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| ndi cate each itemon inventory fonn which i s being continued bel ow

Architectural Significance (cont.)

Al'l  four Greek Revival houses retain their massing, scale, and feeling.
#16 and #20 M . Vernon Street are i na well <conserved state, with
clapboard siding, multi-light sash, and side-hall entrances with
panelled doors and side Ilights.

O an earlier period i s 12B M. Vernon Street, a five-bay, two andone-
half story, <center entrance Federal house. | ti s representative of
dwel l'ings that preceded Greek Revival houses.

At 22-24 M . Vernon Street i s a fine example of the types of housing
built i nthelate 1800s. The Second Empire double house with a mansard
roof was part of theevolution towards apartment houses i nresponseto
the growing need f orhousing at theend of the 19t hcentury.

Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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8 Munt Vernon St. -Ebenezer Davis House vy K<

Architecture: Well preserved 2 and1/2 story Geek Revival sidehall
full  width doric portico, panelled corner pillasters full length
w ndows onthe | ower story.

Historical Significance; Ebenezer Davis was the first resident of 8
AM. Vernon St. hewas amarineinspector i n Boston. He was one of
the early nmenbers of the East Somerviiie coinmnity, as hi s nane

appears on an 1852 map of the area. y e

12 M. Vernon St. - Henry Howard House

Architecture: Although syntheticsiding has been applied, the Henry
Howard House i s another exanple of the Geek Revival Style. The
house maintains massing with three bays fenestration of 6/6 sash,
templ ar gable endandside hall entrance.

Historical Significance: Henry Howard of Boston owned this | ot and

the two houses onit. Theother house pre-dates this Geek Revival
building. N '
12A M. Vernon St. - Henry Howard House .
Architecture: Situated at therear of thelot, this five bay center

entrance Greek Revival House has design simlar t othat of the house
at thefront of the |l ot.

Historical Significance: Henry Howard of Boston owied this | ot and
the two houses onit. This house pre-dates the other Geek Revival
House onthis lot, i twas probably a rental property.

16 M. Vernon g*j",-Harrison M Hutchins House

Architecture: Di stinguished by t he other Geek Revival Houses on
the Street, bytheretention of allitsdetails and finishes. Full
width Doric porch, floor length facade wi ndows onthe |ower story,
6/6 double hung sash onthe upper story.

Historical Significance: Harrison Hutchins was t he original owner
of the house. He was a whitener, working at a bleachery. The house
has rerrﬁau nedinthefamly until 1985 which i s thetime of this
research.

g continued

Staple to Inventory form at bottcm
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20 M. Vernon St .

Architecture: Unique from t he other Geek Revival Houses i nthis
District because i t hasflush board siding, which assim|ates ashlar
masonary. The facade i s divided into 3 bays by nmeans of applied

pillasters. Thebuilding has a side hall enterance and al | w ndows
are 6/6 sash.

Historical  Significance: This  house s included forits
architectural significance.

Staple t olnventory form at bottorn



SOMERVI LLE MRA - DATA SHEETS

M. VERNON HI STORI C DI STRI CT

MAPI ML # HI STORI C NAME ADDRESS DATE STYLE TYPE STATU
M- 1 30 Ebenezer Davis House 8 M . Vernon St. ca.l 850 Greek Revival fi C
garage Colonial Revival B
ca. 1940 NC
M/- 2 31 Henry Howard House CGreek Revival
12 Mt. Vernon St. ca.l 850 C
M/- 3 31 Federal / Greek Rev. B
12R Mt . Vernon St. ca.l 820 C
M- 4 33 HM Hutchins House Greek Revival B
16 Mt. Vernon St. ca.l 850 C
M- 5 [talianate B
18 Mt . Vernon St. ca.l 850 C
M/- 6 Greek Revival B
20 Mt. Vernon St. ca.l 850 C
M- 7 Second Enmpire B
22-24 Mt . Vernon St. ca.l 880 C

70 / INC B =Buildings
|Acre (apx.)



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Connunity:

MASSACHUETTS HISTORICAL CCKMISION Someaviie Mits
Office of the Secretary, Bogon

Property Name

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued beow.

« | o

8 Mt. Vemon St. 12 Mt. Vemon St.

ATy

Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Canmmityi - - FoniLNo”

MASSACHUETTS HISTORICAL CC*MISSCN . Somerviiie, MASS
,» Qfflce,QEN the .Seciftary, Bogton

Property Name:”™ Yemon St. Hist. Dis

Indicate each item an inventory farm vdiich is being continued bdow.

iy

16 M. \amn S. -Sreet S

i,.y».

20 M. \&an S. g

Staple tolnventory format bottom
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May 15, 1989

) _ o JIN 7 199
To: M assachusetts Historical Comniission

Dear Ms. Friedberg: MASS. HIST. COMM.

| amwriting youi nresponse t oyour letter t one Dated My
8, 1989, infoE<ning ne that ny property at 22-24 M. Vernon Street
was being nomi nated totheNational Register.

| want yout oknow | amstronglyagainst i t. | do not want
ny property at 22-24 M. Vernon Street, Somerviiie listed as a
Historical Place.

To discribe the building to you, | think would put any
idea I nyour mnd torest as faras to its historical value.
Starting at thetop, theslate roof leaks i nmany places and it i s
m ssing many slates. The windows on t hemansard arerotted beyond

repair. The body of the house i s covered i n flaking asbhestoes
shingles and t he double front doors are split and broken, dueto
years of neglect. | have proposed totheOffice of Planning and

Community Development to strip off the ol droof and close the
wi ndows i nalumnium and strip of the ashestoes and replace with
vinyl siding. MNow i tisthepolicy of theSomerviiie Historical
Comm ssion not tolist properties which do not wish tobe onthe
Regi ster.

This property does not appear on thelist of Somerviiie
Hi storical properties.

Therefore, the only thing that will be accomplished by
listing 22-24 M. Vernon Street, Somerviiie, will be to stop ne
from receiving Federal matching funds for thework | want t odo.

Estimated costs to restore slats on roof, to restore
wi ndows on mansard and t orestore t oclapboard shingles on body of
building along with the front doors, total cost $75,000 to
$100,000. This would place an extreme economc hardship on
mysel f. Therefore, | hope that you will reconsider and not [ist
on theNational Register.

A Uiner [AT3A0y TAJ??M

ano
ernon
AT ANy TAMA
N Jzy_/\/ yA|A<A
(

Commonweal th of Massachusetts, M ddl esex Countyss:” lis 6th day*of June 1989 before me
personal ly appeared James M Venezi ano, and ackn® the foregcoinR uo be his free  act
and deed. /f

M Conmi ssion expires: Sept. 2, 1994



