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The S. N. Wood House east of Cottbriwood Falls is a
story; native lirnegione^ranch house, which 1 is generally rectangular 
in shape with the main facade on the south. The house was built in 
two, possibly three, sections. It is known that the east portion 
is the most recent.

The stone for the west part of the house is crudely laid in 
a random ashlar pattern with rough irregular joints and horizontal 
coursing. The stones vary greatly in size and are hand split. 
No special stone treatment is used around the window and door openings 
except for the solid stone lintels.

The stone masonry work for the east portion differs in that the 
individual stones are hand cut to a rectangular shape and the stone 
work is laid in random but horizontal coursing. The stones vary in 
size with the larger stones occurring at the building corners and 
window jambs.

The roof on the west portion is gabled while a hip roof covers 
the east part. The roof overhang is treated in simple plain lines. 
Red composition shingles now cover the roof. Window and door openings 
are simple rectangles with stone sills and lintels. A large porch 
spans the entire length of the south facade and is supported by 
ornamental columns. Winged brackets are used at the juncture of the 
porch roof line and the columns.

The interior of the house has been modernized: ceilings have 
been lowered and wood paneling placed on the walls. However, the 
thick interior stone walls are still quite noticeable at the doorways 
as are the large flat stone door sills.

Located just north of the house is a large stone barn featuring 
an arched cut stone entrance on the south. The barn was built for 
Sam Wood in the 1860 's at the same time as the house. Other adjacent 
farm and ranch buildings',' although well-kept, date from a later period.
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SamueL Newitt .Wffod, a peripatetic po]l.itician_of_ 19.^ti_century Kansas, 
built a large stolie house onL~his farm just east of Cottonwood Falls "~'~~" 
in Chase county in the 1860'\^ Born in Ohio in 1825, Wooctjcame to 
Lawrence, Kansas, in 1854 to work for the free^state cause. He_helped 
establish_CJiasp nntmfey jjh 185EL and settled near Cottonwool Falls in 
1859, where on May 30, 1859, he publishedJgie__first issue?of The Kansas 
Press, the first newspaper in the^go^gtv." Dissatisfied; with the 
slow growth of the town, he moved paper and family to nearby Council 
Grove in August, 1859, and lived there for three years^p

Sam Wood was elected in 1859 as the 'representative^or Chase, Morris, 
and-Madison counties in Ithe territorial j-egj-slaSure. ^ was a member 
of the f^ir^jL_s^ate_sje^ia:ti^in 1861-1862 and~was in thejtate senate 
again in 1867. He also [served in the state house of JJpresentatives 
in 1864, 1866, 1876, and^ 1877, acting as speafccfe of t|| house in 1877. 
Wood had a number of terms as Chase county attorney cffiH campaigned, 
usually unsuccessfully, for a variety of other positions over the 
years. ' , ' .'... . '.'  ' " ' :.:- . '  -.. .  ' jjjz^ ' '• ' . '

In addition to his political activity Wood had wide-ranging 
business interests. At various times he wasv among~^ther things, 
a practicing attorney, real estate broker, cattle buyer, cattle raiser, 
publisher, insurance agent, town promoter, add freight line operator. 
He was also a militia of ficer during the Civj

After several years in Council Grove, WoJ^ returned to Cottonwood 
Falls and "hrvi,i>- -Hio w^cj-h pgrt o^ ['***& larg^gfone^ house. The exact 
date of the construction is note known. A letter to Wood written in 
January, 1864, by H. L. Scribii^r , apparently an employee of Wood 
who looked after the farm, mentioned a stabjfe being completed, and in 
May Scribner wrote that he was ready for tbe builder "to push the house 
as fast as possible." A letter from a Cotionwood Falls resident, A. P. 

...Gandy, in 1867 indicated that work on Wdodfs house was going well
cb^sidering the weather. Whether the construction of the house was 

a deS^yed until 1867 or the 1867 letter refers to an addition is not clear. 
?ood\used Cottonwood Falls as his base of operations, but his extensive 
isinlpss interests frequently took him tc all parts of Kansas and into 

)ring states.
early as 1864 Wood was advertisirg his Chase county farm for sale  

$1QO000 for 1,080 acres. After the corstruction of the house and barn .. •/.
price went up. -On January 30, 186*, in the Chase County Banner $-'

m m
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8. Wood advertised as follows:
"Well watered with the Cottonwood river and Buck Creek; containing 
1/400 acres; 1,000 acres under fence, 150 acres timber, 300 acres 
broke land; over 1,000 acres of first class river bottom; no better 
land in the world. A Stone House and Stone Barn,: costing over 
$5,000. Will sell the whole 1,400 acres for $28,000." 
However, it was not until 1874 that Wood sold the large farm to 

Judge David K. Cartter of Cleveland, Ohio. Although the judge only 
visited the farm occasionally, a;son, Dr. William H. Cartter, moved his 
family from Cleveland to the farm and lived there unti.1 his death in 
1904. Although he apparently did not practice his profession to any 
great extent in Chase county, the e^a^^_addj.Jbion to the house carries 
the local name of "Dr. Cartter's Office" and was evidently built 
during the early part of the Cartter residency. The property later 
passed to Dr. Cartter's son-in-law, Charles Gregory, and his brother 
William. The Gregory family lost the ranch following ;a mortgage fore 
closure in 1933, and it became the property of Ludvig -Nelson, whose 
widow is the present owner. 1

SamiieJ.o^Ni^Wopd movej§^wjej3j^wj^^^ with;i his promotions and 
schemes along with the line of settlement. He '^s^]3^j^^^SKS^^^^jL_ : 

as a ,cj:>njiej3i;i^ in the jcounty seat! war of ̂ Steveris
in extreme southwest'Kansas. His iDojiy^Falls for interment. ?r """".'"""""" ' 

~°^"s^l^J'"I'a^^^r*anibling'ranch house is significant because of its 
connection with Sam Wood, oj^BjoJ^JKaris^^^
politicians. Regarded by many contemporaries as one of the founders 
of statehood, Wood was a key spokesman and prominent participant in 
territorial politics from 1854 to 1861 and in the formative years of 
statehood. ;

The Kansas Press (Cottonwood Falls),, May 30, June 13, 1859.
The Kansas Press (Council Grove), October 17, 1859, October 12, 1863, Novem 

ber 30, 1863, August 20, 1864.
Letters to S. N. Wood from D. K. Cartter, July 28, August 4, and August 16, 

1874 (S. N. Wood Collection, Kansas State Historical Society Manuscript 
Division).

Letter>to S. N. Wood from A. P. Gandy, January 29,^1867 (S. N. Wood Collec 
tion, Kansas State Historical Society Manusjcript Division) . 

;ters to S. N. Wood from H. L. Scribner, January 20, \ May 28, 1864 (S. N. 
!pod Collection, Kansas State Historical Sojciety Manuscript Division). 

Sister M. Berard, Samuel N. Wood; Chronic Agitator, unpublished 
oral dissertation at St. Louis University, 1968.
nry F., "County Seat Controversies in Southwestern Kansas," Kansas 
orical Quarterly, v. 2, no. 1 (February, 1933) , pp. 55-61. 
uses," Chase County Historical Sketches, v. 3 (Chase County 
.orical Society, 1966), pp. 369-375.T
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Supervisors and Commissioners Journal No. 1, Chase County, Kansas, March 
15, 1859 August 20, 1861. (Copy in Kansas State Historical Society 
Manuscript Division). ;

Wood, Bessie M., "Col. Samuel N. Wood and Family," Chase County Historical 
Sketches, v. 1 (Chase County Historical Society, 1940), pp. 424-427.


