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1. Name 4ŷ ..eĴ ^ L̂̂ ^̂ X̂ ZZ-

>r HCRS use only 

celvedMAR 6 1981 

ate entered MAY 2 0 1981 

historic F o s t e r - B i g e l o w House 

and/orcommon Seebe E s t a t e ( p r e f e r r e d ) 

2. Location 
street & number 2 3 5 W .̂̂ «-t F o s t e r S not for publication 

city, town M e l r o s e vicinity of congressional district S e v e n t h 

state M a s s a c h u s e t t s code 0 25 county M i d d l e s e x code 0 1 7 

3. Classif ication 
Category Ownersh ip Status Present Use 

district X public ^ occupied agriculture museum 
X building(s) private unoccupied commercial park 

structure both work in progress ^ educational private residence 
site Publ ic Acqu is i t i on Access ib le entertainment religious 
object in process X. yes: restricted X government scientific 

being considered ^ yes: unrestricted ^ industrial transportation 
no military other: 

4. Owner of Property 

name C i t y of Melrose 

street & number Cambridge S t r e e t 

city, town Melrose vicinity of state Massachusetts 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Middlesex County R e g i s t r y of Deeds 

street & number Cambridge S t r e e t 

city, town Cambridge state Massachusetts 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
Inventory of the H i s t o r i c A s s e t s of the Commonwealth 

title has this property been determined elegible? yes X no 

date 1977 federal X state county local 

depository for survey records Massachuset t s H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

city, town Boston state Massachusetts 



7. Descr ipt ion 

Condition Check one Check one 
X- excellent deteriorated X unaltered -X original site 

good ruins altered moved date 
. fair unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

The Beebe House , an e a r l y Greek R e v i v a l p e r i o d e s t a t e , stands on one and t h r e e -
q u a r t e r acres of l a n d s i t u a t e d a t the head of a major i n t e r s e c t i o n i n downtown 

^ Melrose. The e x c e l l e n t l y conceived and commanding de s i g n of the b u i l d i n g takes 
maximum advantage of i t s l a r g e , open s i t e , b e i n g s e t w e l l back from the p r o p e r t y 
l i n e s on a l l s i d e s . 

The l a r g e , n e a r l y c u b i c a l b u i l d i n g i s two s t o r i e s h i g h , sheathed i n c l a p b o a r d s , 
w i t h a h i g h h i p r o o f and t a l l t h i n end chimneys p a i r e d a t e i t h e r s i d e . The 
unusual p a t t e r n of o r n a m e n t a t i o n w i t n e s s e s the t r a n s i t i o n a l n a t u r e of the 
b u i l d i n g ' s p e r i o d of c o n s t r u c t i o n . 

The house has a f i v e bay facade w i t h 6 over 6 windows -- t a l l e r on the f i r s t 
, f l o o r , s m a l l e r and c l o s e t o the eaves on the second f l o o r — a n d a c e n t e r door­

way. T h i s e n t r a n c e i s emphasized by a s t u r d y p o r t i c o w i t h f l u t e d D o r i c columns, 
h i g h f l a t e n t a b l a t u r e , and pedimented r o o f . The doorway i t s e l f has s i d e l i g h t s 
(now blocked i n ) and a glazed transom. E x c e p t i n g t h i s s t r i k i n g element, the 
v i s u a l focus of the Beebe House i s not the facade, w i t h i t s narrow f l a t corner 
boards, f a s c i a , and window s u r r o u n d s . The eye i s drawn f i r s t t o the p o r t i c o 
and then upward t o a s u p e r b l y e n r i c h e d r o o f l i n e . 

A low openwork b a l u s t r a d e w i t h an "X" p a t t e r n runs along the base of the r o o f . 
An a c r o t e r i a m o t i f i n a s c r o l l and anthemion p a t t e r n ornaments the corners and 
cen t e r panel of each s i d e of the b a l u s t r a d e . The most dominant element, how-

,ever, i s the c e n t r a l c u p o l a . The l a r g e c y l i n d e r shape s i t s on a p o l y g o n a l base 
: . and c o n s i s t s of s i x f l u t e d I o n i c columns s u p p o r t i n g an e n t a b l a t u r e which i s 

d e l i c a t e l y e m b e l l i s h e d w i t h carved w r e a t h s , d e n t i l s , anthemion a n t e f i x , and a 
c e n t r a l urn-capped f i n i a l . W i t h i n t h i s frame i s a low b a l u s t r a d e and s i x 2 over 
2 windows. 

Att a c h e d t o the west s i d e of the house i s a s m a l l , o n e - s t o r y , h i p - r o o f e d 
a d d i t i o n ; a t the r e a r i s a l a r g e 2 - s t o r y wing w i t h a h i p r o o f . Behind the 
house i s a l a r g e barn from the C o l o n i a l R e v i v a l p e r i o d . This s t r u c t u r e has a 
s t e e p l y p i t c h e d gambrel r o o f , cross-gambrel on the facade, hipped dormers, and 
a s m a l l p o l y g o n a l l a n t e r n . 



8. Significance 

Period 
prehistoric 
1400-1499 
1500-1599 
1600-1699 
1700-1799 

_ X _ 1800-1899 
1900-

Areas of Signif icance—Check and justify below 
archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture religion 
archeology-historic 
agriculture 

X architecture 
art 
commerce 
communications 

conservation 
economics 
education 
engineering 
exploration/settlement 

X- industry 
invention 

law 
literature 
military 
music 
philosophy 
politics/government 

science 
sculpture 
social/ 
humanitarian 
theater 

X transportation 
other (specify) 

Specific dates 1828 Builder/Architect 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

The Beebe E s t a t e r e p r e s e n t s an e a r l y achievement i n the Greek R e v i v a l s t y l e . I t 
was b u i l t by an i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y prominent merchant as a summer house and was sub­
s e q u e n t l y occupied by a nunber of i n f l u e n t i a l area businessmen. The b u i l d i n g 
thus meets c r i t e r i a B and C of the N a t i o n a l R e g i s t e r of H i s t o r i c Places. 

I n the e a r l y n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y Melrose ( t h e n N o r t h Maiden) was a p l e a s a n t farming 
community about seven m i l e s n o r t h of Boston. W i l l i a m F o s t e r of Boston was im­
pressed by the n a t u r a l beauty of the area and i n 1828 purchased a s u b s t a n t i a l 
acreage near the c e n t e r of town. On t h i s s i t e he b u i l t the l o v e l y home now known 
as the Beebe E s t a t e . 

F oster (1772-1863) was born i n t o a Boston merchant f a m i l y . At 
sent t o Europe t o act as h i s f a t h e r ' s r e p r e s e n t a t i v e i n Spain 
served i n Napoleon's army, p a r t i c i p a t e d i n many events of the 
and a t one time was p r e s i d e n t of a branch of the J a c o b i n Club, 
which e x e r t e d p r o f o u n d i n f l u e n c e on the p r o g r e s s of the French 
major importance t o the American t e x t i l e i n d u s t r y was F o s t e r ' s 
U n i t e d S t a t e s i n 1793, when he smuggled i n t h r e e Merino sheep-
i n t r o d u c e d t o t h i s c o u n t r y . This i m p o r t a n t breed of sheep was 
wool, and Spain and France p r o h i b i t e d i t s e x p o r t i n an e f f o r t 
c o u n t r i e s ' economic advantage. 

an e a r l y age he was 
and France. F o s t e r 
French R e v o l u t i o n , 
a p o l i t i c a l group 
R e v o l u t i o n . Of 

t r i p back t o the 
-the f i r s t ever 
v a l u e d f o r i t s f i n e 

to r e t a i n t h e i r ' 

Foster r e t u r n e d permanently t o Boston i n 1807 w i t h h i s w i f e and two c h i l d r e n , 
b u i l d i n g a w i n t e r home on Beacon H i l l and l a t e r (1828) t h i s summer home i n Melrose 
Foster remained a c t i v e as a commission merchant but a l s o p a r t i c i p a t e d a c t i v e l y i n 
l o c a l p o l i t i c s (as a p o l i t i c a l w r i t e r and a s t a t e s e n a t o r ) and f r e q u e n t l y was 
c a l l e d i n t o c o u r t t o t r a n s l a t e w r i t i n g s from French, Spanish, and I t a l i a n . 

About 1842, a f t e r h i s w i f e ' s d e a t h , F o s t e r s o l d the Melrose house to W i l l i a m 
Harlow, a l s o a Boston businessman. Mr. Harlow was connected w i t h the steam 
r a i l r o a d b u s i n e s s , and i t was w h i l e he was l i v i n g i n t h i s house (1845) t h a t the 
Boston & Maine r a i l r o a d t r a c k s were l a i d t h r o u g h M e l r o s e , a p o r t i o n a d j o i n i n g h i s 
l a n d . 

I n 1854 the p r o p e r t y was s o l d t o L i b e r t y Bigelow (1815-1890), who had a ver y 
a c t i v e l i f e i n the r a i l w a y b u s i n e s s . Bigelow e s t a b l i s h e d the f i r s t stage express 
between Boston and New York, was the f i r s t s u p e r i n t e n d e n t of the S u l l i v a n and the 
Rutland R a i l r o a d l i n e s i n Vermont, and was s u p e r i n t e n d e n t of the much l a r g e r 
F i t c h b u r g R a i l r o a d (a post he accepted the same year i n which he purchased t h i s 
house). Bigelow l e f t the F i t c h b u i g R a i l r o a d i n 1857 t o e s t a b l i s h h i s own r a i l ­
road express business i n Boston. His company was l a t e r merged i n N o r t h e r n Express 
L t d . , which became known as one of the f i n e s t and most prosperous express com­
panies on the c o n t i n e n t , o p e r a t i n g a U.S. t o Canada l i n e . 

4 



9. Major Bibliographical References 
New England Genealogical Society Report, October 1863. 
Melrose Free Press -- September 25, 1915. 
Goss, Elbridge H., History of Melrose (Melrose, 1902). ,B»̂ -->n9-ar« 

ACREAGE i i l Vllitf ttP 
10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property 7 6 . 0 0 0 Sq . F t . ( 1 3 / 4 a c r e ) 

Quadrangle name B o s t o n N o r t h 

UMT References 

Quadrangle scale 1 : 2 4 , 0 0 0 
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Verbal boundary desc r ip t i on and j us t i f i ca t i on 

See attached sketch map 

List a l l s ta tes and coun t i es for p roper t ies over lapping s ta te or coun ty boundar ies 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 
with Orren L. Waish, cnairman, 

Wendy F r o n t i e r o , P r e s e r v a t i o n P l a n n e r , Melrose H i s t o r i c a l Commission name/title 

organization ̂ ^ss^<^husetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission jjgjg Decem.ber 17, 1980 

street & number 294 Wash ing ton S t r e e t telephone 7 2 7 - 8 4 7 0 ( 6 1 7 ) 

cityortown Bos ton state Massachuse t t s 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is 

. national state local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service. 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

... Commission 
title Executive D i r e c t o r , Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l date 

For HCRS use only 
IJiereby certify that this property is included in the National Register 

Keeper of ^ e National, R e n t e r 

Attest: 

^ t / C h i e f of 

}T me National Hegistei 

date 

Registration 

G P O 9 38 8 35 
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Bigelow also established the Chicago City Railway Co., a horse-drawn street railway 
system for the newly t h r i v i n g c i t y of Chicago, and f i r s t conceived the idea of 
running a system of railway coaches between the rai l r o a d stations and hotels i n 
Chicago — an idea which spread rapidly through the east coast. 

Bigelow died i n Melrose i n 1890; his widow, Harriet, occupied the house u n t i l 
her death i n 1898, Mrs, Bigelow was a strong supporter of a c i t y h ospital, and 
i t was i n t h i s house that the Melrose Hospital Association was organized i n 1893. 

Mrs. Bigelow l e f t her home to her daughter, Katherine, who was married to Decius 
Beebe, descendant of a wealthy family and a member of the leather house of Lucius 
Beebe and Sons of Boston. This f i r m had extensive interests and tanneries i n New 
England and was well recognized throughout the trade. Decius was also active i n 
local f i n a n c i a l a f f a i r s as President of the Melrose National Bank, as trustee of 
the Melrose Savings Bank, and as a generous contributor to the Melrose Hospital. 
The Beebe family continued to occupy the estate u n t i l the l a s t member died i n 1963. 
In that year, the property was taken by the City of Melrose through eminent domain 
and turned over to the School Department fo r use as an administration building, a 
use which continues today. 

In addition to i t s h i s t o r i c a l significance i n commerce, transportation and industry 
the Beebe House also possesses considerable ar c h i t e c t u r a l significance. Retaining 
the t r a d i t i o n a l f i v e bay center entry form of the Federal period, i t i s most 
notable for the sophistication of i t s roof d e t a i l which includes an elaborate cupola 
based on the Choragic Monument of Lysicrates. Research to date has not proven that 
t h i s feature i s o r i g i n a l and i t may date to a l a t e r period such as that of the Harlow 
occupancy in the 1840's. However, i f t h i s feature i s o r i g i n a l , i t may represent i t s 
f i r s t use i n the United States, and the house would assume a c r i t i c a l role i n the his­
tory of American Architecture. 

The Beebe Estate, having originated i n 1828 as a summer house i n the then r u r a l 
community of North Maiden, should be considered to possess potential for the 
presence of archaeological remains. Domestic refuse, indicative of foodways and 
social status, may exist on the property i n a broadly cast or concentrated form. 
Archaeological features representing changes i n landscaping and land use are also 
quite l i k e l y to be present. Both kinds of archaeological remains can be useful 
i n understanding the physical development and social context of t h i s small 
landscape. 





United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

Name of Property 
7 

State, County / ^ / ^ cL^^t^-.y^yj^ 
Federal Agency ^ 

The above nomination is being returned to you because of problems in the areas cheeked below and/or on the 
back of this form. Please return this form when the nomination is resubmitted. 

Technical Review 

Name 

Location 

Classification 

Category Ownership 

Owner of Property 

Location of Legal Description 

Representation in Existing Surveys 

Status 

Description 
Condition 

Significance 
Period 

Original Site/Moved (w/date) 

Present Use 

Areas of Significance 

Major Bibliographical References 

Geographical Data 
Acreage Quad Name Quad Scale 
Verbal Boundary Description and/or Site Plan or Tax Map 

Specific Dates 

UTM 

Form Prepared By 

'Certification 
j^/^evel of Significance Federal Signature 

Photographs 
Missing 

Maps 
_ USGS Map 

Comments: 

{^ySKPO Signature 

Not Adequate in Quality 

Site Plan/Sketch Map Historic District Map 

Substantive Review Problems (see reverse) 

Signed 



Substantive Review 

Description 
Incomplete/Inaccurate: 

Alterations: 

Dates: 

Boundary Selection/Justification: 

Other: 

Significance 
Too Weak or General: 

Poorly Related to Resource: 

Confusing/Incomplete: 

Context: 

Integrity: 

Period of Significance Unclear: 

Exception(s) to Criteria not Justified: 

Other: 

Bibliography: 

Geographical Data 
Acreage: 

VBD: 

Certification: 

Photographs: 
Inadequate Coverage: 

Poorly Labeled/Not Keyed to Map 

Other: 

Maps 
. USGS Sketch 

Missing 
Location of Resource(s) 
Boundary Lines 
Discrepencies 
Other 

Comments 

Reviewer Chief, Branch of Registration Date 
tel: (202) 343-6401 



dnr-3 
Name _ ^ 
State, County yy^ ̂  >-̂ g^>>«'̂ g^^y^Fed Nom or Request—Agency 
Working Number L^<^/^/A7 ^ Federal Register Date A, 9-. %^ 

_::^ldg(s) 
_ S i t e 

Object 
Structure 
District 

Nomination 
Determination of Eligiblity 

On Nomination Form 

Within: 
Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

Maps / / 
PhotoT_£-^ 

Nomination prepared by: 
_y State Staff 

Local 
Other 

Action: / .̂.̂ necK u Appropriaie: 
^ykcCEPT Sn jd jk l State Request for Review 

nuTTTTJM ^ _ Keeper's Decision to Review 
2nd Return 

Check if Appropriate: 

RETURN 
REJECT 

I . Evaluation of Resource (cont. on back if necessary) 

{crxMi^ 

n. Evaluation of Nomination 

1. Descriptive Statement 
Short Format _j^Yes No 

Good 
Adequate 

Poor Comments 

y 
2. Significance Statement 

Short Format y Yes No 
/ 

3. Concepts/Integrity 

J 
4. Concepts/Criteria 

5. Concepts/Boundaries 

6. Contextual Evaluation 

J 
General Comments (cont. on back if necessary) 

Reviewer/Date 

National Park Service 

See Attached 

U.S. Department of the Interior 



4 Pr%Dperty 

State 

TECHNICAL 
Photos 
Maps / / 

CONTROL 

HISTORIAN 

ARCHITECTURAL HISTORIAN 

ARCHEOLOGIST 

OTHER 

HAER 
Inventory 

Review 

REVIEW UNIT CHIEF 

BRANCH CHIEF 

KEEPER 

National Register Write-up 
Federal Register Entry 

Send-back 
Re-submit 

Entered MAY 2 0 1981 

United States Department of the Interior - Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service 













C I T Y O F M E L R O S E JAN K /̂ JSI 
M A S S A C H U S E T T S 

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR • - . — 
JAMES E. MiLANo " r i i ^ / . CC.V/.'.y 

M A Y O R 

January 12, 1981 

P a t r i c i a L. Weslowski 
State H i s t o r i c Preservation O f f i c e r 
Corrunonwealth of Massachusetts 
O f f i c e of the Secretary of State 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission • ; ' 
2 94 VJashington Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 02108 

Dear Mrs. VJeslowski: 

Thank you f o r v j r i t i n g t o me r e c e n t l y r e l a t i v e 
t o the Beebe Estate which i s under c o n s i d e r a t i o n 
by your H i s t o r i c a l Commission f o r nomination on the 
N a t i o n a l Register. 

As you know from i n f o r m a t i o n submitted t o you 
by the Melrose H i s t o r i c a l Commission t h a t t h i s prop­
e r t y has a very long and d i s t i n g u i s h e d p a r t i n the 
h i s t o r y o f t h i s C i t y . 

The School Department, which has i t s Administra­
t i v e O f f i c e s i n t h i s b u i l d i n g , i s very much supportive 
of the proposed r e c o g n i t i o n , and i t goes w i t h o u t saying 
t h a t I am f i r m l y committed also i n having t h i s Estate 
become l i s t e d i n the N a t i o n a l Register o f H i s t o r i c 
Places. 

Very t r u ^ y yours, 

JEM/mo's 

/James E. Mi lano 
( y M A Y O R 

cc: Dr. George R. Quinn, Supt. of Schools 
2 35 VJ. Foster Street 
Melrose, Ma. 

Mr. Orren Lynde Walsh Hf/̂p 
Melrose H i s t o r i c a l Cominission 
409 Lebanon St. . . 
Melrose, Ma. 



i i i i i i m f I 
MASSACHUSETTS 

HISTORICAL 
COMMISSION 

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 
Office of the Secretary of State 
294 Washington Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 
02108 
617-727-8470 

MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY 
Secretary of State 

February 24, 1981 

Ms. Caro l S h u l l , A c t i n g Chief 
R e g i s t r a t i o n Branch 
N a t i o n a l Park Serv ice 
440 G S t r e e t , NW 
Washington D.C. 20243 

Dear Ms. S h u l l : 

Enclosed you w i l l f i n d the following nomination forms: 

Melrose: Beebe Estate (State) 
Weymouth: Jefferson School (Local) 

Both have been voted e l i g i b l e by the State Review Board and have been signed by 
the State Historic Preservation Officer. Both are owned by public agencies which 
consent to th e i r nomination. 

Sincerely, 

Candace Je 
Registratio"! 

CJ/lk 



ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE MASSACHUSETTS 

Date Entered MAY 2 0 1981 

Name Location 

MaliOM 
Mlddl«s«z County 

•il 

Also Notifie d 

Honorable Paul E. Tsongas 

Honorable Edward M. Kennedy 
Honorable Edward J. Markey 
Northeast Region, HCRS 

State Historic Preservation Officer 
Mrs. Patricia L. Weslowaki 
Executive Director 
Massachusetts Historical Conission 
294 Washington Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 02108 

] NR Eady/bjr/5/26/81 

further information, please c a l l the National Register at (202)343-6401, 

1̂ ^ 


