




INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CGNMISSION-
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Conmunity: Form No: 

Somerviiie 

Property Name: Mt. Vernon Street 
Die ; -!-v> i n + 

Indicate each item on inventory fonn which is being continued below. 

Architectural Significance (cont.) 

A l l f o u r Greek R e v i v a l houses r e t a i n t h e i r massing, s c a l e , and f e e l i n g . 
#16 and #20 Mt . Vernon S t r e e t a r e i n a w e l l c o n s e r v e d s t a t e , w i t h 
c l a p b o a r d s i d i n g , m u l t i - l i g h t s a s h , and s i d e - h a l l e n t r a n c e s w i t h 
p a n e l l e d doors and s i d e l i g h t s . 

Of an e a r l i e r p e r i o d i s 12B Mt. Vernon S t r e e t , a f i v e - b a y , two and one-
h a l f s t o r y , c e n t e r e n t r a n c e F e d e r a l house. I t i s r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of 
d w e l l i n g s t h a t preceded Greek R e v i v a l houses. 

At 22-24 Mt . Vernon S t r e e t i s a f i n e example of the types of housing 
b u i l t i n the l a t e 1800s. The Second Empire double house w i t h a mansard 
r o o f was p a r t of the e v o l u t i o n towards apartment houses i n response to 
the growing need f o r housing at the end of the 19th c e n t u r y . 

Staple to Inventory form at bottom 



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CĈ MISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Coromunity: Form No: 

?raperty Name: Mt. Vernon tSt. Hist. Di! 

Indicate each item on inventoiy fonn v*iich is being continued below. 

8 Mount Vernon St. -Ebenezer Davis House ,; •< 

Architecture: Well preserved 2 and 1/2 story Greek Revival sidehall 
f u l l width doric p o r t i c o , panelled corner p i l l a s t e r s f u l l length 
windows on the lower story. 

H i s t o r i c a l Significance; Ebenezer Davis was the f i r s t resident of 8 
^ Mt. Vernon St. he was a marine inspector i n Boston. He was one of 

the early members of the East Somerviiie coinmunity, as his name 
appears on an 1852 map of the area. , .. 

12 Mt. Vernon St. - Henry Howard House 

Architecture: Although synthetic siding has been applied, the Henry 
Howard House i s another example of the Greek Revival Style. The 
house maintains massing with three bays fenestration of 6/6 sash, 
templar gable end and side h a l l entrance. 

H i s t o r i c a l Significance: Henry Howard of Boston owned t h i s l o t and 
the two houses on i t . The other house pre-dates t h i s Greek Revival 
b u i l d i n g . .-̂ ,, 

12A Mt. Vernon St. - Henry Howard House • 

Architecture: Situated at the rear of the l o t , t h i s f i v e bay center 
entrance Greek Revival House has design s i m i l a r t o th a t of the house 
at the f r o n t of the l o t . 

H i s t o r i c a l Significance: Henry Howard of Boston owned t h i s l o t and 
the two houses on i t . This house pre-dates the other Greek Revival 
House on t h i s l o t , i t was probably a re n t a l property. 

16 Mt. Vernon g^j^,-Harrison M. Hutchins House 

Architecture: Distinguished by the other Greek Revival Houses on 
the Street, by the ret e n t i o n of a l l i t s d e t a i l s and finishes. F u l l 
width Doric porch, f l o o r length facade windows on the lower story, 
6/6 double hung sash on the upper story. 

H i s t o r i c a l Significance: Harrison Hutchins was the o r i g i n a l owner 
of the house. He was a whitener, working at a bleachery. The house 
has remained i n the family u n t i l 1985, which i s the time of t h i s 
research. 

41̂  continued 

Staple to Inventory form at bott om 



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CCM̂ SSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Conmjnity: 

ScmETville, W 

Fonn No: 

Pronerty Name: ., „ . . 
Mt. Vernon St. Hist. Dist. 

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below.  

20 Mt. Vernon St. 

Architecture: Unique from the other Greek Revival Houses i n t h i s 
D i s t r i c t because i t has flush board siding, which assimilates ashlar 
masonary. The facade i s divided i n t o 3 bays by means of applied 
p i l l a s t e r s . The bu i l d i n g has a side h a l l enterance and a l l windows 
are 6/6 sash. 

H i s t o r i c a l Significance: 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l significance. 

This house i s included f o r i t s 

Staple to Inventory form at b o t t om 



MAPI MHC # HISTORIC NAME 

SOMERVILLE MRA - DATA SHEETS 

MT. VERNON HISTORIC DISTRICT 

ADDRESS DATE STYLE TYPE STATU! 

MV- 1 

MV-2 

MV-3 

MV-4 

MV-5 

MV-6 

MV-7 

30 

31 

31 

33 

Ebenezer Davis House 
garage 

Henry Howard House 

H.M. Hutchins House 

8 Mt. Vernon St. ca.l8 5 0 

c a . I 9 4 0 

12 Mt. Vernon St. ca . l 8 5 0 

12R Mt. Vernon St. ca.l8 2 0 

16 Mt. Vernon St. ca.l8 5 0 

18 Mt. Vernon St. ca.l850 

20 Mt. Vernon S t . ca.l8 5 0 

22-24 Mt. Vernon St. ca.l8 8 0 

Greek R e v i v a l 
C o l o n i a l R e v i v a l 

Greek R e v i v a l 

Greek R e v i v a l 

I t a l i a n a t e 

Greek R e v i v a l 

Second Empire 

fi 
B 

Federal/Greek Rev. B 

B 

B 

B 

B 

C 

NC 

C 

c 

c 

c 

c 

c 

70 / INC B = Buildings 
lAcre (apx.) 



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CCKMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Connunity: 

Somerviiie, Mftss 

Form No: 

Property Name: 

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 
« / • 

'rt. 

8 Mt. Vernon St. 12 Mt. Vernon St. 

^7' '-v 

Staple to Inventory form at bottom 

IZA (RE/iR) 
Vemon St 



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CĈ MISSICN ,. 
„Qf£lce,,Q£ .̂the .̂Seci£tary, Boston 

Canmmityi - -

Somerviiie, MASS. 

FoniLNo^ 

Property Name: ̂  Yernon St. Hist. Dis 

Indicate each item on inventory form vdiich is being continued below. 

j y 

16 Mt. Vernon St. -Street Scape-

i,.y». 

'X... 

4 
20 Mt. Vemon St. 

y 

Staple to Inventory form at bottom 
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y 
May 15, 1989 

To: Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Comniission 

Dear Ms. Friedberg: 

JUN 7 1989 

MASS. HIST. COMM. 
I am w r i t i n g you i n response t o your l e t t e r t o me Dated May 

8, 1989, infoE<ning me t h a t my property at 22-24 Mt. Vernon Street 
was being nominated t o the National Register. 

I want you t o know I am s t r o n g l y against i t . I do not want 
my property at 22-24 Mt. Vernon S t r e e t , Somerviiie l i s t e d as a 
H i s t o r i c a l Place. 

To d i s c r i b e the b u i l d i n g t o you, I t h i n k would put any 
idea i n your mind t o r e s t as f a r as t o i t s h i s t o r i c a l value. 
S t a r t i n g a t the top, the s l a t e roof leaks i n many places and i t i s 
missing many s l a t e s . The windows on the mansard are r o t t e d beyond 
r e p a i r . The body of the house i s covered i n f l a k i n g asbestoes 
shingles and the double f r o n t doors are s p l i t and broken, due t o 
years of neglect. I have proposed t o the O f f i c e of Planning and 
Community Development t o s t r i p o f f the o l d roof and close the 
windows i n aluminium and s t r i p of the asbestoes and replace w i t h 
v i n y l s i d i n g . Now, i t i s the p o l i c y of the Somerviiie H i s t o r i c a l 
Commission not t o l i s t p r o p e r t i e s which do not wish t o be on the 
Register. 

This property does not appear on the l i s t of Somerviiie 
H i s t o r i c a l p r o p e r t i e s . 

Therefore, the only t h i n g t h a t w i l l be accomplished by 
l i s t i n g 22-24 Mr. Vernon S t r e e t , Somerviiie, w i l l be t o stop me 
from r e c e i v i n g Federal matching funds f o r the work I want t o do. 

Estimated costs t o r e s t o r e s l a t s on r o o f , t o res t o r e 
windows on mansard and t o re s t o r e t o clapboard shingles on body of 
b u i l d i n g along w i t h the f r o n t doors, t o t a l cost $75,000 t o 
$100,000. This would place an extreme economic hardship on 
myself. Therefore, I hope t h a t you w i l l reconsider and not l i s t 
on the National Register. 

^ U/^er [/^^73AOy T^J??^ 

A79^^^- i^/^-y^ TA^^A 
^ jZy-^/ y^l^<^ 

Commonwealth of Massachusetts, Middlesex County ss:̂  
personally appeared James M. Veneziano, and ackn^ 
and deed. 

My Commission expires: Sept. 2, 1994 

ano 
ernon 

( 

lis 6th day^of June 1989 before me 

the foregcoinR uo be his free act 

/f 


