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AREA FORM NO.
35

Town St oneham
0A™A
Address Main ~t Mapl e M/

Historic Nane  StonehamPublic Library
Original Oaner: Town of Stoneham
Present Omer; Town of Stoneham
Use: Present Library-
Original Library

DESCR PTI ON
Dat e 1Q04; 1931; 1983

Source Tovmhistories, records
Style ma. gqRir.al Revival
Architect unknown

Exterior wall fabric Brick

Out bui I dings None

Major alterations (with dates) Addition
extending structure. 1931; further enlarged
by addition of wing, south elevation. 1983.
Moved No Date N A
Approx. acreage 10.633 sqg. ft .

Setting Main Street; mxedcomercial,

residential zone.

UM Boston North Quad
19 327280 4704730

sheet s here)



ARH TECTURL. S GN H CANCE  (Descri be inportant architectural features and
eval uate in terns of other buildings within the comunity.)

The Stoneham Public Library is the town's best exanple of a public building in the
Classical Revival style. The one-story, one-bay deep, Roman brick building hasa
five-bay facade containing twoDoric entrance porticoes andparied 1/1 sash with

ornamental grillework. 1|t is capped by an asphalt shingled hip roof featuring a
central doned cupola with Doric colums. As originally built in 1904, the design
consisted of a three-bay wide by one-bay deep plan with a single central entry. In

1931, the plan was extended by t wobays, one of which contains the second entrance.
At that time, the cupola also was added. Thelibrary was further enlarged in 1983
by awi ng on the south elevatlpn; the 1983addition retains the onet-story height of

the earlier building andis constrticted of-the same Roman brick, but is nodern in -V
design.

HSTARCAL SGNHCGMNE (Explain  the role owners played inlocal or state
history and howthe building relates to the devel opnent of the commnity.)

The StonehamPublic Library possesses Integrity of location, design, setting, materials,
wor kmanshi p, feeling andassociation; itis significant as Stonehams best Classical
Revival style public building, for itslong-term associations with the Stoneham

Public Library andfor itsassociations with the Andrew Carnegie Foi mdation, which
endowed the original $15,000 building, andwith Stoneham s Brown family, prom nent

in lithe town's tanning industry, who donated $100,000 for the 1931 enlargenent of

the building. |t meets criteria A, BandC of the National Register of Historic
Pl aces.

M ss Annie Brown, the 1931 donor, was the daughter of Charles Brown, a prom nent
| eather tanner and a granddaughter of Wlliam Tidd, owner of the Tidd Tannery.

The Stoneham Public Library was founded in 1859, building on the collectionof
several private libraries. Leading citizens advocated the creation of the library,

including the Dike, Hill, andHurd families. Thelibrary occupied several |locations

in Central Square prior toconstruction of this facility, including portions of the
Dow Bui I ding (#46).

B B G3PHY and/ or REFHENES (nane of publication, author, date and publisher)

W Stevens, History of Stoneham p. 157.

M - 7/82
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Name  Stoneham Multiple Resource Area
State Middlesex County, MASSACHUETTS

Nomination/Type of Review : Date/Signature
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Pumping House Entered In tba
Natlonal RegiBter  Attest
52. Millard-Souther-Green House nA (deeper (VO </M<<<WN

Auom!| Begteter. A

53. (ddfellows Buil ding Entered Intba [ deeper MA'-\LALLNASHYANAAN
Nat i onal Regi ster A A
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54. Old Burying Ground nanan o~ onn 0 ef'feeper AN Ny My N Ay
Attest
55.  Shoe Shop- Doucette Ten
Footer mhatan*tl» Aerlait
56. Seele, John, House N'NRN®\\egtBtOr o<"eeper JSWNTYNNAMN W<ty VA AJFA
Attest
57. South School Aterei-i In the /Keeper p(U3. A .Ayryer [V A
National Beglteter
Attest
58. Soneham Firestation Entered In the "Nfteeper  yd't"\3ty-"/MyNAN YyA'IANA
National RegiBter A
Attest
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resubmission
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owner objection

appeal
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Working No.
Fed. Reg. Date
Date Due: S '3-

Action: ACI]EPT
Entered In tha -RETURN.
.REJECT _

Nat i onal Regi st er
Federal Agency:

Substantive Review: CH sample CZ request e appeal n NR decision
Reviewer's comments:
Recom./Criteria.
Reviewer
Discipline
Date
see continuation sheet
Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below
.substantive reasons discussed below
1. Name
2. Location
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
Public Acquisition Accessible
4. Owner of Property
5. Location of Legal Description
6. Representation in Existing Surveys
Has this property been determined eligible? * yes * no
7. Description
Condition Check one Check one
excellent | | deteriorated unaltered e original site
good CD ruins altered moved date.
o fair I lunexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

0 summary paragraph
CH completeness
clarity

1 | alterationsAntegrity
| | dates

boundary selection

3

3



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

e summary paragraph

CU completeness

CD clarity

CZ] applicable criteria

im justification of areas checked '

CZl relating significance to the resource
CZl context

« relationship of integrity to significance
CD justification of exception

e other

9. Major Bibliographical References
10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle name

UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

13. Other

CZ Maps
CZ Photographs
e Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed Date

Phone:

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet
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