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The Indian Timothy Memorial Bridge was constructed by the State Highway Department in 1923 in honor of Ta-moot-Tsoa
(Chief Timothy), a Nez Perce Indian who lived from 1800-1891, and became a friend of the early white settlers. 1In
addition to being swept by the missionary zeal of Washington's early pioneers, and becoming a Christian convert, Chief
Timothy is credited with saving the lives of Col. Steptoe's troops after their defeat near Rosalia in 1858. When State
Route 12 was widened, the Indian Timothy Memorial Bridge was preserved as a "lasting tribute to a true friend of the
early settlers of Washington, Oregon, and Idaho."

The undulating contours of the surrounding land are mirrored in the simple concrete arch forms of this two spanned
ribbed arch which now stands parallel to the existing route 12. The reinforced concrete bridge consists of two 100-foot

arches that have a 20 foot rise. Each span is composed of 11 panels, and supports a 20 foot wide roadway. (CONT OVER)
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25. PHOTOS AND SKETCH MAP OF LOCATION

Significance

The Indian Timothy Memorial Bridge is one of five concrete tied arches within the state. Of the five, it is the
only two-spanned tied arch, and 1ike the Goldsborough Creek Bridge in Shelton, there are no horizontal struts above
the roadway connecting the two arches. The Indian Timothy Memorial Bridge is significant as a representative of a
bridge type that was built throughout the 20's and 30's. However, the tied arch remains a rare concrete arch form.
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