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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Sandstone Public School Building is the central portion of a expansive 
educational facility which occupies an area of one city block in the central business 
district of Sandstone. The area to the front of the building is devoted to a 
well-landscaped rolling lawn. Throughout the existence of the school facility 
on this location, it has been necessary to construct additions to the original 
building in order to supply demands for increased space. These additions are affixed 
to each end of the original building and to the rear; the rear addition is a 
separate structure linked at ground level by enclosed concourse. The central sec 
tion measures approximately 172 feet long by 66 feet wide.

The Sandstone Public School Building was constructed in 1901 as the western 
half of the central section of the complex. In 1910 the eastern half was added 
after the 1901 half had been gutted by fire. The total result was a symmetrical 
building of unified design and construction. The stylistic mode is reminiscent of 
the Romanesque in combination with the Neo-Classic. Entries are semi-circular 
arched; massive stone lintels crown window openings. The cornice is constructed 
of pressed metal and is adorned with modillions. The material employed in the 
construction of the exterior bearing walls is Kettle River Sandstone, quarried 
locally and finished by local craftsmen. The fine degree of craftsmanship is 
evident throughout in the variety of hammering and finishing techniques, and by 
the fact that no settling or cracking is evident.

The interior of the school building is constructed on a wood frame. There are 
two complete floors and a raised basement. Each level is bisected longitudinally 
by a central hallway. There is a wide staircase with wooden balustrade at each 
end of the hall. Walls are wainscoted on the lower level, plastered on the upper 
levels. Ceilings are sheathed in patterned pressed metal. In general, the interior 
is devoid of ornamentation or decorative moulding. '

The additions are relatively unobtrusive. The earliest addition after the 
completion of the 1910 construction was accomplished as a W.P.A. project. It is a 
two story wing with a flat roof and constructed of a similar Kettle River Sandstone. 
The front entrance to this section is in the form of a semi-circular arch, com 
plementary to the two entries to the original building. This addition houses an 
auditorium. A second addition is less complementary in appearance and construc 
tion; this forms the east wing of the central section. It is two stories in height, 
sheathed in red brick, and houses multi-purpose facilities. The third addition is 
actually a separate building situated to the rear of the original building. This 
is of modern design, executed in brick, metal, and glass. It is one story in 
height and has a flat roof.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Since the time of initial construction in 1901, the Sandstone Public School 
Building has served the educational needs of the Sandstone community. Increased 
demands for space are evidenced by the additions which have been subsequently 
made to the original structure.

The original school building, now the central core of the complex, is also 
significant as a local landmark which attests to the art of stone cutting and 
masonry. The exterior bearing walls are constructed of locally quarried Kettle 
River Sandstone, The quarry, for which the community of Sandstone was named, 
provided stone for a large number of turn-of-the-century buildings throughout 
the Midwest. A variety of finishing techniques, including rock-facing and bush- 
hammering, are evident in addition to the examples of building expertise found in 
the]placement of lintels and the precise fitting of voussoirs in the entrance 
arches. In all, the Sandstone Public School Building is truly an indigenous 
building in all respects; the stone was obtained locally, and finished and laid 
by local craftsmen. Further, the school has continued to play an important 
architectural and functional role within the community by which and for which 
it was built.
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The construction of the Sandstone Public School building represents a 
significant interest and contribution by the community toward the provision of 
a quality educational facility. The scale and architectural quality of the 
building itself is important, considering that the population of Sandstone and 
the surrounding townships was less then 2000 at the time of the building's 
construction, and that it tapered-off to approximately 1500 after the local 
quarrying operation ceased. Throughout its history, the school served as both an 
educational facility and a community center: these functions promoted the 
construction of the auditorium addition during the WPA era.

With the recent construction of a new high school, the present 1900-1910 
building is to be vacated. The elementary grades will continue to occupy the modern 
building at the rear of the school property and will periodically use the 
auditorium wing. Present plans call for conducting an adaptive use feasibility 
study of the building to determine its appropriateness for future community- 
oriented uses. The building is regarded by the community as the principal 
architectural element, and that which most represents the heritage of Sandstone.
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