Form No. 10-300 REV. (9/77)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FO}?MS
TYPE ALL ENTRIES -- COMPLETE APPLICABLE SECTIONS

NAME
HISTORIC
Frankville School
AND/OR COMMON
Frankville Museum
BJLOCATION
STREET & NUMBER
State Street __NOT FOR PUBLICATION
CITY. TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
Frankville — VICINITY OF Second
STATE CODE ~ COUNTY CODE
Towa Winneshiek )G
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE
__DISTRICT LPUBLIC XOCCUPIED —AGRICULTURE X_MUSEUM
XBUILDING(S) __PRIVATE —UNOCCUPIED —COMMERCIAL —PARK
—STRUCTURE —BOTH —WORK IN PROGRESS —EDUCATIONAL —PRIVATE RESIDENC
—SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE __ENTERTAINMENT __RELIGIOUS
__OBJECT —IN PROCESS 2 YEs: RESTRICTED __GOVERNMENT  _SCIENTIFIC
__BEING CONSIDERED __YES: UNRESTRICTED — INDUSTRIAL __TRANSPORTATION
—NO —MILITARY __OTHER:
.
Y OWNER OF PROPERTY
NAME

Winneshiek Co. Historical Society

STREET & NUMBER

Luther College Library

CITY. TOWN i STATE
Decorah —— VICINITY OF Towa 52101
B LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION
iggg:guosrsbeeos,nc Recorder's Office, Winneshiek County Courthouse

STREET & NUMBER

CITY. TOWN STATE
Decorah Towa

TIREPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS

TITLE

DATE
—FEDERAL _STATE _COUNTY __LOCAL

DEPOSITORY FOR
SURVEY RECORDS

CITY. TOWN STATE




DESCRIPTION

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
__EXCELLENT __DETERIORATED —_UNALTERED X_ORIGINAL SITE
XGooo __RUINS XALTERED __MOVED DATE
__FAIR ' __UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Frankville School was built in 1872, and is constructed of rock-faced ashlar
limestone, the stones more carefully dressed on the front facade than on the other
walls. Dimensions are approximately 30' x 40'. The school is two stories high,
with a gable roof and single brick chimney at the rear. Lintels and sills are
massive blocks of rock-faced stone, except on the front facade. On the front,

the round arch is used for the main entrance and window above, formed by carefully
dressed stone voussoirs and keystones.

Modifications to the school have been minor. About 10 years ago, the original
bellchamber was badly damaged in a storm, and the wreckage removed. The roof

has composition shingles, and the wood stoves have been replaced by a furnace

(thus the recent brick chimney). ' Electricity was installed early in the 20th

century, running water in-the 1930's. A fire escape on the south side is also
a 20th century feature.

The Winneshiek County Historical Society has owned the school since 1963. It
is now a local museum which contains the usual aseortment of artifacts of
interest to people from the area. Also found here is a collection of items
related to Laton Huffman, a native of the Frankville area who specialized

in photograrhs of the Montana frontier during the 1880's.

The school is located in a rural area, in the unincorporated town of Frankville.
The road which runs by it was once a popular.stage route between Decorah and
MacGregor.
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TATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Frankville School is a well-preserved example of vernacular stonemasonry.
It is simple in form and aspect, but its austerity is relieved by the keystone
round arches in the front facade. Stone school houses were relatively rare

in 19th-century Iowa: the great majority were of frame or log construction,
or of brick. 'The number of stone schoolhouses in the state, at their peak

in 1874, was only 268, compared with some 8000 frame schools and about 650
school buildings of brick (Parker, p. 47).

The Frankville School of 1872 replaced an earlier school building erected

in the mid-1850's. Unlike most local schools of its time, this school
provided adequate facilities for area students until 1962. This primarily

due to the fact that the town of Frankville never had a railroad, which
discouraged settlement in the community. With the village remaining relatively
small, the two-story stone school provided ample facilities for local students,
even when a high school was established on the second floor in 1920. In

later years, the high school and elementary grades were’ removed to Decorah;
from 1958 until its closing in 1962, the school housed only kindergarten

and 7th and 8th grades.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION
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