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Perseverance is located 4% miles west of Charlotte Amalie 
on the southern shoreline, 800* inland from Perseverance Bay. 
The factory building is of the typical "T" plan, with the larger 
cross section running on a north-south axis. This part is three by 
seven bays, 29 f wide by 73*6" in length, one story on a high cellar 
and once had a timber hipped roof, The walls are plastered stone 
rubble with brick linings at all window and door openings. The 
seven bay east wall has a door located at each of the third points, 
each flanked by single windows at the ground level, and a central 
door with three windows on either side at the main level. The 
openings in both levels of this wall have brick segmental arches, 
finished as flat arches on the exterior to take the heavy wood 
casings. The shutters are missing, but the drive pintles remain. 
The north and south end walls have central doors flanked by single 
windows at grade level. The west wall which connects with the boiling 
room, has two windows at each end and an open door in the center. 
The north end wall is richly detailed with 5:1 brick corner quoining, 
keystoned round arches over the windows and door and a two course 
corbelled cornice. The cornice continues around the entire structure. 
A single flight of stairs, supported by a buttressed arch leads 
to the entrance door in the main level of the east facade. The 
stair landing rests on two square brick piers, with a round headed 
relieving arch separating them. The floor of the cellar is stone 
with a layer of lime plaster, badly burned in a fire, which may 
account for the missing floor structure above. A centered row of 
three brick piers at the quarter points once supported the sills 
and cross beams. Pockets for 8" joists remain in all walls. The 
ceiling height of the main level is 15'.

There is a 15' x 20' rubble masonry cistern attached to the 
south wall.

The boiling room is located in the leg of the "T", perpen­ 
dicular to the factory section. Measuring 29 x 42* in plan, the 
structure has seven windows in the south wall, two of which have 
been blocked in, and four windows in the north wall with an opening 
for the sluiceway. The west end wall has a large centered door­ 
way. The floor of this part, which has no cellar, is dressed 
stone and the roof was hipped. All window and door openings in 
this section have splayed jambs, lined with brick, and flat arches 
with wood casings and sills. The outside corners of the boiling room 
have brick pilaster panels and the cornice continues at the eaves 
line. Ceiling height is 13'.
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The earliest deed for Estate Perseverance records Mrs. 
Mary Fogerty as owner of both Estate Perseverance and nearby 
Estate Hope in 1811. At that time the estate was called 
Milnershope. After the death of Mrs. Fogerty in 1841, the 
estate was auctioned to Robert Gardner Merliner. In 1879 the 
estate was sold to J. C. Salomon for $643 which illustrates 
the decline of the sugar economy on St. Thomas.

During the 17th and 18th centuries, the Danes joined other 
European nations in securing colonies in the West Indies. The 
Danes hoped that their colonies would provide them with a permanent 
site for their trading and commercial interests. Agriculture 
was to serve as a supplement to the income provided by commerce 
and trading.

St. Thomas which the Danes purchased in 1671 to serve as a 
commercial port, had less agricultural development than the other 
islands. However, there were some sugar plantations in operation. 
By 1725, St. Thomas had reached its peak in sugar production and by 
1754, it was no longer important to the industry. Moreover, during 
the 19th century the island's commercial and trading interests were 
finally prospering.

The ruins of the factory at Perseverance are of architectural 
significance because of the classic revival details, the plan, 
the method of construction and use of local building materials, all 
typical of sugar factories in the Virgin Islands at this period.
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The animal mill is approximately 30 feet north of the boiling 
room. The raised platform is 88' in diameter, with the horse- 
walk surrounded by a low parapet wall, 15" at the interior face. 
This rubble wall varies in height from grade at the north to 
6' facing the factory. The mill is in a ruinous state, but 
archeological investigations may uncover details of its plan 
and construction.
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