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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

painted 
chimney 

beneath
each. The 'wing roof 'ia' pierced by two gabled dormera on each side.   .  :;, Batten shutters 
are at the wlndowa on the first and second stories. All of the doors and windows have 
simple wooden surrounds. On th* first story, the windows have six-over-nine lights, 
while the aecond-ntory windows and dormer windows have six-over-six lights.

On'th* east of the house there are modern awnings over the main and wing doors as 
wall 'as'a'twentieth-century screened porch and a patio. To the west of the house, 
thur* la a twentieth-century kitchen wing which was built on the site of an earlier 
back porch.- = -

' "V'^.f,"./;^;^;'^'-^'yV V J< ^ •>'••'v*fev;iv-- -i v' ; -uV^.••••••'. ; ' •. .',.••' • ... \; '••• • -- : :-''V-'••<•,'.•
The'^f'ir s't ff ioor|^^
a parlbrta^fa^stairhailV the partition them was removed in the 1930' a.
There arefthree^rbomsland ; a hair on the second floor of the main section. Oti th* first.,
floor of the1win^''^are"wer* origtrwlly four roona: the dining room,the chamber, 
tha back «tnirhall,: and the kitchen. The partition wall between the back stalrhall 
and the Xitc^h iiaa: rettbved in the twentieth century. Two rooma are on the aecond 
floor, ; An origihail doorway connacta th* atairhall of tha main section to the 
dining xoon^of the wing,

' -^.'^' ^(IvV^'i-  % ' ; -; '••'•? ^'''^-•-'•'-•- : '-:--^ '"   -vv^;;^\V«:^VX :v:'4: ; ~1 .-" v / . ' ' ' '    '.....
The parlbxrl f«a'tureB''a well-executed 'chimney; breast, surba.se, and bas«. A; fully 
developed cbriiice isvaJrour^ *l«e In the 
room. Tha overmantel/ which contains^^central plaatered area/ is flanked by 
two smaller piaster panels oh each side;" There ia reeding under the mantel shelf. 
Th* base and surbaae return int-o th« front of the chimney breaflt. A sirple surbas* 
(or chair rail)* and base surround tha room.

^nii^art^^turn^ Staircase ;ris in the southwest corner of the room. 
newel arid square balusters!appear to be later than the staircase. Tha chair 

rail follows the stair to the second floor.

The three chambers and hall on the second floor of the main section have original, 
random-width wood floors and exposed beadad beams.

In ^e^wing:there are corner fireplace*,; chair rail, base! and original floors 
in the dining room and chamber. The fireplace'.in the dining room is larger than the 
one in; the ehajober and closely resembles the parlor fireplace in ita cornice, 
overmantel, mantel shelf, and reeding. Th* chamber fireplace has a plastered 
overmantel and some wood panelling. . .The chair rail tn both rooms is mots 
elaborate than that in the main" section of the house. A built-in corner cabinet 
is in tha dining room. *t originally had wooden doors that were removed in the 
twentieth century.

i
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TtM roow which coqpriSM th« origin*! kitch«n «nd bacX BtalrMll and th« prei«nt 
 tftircai* »r« tv:*nti*th century in detail) how«v«r, th«   cond floor of th* wing 
r*t*ini its original randon-width wood floors *nd ori9inal siBplicity.

The Colwwi HOUM frc«* Kinga Highway and sit» to tha w*it of tha road. Today, 
twentl*th-c«ntury «tjtuctut«* intruda on th« hou»« which one* atood «lon« on thii 
portion of U.ngi Highway. It h*« da*p front and back yardi, but the north and 
south yards ars narrow and houmt on th* adjacent lot* are built up to the property 
lines.
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The"ColemaniHouse.is an.outstanding *xanple of the early-nineteenth-century rural 
architecture once common ,t<i the Lewes area. Much'of the original detail'of the 
house, remains. " " ,, . ,i' • , ' " ''".-"''•!..

It iatflignificant; that the house:"retains"^itsL original'floor.pl^ 
arrangement1 of rooms was once quite popular in Lewes, but the1 Coiamari House is 
th* only one ; of-its kind remaining. The main section consists of a parlor and 
stairhall,while the wing-has a modified aide-hall plan with corner fireplaces. 
Although two partition: walls have been removed, the original floor plan is evident.
•':^ferfe- :.--:^ .••"••• ; -I •;:-'' ;i':'.\": 1 , .• ; - :. ..; ";. -::.;-.C';: ':-'.; ' -- •••^••^'' • ••^'^•^••••^. .. -v..' ; . 

The fireplaces, those Vin- theparlor, } din IrVg rooin, and first-flobV chamber/'are 
noteworthy; v They are well Wftcuted 9JA 'h«yo similar plaaterworK and panelling. 
The dining room corner; fireplace lias identical detail to th* parlor fireplace, 
including cornice, plaster and panelled overmantel, mantel shelf, and reeding. 
The chamber corner fireplace is less elaborate, but similar in its single- 
panelled overmantel. ...

The built-in';cbrrier cabinet in th« dining room retains its original shelving and 
lower wooden doors. Its upper doors were removed in the twentieth century.

• ': ^V^-^V '^fi'-iM-^;v.^;;v; ^;-;.'•;.• ':'•. •- ::^'i:^~-^:^--••';-.:*. -;; •• ---^ ••.•.;• . • •• .."'• ^'v:••.•.:.":''•' ;.. .- 
The 'briginai^detail^remaining in the Coleman House includes the pin* random-width 
flwrs in;all rooBs except the kitchen of the wing, the chair rail and base in the 
parlor, dining room,and chamber, the window lights and surroundq, the panelling 
and plasterwork around the fireplaces, the exposed beaded beamti on the second 
floor of th* main section, the panelled doors in most of the rooms of the house, 
and the main staircase.

The Coleman House is''typical of eighteenth and early-nineteenth-century Lewee 
houses in its well-executed detail on the first floor and simple detail on the 
second floor, including exposed beaded beams.

Thomas Coleman, a wealthy;Lewes landowners-arid silvernaith, wag the '»on of William 
Coleman, also a Lewes silversmith, and was born on January 10; 1790. He first married 
Hancy Halton and they had on* daughter, Ellen Prettyman coleman. When Nancy Coleman 
died, Thomas Coleman married Margaret A. Maull and they had no children. H* di*d 
on June 1, 1868 and wa* buried in the L*wes Methodist Episcopal Cem*t«ry. Colenan 
built his hous* around 1815* The house remained in his family until the early 
part of the twentieth century. Today th* httia* consists of an apartment in tha 
main section and another in the wing.
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Namei Coleman Houa«
locationi 422 King* Highway, tewes, Delaware
Photographer: Sue FOX
Data i September 1976
Location of Negative: Division of Historical

and Cultural Affiars
Descriptioni facade (east aid*) of house 
Photograph Humbert 1





Namej^Coie»an House
Location: 422 Kings Highway, U**s,

Photo?r aphar : John Pur nail
location of Nagativ*: Division of Historical and

Cultural Affair* 
D««cription: facad* of houaa b«fora it waa painted

i«d and bafota th* addition of th« front
porch 

Phonograph NUHbart 2
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Namet Coleman Hcusc
Location: • 422 King* Highway, Lewes, Delaware
Photographer: Joan Norton
Date: September 1976
Location of Negativet Division of Historical and

[Cultural Affairs 
Description i facade of houae showing details of

domera and box cornioai 
Photograph Ntonben 3
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MMtti ' Colsman HOUM
Location! 423 Klngi Highway, L*w*s, Delaware
Photographftrt Su* Fox
D«t*i S«pt«b*r 1976
Location of H«9»tiv*: Division of Historical and

Cultural Affairi 
DkBcriptiom Mtail of box cornice of wing, dormer,

and shingles 
Photograph Nunbtrt 4
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Km*t Colnun nous*
Loc«titxu 4Z2 King* FUahway, l*was, D*l*w*r«

i Jowi Norton 
Locition of H*g*tiv»t Divi*ion of Htctoricul and

Caltvt*! A£f«ir* 
D«»ratiptioni North *nd of ving 
Photograph Mwbart S
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Nan*t ColMnan HOUB*
Locationi 422 King* Highway, Lews, Delaware
Photographers Joan Norton
batet S*pt««t»r 1976
Location of Negative: Dlviiion of Historiciil and

Cultural Affaira
Dtacri^ioni South or raar of houaa 
Photograph Nunberi 6





tfawftt Coltnan HOUM
Loeatibnt' 422 Kinga Highway, L«w*s,
Photographer t Jean Norton

Loc*tion of He^atlvvt Dlviaion of Hiitocical
Cultural Affair* 

Description i Chlwwy bre**t In parlor of main portion
of houktt 

Photograph Kinban 7





Namei Coleman House
Location: 422 Kings Highway, Lew*, Delawar*
Photographen Joan Norton
Datct August 1976
Location of Negative: Division of Historical and

Cultural Affairs
inscription: Stairway in main portion of house 
Photograph Nuriberi 8





422 King* Highway, L«W*B, Delnwar* 
Photog*aph*r: J6*n Norton 
Dat«: AuqUit 1976 
location of N«gativttt Diviaion of Hietoric*!

•nd. Cultural Affaire 
Descriptioni Origin*! flooring In second tloot of

Ht&irt portion of house 
Photograph Numb*n 9
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--4- : ;V; --'V ^Jl-^'^fe'- >'
ttane: ^Colwnan House ,'
Locat^ioiii^/422 King* Highway, Lewia, Delaware
Datet ^Sept«nb«r 1976
Photographer tit Sue Pox ;
Location of Negativei Division of Historical and
cultural Affairs 

Deeeription: Corner cabinet (built-in) located in
dining room of wing 

Photograph Numberi 10





NameV;c:cjl««iim House
Location i; '432 Kings Highway, La we a, Delaware
Datei Sctptonbftr 1976
Photographeri Sue Fox
Location of Negative Division Of Historical and
cultural Affaire 

Description: Detail of corner fireplace in
room of wing 

Photograph Hwbert 11
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