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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Fanwood Railroad Station is composed of the main outbound 
building, the inbound building and a covered overpass joining the 
two.

The main building was built in 1874 by the Central Railroad 
of New Jersey. The overpass was built in the 20th Century, and the 
small inbound building is early 20th Century. Both the inbound 
building and the overpass belong to the ConRail and are presently in 
a bad state of repair.

The main building is oriented northeast/southwest according 
to its largest dimension. It is 50 feet long, 20 feet wide and 25 
feet high to the base of the pitched roof, and about 40 feet high to 
the top of the roof.

The building is entirely constructed of wood except the foun­ 
dations which are of cut stones. The base course, the walls, and 
trims are in wood. The first floor is 10 feet 6 inches high and is 
composed of a large meeting room and a kitchen. The second floor is 
8 feet 6 inches high and is composed of a large meeting room, a 
storage room and a room presently occupied by the police department. 
The overall condition of the building is good. Plumbing, heating 
and air-conditioning have been recently renewed, as well as the 
interior finishes. In the lower and upper meeting room used for 
communal activities by the Borough of Fanwood are old furnaces that 
used to warm passengers when the station was still in use before 
1967. The original building was covered with richly decorated 
woodwork under the main roof and sub-roof overhangs. Evidence of 
the original appearance is found in old postcards and early photo­ 
graphs. Most of the lantern lights have disappeared. Although they 
were probably installed after the station was built, they were 
symbolic of the Central Railroad of New Jersey, and still can be 
found at the Somerville Railroad Station. The parking facilities 
around the station are used extensively by commuters. The careful 
landscaping and maintenance of the site owned by the Borough add to 
the value of the building and enhance its historical and communal 
significance.

The inbound station is a simple one story rectangular frame 
building with a clipped gable. The overhang to the track is frame. 
Windows are 2/2 sash.

The pedestrian overpass is frame and steel. The steps and 
landings to the truss overpass are frame. The overpass itself is a 
riveted connected Warren truss.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The stations have historical significance due both to their 
role in the development of Fanwood and their unique architectural 
character as one of the remaining examples of Victorian railroad 
stations in New Jersey.

When the railroad first came to the area in 1831, the Elisa- 
bethtowne-Somerville Railroad did not stop in Fanwood, known then as 
Scotch Plains. In 1838, the Scotch Plains station was built at the 
northeast corner of Midway and Martine Avenues. It was 1874, 
following the construction of a new right of way through Scotch 
Plains that the present station was built. Mr. John Taylor, Pres­ 
ident of the Central Railroad of New Jersey, selected the name 
Fanwood for the new station in honor of Miss Fanny Wood, journalist, 
daughter of one of the Railroad officials and frequent visitor to 
the area. The lands about the station became known as Fanwood Park. 
In 1895, when the residents of Fanwood Park elected to be an inde­ 
pendent municipality, the new Borough of Fanwood was established. 
In 1965 the Fanwood Railroad Station became the property of the 
Borough of Fanwood and it now serves as a community house.

Although the ornamental woodwork which gave the main station 
much of its architectural character has been removed (probably 
around the year 1940), the station remains an important example of 
the Victorian influence on American architecture of the late nine­ 
teenth century. It is known that the Fanwood station was one of a 
series of at least seven Victorian stations in New Jersey of almost 
identical design. These included Bound Brook, Perth Amboy, Red Bank 
(now restored), Matawan, Branch Port, Asbury Park, and Fanwood. 
Most of them have been since torn down and replaced. The Victorian 
Railroad Station at Fanwood was highly symbolic of its age. It was 
the gateway and the focus of the new community. Today, it remains a 
stop along the New York-Philadelphia line (the northern route), and 
more than 700 people use each day the platforms, inbound building 
and parking facilities. Moreover, the building has been acquired by 
the Borough of Fanwood and transformed into a community house, 
testifying again to the importance of the Railroad Station in the 
community. This is a successful example of re-use of an old rail­ 
road station. The building is well-maintained, and it lacks 
only the magnificent woodwork that symbolized the Gingerbread age of 
the 1870 f s.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION
The boundary of the Fanwood Community House is shown as the "proposed taking line" 
of Section 105A on the accompanying map entitled "Annex 1."
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SIGNIFICANCE (continued)

Both stations are distinctive examples of the development 
of the Central Railroad Company of New Jersey and the overpass 
serves as an effective and functional link between the two suburban 
stations.



FHR-8-300 (11-78)

United States Department off the Interior 
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service

National Register of Historic Places 
Inventory—Nomination Form
Continuation sheet Geographical Data Item number 10 _____Page

ADDENDA

Geographical Data

The geographical data for the Fanwood Railroad Station Complex should be amended 
as follows:

Acreage - Area 105A 
Area 105B 

TOTAL

Verbal Boundary Description

BEGINNING at the corner of Martine and South Avenues proceed north along the 
west right-of-way (ROW) of Martine Avenue to the south ROW of North Avenue. Thence, 
proceed south along North Avenue to the East ROW of central crossing. Thence, 
proceed to the north existing railroad property line. Thence, proceed Northeast 
200 feet along the existing north railroad property line. Thence, proceed Southeast 
across the tracks to the existing south railroad property line. Thence, proceed 
Southeast along said line 40 feet; Southwest 90 feet; and South 60 feet to the inter­ 
section of South Avenue and Central crossing. Thence, proceed Northeast along the 
north ROW of South Avenue to the point of beginning.

The area is identified as Area 105A and 105B on the map supplied 
with the nomination.

T. Karschner 
3/1980
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ANNEX 4 Source: RTchard Browne Associates Wayne NJ
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