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Adaptive Restoration and Rre&ervation

Mary Point Plantation has for the greater part of its history been a part of 
and under the same ownership as one or the other of the three adjoining 
estates. The Great House is located on the narrow neck of land that 
conntects the hog back formation of Mary Point proper with St. John. It 
overlooks Francis Bay to the west and Mayy Creek to the east. In addition 
to the Great House proper, there is a servants house, a farm structure, a 
factory, a cemetery and a modern cistern constructed in reinforced con­ 
crete 50 feet northeofethe Great House.

1. Mary Point,.Great; House (H-30, 1)

The Great House is a one-story masonry dwelling house 33'xZ6' with a 
kitchen 8'xlZ 1 built against the northwest corner and a cistern 10'xll' 
against the southeast corner. Dating from the mid-19th century, it has 
classical revival details and an unusual for the Virgin Islands hipped "M" 
profile roof. The original structure is somewhat disfigured by the addition 
of a large roofed terrace towards the south which has replaced the original 
piazza, that ran along the south, main and entrance side of the building and a 
wood and asphalt shingle penthouse erected above the kitchen and over the 
west wall. Both additions post date 1925. The interior woodwork which wai 
fairly, elaborate is ,naw,preserved in traces only. .. ;1 ;  

Significance:: : , -.,- Second Order
Recommended Treatment Adaptive Restoration
Preliminary Estimate for restoration of the extension and adpting interior
for use as Park residence $40,000

2. Servants House (H-30, 2) Latitude 18° 22' 02" Longitude 64° 44' 30"

The servants quarters is a one-story gabled roofed masonry structure 19'x 
24', fourteen feet west of the Great House. It is completely plain in its 
execution and by its lesser height dominated by the Great House. It is still 
roofed and in fair condition.

Significance: Third Order
effitsmnGDended Treatment Adaptive Restoration 

Preliminary Estimate for restoration of exterior and for adapting interior 
for use in connection with the proposed park residence $12, 000.

3. Mary Point Farm Building (H-30, 3) Latitude 18°22'02"
Longitude 64°44'30"

A rectangular one-story masonry structure approximately 20'x30' with a 
shed roof and a short free-standing brick chimney added a few feet from the

m 
m

-t
9O

O 
Z

Page 1 ot L pages



PERIOD (Check One or More at Appropriate)

I I Pre-Columbian 

I I 15fh Century

O 16th Century 

Q 17th Century

I I 18th Century 

EF1 19th Century

I I 20th Century

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known)

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Aboriginol

I I Prehistoric 

t|| Historic 

52 Agriculture 

|JJ] Architecture 

[H A"

I 1 Commerce 

[ I Communications 

I I Conservation

I—| Education 

{ | Engineering 

I I Industry

I I Invention .

II Landscape

Architecture 

I I Literature 

O Military 

I | Music

I I Political

I—| Religion/Phi­ 

losophy

I I Science

I I Sculpture

I ! Social/Human­ 

itarian

|—| Theater

[ | Transportation

1 1 Urban Planning 

[2 Other (Specify.)

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Second Order

Mary Point Estate is associated with Governoi? Berg, Augustus Kragh and 
the Grancis Family, all notable in the history of the Virgin Islands. The 
Great House is one of the three structures of its kind on St. John that has 
survived roofed. It still, inspite of later additions, reveals its original 
architectural character and although modest in size has considerable style. 
It is, therefore, important to the understanding of the architecture and build­ 
ing tradition of the Virgin Islands. The Great House with the factory build­ 
ings H-30,4) comprise a unit which is characteristic of the agricultural 
pattern of the Virgin Islands. Although sections of the estate probably 
cultivated sugar cane, it never had sugar "works" of its own and the land 
was, for the most part, devoted to raising of cotton and later, cattle. The 
plantation was under cultivation before 1780, however, little =is known of 
the original structures, and the standing remains of the "factory" appears 
to date from the early 19th century. As an example of the structures con­ 
nected with a plantation devoted to raising cotton and cattle, its organization 
and layout is of considerable local interest. By its association-with the 
Mary Pbint Great House and its latter's connection with Governor Berg, it 
is also of general interest to the Virgin Islands.

The estate was owned by Augustus Kragh in the late 18th century. He was a 
prominent an influential planter and the son of Jens Nielsen Kragh who until 
his death in 1773 served as the Commandant of St. Thomas. The estate was 
subsequently acquired by Hans Henrik Berg who at various times in the mid 
1800s was member of the Danish Westindien Government Council, Governor 
and President of St. Thomas and St. John. Upon his death Mary Point 
Estate was acquired by the Francis family.

The land within the district boundary is now covered by dense bush. By 
1800 all the relatively flat land of the neck between Mary Point proper and 
St. John was cleared and under cultivation and as late as 1925 was still 
open pasture land,,



Oxholm Survey of St. John 1780, National Archives, Copenhagen, Denmark 
Oxholm Map of St. John 1800, Congressional Library, Washington, D. C.
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CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW 18 ° 22 • 09" 64 ° 44 • 33 " 
NE 18 ° 22 ' 09" 64 ° 44 ' 29 "
SE 18 ° 22 ' 00" 64 ° 44 ' 29 " sw 18 ° 22 • 00" 64 o 44, 33 ,.
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west-waif? Constructed in the later half of the nineteenth century, the build- 
ing^gjaV apparently intended for farm and equipment storage and later, after 

--thi'addition of the chimney, was used in connection with distilling bay oil. 
Now it is in use by the National Park for storage of materials and tools. It 
is in fair condition and located 100 feet southeast of the Great House.

Significance: 
Recommended Treatment

Third Order 
Adaptive Restoration

Preliminary estimate for restoration of exterior and adapting interior for 
use in connection with park use $8, 000

4. Mary Point Factory (H-30,4) Latitude 18°22'05" Longitude 64°44'30"

The factory is located 300 feet northwest of the Great House. The building 
is modest in size and its condition is too poor to provide any information of 
its former architectural character. It is an irregular roughly "L" shaped 
one-story masonry structure of three joined units. The total overall di­ 
mensions of the 'factory' is approximately 40'x60'. Approximately 1/3 of 
the walls stand to plate height. The unit towards the north appears to have 
had a second wood story.

Significance:
Recommended Treatment 
Preliminary Estimate

5. Cemetery (H-30, 5)

Third Order 
Preservation

$2,000

Latitude 18°22'05" Longitude 64°44'32"

A small cemetery is located about 300 feet north of the factory. It contains 
several unmarked graves with built up masonry covers and one monument 
in black marble. There are no clear demarkation of the exact limits of the 
burial ground.

Significance:
Recommended Treatment 
Preliminary Estimate

Third Order 
Preservation

$500 
Latitude 18°22'07" Longitude 64°44'32"
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