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MASSACH BETTS H STAR CAL AOMM S5 ON

294 Washington Street, Boston, M\ 02108

A-Addres S 1139-55 Main Ss&er”

A Historic Nane Colonial Block (p5/W?fi-)

AHOO (3x3" or 3x5", black 8§ white) Use: Original Commercial/residential
Staple toleft side of form
Phot 0 nunber Present Commercial/residential

Ownership: [E Private individual
Private organization

Public
Original owner pMr.AN j._mMOCH
KETGH MP

Draw nap show ng property's DESCRIPTION:

location inrelation to nearest

cross streets andother buildings Date  1902-1905

or geographical features.

Indicate north. Source  gpringf-i Pi A Popuhliffiri
Style Georgian Revival
Architect/Builder: Pascal Morse
Exterior wall fabric Brick
Outbuildings none
Major alterations (with dates)
Souther section added, 1905; Storefronts

| Zr

remodelled, 1974
N cp>6izieTr J
Moved no Date

Approx. acreage Less than 1 acre

Recorded by  Margo Webber Setting Urban context fronting on Main
Organization Anderson Notter Finegold Inc. Street among buildings of similar size
Date j,np.. 10R1 and type.

Assessor's Map #312
UM Ref: 18/699580/4663530
Springfield South Quadrangle (Staple additional sheets here)



CRI TER A STATBEMENT:

The CoLoniaL Block possesses integrity of Location, design, setting, materials and workmanship.
Constructed in 1902-05, it reflects the southward expansion of the downtown; it is unusual

in itsmxed commercial/residential use and serves as a highly visible transition point e
between the downtown and residential neighborhoods beyond. Additionally,itisa

particularly well detailed and executed building of the period which remains nearly intact.

[t neets criteria A& Cof the National Register of Historic Places.

ARCH TECTURAL SI GNI FI CANCE  (describe important architectural features and
evaluate i nterms of other buildings within community)

The Colonial Block is arepresentative exanple of Georgian Revival motifs adaptedt o
comrercial architecture. Wthin the downtown survey area, i tis unusual in that the
upper floors were designed for residential useduring a period of devel opnent that was
nearly entirfely focussed on conmmercial andoffice expansion. The prom nent five-story
hiailding has a rounded bay at it snorthwest comer. The long facade also features
«.Mo.jectin.g bays which create arhythmc undulating effect. This effect iscarried
"through at the com ce level, where the projecting Classical detailing also projects

to followthe fornms ¢ the bays along the facade. The northern section was conmpletedi n
1902.  The southern section was conpleted in 1905to match the design of the original.

H STORICAL SIGNIFI CANCE (explain the role owners played i nlocal or state history
and how the buildingrelates t othe devel opment of the comrunity)

The Colonial Block was erected in 1902-1905 by Pascal L. Morse, a local carpenter and

real estate owner. |t was built to house Morse's own Real estate office, but was
primarily speculative in nature. The gromd floor contained stores and shops; the

second floor housed offices and commercial \ises, while the three upper floors were
residential in nature. The building also contained Colonial Hall, a large meeting N
"hall and cl\tiroom. o

Over the years, the tenants of gromd floor shops changed frequently, ranging from
dressmakers, dentists and barbers to men's furnishings and a shoe store. A prime
tenant was the Manhattan Supply Company, later to become the Hirschen Fumiture Cortpany.
A fumiture store has for many years since served as prime tenant; in the 1930's, it
was Kane's Fumiture, and more recently, Okun's.

The biiilding's significance is largely due to its role in maintaining the southem
blocks of the downtown area as a viable commercial trade center during, the early 20th *
century, despite the increasing inclination of many merchants to be closer to the

« train station and North Blocks area. The construction of such a large and handsome
block in 1905 was instr\imental in strengthening the commercial focvis of this area
and stabilizing it for continued growth.

Bl BLI OCRAPHY and/ or REFEREINCES

Building Permits

Springfield Street Directories

Springfield Daily Republican, December 29, 1902, p. 4
Springfield Daily Republican, January 1, 1906, p. 6
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A COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS

DLCALC [ | Office of the Secretary of State

MASS.".CHUSETTS 294 Washington Street
il pip £ { Boston. Massachusetts

niO | VJri LM, 02108 MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY
COMMISSION 617-727-8470 Secretary of State

Septenber 8, 192

M. Joseph kun
160 Lynwood Drive
Longneadow, NMA 01106

Dear M. kun:

Thank you f or your recent letter supporting nomnation of your propertyat
1139-1155 Main Street (Colonial Block, #12"}) totheNational Register of
Historic Places. TheState Review Board will beinfornmed of your position
when they consider theDowntown Springfield Multiple Resource Areaon
Septenber 8, 1982. A-copy of thenomnation formis enclosed, asyoure-
quest ed.

Sincerely,

Candace flen/ins

Registraui-<in Director

M assachusetts Historical Commission
encl osure

Gl pg



