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1. Name 
historic " ^ r a C a r p o i t e r ^ House 

W i t d i i e Hoxise 
and or common 

2. Location 

street & number 168 Scut l l Streefcv not for publication 

city, town Foj i )orough N/A vicinity of 

state - iassad iuse t ts code 025 eounty ^^orfoH^ code 

3. Classif ication 
Category 

district 
X building(s) 

structure 
site 
object 

Ownersh ip 
X public 

private 
both 

Publ ic Acqu is i t ion 
N / A in process 

being considered 

Status 
occupied 

X unoccupied 
X work in progress 

Access ib le 
X yes: restricted 

yes: unrestricted 
no 

Present Use 
agriculture 
commercial 
educational 
entertainment 
government 
industrial 
military 

museum 
park 
private residence 
religious 
scientific 
transportation 

X other: Currently 
vatjain 

4. Owner of Property 

name Town of FoidDoroTJgli, His tor ical Coiiiriissicn 

street & number Manorial Hal l , 2 South Street 

» Foxborouf2h city, town ^-^^ ^ -̂̂ '̂  N/A vicinity of state 
Massachusetts 0203 

5. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Norfolk County Registry of Deeds 

street & number 10 H i ^ Street 

city, town Dedham state Massachusetts 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
Inventory of the Historic Assets 

title of the Connonwealth, 1̂92 has this property been determined eligible? yes X no 

date 1981 federal X state county local 

depository for survey records Massachiasetts Histor ical CaimLssion 

city, town Boston state Massachusetts 



7. Descr ipt ion Ezra Carpenter House. Fosdjoroueh. MA 

Condition Check one Check one 
excellent deteriorated unaltered X original site 
good ruins JX- altered moved date 

X fair unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

The Ezra Caqienter House is set bade one hundred feet from South Street on a level l o t of 
almost one acre. In f ront of the house are a broad lawn, two l i l a c bushes, and a large 
maple tree; the area behind the house is open except for a few old apple txees. Located 
i n a residential area of single-family 19th and 20th century dwellings, the Ezra 
Carpenter House was b u i l t aromd 1800 along South Street, one of FojdDorough's earliest 
roads. I t consists of a 1%-story main structure with an attached southem wing. In 
the rear i s a small single-story addition, b u i l t ca. 1920. 

The house is a typical Federal-period cottage. The main house is f i v e bays wide with a 
center entry. The roof is a shallow-pitched gable, and there is a small central chinney 
located forward of the ridge. The five-bay southem wing is or iginal to the main house 
up to the second bay. I t was extended around 1830 to include three additional bays 
(two doors and a window) . 

The house stands on i t s or iginal cut-granite foundation. I t s f ront dooirway is em­
bellished with f l a t pilasters wi th sinple Doric capitals. The exterior clapboards are 
i n part or iginal , but the roof i s new covered with asbestos shingles l a id i n a diamond 
pattem. Window frames are or ig inal but sashes have been replaced with 8/12 double-
hung sashes'. 

On the westem side of the building, i t s main facade, four 8/12 simply framed windows 
flank the door and are f lush wi th a plain f r ieze board spanning the f ront of the house. 
Plain wide comer boards frame the facade, lAhich is capped by a comice of crown molding of 
late 19th century date. The westem side of the wing, with three windows and two simply 
framed doorways, is framed by pla in comer boards and comice. 

The northem elevation, a two-bay gable end, has i t s or iginal raking comice and comice 
retums. The two f i r s t - f l o o r windpws have pegged frames; the single secondrstory windcw, 
centered beneath the gable, has Federal-period moldings across the top and along the sides. 

The southem elevation of the main house contains a f i r s t - f l o o r pegged frame window 
and a second f loor Federal-style window identical to that of the northem elevation. The 
second-story window is placed wel l o f f center, an indication that the southem wing is 
or iginal to the main house. 

At the rear of the building, i t s eastem elevation, are three asymmetrically placed 
windows. Like the f ront facade, the rear has a plain f r ieze board and comer boards. 
The comice is identical to that on the f ront facadt. The f la t - roofed shed with a brick 
chimey, i n very poor condition, is a late addition of ca. 1920. Set into the main 
house's roof is a rectangular hatch, also ca. 1920. 

The in te r ior of the main structure, with a typical early 19th century f loor plan, 
retains i t s original Federal-period comice moldings and baseboards. The main house 
has two" large rooms with fireplaces at the f ront and three smaller rooms at the rear. 
A staircase leads to an upstairs bedrocm with fireplace and an a t t i c storeroom. Two of 
the three fireplaces i n the main house also retain or iginal Federal mantels, incl;ading 
one i n the southem front room of the main house vhere a large fireplace has been 
bricked i n . 

No outbuildings remain on the property, altiiough the fomdations, ©f an early 20th century 
bam that bijmed i n the a r l y 1960s remain. 



8* S i g n i f i c a n c e Ezra carpenter House, ForfDorou^, MA -

Period . ft.y^^'vtl Areas of Significance—Check and justify below • »*;.*' -?', '0 . " ' i - . 'iyX. ^ 
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric _ _ community planning landscape architecture religion fZ, 
1400-1499 X_ archeology-historic . . conservation ' law science 
1500-1599 agriculture economics . literature sculpture 

I r _ 1600-1699 " X̂ architecture education military social/ 
1700-1799 _ art ' ._ engineering • music : - ^ . \ T > ' humanitarian 

: X 1800-1899 X commerce '^'^'ss « exploration settlement philosophy theater 
1900- communications . X . industry politics government transportation 

invention other (specify) 

Specific d^Ss ca . 1800 Builder Architect Unknown. 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) . . . ...... -~ • 

The Ezra Carpenter House possesses integrity of location, desigi, setting, materials, 
workmanship, feeling, and association. I t is significant as an intact Federal-period 
cottage and as the heme of the patriarch of one of Fojdjorou^'s most prominent families, 
the Carpenters, vAio contrib\;ited greatly to the late I9th century developmentof the town as an 

important center of straw hat manufacture. The building thus meets Criteria A,B, and C oh the 
local level for l ist ing on the National Register of Historic Places. 
The house was bu i l t for Ezra Carpenter (1753-1841) around 1800. Ihe son of Ndieraiah 
Carpenter, one of Fojdjorou^'s founders, Ezra was a hero of the.Revolutionary War.,. 
He answered the stcmons for mintite men after the battle of LexingtCTi, served at Valley 
Forge, and crossed the Delaware River with General Washington aa Christmas night, 1776. 
After the war, Ezra retumed to Foxborou^, vhich was then primarily a poor agricviltxiral 
comnunity. He became a farmer and a straw merchant, travelling to Boston to trade 
braided straw. He is thou^t to have been the f i r s t straw merchant in a town that by 
the mid J9ti century would become a major regional center for the straw hat and bonnet 
industry. 

The Ezra Carpenter House is architecturally inportant as one of the only intact Federal-
period cottages remaining i n Forfxjrough.... Other early cottages i n Foiiorou^ have had 
ntmerous additions, including front porches', that substantially alter their original 
^pearance. Futhermore,̂  th^, house retains the .integrity, of i t s ;setting,. : ;Little 
development has occurred in "this section of the town, 'arid the property retains i ts rural 
character, looking today much as i t did vhen the f i r s t "Carpenters lived there. 

Ezra Carpenter's children and grandchildren were leaders in Foxborough's civic and 
cotiniercial affairs througihout the 19th century. His son, Daniels (1795-1889), grew ' 
up in the house and inherited his father's small business. He expanded die straw 
enterprise to include bonnet manufacturing as a cottage industry. In addition, he was -
co-owner of a Foxborough box manxafacturing m i l l , ran a thread m i l l , and invested in 
other businesses i n neighboring towns. A successful businessman, Daniels Carpenter 
helped lead Foxborou^ from a relatively diverse econany toward a period at mid-century 
doninated by the h i ^ l y profitable straw goods industry. In 1858, he served as a 
representative to the General Court. 

Descendants of Ezra Carpenter furthered Fojiorou^'s industrial growth. His grandson, 
Erastus P. (1822-1902), and cousins, Oliver and Warren Carpenter, established the 
town's f i r s t formal straw works in 1844. In 1853, Erastus consolidated several straw 
businesses into the Union Straw Works, for i t s time the largest straw factory in the 
world. Erastus was also one of Forf)orou^'s most prominent citizens. He was respon­
sible for plaitiing Foj±)orou^ Cptimcn in 1857, chaired the committee that bui l t the town's 
Memorial Hall in 1868, and toward the end of his l i f e served in Massachusetts' Senate 
and House of Representatives. 



9. Major Bibliographical References 

Jack Authelet, Glimpses of Early Fo26oro. ,The Foxboro Ccnpany, Forfaoro, Massachusetts, 1978 
John Curtis, Architectural Evaluation, Atjgust 1, 1980. 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property 4 2 , 2 9 2 s q . f t 

Quadrangle name Wrp-nthfTP 
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Verba l boundary d e s c r i p t i o n and j u s t i f i c a t i o n 

See attached assessor's map/ 'Vf-

L is t a l l s t a tes and c o u n t i e s for p roper t i es over lapp ing s ta te or county boundar ies 

state N / A code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title {• Betsy Friedberg, Preservation Planner and Mary Elizabeth Pyne, Historic _ 
. Properties Research  

organization Massachusetts Historical Commission date Sep tenber, 1984 • 

street & number 
294 Washington Street 

telephone-
^(617),.727T8470. 

city or town Boston: . - .• •; 'stale: Massachusetts'""--

12. State HisSoric Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: ""^7^Z^^"^l.y,. 

national state . X local ^ 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), I hereby nominate ttiis property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service. - v 7-

State Historic Preservation Officer signature \/(X jjji XXSi. 7̂  • ^(XSlAAAaL 

State Historic Preservation Officer 

For NPS use only 
1 hereby certify that this property is included in the National Regi^r 

• I 

date / ' ^-^-6 

" Keeper of the National Register 

Attest: date 

Ch>et of Reoi'itration 



NPS Font! 10.900-a 
0 « ) 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Inventory—Nomination Form 

Continuation sheet Ezra Carpenter House Hem number 

OWB Kki 1CQ4HXM8 
E i p . 1 0 - 3 1 - M 

Page 1 

Several other resources in Foj±)orou^ are associated with Ezra Carpenter's prominent ' ' ' 
descendants. In 1824, Ezra's son Daniels built a late Federal-style home on Main 
Street. The mansion s t i l l stands but it does not retain integrity. Tne Great Bonnet 
Stop, or Verandah House, which housed the first modest straw worlcs "that"Erastujs,- Oliver, 
and Warren Carpenter established in 1844, s t i l l stands on Wall Street,' a short"'distance 
from Fojiorougfi Cccinoi7. •. - ' 

'The house passed throu^ a nunber of hands i n the late 19th and early 20th centuries 
i n t i l 1911, when i t was purchased by the Witchie family for tee as a dairy farm. Cows 
were kept in a large bam, vhich has since bumed. Foundations of the bam ranain i n 
the northeastem portion of the lot . The Witchie family retained ownership of the 
property un t i l 1977, \^en i t was donated to the Fcwborou^ Historical CannLssion. The 
CcniirLssim plans to restore the building in the future. ' '• 

Archaelogical Considerations: The Ezra Carpenter House may r e t a i n in t ac t 
archaelogical deposits r e l a t i n g to domestic xase o f the property and the 
owners' involvement i n the Straw industry. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
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EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

Carpenter, Ezra, House 
Norfolk County 
MASSACHUSETTS 

im resubmission 
• nomination by person or local government 
d ] owner objection 
d l appeal 

Substantive Review: • sample • request 

DEC 6(984 
Working No. / / 

Fed. Reg. D a t e ; ^ / ^ / ^ ( ^ 

Date Due: / / ? / / ^ - / M o A l ^ 

Act ion : 

Entered In the 
National Segi 

d appeal 

Federal Agency: 

.RETURN. 

.REJECT. 

im NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

Recom./Criteria. 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Date 

see continuation siieet 

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below 
.substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

CaMgory Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 

CH good 

• fair 

I I deteriorated 

I I ruins 

unexposed 

Check one 

unaltered 

altered 

Check one 

• original site 

moved date. 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

• summary paragraph 
CH completeness 
• clarity 
• alterationsAntegrity • ' . . . 
• dates 
I I boundary selection 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

• summary^5>ar|^raph 
im completeness 
• clarity 
im applicable criteria 
• justification of areas checked 
CU relating significance to the resource 

Q context > •' )', •' 
CH relationship of integrity to significance 
CU justification of exception / . : 
• other i . 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 
' 'i'ti, ' '• 

title date 

13. Other 

• Maps 
• Photographs 
• other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to . 

Signed Date Phone: 

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet 
























