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3:15 east room Historic Kame "Dustin" House
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DESCRIPTION
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Source visual analysis

Style First Period
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Exterior Wdl Fabric Brick
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Magjor Alterations (with dates) Restoration
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windows and granite lintels

Condition Good
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Acreace 1.09 acres
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I NVENTARY FORM GONTI NUATI OGN SHEET CcnEurJ-ty: Forr. No:

HASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL  CCMNSSON HAVERHILL 51
Office of the Secretary, Boston

Property Naire: Thomas Dustin
n House

Indicate each item on inventory form v”~ch is being continued below.

SI GNI FI CANCE

The Dustin house retains integrity of location, design, workmanship and
materials i nitsFirst Period framng, plan andbrick work which enbody
distinctive characteristics of form and construction under Criterion

C The house i sone of a very small nunber of First Period masonry
buildings tosurvive i neastern Massachusetts and one of three included
in thepresent survey. As such t heDustin house provides a rare
opportunity tostudy' pirst Period brick masonry techniques. The
Flem sh bond with blackened headers of themajor facades adds t o our
limted know edge of First Period decorative brick work i nNew England.

The house gains added significanceas theonly exanple of a direct
entry, tworoom house plan identified i nthesurvey. While this
plan-type i sa comon 17th century form i nsuch places as Rhode Island,
It i srepresented hardly at al | anong surviving First Period buildings
in northeastern Massachusetts, where thevast majority of such
structures areof [obby entry, single or double cell i nplan.

The timber framed portions of t heDustin house (ceilings androof) are,
in decoration and framng techniques, closely related tothelarger
- group of First Period buildings constructed of wood.

EXTER OR DESCRI PTI ON

The Dustin House i sa 2 1/2 story brick structure, 3 bays wide andtwo
roonms deep. The walls of thehouse arelaid up i nFlemsh bond on t he
south (street) and east sides. Darkened headers ar eused t o enphasize
the design of thebond. The rear and |eft-hand side arelaid up i n
English "garden-wall" bond of one tothree rows of stretchers for every
row of headers. Corbelled brick string courses mark t hesecond story
and brick gable end. The north gable i sbuilt of wood and shingled.
There aresegmental arches i nthebrick work above doors and wi ndows.
The exterior walls display areas of patching, especially on thesouth
wal |l which was altered i nthel1l9th century by t headdition of two

wi ndov/s and a central door. (Theadditional wi ndows and door have now
been renoved.) The south and east facades were also fitted at an
intermedi ate stage with granite lintels and larger wi ndows thant he
present ones. | n1946, thestructure was purchased by t he Dustin

fami |y association andrestored with thehelp of Frank Chouteaux Brown,
one of thenost know edgeable restoration architects of theearly 20th
century.

A single early window remains i nt hebrick gable end. The chimey was
rebuilt against thebrick gable during therestoration.
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I N ENTARY FORM CONTI NUATI ON SHEET Ccranunity: Form No:

MASSACH BETTS H STACR CAL GCTM S5 ON HAVERHILL 51
Office of the Secretary, Boston

Property Naire: NINNNN
i0 Lis Q

Indicate each itemon inventory f omvdiich i s being continued bel ow.

M\ 70R FI RST PERI D FEATURES

First Period features i ntheform of ceiling framng ar eseen on both
floors. The house i sdivided into a larger east room and a smaller
west room on both floors. The stairs arecurrently i nthenorth east
corner of thewest room but physical evidence suggests that originally

the stairs were next tothefireplace i nthesouthwest corner of the
house.

In theeast roomthere i sa relatively large summer (c. 9" x 9") with
flat chamers, simple lamb's tongue stops at t hechimey girt and
triangular stops at theendwall. An unusual feature of the sunmer
beam i st hepresence of two tenons which go al |l theway throughthe
chimey girt and ar esecured from t hebottom of thechimey girt with
two pegs. Joists arespaced 20 t 021 1/2 inches on centers.

Upstairs, thechimey ti ebeami s8 by 9 1/2 inches i ndimension and
has no chamfer. The summer ti e beam 8 by 10 inches, has flat
chamf ers.

In theattic there arethree structural bays: t hechimey bay of 5
feet, 3 inches, themddle bay of 9 feet, 8 inches, and t heend bayof
10 feet. There areprincipal rafters, four purlins per slope, aridge
piece and struts between therafters totiebeans. A blackened area
next tothecurrent chimey nust indicate thelocation of an earlier

flue.

HI STORI CAL | NFORVATI ON

Deed research indicates that t hehouse was constructed by t heKi mbal |
fam |y and that consequently i twas not t hehone of Thomas and Hannah
Dustin. [ 1] The Dustin house was destroyed before 1740.

REFERENCES

1. Personal communication from Ann Armstrong Powell.
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