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The Angle Tree Stone i ssituated i na small clearing i na wooded area whichi s
surrounded by agricultural land. There arenoroads i ntheimmediate vicinity; % '
the Stone i sreached by a narrow right of way throughthefields. It was erected '™
in 1790 t omark t heplace where a tree had stood which identified theplace where

the boundary between t he Massachusetts Bay and Pl ynouth col onies changed direction.

The Angle Tree Stone i sa slate shaft fourteen feet high, two feet wide and four
inches thick. Acircle carved into thetopof theshaft i stheonly ornanmental
feature. The face of thenorth side of thecircle has "Massachusetts Col ony"
inscribed onit; "Plynouth Col ony" i sinscribed on thesouth side.

The following inscription i scutinto both faces of theshaft: "This monxinent,
erected by order of thegovernnent t operpetuatetheplace onwich thelate
station or angle tree formerly stood. The comm ssioners appointedby the old
colonies of Plymouth and Massachusetts t orunout and establish this linei n

1664 were Robert Studson, Constant Sout hworth, Josias Wnslow, Jos, Fisher, o o
Roger Clapp and El eazer Lusher. They began this work on t he 10th day of My,
the sane year, and marked a tree then standing on this spot, it being 3 mles

south of thesouthernnost part of theCharles River. Lemuel Kollok, Esg. was
appointed agent t ocause this monunent t obe erected. By an order of the

CGeneral Court theSelectnmen of thetowns of Wentham and Attleborough were present... ..
vi z: Samuel Fisher, John Witing, Nathan Hawes, Nat han Const ock and Nat hani el
Ware, Esquires of Wentham Fromthis stone theline runs due west the extent

of theComronweal th. Done at Wenthamthe 29th day of Nov. 1790, by Sanuel

Fi sher and Son."

The stone has begun t odeteriorate through exposure t ot heweather and because

of vandalism The slate has begun t ospall at t heedges, and graffiti has been
scrawl ed across thesurface. An iron railing was erected around t heAngle Tree
Stone totrytoprotect it fromvandals and souvenir hunters. The fact that t he
stone i sisolated protects it toacertain extent frommalicious .damage because

it issohardtofind, butits isolation also nmeans that it i sdifficult to police.

Potential plans for theAngle Tree Stone include thedevel opment of a small
park around t hestone, with interpretive materials available for educational
pur poses.
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The Angle Tree Stone marks a significant site i nMassachusetts, and has gai ned,
through its antiquity, significance i nits own right as a monunent.

The Stone i slocated on t heboundary between t heol d Massachusetts Bay Col ony

and Plynmouth Col ony established by theland grant given totheMssachusetts Bay
Gonpany by Charles | i n1628. The southernboundary of t he Conpany's domain was
designated as three mles south of thesouthernend of theCharles River. As

the inscription onthestone states, Robert Studson, Constant Southworth, Josias

W nsl ow, Jos. Fisher, Roger Clapp and El eazer Lusher were appointed as conm ssioners
in 1664 t osurvey t heboundary between t he Massachusetts and Plymouth col onies.
These conmi ssioners narked a tree where t hestone now stands, toidentify theplace
three mles south of thesouthernend of theCharles River where t he boundary
changed direction fromsouth west t odue west, and runs into theRhode Island
border.

The General Court of Massachusetts, i nChapter 37 of t heResolves of 1790,
directed "that a stone nmonunent be Erected on t he Southerly line of thed d Col ony
of Massachusetts i nthePlace where t helater Station or Angel (sic) Tree
formerly stood." and further resolved that "Lenuel Kollock Esgi: be a Conmittee t o
cause thesaid Monunent t obe erected.”

The line which was surved by t he conmissioners i n 1664 now marks t he boundary
between Norfolk County and Plymouth and Bristol Counties. The location of the
Angle Tree Stone i seasily identified on any map which shows this boundary,

because it i slocated at theonly angle and change of direction ontheentire line.
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Angle Tree Stone

'Historic

PLAINVILLE - The Planville
Historical Commission hes
reported that the Angle Tree
Sorne has been acoegpted by the
Nationd Park Service for listing
in the National Register of
Historic Places.

Confirmation of the listing wes
recalved Thurgday in a letter
from both Paul Guzz, secretary
of the Commonwedth, and
Elizabeth Resd Amedon, State
historic preservation officer.

AH historical aess in the
Nationd Park Sygem, together
with those properties digible for
designation as Nationd Higoric
Landmarks, are of national
dgnificance ad thus quaify
automatically for the Nationd
Regider.

Properties of date or locd
dgnificance are nominated by a
dateliason officer gppointed by

Place'

the governor and are placed on
the Regiger on gpprova by the
Nationd Park Service It was
through the efforts of the
Plainville Higtorical Commission
that the Ange Tree Sone wes
nominated and then acoepted for
this honor.

AUCTION

Sat., Feb. 14- 10 A.M.
at the VFW Hall

Eastside Road, Wrentham

Antique ond classic furniture, tables,
chairs, pine commode, maple twin
bedroom set, braided rugs, glassware,
china, many other household items.
AUCTIONEER
DICK BERGMAN
384-3629
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