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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Lhe plan consists of a central b10ck which had a pair of parlors across
the eastern front, with the” dlnlng room, pantry and staircases behind.
There are two smeller recessed wings connected to either side of this bloc]
the one to the South being a morning room, and the northern one contain-
ing 2 library and vestibule. The interesting and unigue features of
this arrangement are: first, that the entrance, unlike almost all con-
temporary designs, is on one of the recessed lateral wings,. second,
that the staircase (or hall) is completely an interior room with ho
windows and not located on the central axis of the plan; and that it
contains a.double~balustraded stair, eliptical in plan, and partly free
standing, and third, that the plan is.asymmetric. None of these features
is original, but it was seldom that so many were 1ncorporated into the
plan of the house. '

The treatment of the\Q\ tterior is also a departure from the usual., A deli-
cate wrought-iron porch surmounted by & balcony, runs around the front
of the central block to the square-pillared colonades of the lateral
wings. The most outstanding features of the facade are the painted
frieze of the center block and the threge sunk papels painted o repre-
sent_niches and Jife=size statues "& trompe 1loegll". ‘Oblong windows
extending from f1oor negrlv to celllng _provide three verticle accents™
in the central block of the racade. Here the central window opening of
the first floor is filled with a2 grisaille consisting of the statue
of Erato with her lyre standing in a niche., 8imilar vertical accents
are formed by windows and niches paintedha trompe 1l'oeil" in the lateral
wings. On the south wing the central panel on the ground floor level
is z representation of a niche containing a grisaille statue of Junc.
Directly above in a niche is the grisaille of an urn. On the north
wing the central parc‘ on the ground floor is a painting of Victory.
Here the'trompe l'eeull“ hiche on the second floor level with & gris-
aille of an urn is 1Bcated nobe ~directly above this painting but rather
next to the main section of the house, The painted frieze beneath. the
cornice of the center block consists of a wide band showing a delicate
curvilinear pattern of swegs and ribbons. The ground of this frieze
is rust. The ‘stucco of the rest 0f~£heWbLlld1ng 15 plnk. The eaves
and the ceiling of the porch are sky blue. '
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Inside the house the staircase is lired and painted to resemble marble.
It has on the steir well two femsle figures executed in the same menner
as those on the exterior. The walls of the two parlors are painted
to resemble paneling and there are four medallions of | dagg&ggﬂg;r
on the street wall., The over-mentles and the ceilings of these/
rooms are alive with ange%§, gherubs, birds, and insects, and 1
center of each ceiling is a2 1arge murai. The one in the nort
depicts Phoebus in a chariot drawn”ﬁ?‘norses, and the one in
south parlor depicis Jove ,in a chariot dvawn by eagles,
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The morning room contzins probably the most charming and certain
most informel of 211 the wall decorations. Here there are birds am
vines: placed in open arcades with wicker work in front of blue skies
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reqognltlou. The” act 'nat the records show many changes made in the
process of the ere¢tion of the house' would" indicate that Mr. -Oliver,
who was on the site most of the time, msy actually have had something
to do with the design, though probably under the. guidance of Town. This
- would bedr out the Alsop family tradition that some member of the family
had designed the house, R ’ '

NS TR Uc TIONS

It is linteresting to ncte the close resemblance of the Alsop House nov
only to a composite of Town's other work, but to the work of Ludwig

Persiugzand Ker] Friedrick Schinkel, the host outstanding Classical

Revivel architect in Korthern GermanJ In fact, Persius! Landhsus in

Potsdem is almost identical in ivs exterior de51gn to the Alsop House,

even to the trompe—l'oell statues of the facade and decorative 1r0n B
wWorke - -
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Though the house is technically Greek Revival, it sums up in general
many other aspects of the Classiczl Revival Era, called Empire in
France and Regency in England, and illustrates the restrained propor-
tions and elegant grace of the period which sometimes, as here, did
not always fellow the classical orders too slavzshly. The house is

one gfithose most prominently discussed and illustrated in the stendard
work by Talbot Hamlin, Greek Revival Architecture In Amerlca, and is
one of the bulldlngs featured in Great Georgian Houses in America.

The exterior.and.interior-decoraitions. exec cated in cil on plaster are
unique in the domestic architecture of America, Although they are
attributed in Edward Allen's Early American Wall Paintings to Brumidi,

whe decorated the walls of the United States Capitol, stylistic comparison
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Talbot Hamlin, Greek Revival Architecture in America. New York: Dover
Publicaticns, Inc., 196l.

Logan Luke, "Historical and Critical Eveluation of the #Alsop House. !
Unpublished term paper for 2 course in architectural
history at Wesleyan University in 1953.

The George W, and Harriet B. Davison Art Center. Pamphlet
published by WESlevan University, Middletown, Connecticut, 195
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Present and original Appesrance

and the 1llusorymp%33pect1ve of these panels is reminiscent of the great
A

scenic murals of the ltalien Renaissance, In'one of the panels a green,

red, and yellow South Carclina parakeet is sitting on a hopp. The

feellng of the room is both. light, gay, and decoratlve. :

In the transformation of the old Alsop house 1nto the present Dav1son
Art Center changes were made in the stables, which weré remodeled into
studlos, and the lower floor of a service w1ng, whlchmﬂ@ : ‘ B
into & lecture roaf, and z bedroom which was divided into two offlces.
The former porcli¥along the wing was 1ncorporated into.a long gallery
carried around two sides of a court to the main gellery which in its
exterior design reflects the simple lines &nd masses of the original
house. Besides the addition of the gallery, the use of the building

as an art center reguired & newly built area joining the house to the
old stebles. This addition provides office space, an entrance to the
new gallery and a passagewsy to the old barn which although considerably
altered outside retains its fine exterior,

The two formel drawing rooms, the morning room, the stair hall, foyer
and dining rooms are preserved with their original wall and ceiling
decorations. These were cleaned and g estored under the direction

of Richard Buck, Head of the Conservdtlon Depzrtment at the Fogg
Museum of Harvard University. Since little of the original painting
was badly damaged, the present effect is substantially what it wgs.

1 when the painting was new. The rooms have been Aurnlﬂhgdw@gd decoraued
to reflect the best taste of the period, and not to reproduce the
pnearaﬁce ce of tHE Houre Wigh in the possession of its former owners,
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shows this ascription to be unlikely. The Italian, moreover, did not come
to this country until 1852, and evidence points to the paintings having
been executed socon after the completion of the house. Talbot Hamlin says
in the 1964 edition of his Greek Revival Architecture in America that
the Alsop family tradition has it that the builder of the house took his _
bride for their wedding journey on an extended trip through France and Italy |
 and, returning, brought back with him a group of skilled Italian craftsmen.
The general plan of the house he devised himself” and had the help of a -
local architect in seeing it into the final’ form, “the” aetual .construction
- and the entireddecoration being the work of the Itallan crai‘“bsmen he had '
 brought with him for that purpose. : '
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Plan of the Alsop House Ttakenfrom Talbot Hamlin's Greek Revival

- Architecture- in America

most-original and highly 9¢
arranged for living and ent,
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