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“The Swedish Pavilion, which is now situated in a historical
and recreational park at the south edge of Llndsborg is de51gned in
the pattern of a“turn-of-the-century Swedish manor house. The
rectangular two-story frame structure has two smaller one-story wings
flanking it. Arcades formerly connected the two wings to the main
building, and plans call for these arcades to be restored.

The main building faces south and is approximately 68 feet long
and 44 feet wide. All actual dimensions of the Pavilion are of course
based on the metric system. Red-painted wood shingles on wood framing
make up the exterior walls. The second story is located behind an
imposing gambreled hip roof.

The windows are simple rectangles with wood sills and heads
painted white. A reverse curve on the trim board at the window
head provides a decorative trim. Small semicircular windows are
located in the ends of the building.

The entrance feature on the south front projects into the roof
form and is terminated with a shallow curved roof. The second story
doors open onto a balcony which has not yet been reconstructed. Like-~
wise the first floor porch, columns and pediment have not been re-
placed.

The two smaller buildings, each of which measures 34 feet by 20 1/2
feet, in general copy the appearance of the larger. However, both of
them still retain their original metal roofs while the main building
now has a roof of gray composition shingles instead of its original
red clay tile. ‘

The interior is one large open room extending almost the height
of the building and capped by a frame false ceiling.

The general appearance of the Pavilion has not been greatly
changed but there are some specific differences. Besides the exterior
changes mentioned above, there are two chimneys missing from the east
and west ends of the upper pltch of the roof. Originally the exterior
of the Pavilion was of vertical panels and battens painted yellow.

The ultimate goal of the Smoky Valley Historical Association is
to restore the Pavilion to its original appearance insofar as possible.
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™ The Swedish Pavilion at Lindsborg was for.mére than 60 years
a vital part of the cultural life gf%ﬁgﬁhééy;éﬁllege and the Linds-
borg community. Opiginally built to house the Swedish government's
exhibit at the 196zist. Louis World's Fair, which was also known
as the Louisiana Purchase Expositign, the structure served as a
center for art studieswénd exhibff?gns from 1906 to 1969 .=

® The building, a replica of a Swedish manor house of the period,
was constructed in Sweden from native lumber. Plans for the interior
and exterior of the structure, as well as.the furniture, were pre-
pared by Swedish architect Ferdinand Bo rg, and the building was
shipped "pre-fab" to St. Louis. The interior of the building was
a large salon with a beamed ceiling and was decorated mainly in
white.~ A huge bronze candelabrum hung from the ceiling, and garlands
of flowers were draped from it to shields on the walls. Red-painted
furniture, displays of books, photographs, and maps, and the displays
of Swedish artwork all added to the attraction of the building,
which won a number of exposition awards. One of the two wings was
used for the office of the Swedish commissioners and the other for
press facilities.

Originally the building was scheduled to be burned after the
fair's conclusion, but William W. Thomas, a former U. S. minister
to Sweden and Norway, purchased the building early in 1905 and
presented it as it stood to Bethany College in Lindsborg. «Thomas
was a previous benefactor of the college and believed the building
should belong to the school because the founder of the college,

Dr. Carl A. Swensson, was instrumental in persuading the Swedish
. government to have an exhibit at St. Louis. Also, Bethany College
was the only college founded by Swedish immigrants within the bounds
of the Louisiana Purchase. \,

Lindsborg was settled in 1869 by a group of Swedish immigrants
led by Rev. Olaf Olsson, and it quickly became the center for a

. group of Swedish settlements in McPherson and Saline counties.
Succeeding Rev. Olsson in a leadership role was Dr. Carl Swensson,
who in 1881 founded Bethany Academy, the predecessor of Bethany
College. With his wife he was co-founder of the Oratorio Society
at Lindsborg, which has gained national fame for its interpretation
of Handel's "Messiah," in annual Holy Week performances. Swensson
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was deeply 1nvolVedflnH§fo;, ‘to make Bethany College and Linds-
borg the cultural ceﬁteﬁwéfffhe area, and to a great degree these
efforts were successful.

The people of Lindsborg absorbed the way of life of the Ameri-
cans, but were not themselves absorbed by it, proudly retaining
to this day the best of the-Swedish culture. Consequently the gift
of the Pavilion in l905b€€?;red citizens and local organizations to
fund raising efforts for moving the structure by rail to Lindsborg.
A report in the January 5, 1906, issue of the Lindsborg Record
said that the building had been assembled on the college campus
and all but the interior work was completed. Townspeople and
students worked hard to have the Pavilion ready for the annual
presentation of Handel's "Messiah" in April at which time the
building was used by the college art department for exhibits.
Altogether, approximately $2,500 was raised for moving and remodel~
ing expenses. The Pavilion was used by the art department of the
college until 1969.

Because several private concerns had made attempts to purchase
the Pavilion from Bethany College, the Smoky Valley Historical
Association in 1964 asked for and received an option on the build-
ing. The Pavilion was later sold to this organization and moved
from the campus to the 01d Mill Museum and Park in Lindsborg in
September, 1969. Plans were formulated to restore the building
and use it as a cultural center.

The Swedish Pavilion occupies an important place in the heri-
tage of Lindsborg, symbolizing as it does the community's Swedish
background and traditions. In spite of its small population (2,800)
Lindsborg ranks as one of the leading cultural centers of Kansas,
with a large concentration of resident artists and skilled crafts-
men; the Pavilion was for 63 years a center for college and community
art studies and exhibitions. Additionally, the building is unique
to Kansas because of its "pre-fab" construction in Sweden, its use
as an exhibition hall at the 1904 St. Louis World's Fair, its style
of architecture and its construction with Swedish bulldlng techniques
and metric measurements.

Lind, selma, Living in Lindsborg (Lindsborg, Lindsborg News-Record,
1967), p. 39.

Lindquist, Emory, "A Land Company and a Community: the Background
Factors in the Founding of Lindsborg, Kansas," The Swedish
Pioneer History Quarterly, vol. 9, no. 4 (October, 1958) ,
pp. 111-123,

Lindguist, Emory, "Prarieblomman: An Immigrant Community in Central
Kansas," reprint from The Swedish Immigrant Community in Transi-
tion (Rock Island, Ill., Augustana Historical Society, 1963),
pp. 63-77.
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