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Recorded by Margo Webber 

O r g a n i z a t i o n Anderson N o t t e r F i n e g o l d I n c . 

Date j „np . . 1QR1 

Area Form no. 

3000 124 

^-Addres s 1I39-55 Main Sts&er^ 

^ H i s t o r i c Name C o l o n i a l Block (p 5/W? fi-) 

Use: O r i g i n a l Commerc i a l / r e s iden t i a l 

Present Commerc i a l / r e s iden t i a l 

Ownership: [ E P r i v a t e i n d i v i d u a l 
P r i v a t e o r g a n i z a t i o n 

P u b l i c 

O r i g i n a l owner p^^r.^^ j . _ MO^C,^ 

DESCRIPTION: 

Date 1902-1905 

Source S p r i n g f - i P i ^ P o p u h l i ^ f i r i 

S t y l e Georgian Rev iva l 

A r c h i t e c t / B u i l d e r : Pascal Morse 

E x t e r i o r w a l l f a b r i c B r i c k 

O u t b u i l d i n g s none 

M a j o r a l t e r a t i o n s ( w i t h da tes) 

Souther s e c t i o n added, 1905; S t o r e f r o n t s 

r emode l l ed , 1974 

Moved no Date 

Approx . acreage Less than 1 acre 

S e t t i n g Urban con tex t f r o n t i n g on Main 

S t r e e t among b u i l d i n g s o f s i m i l a r s i ze 

and t y p e . 

Assessor ' s Map #312 
UTM Ref: 18/699580/4663530 
S p r i n g f i e l d South Quadrangle ( S t a p l e a d d i t i o n a l sheets here) 



CRITERIA STATEMENT: 

The CoLoniaL Block possesses i n t e g r i t y of Location, design, s e t t i n g , materials and workmanship. 
Constructed i n 1902-05, i t ref l e c t s the southward expansion of the downtown; i t is unusual 
i n i t s mixed commercial/residential use and serves as a highly v i s i b l e t r a n s i t i o n point • 
between the downtown and resi d e n t i a l neighborhoods beyond. Additionally, i t is a 
pa r t i c u l a r l y well detailed and executed building of the period which remains nearly i n t a c t . 
I t meets c r i t e r i a A & C of the National Register of Historic Places. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (describe important a r c h i t e c t u r a l features and 
evaluate i n terms of other buildings w i t h i n community) 

The Colonial Block i s a representative example of Georgian Revival motifs adapted to 
commercial architecture. Within the downtown survey area, i t i s unusual i n that the 
upper floors were designed f o r r e s i d e n t i a l use during a period of development that was 
nearly entirfely focussed on commercial and o f f i c e expansion. The prominent five-story 
biailding has a rounded bay at i t s northwest comer. The long facade also features 

•.^ro.jectin.g bays which create a rhythmic undulating e f f e c t . This e f f e c t i s carried 
'through at the comice l e v e l , where the projecting Classical d e t a i l i n g also projects 
t o follow the forms Qf the bays along the facade. The northern section was completed i n 
1902. The southern section was completed i n 1905 to match the design of the o r i g i n a l . 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (explain the r o l e owners played i n local or state h i s t o r y 
and how the b u i l d i n g r e l a t e s t o the development of the community) 

' ?'• 

The C o l o n i a l Block was e rec ted i n 1902-1905 by Pascal L . Morse, a l o c a l carpenter and 
r e a l e s t a t e owner. I t was b u i l t t o house Morse's own Real e s ta te o f f i c e , bu t was 
p r i m a r i l y specu l a t i ve i n n a t u r e . The g r o m d f l o o r con ta ined s to res and shops; the 
second f l o o r housed o f f i c e s and commercial \ises, w h i l e the th ree upper f l o o r s were 
r e s i d e n t i a l i n n a t u r e . The b u i l d i n g a l so conta ined C o l o n i a l H a l l , a l a r g e meeting .̂ , . 

' h a l l and cl \±iroom. .'}. * 

Over the yea r s , the tenants o f g r o m d f l o o r shops changed f r e q u e n t l y , r ang ing f rom 
dressmakers, d e n t i s t s and barbers t o men's f u r n i s h i n g s and a shoe s t o r e . A prime ' 
tenant was the Manhattan Supply Company, l a t e r t o become the Hirschen F u m i t u r e Cortpany. 
A f u m i t u r e s to re has f o r many years s ince served as prime t e n a n t ; i n the 1930 ' s , i t 
was Kane's F u m i t u r e , and more r e c e n t l y , Okun's . 

The b i i i l d i n g ' s s i g n i f i c a n c e i s l a r g e l y due t o i t s r o l e i n m a i n t a i n i n g the sou them 
b locks o f the downtown area as a v i a b l e commercial t rade cen te r during, the e a r l y 20th * 
cen tu ry , desp i te the i n c r e a s i n g i n c l i n a t i o n o f many merchants t o be c lose r t o the 

• t r a i n s t a t i o n and North Blocks area. The c o n s t r u c t i o n o f such a la rge and handsome 
b lock i n 1905 was i n s t r \ i m e n t a l i n s t r eng then ing the commercial focvis o f t h i s area 
and s t a b i l i z i n g i t f o r con t inued g rowth . 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 

B u i l d i n g Permits 
S p r i n g f i e l d S t r e e t D i r e c t o r i e s 
S p r i n g f i e l d D a i l y Republ ican, December 29, 1902, p . 4 
S p r i n g f i e l d D a i l y Republ ican , January 1 , 1906, p . 6 
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Â̂ epev 

Attest 

Entered In 
National Register 

Entered In tlia ^ y 
National Begiater ^p^eper 

Attest 

d in tha 
National fieclatar. 

. . „fi in tua 
Natioaal JSagtstea 
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A. C O M M O N W E A L T H OF M A S S A C H U S E T T S 
DLCflLC [ I Office of the Secretary of State 

M A S S . ^ . C H U S E T T S 294 Washington Street 
i_! I p j p £, { Boston. Massachusetts 
n i O I V J r i I L^ . 02108 MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY 

C O M M I S S I O N 617-727-8470 Secretary of State 

September 8, 19S2 

Mr. Joseph Okun 
160 Lynwood Drive 
Longmeadow, MA 01106 

Dear Mr. Okun: 

Thank you for your recent le t t e r supporting nomination of your property at 
1139-1155 Main Street (Colonial Block, #12^}) to the National Register of 
Historic Places. The State Review Board w i l l be informed of your position 
when they consider the Downtown Springfield Multiple Resource Area on 
September 8, 1982. A copy of the nomination form i s enclosed, as you re­
quested. 

Sincerely, 

Candace flen/ins 
Registraui-<in Director 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

enclosure 

CJ/pg 


