r c e the r o o f l i n e ; the outer two each c o n t a i n 
a s i n g l e 2-over-2-sash window; the c e n t r a l one has p a i r e d 
windows. (Most of the windows, for m e r l y 6-over-6 and 2-over-2 
sash, have r e c e n t l y been replaced by new 2-over-2 sash; the p a i r 
of windows on e i t h e r side of the main e n t r i e s has each been 
replaced by a t r i p l e 2-over-2 sash u n i t s . ) The facade e n t r i e s 
are s h e l t e r e d by a t u r n - o f - t h e - c e n t u r y porch supported on short 
double and t r i p l e Tuscan columns on high g r a n i t e - b l o c k bases. As 
i n the Engineer's O f f i c e , the a r c h i t e c t u r a l d e t a i l i n g i n t h i s 
b u i l d i n g i s minimal, w i t h narrow unadorned corner- and 
rake-boards, and a r e c e n t l y r e b u i l t unboxed roof overhang. 
A d d i t i o n a l 1993 renovations include the r e c o n s t r u c t i o n of the 
c e n t r a l r e a r wing, and the removal of some i n t e r i o r w a l l s and 
s t a i r c a s e s (see attatchment A: Updated photo). 

% 
0 

(continued) 

?... ^ 



NPS Form 10-900-a 
(8-86) 

OMS Approval No. 1024-0018 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

Section number Page 

Government Island H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t 
Cohasset (Norfolk Covinty) 
Massachusetts 

The t h i r d c o n t r i b u t i n g b u i l d i n g on the s i t e i s a small, 
windowless O i l (or Kerosene) Storage B u i l d i n g (MHC #2, Photo #3), 
lo c a t e d close t o the shore on a concrete apron a t the northeast 
corner of the p r o p e r t y . T y p i c a l of such b u i l d i n g s found on many 
light h o u s e s i t e s , both the w a l l s and i n t e r i o r f l o o r are of red 
b r i c k ( l a i d i n common bond), and the ro o f , c l a d i n wood shingles, 
i s s t e e p l y p i t c h e d . The narrow en t r y , which i s centered i n the 
west gable end, has a modern replacement door set i n t o the 
o r i g i n a l segmental-arched opening. The date of t h i s b u i l d i n g i s 
u n c e r t a i n ; i t i s f i r s t shown on the 1903 a t l a s map, i n d i c a t i n g 
t h a t i t may have been b u i l t i n c o n j u n c t i o n w i t h the replacement 
of the l i g h t w i t h a new f l a s h i n g s i g n a l i n 1894. Presently i n 
good c o n d i t i o n , the e x t e r i o r was fo r m e r l y painted. The b u i l d i n g 
i s leased by the Cohasset S a i l i n g Club, which uses i t f o r i t s 
o r i g i n a l purpose--the storage of f u e l and other supp l i e s . 

.1 

On the f l a t t e s t s e c t i o n of the i s l a n d , between Beacon Rock and 
the wharf, are the most unusual s t r u c t u r e s on the i s l a n d , the 
Temporary Lighthouse Foundations or Lighthouse Templates (Photo 
#6), These are a p a i r of 30-foot-diameter c i r c u l a r r i n g s of 
g r a n i t e blocks, t h e i r top surfaces set f l u s h w i t h the ground, on 
which the cut-stone courses f o r the lighthouse were t e m p o r a r i l y 
constructed and f i t t e d p r i o r t o t h e i r i n s t a l l a t i o n on Minot's 
Ledge. Set i n t o the center of each c i r c l e i s a square stone 
block w i t h a c e n t r a l i r o n f i t t i n g , probably intended t o support a 
d e r r i c k or other c o n s t r u c t i o n apparatus. The two r i n g s are not 
i d e n t i c a l ; the perimeter of the western c i r c l e c o n s i s t s of a l l 
g r a n i t e blocks, the easternmost a l t e r n a t e s g r a n i t e blocks w i t h 
sections of b r i c k . The area between the perimeter stones and the 
center of each c i r c l e i s f i l l e d w i t h small stones embedded i n 
concrete. Although a road t o the stone wharf ran over the 
c i r c l e s f o r many years, they are now i n good c o n d i t i o n , having 
been c l e a r e d of s o i l and debris i n the l a t e 1960s, At t h a t time, 
the area immediately around the templates was graded and grassed 
i n t o a small p u b l i c park, and a low stone r e t a i n i n g w a l l (made of 
g r a n i t e pieces from the s i t e ) and an i r o n chain fence w i t h 
g r a n i t e posts were added. (The w a l l and fence are 
n o n c o n t r i b u t i n g o b j e c t s i n the park area, as are f o u r wooden 
benches, a f l a g p o l e , and a boulder f i t t e d w i t h placques 
commemorating the importance of the s i t e . [Photo #6]) 

I n recent years, the park area has become even more of a f o c a l 
p o i n t f o r the i s l a n d , w i t h the i n s t a l l a t i o n on the s i t e of three 
items from the Minot's Ledge Lighthouse i t s e l f . I n 1972 the 
Minot's Ledge Fog B e l l (MHC #900) was removed from the lighthouse 

(continued) 
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and given t o the town. I t i s now mounted next t o the temporary 
foundation c i r c l e s i n an i r o n frame supported by a s l a t e and 
g r a n i t e base. The b e l l was cast i n bronze by W i l l i a m Blake & 
Co., Boston, i n 1878. Restorations and r e p a i r s t o the lighthouse 
i n 1987-1988 nece s s i t a t e d the replacement of a l l 42 g r a n i t e 
blocks t h a t composed the e x t e r i o r w a l l of i t s top s t o r y , which 
housed the o r i g i n a l Lighthouse Watchroom. The U.S. Coast Guard 
donated t h i s disassembled s e c t i o n of the s t r u c t u r e , along w i t h 
the R o t a t i n g Mechanism f o r the f l a s h i n g l i g h t i n s t a l l e d i n 1894, 
to the town of Cohasset. Under the guidance of the Cohasset 
H i s t o r i c a l Commission, the Watchroom, w i t h the r o t a t i n g mechanism 
r e - i n s t a l l e d i n s i d e , was reassembled here next t o the template 
c i r c l e s on top of the foundation of a former Shore S t a t i o n 
storage or s t o n e - c u t t i n g b u i l d i n g . This ongoing p r o j e c t has been 
surmounted by a f u l l - scale r e p l i c a of the lighthouse l a n t e r n , 
w i t h domed roof and globe f i n i a l , executed from the o r i g i n a l 1855 
plans. The dome and globe are made of copper t o match the 
o r i g i n a l s s t i l l i n place a t the lighthouse, the l a n t e r n 
balustrades and s t r u t s are brass, and i t s windows are modern 
s a f e t y glass. The window frames, deck p l a t e s , and the curved 
door of the watchroom are of s t e e l , r a t h e r than the o r i g i n a l 
bronze. Future plans include moving the fog b e l l t o i t s o r i g i n a l 
p o s i t i o n on the watchroom g a l l e r y , and the i n s t a l l a t i o n , i n t h e i r 

^ o r i g i n a l stone f i t t i n g s , of d a v i t s f o r the lighthouse l i f e b o a t s . 
t., -

Several other o b j e c t s on the i s l a n d t h a t are b e l i e v e d t o remain 
from the e a r l y years of the lighthouse c o n s t r u c t i o n and operation 
also c o n t r i b u t e t o the character of the s i t e . High on the . v-"?, 
s l o p i n g n o r t h face of Beacon Rock i s a f l i g h t of s t a i r s (MHC 

''̂  #942, Photo #5) cut d i r e c t l y i n t o the stone j u s t below the 
.(v'- _ pinnacle where the s i g n a l tower was located. I t i s commonly 
» f . I accepted t h a t they were made by the lighthouse s t o n e - c u t t i n g 

crew. Marking the northwest entrance t o the shore s t a t i o n are 
" ' two g r a n i t e posts and a short s e c t i o n of d r y - l a i d stone w a l l . 

• V ^ 
Government I s l a n d today i s a c t i v e l y used by the p u b l i c , and thus ,̂  .\ 

^, ;̂  contains other n o n c o n t r i b u t i n g b u i l d i n g s and objects i n a d d i t i o n ' . 
IS t o those l o c a t e d i n the small park area. Three modern b u i l d i n g s 

t • of the 1960s and 1970s are loc a t e d on the northern end of the 
i s l a n d : a small wooden Harbormaster's O f f i c e (Photo #4) near the 

> entrance o v e r l o o k i n g the inner harbor, and a t the property's 
' \\ northeast corner, two gable-roofed, wood-shingled b u i l d i n g s 
** (Photo #10) of the Cohasset S a i l i n g Club--a l a r g e clubhouse and a 
' small storage b u i l d i n g . Under the terms of a lease from the 

town, the S a i l i n g Club b u i l d i n g s are r e q u i r e d t o be temporary i n 

1 W i -V.̂  / (continued) 
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nature. Hence they have no foundations, and are set upon low 
p i l e s or legs extending above ground l e v e l . The S a i l i n g Club 
also maintains a f l a g p o l e , and a f l o a t stage f o r i t s boats 
adjacent t o the property's northeast shore. A narrow asphalt 
access road f o l l o w s the o r i g i n a l r oute from the entrance of the 
pr o p e r t y t o the wharf, w i t h secondary d r i v e s branching east t o 
the s a i l i n g c lub, the Engineer's O f f i c e and Lighthouse Keepers' 

-•, House, and c o n t i n u i n g on t o a small parking l o t . (The l a t t e r i s 
not visible from either the park area or the historic buildings.) * 
The island's edge in the area of the small beach on the north 
shoreline is currently shored up by a granite retaining wall _ - \-
constructed i n the 1980s. 

Archaeological D e s c r i p t i o n 

While no p r e h i s t o r i c s i t e s are c u r r e n t l y recorded w i t h i n the ' » 
d i s t r i c t , i t i s p o s s i b l e t h a t s i t e s are present. One s i t e i s 
recorded i n the general area ( w i t h i n one m i l e ) . That s i t e , 19- % 
PL-19, recorded i n S c i t u a t e r e p o r t e d l y may be a v i l l a g e s i t e 
p o s s i b l y 2 5 acres i n s i z e . The s i t e may extend i n t o or about the 
proposed d i s t r i c t along i t s southern boundary. The p h y s i c a l > 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s of the property, p a r t i c u l a r l y i t s l o c a t i o n near f - '^ 
f r e s h water wetlands and marine r e l a t e d ecosystem i n d i c a t e ' , 
favorable l o c a t i o n a l c r i t e r i a f o r Native settlement and • ,,, 
subsistence a c t i v i t i e s . Other c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s of the area 
i n c l u d i n g shallow s o i l s and rock outcroppings may l i m i t types of 
po s s i b l e s i t e s t o small, s p e c i a l purpose type s i t e s . Volcanic 
dikes i n outcroppings may i n d i c a t e the presence of l i t h i c 
m a t e r i a l s which could be used f o r stone t o o l manufacture or " ' ~. ,: 
qua r r y i n g a c t i v i t i e s . Given the above i n f o r m a t i o n , the s i z e of 
the d i s t r i c t (7.35 acres), and the f a c t t h a t h i s t o r i c p e r i o d 
disturbances have l i k e l y impacted p o t e n t i a l resources i n the 
area, a moderate p o t e n t i a l e x i s t s t h a t s i g n i f i c a n t s i t e s are 
present. 

There i s a h i g h p o t e n t i a l f o r s i g n i f i c a n t h i s t o r i c a r chaeological 
remains w i t h i n the d i s t r i c t . Several s t r u c t u r e s associated w i t h 
the U.S. Lighthouse Service p e r i o d of s i g n i f i c a n c e are no longer 
extant but may su r v i v e a r c h a e o l o g i c a l l y . These s t r u c t u r e s 
include the second Lighthouse Keepers' Dwelling Home used t o 
house f a m i l i e s of the Head Keepers, a boathouse and storage shed 
at the s i t e of the e x i s t i n g stone wharf, a small Observation 
B u i l d i n g l o c a t e d near the peak of Beacon Rock and a set of two 
temporary foundations used as templates t o assemble g r a n i t e 
blocks p r i o r t o t h e i r t r a n s p o r t o f f shore f o r l i g h t h o u s e -

(continued) 
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f t 
c o n s t r u c t i o n . At l e a s t two occupational type features are also 
present i n c l u d i n g p r i v i e s associated w i t h both Keepers' houses 
and a w e l l l o c a t e d near the present S a i l i n g Club. Trash deposits 
are also probably present i n c l u d i n g , domestic refuse associated 
w i t h the Keeper's houses and l i t h i c refuse associated w i t h masons 
a c t i v i t i e s shaping g r a n i t e blocks f o r lighthouse c o n s t r u c t i o n . 
Archaeological s u r v i v a l s may also e x i s t which predate the mid 
19th century U.S. Lighthouse Service p e r i o d of s i g n i f i c a n c e . 
A g r i c u l t u r a l r e l a t e d o u t b u i l d i n g s and features may su r v i v e from 
the B a i l e y Farm lo c a t e d i n t h i s area i n the e a r l y 18th century, 
however, an 1840 map shows no s t r u c t u r e s on Government I s l a n d 
r e l a t e d t o the farm. Some evidence also e x i s t s t h a t a p r i v a t e 
wharf pre-dated the stone wharf on Government I s l a n d . The 
existence of an e a r l i e r wharf might also i n d i c a t e p o t e n t i a l 
s u r v i v a l s r e l a t e d t o f i s h e r i e s / s h i p b u i l d i n g or other maritime 
r e l a t e d a c t i v i t i e s i n c l u d i n g c o a s t a l t r a n s p o r t a t i o n of farm 
products. 

(end) 

8. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Government I s l a n d , Cohasset, i s a ra r e example of a 
mid-nineteenth century shore s t a t i o n f o r the c o n s t r u c t i o n , and 
f o r e i g h t y - s i x years the operation, of an o f f - s h o r e l i g h t h o u s e . 
I t includes the remaining b u i l d i n g s and engineering s t r u c t u r e s 
associated w i t h the country's o l d e s t "wave-swept" ligh t h o u s e , 
b u i l t i n the l a t e 1850s 2,65 miles away on Minot's Ledge, as w e l l 
as three items t h a t were moved here from the lighthouse i t s e l f . 
These s u r v i v a l s provide a v i v i d r e p r e s e n t a t i o n of the engineering 
triumph i n v o l v e d i n what i s commonly acknowledged as the most 

A d i f f i c u l t l i g h t h o u s e c o n s t r u c t i o n ever attempted along the 
country's east coast, as w e l l as a glimpse i n t o the domestic and 

V o f f - d u t y l i v e s of the keepers who took on what a government 
r e p o r t c a l l e d "one of the most undesirable shore assignments t h a t 
can be given a man." (Scheina 44). This shore s t a t i o n i s a key 

v. c o n t e x t u a l element f o r the network of Massachusetts lighthouses 
l i s t e d as a N a t i o n a l Register Thematic Resource Area i n 1987. I f 

t :** ' Minot's Ledge Lighthouse, as s t a t e d on the 1987 nomination form, 
i s "a monument t o the s k i l l of the engineers and stone masons who 
worked on t h i s complex and d i f f i c u l t c o n s t r u c t i o n p r o j e c t , " then 
the d e s c r i p t i o n i s e q u a l l y t r u e of t h i s shore s t a t i o n a t which so 
much of the c o n s t r u c t i o n work took place. The lighthouse was 
recognized as a N a t i o n a l H i s t o r i c Engineering Landmark by the 
American Society of C i v i l Engineers i n 1977, at l e a s t p a r t l y f o r 
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the t e c h n i c a l procedures and innovations t h a t were i n i t i a t e d here 
on Government I s l a n d . 

The d i s t r i c t occupies the e n t i r e shore r e s e r v a t i o n purchased by 
the U.S. government i n 1858 except f o r a small s t r i p deeded t o 
the town f o r the widening of Border Street i n 1935. I t comprises 
n e a r l y a l l of the o r i g i n a l harbor i s l a n d ( f o r m e r l y c a l l e d Gulf 
I s l a n d ) , except f o r i t s southern edge, which i s occupied by 
Border S t r e e t and several houses a l i g n e d along a p o i n t of land 
beyond i t . Three b u i l d i n g s , three s t r u c t u r e s , s i x o b j e c t s , and 
one s i t e on the i s l a n d are deemed as c o n t r i b u t i n g t o the 
d i s t r i c t . One b u i l d i n g o r i g i n a l l y p a r t of the d i s t r i c t has been 
moved j u s t east across a small s a l t marsh t o Parker Avenue, and 
i s not in c l u d e d i n the present nomination. I n s p i t e of the loss 
of some resources and the a d d i t i o n of others, the combination 
here of simple vernacular a r c h i t e c t u r e t y p i c a l of b u i l d i n g s 
constructed by the U.S. Lighthouse Service i n the eighty-seven 
years of i t s existence, along w i t h i n n o v a t i v e engineering devices 
on a s i t e which was uniquely s u i t e d f o r i t s purpose, c o n t r i b u t e s 
t o an understanding of lighthouse c o n s t r u c t i o n b e t t e r than any 
other f a c i l i t y i n Massachusetts. I t also adds s u b s t a n t i a l l y t o 
our understanding of the day-to-day operation of a dangerous 
o f f s h o r e beacon and the d a i l y l i v e s of those associated w i t h i t . 
The d i s t r i c t thus r e t a i n s i n t e g r i t y of l o c a t i o n , design, s e t t i n g , 
m a t e r i a l s , workmanship, f e e l i n g , and a s s o c i a t i o n and f u l f i l l s 
C r i t e r i a A and C of the N a t i o n a l Register on the l o c a l and s t a t e 
l e v e l s . The p e r i o d of s i g n i f i c a n c e f o r Government I s l a n d i s 
1825-1947, r e f l e c t i n g the c o n s t r u c t i o n date of the stone wharf t o 
when the l i g h t h o u s e was automated, and the need t o maintain 
residences f o r the keepers and t h e i r f a m i l i e s on Government 
I s l a n d ended. 

•J 

For over a century before the b u i l d i n g of a lighthouse on Minot's 
Ledge, the nearby community t h a t i s now the town of Cohasset was 
l a r g e l y supported by a maritime economy. I t has two n a t u r a l 
harbors; the easternmost, Cohasset Harbor, which i s o r i e n t e d 
south t o n o r t h w i t h i t s mouth opposite Minot's Ledge, i s w e l l 
s h e l t e r e d . Indians f i s h e d and clammed here a t Conahasset 
(Quonahassit) long before Captain John Smith discovered the 
harbor i n 1614. A f t e r the European settlement, Conahasset was 
f i r s t an o u t l y i n g p a r t of Hingham, o r i g i n a l l y used f o r pasture 
and hay p r o d u c t i o n . By the l a t e 1600s a v i l l a g e had been 
e s t a b l i s h e d a t what i s today Cohasset center, and by 1708 
s h i p b u i l d i n g operations were underway j u s t t o i t s east a t 
Cohasset Harbor, then c a l l e d "Ship Cove." During the eighteenth 

(continued) 
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century, cod and mackerel f i s h i n g became a major means of 
l i v e l i h o o d , w i t h f l e e t s of family-owned f i s h i n g schooners, many 
of them constructed i n shipyards a t the harbor, working the 
of f s h o r e A t l a n t i c f i s h i n g grounds, and by 1750 t r a v e l i n g as f a r 
as the West I n d i e s . I n 1770 Cohasset, as a d i s t r i c t , was 
f o r m a l l y separated from Hingham; i t was incorporated as a town i n 
1775. 

By the end of the eighteenth century, ship and schooner owners 
had constructed a t l e a s t three stone wharves on the south side of 
the harbor west of Government I s l a n d . A sizeable corn m i l l was 
b u i l t a t the mouth of the Gulf River i n 1792, and extensive 
saltworks along the coast produced s a l t f o r the p r e s e r v a t i o n of 
mackerel. (During t h i s time. Government I s l a n d i t s e l f was the 
nort h e r n s e c t i o n of a larg e farm w i t h i n the borders of S c i t u a t e . 
I t remained p a r t of S c i t u a t e u n t i l the farm, w i t h 90 acres, was 
annexed t o the town of Cohasset i n 1823.) F i s h i n g and 
s h i p b u i l d i n g a c t i v i t y a t the harbor reached i t s peak i n the 
1840s, w i t h 22,967 b a r r e l s of mackerel packed here i n 1848. I n 
1845 Cohasset ranked f o u r t h i n s i z e as a f i s h i n g p o r t i n 
Massachusetts, and i n 1851 i t had 44 f i s h i n g vessels and 561 
people employed i n the f i s h i n g business. Although by the middle 
of the ni n e t e e n t h century Cohasset s h i p b u i l d i n g had expanded t o 
include barks, b r i g s , and other ships as larg e as 7 88 tons, i t 
dec l i n e d r a p i d l y a f t e r the C i v i l War, and the l a s t s a i l i n g vessel 
was b u i l t i n a Cohasset shipyard i n 1883. Schooner f i s h i n g , too, 
became i n c r e a s i n g l y u n p r o f i t a b l e d u r i n g t h a t time, and 
e f f e c t i v e l y ceased by 1895, The town's economy maintained some 
degree of d i v e r s i t y , however. Vacationers had begun coming here 
w e l l before 1850, and by the 1870s Cohasset was a mecca f o r 
wealthy Boston summer r e s i d e n t s a t t r a c t e d by i t s rocky c o a s t a l 
s i t e (the o n l y one south of Boston) and i t s s h e l t e r e d harbor. 
Large estates were b u i l t , and many steam and s a i l i n g yachts were 
berthed i n the harbor. Today, although Cohasset i s i n c r e a s i n g l y 
considered a commuter suburb of Boston, i t s maritime o r i e n t a t i o n 
continues. As i n many New England harbors, both commercial and 
pleasure b o a t i n g c o e x i s t here. Cohasset Harbor i s the base f o r a 
l o c a l f l e e t of l o b s t e r and f i s h i n g boats t h a t use the Government 
I s l a n d wharf as t h e i r main landing, and both s a i l i n g and power 
boats operated f o r pleasure are numerous duri n g the summer 
months. 

(continued) 
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'H Toward the 1840s, shipping a c t i v i t y increased, not j u s t a t 
.. . Cohasset, but a l l along the coast of Massachusetts. One of the 

most dangerous areas f o r vessels e n t e r i n g the p o r t of Boston or 
t r a v e l i n g the coast was the Quonnahassit Rocks or ledges, j u s t 
inshore of the southeast approach t o Boston Harbor. I n 1847, 
a f t e r a d i s a s t r o u s record of shipwrecks i n the waters around the 
most n o t o r i o u s of the rocks, Minot's Ledge, where from 1832 t o 

't. ? 1841 over 40 vessels had foundered, the U.S. government made 
plans t o b u i l d a l i g h t h o u s e there. Constructed over a p e r i o d of 
two years, t h i s was a s e v e n t y - f i v e f o o t h i gh s t r u c t u r e b u i l t on 
nine i r o n p i l e s sunk deep i n t o the ledge. The l i g h t was f i r s t 
l i t on January 1, 1850, but i n an A p r i l storm i n 1851 the e n t i r e 
l i g h t h o u s e was swept o f f the rock, t a k i n g two l i g h t h o u s e keepers 
w i t h i t . y 

Although the choice of an i r o n p i l e s t r u c t u r e had seemed sound ' 
f o r such an exposed l o c a t i o n and d i f f i c u l t b u i l d i n g s i t e , i n 
r e t r o s p e c t i t was apparent t h a t only a much stronger lighthouse 
would w i t h s t a n d the extreme for c e of the sea t h a t could b u i l d up 
i n the area of the ledge, where waves can break a t a height of 
100 f e e t . A study conducted by the newly e s t a b l i s h e d U.S. 
Lighthouse Board revealed t h a t the former s i t e on Minot's Ledge 
was s t i l l the most d e s i r a b l e l o c a t i o n f o r the lig h t h o u s e , and 
t h a t a tapered c y l i n d r i c a l stone-block s t r u c t u r e of the type >, 
developed a t Eddystone L i g h t i n England would be best s u i t e d t o 
w i t h s t a n d the elements. General Joseph G. Totten, former c h i e f 
engineer of the United States, was chosen t o design the 
li g h t h o u s e , which was t o become the most famous adaptation of the 
Eddystone type of lighthouse i n America. 

The p r a c t i c a l obstacles t o the b u i l d i n g of such a s t r u c t u r e on 
the o f f s h o r e ledge a t f i r s t appeared n e a r l y insurmountable. 
Although i t was determined t h a t the base of the lighthouse needed 
to be t h i r t y f e e t i n diameter, a t most only a t w e n t y - f i v e f o o t 
area of rock was exposed above water a t extreme low t i d e s , and 
f o r o nly an hour or two on the calmest of days. To work out some 
of the engineering problems, a scale model was b u i l t from 
Totten's f i n a l plans. Two master model-makers from Cohasset, 
Richard Bourne and Zaccheus Rich, constructed the model over two 
w i n t e r s i n a small shop a t the head of the harbor. 

I n A p r i l of 1855, Captain Barton S. Alexander of the U.S. Corps 
of Engineers assumed the j o b of superintending the lighthouse 
c o n s t r u c t i o n . F u l l y aware t h a t only a precious few work hours 
could be spent on Minot's Ledge i t s e l f , one of h i s f i r s t acts was 

(continued) 
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t o arrange f o r the use of Gulf I s l a n d (today's Government Island) 
as a shore base f o r most of the c o n s t r u c t i o n operations. 
Government I s l a n d was eminently s u i t e d f o r the purpose. I t was 
close t o the ledges, and i t s "Beacon Rock," which commanded a 
d i r e c t view out the harbor entrance t o the lighthouse s i t e , could 
be used f o r observation of sea c o n d i t i o n s and of boats moving 
between Minot's Ledge and the shore s t a t i o n . A c i r c u l a r *» 
"observatory" s t r u c t u r e (now demolished) was constructed near the 
peak f o r t h a t purpose. Beacon Rock also came t o serve as the 
communications p o i n t , v i a a semaphore and f l a g - s i g n a l tower, 

. between shore s t a t i o n and ledge. Deep-water docking f a c i l i t i e s 
were of course necessary f o r the loading of g r a n i t e on and o f f 
boats. The stone wharf (believed t o have been b u i l t p r i o r t o . 
1855 by merchant James C u t l e r Doane, also b u i l d e r of the nearby 
Lawrence Wharf), provided j u s t such a place. The wharf was even 
la r g e enough f o r a sizeable boathouse and storehouse t o be b u i l t 
on p i l i n g s along i t s east side. There was ample room on the 
nort h e r n s e c t i o n of the i s l a n d f o r a l l the b u i l d i n g s necessary 
f o r the c o n s t r u c t i o n operations, and two or three e x i s t i n g farm 

-U ^ o u t b u i l d i n g s may a c t u a l l y have been u t i l i z e d f o r the purpose. 
^ Perhaps most important, a short distance above the wharf was a 

lar g e f l a t area t h a t could serve as a temporary p l a t f o r m f o r the ...'i . 
f a b r i c a t i o n of not j u s t one, but two f u l l - d i a m e t e r sections of 
the l i g h t h o u s e a t a time. The i s l a n d was apparently f i r s t leased 
to the U.S. government by J.C. Doane, who had acquired i t 
sometime a f t e r i t s 1823 annexation t o Cohasset; i t was purchased 
from him i n 1858. 

Captain Alexander's work plan c a l l e d f o r one crew t o c a r r y out 
two separate operations--the s t o n e - c u t t i n g and p r e l i m i n a r y 
assembly a t the shore s t a t i o n and, i n the few hours t h a t t i d e and 
weather c o n d i t i o n s p e r m i t t e d , the c o n s t r u c t i o n a t the ledge. The 
notes he kept re v e a l t h a t these were hardy, daring, and h i g h l y . 
s k i l l e d men, undaunted by the dangerous c o n d i t i o n s and the 

> constant discomfort of working i n soaking c l o t h e s . Most were 
l o c a l men from Cohasset or stone c u t t e r s from Quincy, and the •. 
group inc l u d e d some of the most p r o f i c i e n t i n t h e i r s p e c i a l t i e s . 

• ' % Among them were Captain John Cook, a well-known Cohasset r i g g e r 
who designed the d e r r i c k used a t the ledge, and Clark C u t t i n g , 
whose oxen teamed the massive Quincy g r a n i t e blocks w i t h f l a w l e s s 
p o s i t i o n i n g t o the c u t t e r s . Captain Nichols Tower, one of a 
f a m i l y of noted Cohasset skippers, commanded the f i r s t vessels 
used t o t r a n s p o r t the f i n i s h e d stones t o the ledge, and Wesley P. 
Dutton and George Reed superintended the s e l e c t i o n of the stone. ' 
Captain Alexander proved f a r ahead of h i s time i n h i s s t r i c t l y 

* (continued) 
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enforced s a f e t y p o l i c i e s : he r e q u i r e d t h a t every man know how t o 
swim and handle a small boat, t h a t workboats never operate 
s i n g l y , and t h a t a boat manned by three men stand by the ledge at 
a l l times t o p i c k up anyone washed i n t o the sea. As a r e s u l t , 
the e n t i r e f i v e - y e a r o peration was completed w i t h n e i t h e r a loss 
of l i f e nor a serious i n j u r y . Alexander was also noted f o r h i s 
exacting standards i n a l l aspects of the operations, from the 
p r e c i s i o n of the stone f i t t i n g t o the "perfect-running" p u l l e y s 
made by Richard Bourne, the model b u i l d e r . 

Although work began a t the ledge i n June of 1855, i t was not 
u n t i l J u l y of 1857 t h a t the f i r s t stone was l a i d there. The 
surface of the ledge r e q u i r e d laborious p r e p a r a t i o n , and the 
wreckage of the o l d tower p i l i n g s had t o be removed. I n a l l , 
only 13 0 hours of work took place a t the rock the f i r s t season; 
a l l the r e s t was spent on Government I s l a n d , most of i t preparing 
the stones and the i r o n f i t t i n g s and apparatus needed t o secure 
and er e c t them. Hours a t the rock increased t o 157 i n 1856, when 
a multi-purpose i r o n s c a f f o l d was constructed on the ledge. 
Preparation of the surface of the rock was then begun, t o ready 
i t f o r the foundation stones. 

The f i r s t s c a f f o l d i n g d i d not sur v i v e the w i n t e r , however. A 
ship crashed i n t o i t i n January of 1857, breaking o f f the legs 
and s h a t t e r i n g much of the prepared rock surface. I n the sp r i n g , 
John Cook's new s c a f f o l d and d e r r i c k was erected t o replace the 
f i r s t ( t h i s one had higher, t w e n t y - f i v e f o o t l e g s ) , and a 
considerable area of the stone surface had t o be r e c u t . S t i l l , 
although work a t the rock again only t o t a l e d 130 hours, 1857 saw 
the l a y i n g of the f i r s t f our of the seven massive, i r r e g u l a r l y 
shaped foundation stones. 

I t was a t t h i s p o i n t t h a t Captain Alexander solved one of the 
most p e r p l e x i n g of h i s engineering problems--how t o keep the 
h y d r a u l i c cement i n place long enough t o adhere the stones of the 
f i r s t three courses t o the rock under water. Experiments c a r r i e d 
on a t the shore s t a t i o n f i n a l l y presented a s o l u t i o n i n the use 
of a l a r g e piece of muslin. The c l o t h was l a i d on the ground and 
covered w i t h a l a y e r of cement. The f i n i s h e d stone was l a i d on 
the c l o t h and i t s v e r t i c a l sides mortared. The muslin was then 
f o l d e d up around the stone f o r a few minutes u n t i l the mortar was 
set. This procedure was s u c c e s s f u l l y u t i l i z e d on stag i n g a t the 
ledge, and when the stone was placed onto the rock surface, the 
c l o t h p r o t e c t e d the mortar from being washed away. 

A. 

(continued) 
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Once the underwater foundation was f i n i s h e d i n 1858, c o n s t r u c t i o n 
of the l i g h t h o u s e a t the ledge proceeded more (guickly. Not only 
was most of the work there now performed above the w a t e r l i n e , i t 
was g r e a t l y f a c i l i t a t e d by the n e a r l y complete f i n i s h i n g of the 
stone blocks on shore. Although i t was s t i l l not p o s s i b l e t o 
t r a n s p o r t more than a few t o the ledge at a time, the blocks 
needed l i t t l e or no p r e p a r a t i o n f o r assembly when they got there. 
They had a l l been cut t o s i z e , each f i n i s h e d w i t h the notching or 
" d o v e t a i l i n g " system pioneered a hundred years before a t the 
Eddystone L i g h t , and preassembled on the two t h i r t y - f o o t template 
c i r c l e s on Government I s l a n d , 1850s photographs of the shore 
s t a t i o n show t h a t i n e f f e c t each s e c t i o n of the tower was b u i l t 

•• twice--once w i t h o u t mortar on one of the stone c i r c l e s on the 
• f i s l a n d , then dismantled and b u i l t again on the ledge, t h i s time 
? mortared and b o l t e d i n place. 

By the end of the 1858 season, i n 208 hours spent a t the ledge, 
the tower was completed t o the s i x t h course. I n 1859, i n 377 
hours, the crew f i n i s h e d 2 6 more courses, t o a height of 
s i x t y - t w o f e e t above low t i d e . F i n a l l y , on June 29, 1860, the 
l a s t stone of the lighthouse, i n the top course of the watchroom 
t h a t now stands on Government I s l a n d , was l a i d i n place. The 
l a n t e r n , hauled from Boston t o Cohasset by oxen, was i n s t a l l e d 
l a t e r t h a t summer, and the lamp, w i t h a s t a t e - o f - t h e - a r t f r e s n e l 
lens, was o f f i c i a l l y l i t on the n i g h t of the f i f t e e n t h of 
November, 1860. To the people of the south shore i t was a 

V momentous event; they set scores of b o n f i r e s along the shore, 
and a t the f i r s t f l a s h of l i g h t from the tower, f i r e w o r k s shot 
i n t o the sky i n c e l e b r a t i o n from both S c i t u a t e and Cohasset. 

During the f a l l the f i r s t keepers had been h i r e d , and the focus 
and f u n c t i o n a t both the ledge and the shore s t a t i o n g r a d u a l l y 
turned from li g h t h o u s e b u i l d i n g t o operation. Over the f i v e 
years of c o n s t r u c t i o n several u t i l i t a r i a n b u i l d i n g s and 
s t r u c t u r e s , many of them temporary, had been b u i l t on Government 
I s l a n d . Some, such as the lar g e d e r r i c k at the foundation 
c i r c l e s and an unknown nximber of sheds associated w i t h the 
s t o n e - c u t t i n g , probably disappeared s h o r t l y a f t e r the lighthouse 
was completed. The main storehouse and the b u i l d i n g s a t the 
wharf, however, remained f o r decades, adapted t o new uses. At 
l e a s t f o u r or f i v e b u i l d i n g s and s t r u c t u r e s were intended from 
the s t a r t t o serve as p a r t of a permanent shore r e s e r v a t i o n 
associated w i t h the l i g h t h o u s e . Among them were the two keepers' ' 

* residences, probably converted from barns or other u t i l i t a r i a n 
b u i l d i n g s i n 1859, and the engineer's o f f i c e , which had 

1 J*** .-"1 (continued) 
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i**'"^-'..* undoubtedly been Captain Alexander's headquarters when he was on 
the i s l a n d . A f t e r the lighthouse went i n t o o peration, the o f f i c e 
may have continued i n a d m i n i s t r a t i v e use, or been u t i l i z e d f o r 
storage, as i t i s today, although maps as e a r l y as 187 6 show t h a t 
it, too, was used as a residence. For many years the s i g n a l 
tower on Beacon Rock continued as the main means of communication 
between the shore and the ledge, and i t i s s a i d t o have signaled 
the news of President Lincoln's assassination t o the keepers a t 
the l i g h t i n 1865. The stone steps leading up t o i t , probably 
cut i n t o the rock by members of the s t o n e - c u t t i n g crew t h a t b u i l t 
the l i g h t h o u s e , now shortened the climb up the rock t o the tower.; 

The most prominent of the Government I s l a n d b u i l d i n g s , however, 
were the two lighthouse-keepers' residences, the l a r g e r of which 
remains. As had been the case w i t h the f i r s t l i g hthouse on 
Minot's Ledge, because of the dangerous and i s o l a t e d l o c a t i o n of 
the rock, the p r a c t i c e of having a head keeper and two 
a s s i s t a n t s , who worked weeks-long r o t a t i n g s h i f t s on and o f f the 
ledge, was continued a t the second lighthouse. This team 
approach r e q u i r e d more housing than was usual f o r a lighthouse i n 
a more h o s p i t a b l e l o c a t i o n ; hence Government I s l a n d had two or 

f three keepers' dwell i n g s i n s t e a d of one. The f i r s t keepers h i r e d 
\ '., i n 1860 were Joshua Wilder [ J r . ] as head keeper, and A.W. 

Williams and W i l l i a m S. Taylor as f i r s t and second a s s i s t a n t s . 
I n c o n t r a s t t o t h e i r long hours ma i n t a i n i n g what has been c a l l e d 
the most dangerous beacon i n the United States, d u r i n g t h e i r 
s h i f t s on Government I s l a n d the keepers were apparently able t o 
c a r r y on near-normal l i v e s i n residence w i t h t h e i r f a m i l i e s . 
Their houses formed p a r t of a r e s i d e n t i a l compound t h a t included 

; p r i v i e s , two sheds, and a barn (now demolished) t h a t had 
o r i g i n a l l y been the main storehouse dur i n g the years of 
ligh t h o u s e c o n s t r u c t i o n . 

Over the years several r e s i d e n t s of these houses d i s t i n g u i s h e d 
themselves by t h e i r courage and f o r t i t u d e j u s t as the lighthouse 
b u i l d e r s had before them. I n 1861 James J. Tower succeeded 
Joshua Wilder [ J r . ] as head keeper. He brought as h i s a s s i s t a n t 
Thomas Bates ( l a t e r the well-known head keeper of Boston L i g h t ) , 
who i s s t i l l remembered f o r h i s dari n g sea rescue of Tower i n 
which he l e a p t i n t o the lighthouse boat, suspended e i g h t y f e e t 
above the waves, and l e t i t crash t o the sea. I t would have been 
du r i n g Tower's tenure t h a t Henry Wadsworth Longfellow v i s i t e d the 
ligh t h o u s e ( i n 1871), and the 1878 fog b e l l , now displayed on 
Government I s l a n d , was i n s t a l l e d on the watchroom g a l l e r y . The 
longest career as head keeper was t h a t of M i l t o n Harvey Reamy, 

(continued) 
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who assumed the p o s i t i o n i n 1887. Unshaken i n the b e l i e f t h a t 
n o thing but an earthquake could ever topple the light h o u s e , he 
went through the great "Gale of '88," i n which the sea dashed 

..̂..Z over the 102-foot top of the l a n t e r n , and oversaw the 1894 
replacement of the o r i g i n a l lamp w i t h a r e v o l v i n g system, i t s 

^ mechanism s t i l l seen today i n the watchroom, which changed the 
• >,. beam t o the well-known one-four-three ( " I love you") f l a s h . »̂  

^ V I n d i c a t i v e of the double l i f e l e d by the keepers on and o f f s h o r e , 
f o r many years M i l t o n Reamy also worked i n Cohasset as a ""-̂  
photographer. He was succeeded as keeper by h i s son, Octavius 

>^ Reamy; together t h e i r careers a t Minot's Ledge spanned n e a r l y 
f o r t y years. When Octavius Reamy was t r a n s f e r r e d t o Graves L i g h t 
i n 1924, Per S. Tornberg was appointed the new keeper. He served , 

' 1,̂  u n t i l 193 6, when he was succeeded by the lighthouse's f i n a l •* 
H keeper, George H. Fitzpatrick. . I'f.^.-

I n 1947, e i g h t years a f t e r the country's lighthouses were taken t^^' • 
• * . over by the U.S. Coast Guard, the l i g h t on Minot's Ledge was 

automated, and the need t o maintain residences f o r keepers and » 
t h e i r f a m i l i e s on Government I s l a n d ended. The r e s e r v a t i o n had ' 

• .<. been declared surplus p r o p e r t y by the War Assets A d m i n i s t r a t i o n 
i n 1946, and on February 19, 1947, the shore s t a t i o n was 
purchased by the Town of Cohasset f o r $29,000. The town ' 
government subsequently administered both keepers' houses as 
m u l t i - f a m i l y r e n t a l dwellings and es t a b l i s h e d a p u b l i c landing a t 
the stone wharf f o r commercial boats, which are r e s t r i c t e d from \ 
using the town's other p u b l i c dock. The storehouse a t the wharf 
was acquired by a nearby f u r n i t u r e company, which moved i t t o i t s 

. , f a c i l i t y , now Cohasset Co l o n i a l s , on Parker Avenue j u s t east of 
the i s l a n d . 

Although the change t o town ownership and use by the p u b l i c 
n e c e s s i t a t e d the i n t r o d u c t i o n of i n t r u s i o n s on the property, i t 
also l e d t o the p r e s e r v a t i o n of the resources t h a t remain i n the 
Government I s l a n d d i s t r i c t today. Because of t h e i r w a t e r - r e l a t e d 
f u n c t i o n s , the three modern b u i l d i n g s here occupy n e a r l y the only 
l o c a t i o n s a v a i l a b l e f o r them a t the harbor. The small 
harbormaster's o f f i c e j u s t i n s i d e the shore s t a t i o n entrance i s 
p o s i t i o n e d t o a f f o r d the g r e a t e s t v i s i b i l i t y of the harbor, 
entrance channel, and the p u b l i c wharf. Under the terms of i t s 
lease from the town, the two 1960s-1970s b u i l d i n g s of the 
Cohasset S a i l i n g Club, which needed j u s t such a s i t e f o r i t s 
f l o a t and boat storage, must be regarded as "temporary" i n 
nature; hence t h e i r lack of foundations. I r o n i c a l l y , although 
the town t o r e down the d e t e r i o r a t e d head lighthouse keeper's 

(continued) 
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house i n about 1970, i t has been public use and ownership that 
has ensured the preservation of the rest of the shore s t a t i o n . 
The town maintains the property, and has been highly active over 
the years i n promoting Government Island as the appropriate 
repository f o r items removed from Minot's Ledge. Having 
s o l i c i t e d the donation of the fog b e l l i n 1972 and subsequently 
made i t a centerpiece of the park, the town prepared the way for 

^ the relocation of the damaged watchroom to t h i s s i t e f i f t e e n 
years l a t e r . 

Private nonprofit organizations, working j o i n t l y with the town 
through the Cohasset H i s t o r i c a l Commission, have been responsible 
for much of the preservation and restoration here. The 
Government Island commemorative park, dedicated i n 1968, was 
sponsored by the Town of Cohasset and the Cohasset H i s t o r i c a l 
Society and funded by private donations. Within the past year, 
when de t e r i o r a t i n g condition threatened demolition of the 
remaining lighthouse keepers' dwelling, a group of lo c a l 
c i t i z e n s , the Cohasset Lightkeepers Corporation, arranged to 
lease i t from the town and i s presently renovating the buil d i n g 
to house a public meeting h a l l on the f i r s t f l o o r and apartments 
on the second. The community garden club has landscaped the 
building's f r o n t yard with plantings and a new stone w a l l . The 
other ongoing project, the restoration of the lighthouse 
watchroom and the construction of the lantern house re p l i c a , i s 

J, being carried out under the Cohasset H i s t o r i c a l Commission with 
' funding solely from private donations. The Commission's present 

fund r a i s i n g e f f o r t s are dedicated to completing the project with 
the i n s t a l l a t i o n of a fresnel lens. In f i t t i n g t r a d i t i o n f o r a 
s i t e imbued with the s p i r i t of hard work at sea interspersed with 
a d i f f e r e n t l i f e on shore, most of the labor f o r the lantern 
metalwork has been donated by lo c a l fishermen working i n the o f f 

. season. Placement on the National Register of Hi s t o r i c Places 
would greatly encourage future support for a l l these e f f o r t s and 
help to ensure the preservation of the shore s t a t i o n as both a 
unique surviving engineering f a c i l i t y and an i n t e r p r e t i v e s i t e 
for the public. 

Archaeological Significance 

. Since patterns of p r e h i s t o r i c occupation i n Cohasset are poorly 
' V, understood, any surviving sites would be s i g n i f i c a n t . 

Prehistoric sites i n t h i s area may o f f e r the p o t e n t i a l to further 
document the extent and effects of Native settlement i n the 
Boston Harbor/Boston Bay locale and the relationships and/or 

(continued) 
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d i f f e r e n c e s between t h a t area and coas t a l Native settlement t o 
the south i n the North River and Plymouth Harbor Areas. 
P r e h i s t o r i c s i t e s i n the Government I s l a n d area can c o n t r i b u t e to 
a gre a t e r understanding towards the e f f e c t s of sea l e v e l r i s e on 
Native settlement and subsistence through time. Possible quarry 
s i t e s i n t h i s area also i n d i c a t e s the p o t e n t i a l f o r t e c h n o l o g i c a l 
studies d u r i n g the p r e h i s t o r i c p e r i o d . 

H i s t o r i c a r c h a e o l o g i c a l remains described above have the 
p o t e n t i a l t o f u r t h e r dociiment the a c t i v i t i e s of the U.S. 
Lighthouse Service i n t h i s area from the f i r s t l i ghthouse keeper 
i n the mid 19th century t o the l a s t keeper i n the 1940s. 
S t r u c t u r a l remains of the Keeper's House and other r e l a t e d 
o u t b u i l d i n g s can help r e c o n s t r u c t the e n t i r e layout of the 
s t a t i o n . D e t a i l e d a n a l y s i s of occupational r e l a t e d features 
i n c l u d i n g p o t e n t i a l t r a s h areas, probably two p r i v i e s and a t 
l e a s t one w e l l can provide important s o c i a l , c u l t u r a l and 
economic i n f o r m a t i o n on the l i v e s of Head Keepers' and t h e i r 
f a m i l i e s as w e l l as A s s i s t a n t Keepers' and t h e i r f a m i l i e s . This 
i n f o r m a t i o n can be important i n r e c o n s t r u c t i n g the day t o day 
l i v e s of these people w h i l e not o f f i c i a l l y on duty. L i t h i c 
refuse deposits from masonry a c t i v i t i e s shaping g r a n i t e blocks 

*• *< can c o n t r i b u t e t e c h n o l o g i c a l i n f o r m a t i o n on g r a n i t e masonry 
p a r t i c u l a r l y as i t r e l a t e s t o lighthouse c o n s t r u c t i o n . Discarded 

;"X t o o l s may also be present i n g r a n i t e refuse deposits Excavation 
^ and a n a l y s i s of t i l l m a t e r i a l s from the stone wharf can document 

when the wharf was constructed and p o s s i b l y i d e n t i f y e a r l i e r 
wharf components i n o r p o r a t e d i n t o the present wharf. This 
i n f o r m a t i o n can p o t e n t i a l l y i d e n t i f y e a r l i e r maritime uses of the 
government I s l a n d l o c a l e . Archaeological survey and t e s t i n g can y 
also i d e n t i f y p o t e n t i a l a g r i c u l t u r a l s u r v i v a l s r e l a t e d t o pre 
1850-1860 use of the area. Each of the above sources can be ;A. 
important i n r e c o n s t r u c t i n g the complete landuse h i s t o r y of the 

1=' Government I s l a n d area and how t h a t area changed through time. 

, ^ ' ... (end) 
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

Verbal Boundary D e s c r i p t i o n ; 

The boundary of the nominated p r o p e r t y i s t h a t of the p a r c e l 
shown as "Gulf I s l a n d , " P l o t 10 on the accompanying d e t a i l of the 
Cohasset Assessor's Map #37. The northwest and no r t h e r n boundary 
of the p r o p e r t y i s the high-water mark on the shorelines of the 
Gulf River, Cohasset Harbor, and the mouth of Bailey's Creek. 
The p a r c e l i s bounded on the east by P l o t 11 of Cohasset 
Assessor's map #37 (see above) and on the south and west by 
Border S t r e e t . . 

Boundary J u s t i f i c a t i o n 

The boundary encompasses the e n t i r e 7.35-acre p a r c e l of land 
r e f e r r e d t o i n a deed of February 19, 1947, as "Minots Ledge 
L i g h t S t a t i o n , " which was declared surplus by the United States 
government i n 1946 and purchased by the town of Cohasset i n 1947, 
Except f o r a narrow 21,640-square-foot crescent of land conveyed 
to the town of Cohasset i n 1935 f o r the widening of Border 
St r e e t , t h i s i s the p r o p e r t y t h a t was designated as the Minot's 
Ledge Shore S t a t i o n Reservation from the time of the b u i l d i n g of 
the second lig h t h o u s e on Minot's Ledge i n 1855-1860, 

J • (end) 
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901 Memorial Boulder 1968 NC 0 

Park f l a g p o l e 1990 NC 0 

Park benches (4) ca. 1968 NC 0 

Harbormaster's O f f i c e ca. 1975 NC B 

S a i l i n g Club Headquarters 1970 NC B 

S a i l i n g Club Storage B u i l d i n g 1960s NC B 

Granite r e t a i n i n g w a l l a t beach ca. 1980s NC 0 

S a i l i n g Club f l a g p o l e ca. 1970s NC 0 

TOTAL RESOURCES: 13 C o n t r i b u t i n g , 9 Noncon t r i b u t i n g 

3 C o n t r i b u t i n g B u i l d i n g s 3 Noncontributing B u i l d i n g s 
3 C o n t r i b u t i n g Structures 6 Noncontributing Objects 
6 C o n t r i b u t i n g Objects 
1 C o n t r i b u t i n g Sites 
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March 3 1 , 1994 
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INTERAmcrMSOURCCS DIVISION 
NATIONAL WM«C SERVICE 

Carol S h u l l 
N a t i o n a l Register of H i s t o r i c Places 
Department of the I n t e r i o r 
N a t i o n a l Park Service 
P.O. Box 37127 
Washington, DC 20013-7127 

Dear Ms. S h u l l : 

Enclosed please f i n d the f o l l o w i n g nomination form: 

Government I s l a n d H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t , Cohasset (No r f o l k County), 
Massachusetts, 02025. 

The nomination has been voted e l i g i b l e by the State Review Board 
and has been signed by the State H i s t o r i c Preservation O f f i c e r . 
The owner was n o t i f i e d of pending State Review Board 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n 3 0-75 days before the meeting and was a f f o r d e d the 
op p o r t u n i t y t o comment. The Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
has received a l e t t e r of support from the pres i d e n t of the 
Cohasset Lightkeepers Corporation. 

Sincerely, 

Betsy Friedberg 
N a t i o n a l Register D i r e c t o r 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

enclosure 

cc: Noel Ripley, Chairman, Cohasset H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
David Wadsworth, Cohasset H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
Edwin Tebbetts, Chairman, Board of Selectmen 
Anne McCarthy Forbes, Preservation Consultant 
Richard Hayes, L i b r a r i a n , Paul P r a t t Memorial Public L i b r a r y 

Massachusetts Historical Commission, Judith B. McDonough, Executive Director, State Historic Preservation Officer 
80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116-4802 (617) 727-8470 Fax: (617) 727-5128 TDD: 1-800-392-6090 

Office of the Secretary of State, Michael J. Connolly, Secretary 



TOWN OF COHASSET 
BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

41 Highland Avenue 
Cohasset, Massachusetts 02025 

Tel: (617) 383-9900 

Fax: (617) 383-1630 

A p r i l 13, 1994 

Congressman Gerry E. Studds 
1212 Hancock S t r e e t 
Quincy, MA 02169 

Dear Congressman Studds: 

The Town o f Cohasset's Board o f Selectmen wishes t o e n l i s t 
your assistance i n g e t t i n g expedited approval o f i t s a p p l i ­
c a t i o n t o the Na t i o n a l Register o f H i s t o r i c Places f o r the 
Government I s l a n d H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t . 

The e f f o r t t o b r i n g the a p p l i c a t i o n t o t h i s p o i n t i n the 
process has been a community e f f o r t , and t h i s p r o p e r t y 
deserves prompt r e c o g n i t i o n f o r i t s h i s t o r i c a l s i g n i f i c a n c e , 

Thank you f o r your assistance. 

Very t r u l y your; 

Gregory J. Doyon 
Executive Secretary 

GJD:ew 
E n d . 
cc: Noel Ripley 



GERRY E. STUDDS 
T E N T H Dis'.nicT. M A S S A C H U S E T T S 

COMMITTEE ON MERCHANT MARINE 

A N D FISHERIES 

CHAIRMAN 

S U B C O M M I T T E E O N E N V I R O N M E N T 

AND N A T U R A L R E S O U R C E S 

CHAIRMAN 

C O M M I T T E E ON ENERGY 

A N D COMMERCE 

S U B C O M M I T T E E O N H E A L T H 

AND THE E N V I R O N M E N T 

S U B C O M M I T T E E O N T R A N S P O R T A T I O N 

AND H A Z A R D O U S M A T E R I A L S 

Congregg of tfje WLnitth ^tatt^ 
illousie of Eepre£ientattt)e£( 

WASHINGTON 

237 CANNON euiLDiNG 

WASHINGTON, DC 2 0 5 1 5 - 2 2 1 0 _ 

202-225-3111 

SOUTH SHORE 1-800-794-9911 

QUINCY 

1212 HANCOCK STREET 

QUINCY. MA 02169 

BHOCKTON 

FEDERAL BUILDING 

1 66 MAIN STREET 

BROCKTON. MA 02401 

PLYMOUTH 

225 WATER STREET, SUITE 401 

PLYMOUTH, MA 02360 

CAPE COD AND ISLANDS 1-800-870-2626 

HYANNIS 

146 MAIN STREET 

HVANNIS, M A 02601 

A p r i l 25, 1994 

Ms. Marilyn M e r r i l l 
US Department of the I n t e r i o r 
Room 3210 
1849 C Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20240 

I am contacting you on behalf of my constituent, Mr. Gregory Doyon, 
Executive Secretary f o r the Town of Cohasset. I would appreciate 
your e f f o r t s to expedite the application f o r the Government Island 
H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c to be l i s t e d on the National Register of Histo r i c 
Places. 

Please respond to Mary Lou Butler i n my d i s t r i c t o f f i c e at 1212 
Hancock St, Quincy, MA. 02169* 

Very respectfully, 

Gerry E. Studds 
MC, 10th D i s t r i c t , MA 
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Honorable Gerry E. Studds 
Member, United States House of Representatives 
1212 Hancock Street 
Quincy, MA 02169 

Dear Mr. Studds: 

Thank you for your letter on behalf of your constituent Mr. Gregory Doyon regarding the 
Government Island Historic District, Norfolk County, Massachusetts. We are pleased to inform you 
that the Government Island Historic District was listed in the National Register of Historic Places on 
May 12, 1994. 

The National Register is the official list of the Nation's cultural resources worthy of preservation. 
The National Register is administered by the National Park Service under the Secretary of the Interior 
in partnership with the State historic preservation offices. Properties listed in the National Register 
include districts, sites, buildings, structures, and objects significant in American history, architecture, 
archeology, engineering, and culture. The listing of a property in the National Register often changes 
the way communities perceive their historic resources and gives credibility to efforts of private 
citizens and public officials to preserve these resources as living parts of our communities. 

We appreciate your interest in the Government Island Historic District and in the historic preservation 
programs of the National Park Service. 

Sincerely, 

''a/ Jerry L. 'RogMS 

Jerry L. Rogers 
Associate Director, Cultural Resources 

and Keeper of the National Register 
of Historic Places 

Copy to your Washington, DC office 

bcc: 001-Kennedy 
400-Rogers 
400-Bowers 
202-CCU 
190-Congressional Liaison 
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