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TCWh Barnstable (Ostervllle-Maln St.)
Atadress 1322 Main St.
Historic Name

Hp.rman Tsham Hniisp

Use: Present pffoml

Original residence, farm
CESCR PTI QW

Dat e c. 1747

Source Osterville Historical Society
Style  Georgian
Ardlitect unknown

Exterior Wall Fabric clapboard, shingle

Qut buildings large barn, shed, greenhouse

Major Alterations (with dates) None

Condition good

Moved no Date
Acesge 5668A 119/6

Setting rural/residontial aroa nnrl-h nf

11 agg>

Recorded by Candace Jenkins/Barbara Crosbhy

Organi zation Barnstable Historical Conm

Dat e 1986
Phote //95-4-A3



NATI Gai AL REG STER CRI TERI A STATEMENT (i f appl i cabl e)

The |sham House possesses integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship,
feeling and association. Itis significant primarily as a fine exanple of a Georgian
style cottage with a particularly elegant swelled console entry treatment. |t is enhanced
by retention of several outbuildingsand surrounding rural |andscape. The house thus
nmeets criterion C of the National Register of Historic Places.

AHTECTURL. S GNH GANE Describe inportant architectural features and evaluate in terns of
other buildings within the caranunity.

The Isham House i s a fine exanple of a Georgian style cottage with a full five bay facade
and central chimey. | trises 1 /2 stories to a gable roof and is extended by a one
story rear ell. Itssymmetrical facade is organized around a center entry with heavy
pilastered surround and swelled consoles enframing arectangular transom\jith radiating
mintins. Wndows have sinple surrounds and generally contain 66 sash which is probably
a 19th century replacement. An exception to this is inthe attic story where sone
original 12/6 sash remains. The Isham House is one of only three houses intown to

empl oy the elegant swelled console entry treatment.

HSTGRCL SGNACANE Explain the rol e owners played in | ocal or state history ad howv the
building relatesto the devel opnent of the coranunity.

Little i s known about the original owner of this house and the |sham nane i s not cormon

in Barnstable. |tshbest known occupant was Seth Weks, last survivor of the il | fated
whal er "Essex" which was sunk by a |arge whale on Novenber 20, 1820. Hernman Melville
devel oped the story of "Mby Dick" around this tragic event. \eeks was also master of

one of the last of Barnstable's whalers in 1847. H died on Septenber 12, 1887 at age 87.

Bl BLI OCSAFHy and/ or REFERENCES

Barnstable County Atlases 1858, 1880, 1907.

Trayser, Donald. Barnstable® Three Centuries of a Cape (od Town.  1939.
Barnstable, A Little Cuide to' Sone of Her Historic Scenes. 1939.
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State Barnstable Co., MA
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51. Hallett, Seth, House

52. Hallett, Capt. William,
House

53. Harlow Homestead

54. Hawley, Gideon, House

55. Hinckley, Capt. Joseph,
House

56. Hinckley Homestead

57. Hinckley, Nymphus, House

58. Hinckley, S. Alexander,

House

59. Hyannis National Guard

[tfkui. Armory Battery D of the
685th AAA Battalion

60. Isham, Herman, House
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

feham , Herman, Hoiise (Barnstable MRA)
Barnstable County
MASSACHUSETTS

CH resubmission

Working No.

/

Fed. Reg. Date:y"A"AN

Date Due
Action:

mi nomination by person or local government

¢ owner objection
1Z] appeal

Substantive Review:

Reviewer's comments:

Nomination returned for:

1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Category

4. Owner of Property

JAN, 2 T 98T

7

-ACEPT
.RETURN.
REJECT.

Federal Agency:

CD sample * request * appeal CH NR decision

Recom./Criteria.

Reviewer
Discipline
Date

see continuation sheet

.technical corrections cited below
.Substantive reasons discussed below

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

?. Description

Condition

excellent

Ownership Status Present Use
Public Acquisition Accessible
Has this property been determined eligible? * vyes Q no
Check one Check one
| | deteriorated unaltered e original site
I lruins altered nrtoved

CD good
e fair

unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

0 summary paragraph
CH completeness

CD clarity

CD alterations/integrity
1 Idates

¢ boundary selection

date.

— oM v
3-/'3-~7

7



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

CD summary paragraph

CD completeness

CD clarity

CD applicable criteria

CD justification of areas checked

CD relating significance to the resource

e context

CD relationship of integrity to significance
CD justification of exception

CD other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property

Quadrangle name
UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

13. Other

CD Maps L
CD Photographs
CD Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed Date

e

Phone..

Comments for any item may be continued on m attached sheet

GPO 91 8-450
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for this property
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