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1. Name eIV NwvXzz-

historic Foster-Bigelow House

andlorcommon  Seebe Estate (preferred)

2. Location

street & number 235 WAt Foster S
city, town Melrose vicinity of
state Massachusetts code 025 county
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status
district X public A occupied
X building(s) private unoccupied
structure both work in progress
site Public Acquisition Accessible
object in process X.yes: restricted
being considered A yes:unrestricted

no

4. Owner of Property

name City of Melrose

dregt & numbe Cambridge Street

dty,ton M elrose vicinity of

> HCRS use only

celvedMAR

6 1981

aleentered MY 20 18l

congressional district

Middlesex

Present Use
agriculture
commercial

A educational
entertainment

X government

A industrial
military

date

5. Location of Legal Description

ocourthouse, regidry o deads etc.
dregt & numbea Cambridge Street

dty, tomn Cambridge

Middlesex County Registry of

date

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

In}/entory of the Historic Assets of
title

date 1977

depogtory for survey records

dty, tomn Boston

M assachusetts Historical

the . Commonwealth
has this property be determined degible?

federal

date

Deeds

X state

commission

not for publication

Seventh

code 017

museum
park

private residence
religious
scientific
transportation
other:

M assachusetts

M assachusetts

yes X no

county local

M assachusetts



7. Description

Condition Check one Check one
X- excellent deteriorated X  unaltered -X original site
good ruins altered moved date
fair unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The Beebe House , an early Greek Revival period estate, stands onone and three-
quarter acres of land situated at the head of a major intersection i n downtown

Mel rose. The excellently conceived and commandi ng design of thebuilding takes
maxi mum advantage of itslarge, open site, being set well back from theproperty
lines on al | sides.

The large, nearly cubical building i s two stories high, sheathed i n clapboards,
with a high hiproof and tall thin end chimneys paired at either side. The

unusual pattern of ornamentation witnesses thetransitional nature of the
building's period of construction.

The house has a five bay facade with 6 over 6 windows -- taller on the first
floor, smaller and close to the eaves on the second floor —and a center door-
way. This entrance i s emphasized by a sturdy portico with fluted Doric columns,
high flat entablature, and pedi mented roof. The doorway itself has sidelights
(now blocked i n)and a glazed transom Excepting this striking element, the
visual focus of the Beebe House i s not the facade, with i tsnarrow flat <corner
boards, fascia, and wi ndow surrounds. The eye i sdrawn first to the portico

and then upward to a superbly enriched roofline.

A |l ow openwork balustrade with an "X' pattern runs along the base of the roof.

An acroteria motif i na scroll and anthemion pattern ornaments the corners and
center panel of each side of thebalustrade. The most domi nant element, how
ever, i sthecentral cupola. The large cylinder shape sits on a polygonal base

and consists of si xfluted lonic columns supporting an entablature which i s
delicately embellished with carved wreaths, dentils, anthemi on antefix, and a
central wurn-capped finial. Within this frame i sa |lowbalustrade and si x2 over
2 wi ndows.

Attached to the west side of thehouse i sa small, one-story, hip-roofed
addition; at therear i sa large 2-story wing with a hiproof. Behind the
house i s a large barn from the Colonial Revival period. This structure has a
steeply pitched gambrel roof, cross-gambrel on the facade, hipped dormers, and
a small polygonal Ilantern.



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture religion
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law ience
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture
1600-1699 X architecture education military social/
1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian
_X_ 1800-1899 commerce exploration/settlement philosophy theater
1900- communications X- industry politics/government X transportation
invention other (specify)
Specific dates 1828 Builder/Architect

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The Beebe Estate represents an early achievement i nthe Greek Revival style. | t
was built by an internationally promi nent merchant as a summer house and was sub-
sequently occupied by a nunber of influential area businessmen. The building
thus meets criteria B and C of the National Register of Historic Places.

In the early nineteenth century Melrose (then North Maiden) was a pleasant farmn

community about seven miles north of Boston. W lliam Foster of Boston was i m
pressed by thenatural beauty of t he area andi n1828purchased a substanti al
acreage near t hecenter of town. On this site he built thelovely home now known

as t he Beebe Estate.

Foster (1772-1863) was born into a Boston merchant family. At an early age hewas
sent t oEurope t oact as hi sfather's representative i n Spain and France. Foster
served i n Napoleon's army, participated i nmany events of t hleench Revolution,
and at onetime was president of a branch of the Jacobin Club, a political group
which exerted profound influence on the progress of the French Revolution. Of
maj or importanceto the American textile industry was Foster's trip back to the
United States i n1793, when he smuggled i nthree Merino sheep--the first ever
introduced tothis country. This important breed of sheep was valued foritsfine
wool, and Spain and France prohibited it sexport i nan effort to retain their
countries' economc advantage.

Foster returned permanently t oBoston i n1807with hiswife andtwo children,
building a winter home on Beacon Hill andlater (1828) this sumrer home i n Melrose
Foster remained active as a comm ssion merchant but also participated activelyi n
local politics (asa political writer and a state senator) and frequently was
called into court totranslate writings from French, Spanish, and Italian.

About 1842, after hi swife's death, Foster sold the Melrose house to W lliam
Harl ow, also a Boston businessman. Mr. Harlow was connected with t he steam
railroad business, andi twas while he was living i nthis house (1845) thatthe

Boston & Maine railroad tracks were laid through Melrose, a portion adjoining his
land.

In 1854 the property was sold toliberty Bigelow (1815-1890), who had a very
active life i ntherailway business. Bigelow established thefirst stage express
between Boston and New York, was t hefirst superintendent of theSullivan and t he
Rutland Railroad lines i nVermont, andwas superintendent of thenuch |larger
Fitchburg Railroad (apost he accepted t hesane year i nwhich he purchased this
house). Bigelow left the Fitchbuig Railroad i n1857t oestablish hisown rail-

road express business i nBoston. Hi s conpany was |ater merged i n Northern Expres
Ltd., which became known as one of t hefinest andnmost prosperous express com
panies on t hecontinent, operating a U S t o Canada l'ine.



9. Major Bibliographical References

New Engl and Geneal ogical Society Report, October 1863.
Mel rose Free Press -- Septenmber 25, 1915.
Goss, Elbridge H, History of Melrose (Melrose, 1902) BB ar«

ABERE iil Viitf ttP
10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property 76.000 Sgq. Ft. (1 3/4 acre)
Quadrangle name Boston North Quadrangle scale 1:24,000
UMT References
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Verbal boundary description and justification

See attached sketch map

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By
with Orren L. Waish, cnairman,

namelftitle Wendy Frontiero, Preservation Planner, Melrose Historical Commission

organization " ss*<~husetts Historical Commission jjgjg Decem.ber 17, 1980

sreet & number 294 Washington Street telephone 727-8470 (617)

cityortown Boston state M assachusetts

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is

. national state local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature
. . . . - Comm, SSi on
title Executive Director, Massachusetts Historical dafe

For HCRS use only
IJiereby certify that this property is included in the National Register

Keeper af hfe Nationah Re&yier

Attest: date
At/Chief of Registration

GPO 938 835
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Bi gel ow al so established the Chicago City Railway Co., a horse-drawn street railway
system for the newly thriving city of Chicago, and first conceived the idea of
running a system of railway coaches between the railroad stations and hotels in
Chicago — an idea which spread rapidly through the east coast.

Bigelow died in Melrose in 1890; his wi dow, Harriet, occupied the house until
her death in 1898, Ms, Bigelowws a strong supporter of a city hospital, and
it was inthis house that the Melrose Hospital Association was organized in 1893.

Ms. Bigelow left her hone to her daughter, Katherine, who was married to Decius
Beebe, descendant of a wealthy fam |y and a nenber of the |eather house of Lucius
Beebe and Sons of Boston. This firm had extensive interests and tanneries in Nw
Engl and and was wel | recognized throughout the trade. Decius was also activein
local financial affairs as President of the Melrose National Bank, as trustee of
the Melrose Savings Bank, and as a generous contributor to the Melrose Hospital.
The Beebe fam |y continued to occupy the estate until the last menber died in 1963.
In that year, the property was taken by the City of Melrose through eminent donain
and turned over to the School Department for use as an administrationbuilding, a
use whi ch continues today.

In addition to i tshistorical significancein conmerce, transportation and industry
the Beebe House al so possesses considerable architectural significance. Retaining
the traditional five bay center entry form of the Federal period, i tis nost

notable for the sophistication of itsroof detail which includes an elaborate cupola
based on the Choragic Mnunent of Lysicrates. Research to date has not proven that
this feature is original and i tmy date to a later period such as that of the Harl ow
occupancy in the 1840's. However, i f this feature is original, i tnmy representits
first use inthe United States, and the house would assune a critical role in the his-
tory of AmericanArchitecture.

The Beebe Estate, having originated in 1828 as a summer house in the then rural
community of North Maiden, should be considered to possess potential for the
presence of archaeological remains. Domestic refuse, indicative of foodways and
social status, my exist on the property in a broadly cast or concentrated form
Archaeol ogical features representing changes in landscaping and |and use are also
quite likely to be present. Both kinds of archaeol ogical remains can be useful
in understanding the physical development and social context of this small

| andscape.
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Name of Property
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Federal Agency n

The above nomination is being returned to you because of problems in the areas cheeked below and/or on the
back of thisform. Please return this form when the nominationis resubmitted.

Technical Review

Name
Location
Classification
Status Present Use
Category Ownership
Owner of Property
Location of Legal Description
Representation in Existing Surveys
Description
Condition Original Site/Moved (w/date)
Significance
Period Areas of Significance Specific Dates

Major Bibliographical References

Geographica Data
Acreage Quad Name Quad Scae UTM
Verba Boundary Descriptionand/or Site Plan or Tax Map

Form Prepared By

'‘Certification
j~"™evel of Significance {"YySKPO Signature Federal Signature
Photographs
Missing Not Adeguate in Quality
Maps
_ USGS Map Site Plan/Sketch Map Historic District Mgp
Comments.

Subgtantive Review Problems (see reverse)

Sgned



Substantive Review

Description
Incompl ete/l naccurate:

Alterations:

Dates:

Boundary Selection/Justification:
Other:

Significance
Too Wek or General:

Poorly Related to Resource:
Confusing/Incompl ete:
Context:
Integrity:
Period of Significance Unclear:
Exception(s) to Criterianot Justified:
Other:

Bibliography:

Geographical Data
Acreage:

VBD:
Certification:

Photographs:
Inadequate Coverage:

Poorly Labeled/Not Keyed to Map

Other:
Maps
.USGS Sketch .
Missing
Location of Resource(s)
Boundary Lines
Discrepencies
Other
Comments
Reviewer Chief, Branch of Registration Date

tel: (202) 343-6401
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Working Number  LA<NNAT7 N Federal Register Date A, 9-. %"
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Determination of Eligiblity _Site Multiple Resource Area

On Nomination Form Object Thematic Group

M / Structure
aps i otri

PhotoT_£-" District

Nomination prepared by: Action: / Check U AApogpi ke:

_y State Staff "ykcCEPT Snjdjkl State Request for Review
Loca RETURM ~ _ Keeper's Decision to Review
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{crxMmin
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Good
Adequate
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1. Descriptive Statement
Short Format _j*Yes No y
2. Significance Statement
Short Format y Yes  No /
3. ConceptdIntegrity
J
4. Concepts/Criteria
5. Concepts/Boundaries
6. Contextual Evaluation
J
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Reviewer/Date

National Park Service

Comments

S= Attached

U.S. Department of thelnterior
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JAMES E. MiLANo
MAYOR

CITY OF MELROSE

MASSACHUSETTS

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR

January 12, 1981

Patricia L. Wesl owski

State Historic Preservation Officer
Corrunonwealth of Massachusetts

Office of the Secretary of State
Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion e
294 VJashington Street

Boston, Massachusetts 02108

Dear Mrs. VJesl owski :

Thank you forvjriting tonme recently

JAN K AJS|

to the Beebe Estate which i sunder consideration
by your Historical Comm ssion fornom nation onthe

National Register.

riin/. CCVIy

relative

As you know from information submttedt oyou
prop-

by the Melrose Historical Comm ssion that

erty has a very long and distinguished part

history of this City.

this
i nthe

The School Department, which has it sAdministra-

tive Offices i nthis building, i svery nmuch supportive
of the proposed recognition, and i t goes without saying
that | amfirmy commtted also i nhaving this Estate
becone |isted i ntheNational Register of Historic
Pl aces.

Very tru*y yours,

/James E. Milano
(y MAYOR

JEM/mo's

cc: Dr. George R Quinn, Supt. of Schools

235 ). Foster Street
Mel rose, M.

M. Orren Lynde WAl sh H/"Yp

Mel rose Historical Com nission
409 Lebanon St.
Mel rose, M.



COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
iiiiiimf | Office of the Secretary of State
MASSACHUSETTS 294 washington Street

Boston, Massachusetts
HISTORICAL 02108 MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY
COMMISSION 617-727-8470 Secretary of State

February 24, 1981

Ms. Carol Shull, Acting Chief
Registration Branch

National Park Service

440 G Street, NW

Washington D.C. 20243

Dear Ms. Shull:
Encl osed youwill find thefollowing nom nation forns:

Mel rose: Beebe Estate (State)
Weymout h:  Jefferson School (Local)

Bot h have been voted eligible by theState Review Board and have been signed by
the State Historic Preservation Officer. Both areowned by public agencies which
consent t otheir nom nation.

Sincerely,

Candace Je
Registratio"!

Cllk



ENTR ES | NTHE NATI ONAL REJ STER
MSSACH BEETTS

MY 20 1981

STATE

Date Entered

Name Location

MaliOM
MIddl«s«z County

Al so Notified

Honor abl e Paul E. Tsongas

Honorabl e Eoward M Kennedy State Historic PreservationOfficer
Honorabl e Edvard J. Mrkey Ms. Patricia L. Vsl onaki
Nort heast Region, HIRS Executive Drector

Massachusetts Historical Conission
294 \Mdshi ngt on Street
_ Bost on, Massachusetts 02108
] R Eady/ bj r/ 5/ 26/ 81

further information, please call theNational Register at (202)343-6401,

1/\/\



