- United States Department of the Interior

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
1849 C Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C, 20240

The attached property, the Coleman House, in Sussex County,
Delaware, reference number 77000392, was listed in the National
Register of Historic Places by the Keeper of the National
Register on 4/11/1977, as evidenced by the FEDERAL
REGISTER/WEEKLY LIST notice of Tuesday, February 7, 1978,
Part Il, Vol.43, No. 26, page 5185. The attached nomination form
is a copy of the original documentation provided to the Keeper
at the time of listing.
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: In th twing:
“in the Aining room and chamber. -’ The fireplace in the dining room is'larger than the

na bay; two-story . 84 1.'-‘911%',-4 i

1 sframe’ wing. 'rhe cyprend hingh siding on hot:h PArts -has: been. painted
. “interio o:d “chimney ‘on’the’sduth' of the housaand an interier chimney
inthe cent- of tha ing. noth |hi.nglod roofs are pitchody & box cornice is beneath
each.- :The’ "wing’ Yoot 13 piarccd by two gablod dormers on each side. Batten shutters

are at the windows on'the first-and second stories.’ All of. the doors and’ windows have
simpls wooden surxounds. On the first story, the windows have six-aver-nine lighta,
whue the n-cond-ntory windowl ‘and dormer windov- have six-ove:'-s!.x lights.

On tht eant-. o! the houn I:he:e are modarn awnings over the masn and wing doors as
well ‘ds"a twentieth—century screened poxch and a patlo. To the west of the house,
thexe'is a' twehtieth-cantury kitchen wing which was built on the site of an ear].ier

tion onsiats of ‘sne large roon which originany was

The ﬁ.:st; Flooriof)the’ uin
rtition wall between them was removed in- the 1930's.

117 the:
There are’ threefg:ow nd’.a hall on the second floor of the main section. O the first
floor-of the wi.itq’thare were originally four rooms: the dining room,the chamber, .

the back’ atnirhnll:”,' and ‘the kitchen. The partiticn wall between the back stairhall
“the' en; Wi mved in the twentieth century. Two rooms are on ‘the . second

'I'he pa:lo 3 well—executed ch.uamy‘buast, surbage, and basé. A funya
developad cornice’ 18 u:ound the chinmy brense, but appears nowhere else in the
room. : The: ovamntel, whieh conui.ns a“central pluteud area, is flanked by

two smaller’ plnatal: panels on- each s:l.de.‘.,' There is reeding under the mantel shelf.
The base and surbase return into the front of the chimney breast. A sirple surbase
{or cha:l.r rlu) anﬁ bage surround the room.

A cloaed-atrim:vquutor-tum' itnircue :inn in the southwest corner of the room.
The newel ‘and - square halusteu appen: to be later than the staircase. The chair
rail tonws the sta:l.r to the l!ecoml ﬂmr.

The thraa chambeu and hall on thl necond f.loor of. the min section have original
rarﬂom—width wood f:l.oorn nnd axpoud beadud heams.

ng there are comur f:lteplacu, chnir ran, hase, and originnl ﬂoou

one in'the chamber and closely resembles the. parlor fizeplace in its cornice,
overmantel, mantel shelf, and reeding. The chamber fireplace has a plastered
overmantel, and some wood panelling. . The chair rail in both rooms is more
elaborate’ than that in the msin section of the house. A built-in corner cabinet
is in tha dining room. It originauy had wooden doors that were removed in the

twentieth cuntury.
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.'l'ht roou whlch conpriul th- oriqiml ki.tch-n lmd back ltnithal.l and the present
staircass are tventieth century in detail; howevar, the second floor of the wing
ratains its oriq:l.nll rmdou-awidth wood floors ard original simplicity.

= Tha coluun Rouse fa:u xing- Hiqhway and sits ta the west of the roul Today,

, twentisth-century stiuctures intrude on the house which once stcod alone on this
portion of hings Highway. It has desp front and back yards, but the north and

t south yards are narzow and housas on the adjacent lots are built up to the property

3 lines.
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PEAIOD e AREAS oF smmncmce - CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW i
~PREMISTORIC ....Ancuwwm’- PACHISTONIC ._cwmumnr PLANNING _uyosun ARCHITECTUNE  _RELIGION
.-J‘W 1A0E ..&RCHIDI.MY HISTORIC ...CON.(H\MTION ._.I.AW . —SCIENCE
~ 15001899 —AGRIEULTUAE ~—ECONDMICE —LITERATUNE  —SCULPTURE
—1000-1680  ARpcuitecrume ~—EDUCATION —MILITARY —SOCIAWHUMANITANIAN
1700-1799  _ART ~—ENGINEERING ) —music —THEATER
X¥1800. 1008 —COMMERCE —EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT  __PHILOSOPHY . —TRANSPORTATION
— 1800 —COMMUNICATIONS ~=INDUSTRY POUTICUGOV!I"NlNT —OTHER (SPECIFY)
~—INVENTION
spscmc DhTts o _ . BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

) 'rhe éolmn l-louu s an, uututmdinq exomple ot ‘the oarly-ninq“,aenth-century rural
‘architectura cnce comnon t:a tha Lewes area. Much of the orig:lnal detnl of the
bouse rminu. , o

It in nigniﬂcant that' l:he houae rauinn;:l.tu oriqinal'-tlour plan;  The simple
‘arungamnt.“" oF. ‘rooms was once quite popular in Lewes, but the Coleman House is
_the only ‘one’ of:its kind. remaining.’ The main section’ connists of a parlor and
stairhall, while tha wing has a modified side-hall plan with corner ‘fireplaces.
altho ugh two' pa.tt::l.t:l.on wans iuwe bean reumed, the or;{giml Eloor plan it evident.

'x'he ﬁ.replace:, thou in ‘the pu.‘lor, din.lnq roum, amd fix st—ﬂoor chnmbnr, ‘are
notevoxthy. 'rhey are’well executed aid heve similar plntemrk and panelling.
The dining room corner fireplace has identical detail to the parlor fireplace,
including corn:lce. ‘Plaster and panelled overmantel, mantal shelf, and reeding.
The chamber corner. ‘fireplace is less elaborate, but similar in its single-

' p.manad ovamntcl .

'l'he buil .comer cabinat in tha unim ‘Yoom retnins its origiml shulvinq and
lower mod'n doors Its uppe!: doou weres removed’ in the twentieth anntury.'v: _

' House includeu thc pim randon-width
floors in: au roonl ucup- the kitchen of ‘the wing, the chair'rail apd base in the
parlor, dininq rocn, ‘and chamber, the window lights and surrounds, the panelling
and plagterwork’ arou.nd the -fireplaces, the exposed beaded beamn on the second
floor of the main uat:l.on. the panelled doors in most of the rooms of the house,
and f.he mnin auircan. )

- L ( . v

The Colmn Houu isftypicnl of eighteenth anﬁ enrly-nineteenth-eentury I.ewes
houses in its well-executed detail on the first floor amd nhnple detail on the
second f:loor, :I.ncluding expomd beaded bem

Thomas - culemnn, a wanlthir chen lardowner‘lm silvumith, was the aon of wil].:lu
Co:l.mn, also a Lewes lilvurm:lth, ‘and was_born on Jahuary 10, 1790., He first married
Nancy Walton - and thay had one dnughtnr, Ellen Prettyman. Coleman.: ﬂhen Nancy Coleman
died,. 'x'bmu Colenan married Margarst A. Maull and they had ‘no childrcn. He died

"on June'l, 1868 and was buried in the Lewes Methodist’ Episcopal Cemetary. Coleman
built his house around 1815.. The house remained in his family until the sarly

part of the twentieth century Today thea house consists of an apartment in tha

min section and another in the wing.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DE TION

The Coleman House is bounded on the east by Kinq‘l H:lghway, amd on the
north, west, and scuth by its side and back property lines.
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‘Name: Coleman House

Yocation:s 422 Kings Highway, liewes, Delaware

Photographer: Sue Fox

Date: Ssptember 1976

Location of Negative: Division of Historical
and Cultural Affiars

Daescription: facade (east side) of house

Photograph Number: 1



MR U IS e i e

b ma e e e e

FE——— e

L



Name _ leman House :
Location: - 422 Kings Hiqhway. Leawes, Delawars
Date:: ,1971 :
Phot.oq:aphors -'.rohn Pu.tnall.
Location of Negative: Division of Historical and
Cultural Affairs :
Description: facade of house befors it was painted
red and bafora the addition of the front
porch
Fhotograph Numbar: 2
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Name: Coleman Hcuse

Location: * 422 Xings Highway, Lewes, Delaware

Photographer: Joan Norton

Date: September 1976

Location of Negativae: Division of Historical and
iQultural Affairs

Description: facade of house showing details of
dormars and box cornices

Photograph Kumbar: 3
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4:2 ungl ‘Highway, Lewes, Delawars

Photoguphu-: Sue Fox

Data: uptﬂbﬂ: 1976

Location of Nagative: Division of Historical and
Cultural Affairs

Description: Detail of box cornice of wing, dormer,
and shingles

Photograph Nusber: 4
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Kame: Coloman Rouse

Locatickt: 422 Kings Righway, Lewes, Dalaware

Date: Seaptamber 1976

Photoyraphers Joan ¥orton

Lacation of Negative: Division of Historicel and
Cultural Affairs

Description: Hoxrth end of wing

Photograph Bumber: §
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Nane: lman House

tocauons 422 nngl Highway, Lawes, Delaware

Fhotographer: .Joan Norton

Date: Ssptesber 1976

Lotation of Negative: Division of Historical and
cultural Affairs

Pescription: South or rear of house

Photograph Number: 6
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Ilhnz 'Colnmn Huuu

tocation: 422 H.nga Highway, Lewes, Dalawareg

Photoqrnplnrs ‘Joan Norton

Date: August: 1976

Location of Negative: Division of Historical ard
Cultural Affaics .

Description: Chimney breast in parlor of main portion
of house

Photograph Number: 7
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Name: Coleman House

Location: 422 Kings Highway, Lewes, Delawars

Photographer;  Joan Norton

Date: August 1976

tocation of Negative: Division of Ristorical and
‘Cultural Affairs -

bascription: Stairway in main portion of house

Photograph Number: B
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Ioc&t:ian. ‘422 Kinq: Highvay, Lawes, Delawvars

photographar: ‘Joan Noxton

Datam: /. Auguat 1976 - .

Locntim of Negat!.vot pivision of Hiatorir:n »
and Cultural Affairs oo '

Description: Original flooring dn sacond floor of
main portion of house

Photograph Numbar: 9
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".‘42211'!1:19- Highway, Lams, Dalaware
Septgnhez: 1976

Phot.oguphst: hSu! Fox !

Location of uegntivu Division of Historical and
Cultural Affairs

Despription: Corner cabinet (built-in} located in
dining room of wing

Fhotograph Number: 10
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Name Ccrlaman noﬁsa
mcntiom -422 ‘Kings Highway, lLewes, Dalaware
Date; Baptenbu‘ 1976
Photographcrs Sus Pox
Locnt:lon ‘of Negative: Division of Historical and
. C’lﬂtural Affairs
Description: Detail of corner fireplace in dining
room of wing
Photograph Number: 11
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EWTRIES IN THE NATIOWAL REGISTER
STATE  DELAVARE

Date Entered APR 1 1 w77

Name | Logatien

Lewes

Coleman House
Sussex County

Also Wotified
Hon, William V., Roth, Jr.

Hon. Joseph R, Biden, Jr.
Houn. Thomas ®. Evans, Jr.
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