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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The origimal Chickesaw capitol (1855-58) is & log structure
approximately 14 x 24 feet. The hand-hewn logs have beer rechinked,
the hip roof reshingled. Otherwise it appears today mueh 28 it did
when it served the tribe as its first coumcil house at Good Spring
on Pemnimgton Creek a few hundred yards west of its present location.
Attached to the outside wall of the capitol, beside the fromt door,

is the tree trumk that served as the tribal whippimg post, a Chickasaw :

ingtitution until statehood im 1907.

The third and last Chickesew capitol (lﬂ&ﬁ*1907> is & faintly
Vietorian, not umhandsome structure of grey, block granite from the
Ten=uore~rock" quarry still in operatior rorthwest of Tishomimgo.

- It is & solid, three-story affair, approximstely 50 feet square, with

a crowning cupol&. An inviting arched doorway om the gouth and paired,

,turret-like ‘dortiers on each side relieve the building's otherwize some-

what severe limes, But for soms modermization om the secomd floor,
which comtaims the courtroom, the courthouse is much the same as it
was when used asg seat of government for the Chickasaw Nationm.

The log capitol is nmow enclosed irm a strictiy functional tile
block buildimg that the Oklahoma Historicsl Society is developimg as
& museum. It ig oper daily.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

In the 52 years it enjoyed complete imdepemdemce im the comduct
of tribal affairs, the Chickasaw Natiom used three capitols. Two
of these =~ the first amd the last ~ still stand, side by side, in
the Johmston county seet of Tishomingoe Together - as a museum and
#s coumty courthouse - they serve as an effective memorial to the
last of the Five Civilized Tribes to migrate from the Southeast to
pregent Oklshoma.

From the wimter of 1838-1839, when they begsrm moving west, until
1855, the Chickesaws were the somewhat reluctant sharers.of south-

‘eastern Indiam Territory with the Chootaws, who had come west some

years earlier. Outmumbered better thar three to ome by the Chootaws,
anrd relegated to the less developed ssctiom of the Choctaw Natiom,

the Chickasews were soon demanding & nation of their own. In 1848

the tribe had its first formal writtem constitutiom. Im 1855 a treaty
signed st Washimgton defimed the boundaries of the 4,707,903-scre
Chickesaw Natiom amd granted the Chickasaws "the umrestricted right

of self-govermment amd full jurisdiotiom, over persoms amd property.”

Tribel coumcil groumds had been established some years earlier
&t Good Sprimg om Pemnimgton Creek im what is mow the wegterm sectiom

_of Tighomingo. Here im 1853 a hewn-log coumcil house had been

erected. This log structure became the Natiom's first capitol im
August 1857 wher & mass comvention elected Cyrus Harris the first
tribal govermor. The capital became Tishomimgo City im homor of
Chief Tishomingo, the last Chickasaw war chisf, im Mississippi.

A two-story, red brick capitol, with cupole smd widow's walk,
wWhS completed in 1858 and the log capitol was moved to the Gov. Harris'
rearby farm, where it was used for a time as a smokehouse. Wheq )
the secomd capitol was destroyed by fire, a third and last was )
erscted. It was first used im 1896, Simoce 1907, whem Oklahoma be-
oame s state, it hes served as Johmstom County courthouse.

The log coumcil house, mesamwhile, was salvaged im the middle
19308 when it was brought back to town, plncgg,oxthe courthouse
grounds just wegt of the old capitol. Ia thh\}96 it was moved
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{NAME AND TITLE:

Keat Ruth, Deputy

ORGANIZATION

Oklshoms Historical Society

DATE

April 1971

STREET AND NUMBER:

Historiosl Building

CITY OR TOWN:

Oklshoms City

STATE CODE

Oklshoma

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law

89-665), 'I'hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
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_agein to a gite immediately east of the courthouse, where it was care-

In 1969 the Oklahome Higtorical Society protected it
with a cover buildimg that now serves as a museum.

Chickssaw capitols represemt more tham a century of growth end develop=-
mext of the tribe, as citizems of both the imdepemdent Chickasaw Nation

fully restored.
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¢ Johnston County Courthouse (Cﬁickésaw National Capitol, listed in National

Register on November 5, 1971)
Location: Capitol Ayenue, Tishomingo’, Oklahoma 40, Johnston County 069

q
Owner: Johnston County, Tishomingo, Oklahoma v

Description: Condition: .good, unaltered

The oldest structure currently in use as a county courthouse in Oklahoma, the
Johnston county Courthouse was built in 1898 ofrrough-cut pink granite blocks.
The building was originally the capitol of the /Chickasaw Nation. The great seal
of the Chickasaws is on one side of the cornerstone. The structure has attic
gables and.the overall style is influenced by Romanesque Revival architecture.
The building has a metal cupola and a tin roof, all painted with galvanized paint.
The tympanum areas .of the gables are decorated with triangular metal inserts
with a circular design. These inserts are also glavanized. The front entranceway
is recessed and has a Roman arch supported by polished, yellow granite columns.
The building has beaded mortar work, The original windows and doors have been
replaced by modern ones. ’

|

Significance: 1898; Builder/architect: Unknown '

The Johnston County Courthouse is particularly significant because of its
role in the history of the Chickasaw Nation. Built as their capitol building
in 1898, the Chickasaws sold the building to Johnston County in 1910. Since.
that time it has served the citizens of the area as the center of county govern-
ment. The structure's unusual Romanesque design makes it unique among the state's
courthouses, It is also the oldest courthouse in Oklahoma.

Acreage: Approx. l acre Quadrangleé: 1:24,000/7.5 minute

Verbal Boundary Description: All of Block 76 of original town of‘Tishomingo, OK

UTM: 14 713700 3790810




