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1. Name of Property

historic name  South Amherst Common Historic District

other names/site number.

2. Location
445 Shays Street; South Amherst Common
street & number 979-1081 South East Street; and 324 Pomeroy Lane not for publication
city or town Amherst N/& vicinity
state Massachusetts code MA county Hampshire code 015 zip code 01002

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, | hereby certify that this IS nomination

D request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
[3 meets « does not meet the National Register criteria, | recommend that this property be considered significant

» nationally D statewide Kl locally. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

sgj)bﬂhé"hoemng official/Tile Judith McDonough pate Executive Director

isEachusetts Historical Commission, State Historic Preservation Office
of Federal agency and bureau

in my opinion, the property G meets D does not meet the National Register criteria. (D See continuation sheet for additional
comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. National Park Service Certification
herebycirtify that the property is: Entered in tho Dded Adm

P entered in the National Register, National rlciistei'r / ~jg”
» See continuation sheet,

D determined eligible for the

National Register
* See continuation sheet,

n determined not eligible for the
National Register,

n removed from the National
Register,

» other, (explain:)
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Name of Property

5. Classification

Ownership of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply)

/-
CnegoiV of Property

(“fck on”one box)

3 private .= building(s)
public-local El district
» public-State » site
* public-Federal e structure
» object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is notpart of a multiple property listing.)

N/A

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

ARGLTURE storage barn, agricultural
CODESITC  single dwelling

EDCNION library

AN r. A= puhlir rnnmmn

REIGON church

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

EPOAN HHEA. GEKRVA,

field

QENANE ISV COONAL RMVAL

Narrative Description

walls

roof

Hanpshire Qounty, M

County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do notinclude previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
18 7 buildings
sites
structures
objects
Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

AR CLTURE storage barn
OOMESTI C single dwel ling
BN ON library
LANCBAE public conman
REIGQGON church

*Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)

| TALI ANATEundation

Brick
Brick

Stone: granite.

Wood: weatherboard.

Asphalt. Metal

other.

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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Name of Property

8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(thark "x" In one or more boxes tor the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing)

13 A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

* B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

[3 C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

« D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations

(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply )

Property is:

* A owned by a religious institution or used for
religious purposes,

* B removed from its original location.

e C a birthplace or grave.

D a cemetery.

* E areconstructed building, object, or structure.

« F a commemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.
Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets,)

9. Major Bibliographical References
Bibliography

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used In preparing this form on one

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

« preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

» previously listed in the National Register

« previously determined eligible by the National
Register

» designated a National Historic Landmark

» recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

» recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Hanpshi re Gounty, M

County and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

ACH TEOURE
CDIINTY AN NG & DRHA (GNENT
SUA HIWY

Period of Significance
ca. 1740-1930

Significant Dates

1788: creation of Conan

Significant Person
(Complete If Criterion B Is marked above)

N/A

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Architect/Builder

Ruitnam Karl S architect
@ss, PhilipL &Nutting, Gorge

or more continuation sheets,)

Primary location of additional data:
C State Historic Preservation Office
« Other State agency
* Federal agency
* Local government
e University
K Other

Name of repository:

Massachusetts Historical Gonmission
P oneer Valley P anning Gonmassion



South Antnerst Gonnan Historic District Hanpshi re Gounty, M

Name of Property County and State
10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property 13 acres

UTM References
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.)

. |118] |7]0|5]|3[4]0] 14{6/907 20 3 Ui8| 17|05 7/4i0L I4i6|9io|2ie6iol
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
2 1118] |7]0|5|6|4|0| |4,6]9,0]7,0,0| 4 1h 8l 1705 3 8 0 [4i6l%ol2isiol

* See continuation sheet
Verbal Boundary Description

(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification

(]I-Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)
1. Form Prepared By

Bonnie Parsons, Senior Planner, Pioneer Valley Planning Commission with
nameftite Retsy Friedhprg, NR Dirprtor, MHC

organization Massachusetts Historical Commission jig’g September 1994
street & m.mher 8" Boyiston Street telephone (617) 727-8470
city or town Boston state MA zip code Q7”116

Additional Documentation
Submit the following Items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets

Maps

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.
Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of SHPO or FPO.)

name Multiple
Street & number. telephone

city or town state. zip code,

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain

a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S,C. 470 efseq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect
of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of

Management and Budget, Papenwork Reductions Projects (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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Introduction ¢ -

A focal point for local resdents, the South Amherst Common is the center of atraditional New
England farming village: a green planted with deciduous trees, a white-painted and spired
Neo-cdlassica church, a parsonage, a schoal, a library, and an assamblage of historic houses and
agricultural outbuildings. The South Amhers Common represents the traditional, still agricultural
character of this part of Amherdt, and is symbolic of its community's vaues. Devoid of commercid

| gructures and surrounded by farms and comfortable single-family houses the Common is a gathering

«  place for apat of Amherst distinctly different from the Center, with its educationd and commercia
focus, from North and East Amherst, aressthat formerly combined farming with small industries, and
from Cushmen Village, a village historically associated with water-powered industries.

Setting

South Amherdt is located two miles south of Amherst Center.  The Common is located on a low ridge
of land, which runs north and south between Mounts Cagtor and Pollux, dopes down to the Lawrence
Swvamp and Hop Brook on the eadt, and to the Plum Brook on the west. The Common is formed by
the intersection of five roads radiating from the triangular green. South Eagt and Middle Streetsrun
north and south bordering the Common, Station Road and Pomeroy Lane run eest and west from the
Common, and Shays Street angles in a northwest direction. Two connectors crossing the Common
divide it into five sections.  (Photographs #1 and 3)

With the exception of one late 18th century house, the StedmarvAllis House, which is sat far back
from the Coimnon and south-facing rather than eest or west facing toward the Common, orientation
towards the green and proximity to it is uniform. With this one exception, 18th century housssfaced
the road that became the Common, and subssquent to creation of the Common, 19th and 20th century
housss and public buildings were built to face and to surround it neetly. Scde is condstent among the
buildings, as is their workmanship. Beyond the boundaries of the Common digtrict there are other
historic houses, which have been excluded from the present nomination. Their association with the
Common is either less strong than those directly on the Common, or they are separated from it by a
number of noncontributing buildings.

An open green uninterrupted by public memorids, the South Amherst Common hes a border of
relaively young oek and maple trees with afew older dms dating from the 1890s. Without
exception, the houses in the district are sheded by mature hardwoods, which were individually planted,
and hence rdae to the landscaping of the houses themsdves, rather than to the road.

Beyond the fringe of houses dong the Common, the rura nature of the villageis underlined by views

toward open pagtures, swamp, and agricultural fields. (Photograph #9) Beyond the boundaries of the
Common district dong Shays Street, South Eagt Street, Potwine Lane, Bay Road, and Middle Stret

(continued)
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ae scattered buildings that were historically consdered part of this village. There has been more
recent infill dong these roads as well.

Building Descriptions
Ingtitutional Buildings

Four extant buildings on the South Amhers Common once sarved ingtitutional purposes. Of these, the
former Town or Poor Farm (986 South Eagt Street, MHC #687, 1869/1882) is now aprivate
residentiad property. (Photograph #9) Two adjacent buildings on the southeast Sde of the Common
ae dtill important megting places for resdents: the South Amherst Congregational Church (1825) ad
the Munson Memorid Library and Community Center (1930). On the northwest side, the South
Amherg Schoal, built as atwo-room dementary school for local pupilsin 1902, now serves as an
dternative junior and senior high school for students with speciad nesds from the Amherst Regional
District. Y

The oldest institutional building on the Common is the South Amherst Congregational Church (1066
South Eagt St., MHC #669, 1825). (Photograph #2) Neo-classicd in style, it is sad to havebeen
moddled after a Greenwich, Massachusetts, parish church whose ste wes later inundated by the
Quabhin Reservoir. This was the first church of the South Amherst parish, built by two local
capentersin 1824-1825, and is a good example of the style that made reference to classca templesin
Gresce and Rome.

Rectemgular in plan, the church hes contemporary éls on the reer. It isa 2 1/2-gtory building with a
front geble roof. The building is five bays degp and its entry facade has a projecting, pedimented
pavilion three bays wide. The pavilion hes three double-leaf entry doors, which are separated by
pilasters and topped by dummy fans. In the center bay of the second floor is a Pdladian window
composition and aove it in the gable pediment is catered afanlight. A three-tage segple risesfrom
the junction of the main block of the church and the pavilion. The first sage is rectangular with
louvred openings. Above this is a square age, an arcaded belfry surrounded with a baudtrade. The
final gage isround and articulated with pilasters in low relief, surrounded by another baudrade, and
surmounted by a weeathervane.

In 1843, remodelling divided the interior goace of the church into two floors. New pews and interior
repairs were made inthe 1880s Stained glass windows were ingtaled in the 1890s and removed in
the 1947 in a "restoration” effort. In 1939, an addition was meade to the building: the Seventh Day
Adventist Chapd, which had been built in 1902 a the comer of Mechanic Street and Bay Road, was
no longer in use, and 0 was given to the South Amherst Church. It was moved to the back of the
church to sarve as akitchen. It is a utilitarian, sngle-story, gable-roofed, cgpboard ell with no
exterior omament. New cdassroom gpace was built on the eest 9de in the 1970s

(continued)
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On the opposite sde of the Common is the South Amhergt School (1001 South Eagt ., MHC #676,
1900/1953). (Photograph #3) It isabrick school with architecturad dements reflecting both the
Colonia Revival and Craftsman styles. The simplified volume of the building is Craftsman style.
There is one main block s2t on a high basament under a date-covered pyramidally hipped roof with
cross gables. The single main block, the reatively broad eaves overhang, and the wide central
chimney with its extended chimney cgp ae Craftaman-syle features intended to emphasize simplified
architectural formsthat are no longer hidden beneath layers of omament. Like many of its
contemporaries, however, the building hes not given up all omament and uses Colonial Revival
decorative details such as the diamond-shaped panes At the sametime, subtle brickwork provides a
basement, watertable, and comice in Colonial Reviva style. An addition from 1953 on the south sde
of the schodl is an International Style, shed-roofed wing, one gory in height. The addition makes no
reference styligtically to the main schoadl building, and in scae, siting, and materids it dands in
contrag, rather than in complement, to the older building.

The Munson Memoria Library and Community Center (1046 South Eagt S, MHC #652, 1930) was
built with a $30,(XX) bequest by Mary A. Munson, given in 1915 in memory of her husband, Pamell
Munson. Designed by architect Karl S Putnam of Northampton, the building is predominantly
Colonia Revival in style. The library is congtructed of brick, which hes been painted white and
"wegthered" to a soft finish. The building is 1 12 gories in height and has a modified C plan. It hes
a rectangular main block, with two dls on the main facade. One €ll is dgpboard-covered, and one is
brick. Entry to the building is through a three-arch, brick arcade. The arch motif is repested on the
eedt facade by four arched windows. A very segply pitched date roof with smal dormers isinthe
English Cottage style which was given prominence by Edwin Luytjensin England in the first decades
of the 20th century, and which developed as aresidentiad style in the United States during the 1920s
and 1930s The styligtic reference brings this building to alevel of sophidtication found dsawwhere in
the work of Karl Putnam. (Feese sse Section 8 Statement of Significance for further discusson of
the work of Karl Putnam.)

Residentia Buildingsand Outbuildings ' -

A description of the residentia buildings in the district follows and is arranged chronologicaly by
dyles.

The thirteen housss located in the proposed district range in period from the mid 18th century to the
mid 1950s Roughly one third of these are Colonial- and Federd-period houses with five-bay
symmetrica fronts. Approximately another third are Greek Revival, Itdianate, and Queen Anne
housss dating from 1859 to 1900, and four houses are Colonia Revival and built after 1950. There
ae nine outbuildings in the district, eight of which contribute to its significance. At the former Town
Farm are two bams, one is a livestock bam, and the other is a horsgfequipment bam. Two silos
remain from the early 20th century as well. One hes deteriorated considerably; however, as a pair
they sand as reminders of the farm's dairy history. A second livestock bam in the district is found &

NN NSFy (continued)
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445 Shays Street (MHC#683). A large gabled building, it was converted to use a a poultry bamin
the 20th century, and this conversion is evident from the windows inserted on the exterior, which
reate to floors added to the interior for poultry. Two carriage houses remain, one dtered to the point
of becoming noncontributing. The sscond datesto ca. 1860 and is found a 1081 South East Stret.
i"''<  The best preserved bam is found a 1072 South Eagt Strest and dates after the house of 1806, but is
still a 19th century building. It is atwo-story bam with equipment entrances and hayloft rigging.
* S There is one contributing garage"from the 1920s & 324 Pomeroy Street, which rounds out the range of
v, outbuildings contributing to the district. ' - N

Section number

Georgian Style

\ Located a the south end of the Common and facing north, the Nathanie Coleman House (1055 South V-

y*"Kyld. Eagt S, MHC #674, ca 1742) is the only Colonid-period house in the digtrict. Rectangular in plan
"trh <G with arefir two-story ell,itis a2 1/2-gory, dde-gabled, frame house with a center chimney. Georgian
ALMA S N gyle, the house has garrison overhangs in each gable end, a feature which is infrequently found in
A, the region and is a carryover from First Period housss of the 17th century. The building is five bays
AT A A NNy AN °" brick foundations. Windows are 6/6 sash, and surrounds have
Aynyn o dmple cap lintels. Second-gtory  windows on the main facade are st dose to the comice line, a
t chaacteridic of the Georgian style. The main entry was dtered during the Greek Reviva period to a
if. broad, trabested surround with pilagters flanking 3/4-length siddlights. Attached to the south ell is a
one-gtory equipment bam with diding doors which may date to ca. 1910, the date of the addition of
the sscond gory on theell.

- ') ..I L] - —'

Federd Style

Five Federd houses in the district were built between 1780 and 1820. These dde-gabled houses
except for the Stedman/Allis House, are located a the south end of the Common near the Coleman
House and are regionaly high-style examples of the period.

The Jonathan Dickinson House (445 Shays &., MHC #683, ca 1740, 1780-1785) is angled on its lot
to be oriented toward the Common. (Photograph #4) It is a Federd-style house, rectangular in plan
with areer ell. Although there is no primary documentation on its date, the 1 1/2-gory €ll hes been
dated ca 1740 by town tradition, which would make it the oldest gmcture in the digtrict. In
comparison to the neerby Nathaniel Coleman House, the main block of the Dickinson Houss,
indicative of its later date, is larger in scde. It is five bays wide and two bays degp and has a broad
gable roof. A conservative fedture is its center chimney plan. Of particular interest are the two door
aurrounds of the main block. The main entry references English Adamesgue influences as it picks up
the refinements of the style designed by the Adams brothers in England. The Adamegque stylein
New England is characterized by details in low relief, narrow proportions, and intricate carving. This
door surround is tall, narrow, and composed of pilagters in low relief wth carved festoons on its
entablature above a five-light transom. A sde entry repeats the narrow proportions and hes a high

, ' (continued)
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entablature omamented with fine dentils. Northwest of the house is a large 19th century livestock
bam which was dtered by the addition of windows to raise poultry inthe 1940s (Photograph #5)

1024-0018

The Stedman/AllisHouse (989 South Eagt ., MHC #686, 1790 according to Assessor's records) isa
styligtically curious house  Unlike the other houses surrounding the Common, it is st back on its lot

and oriented toward the south and an old road that is no longer extant. It is 1 12 gories inheight

and, with itsfive-baywidth and three-bay depth, it is dmost sguare in plan benesth an unusualy segp
pitched roof The house was given an update during the Gresk Revival period with full eave retums
on the gable end forming a pediment towards the Common, a wide comice, and a Gresk Reviva door
aurround.  The architrave surtound itself is unique in South Amherst. 1ts comer acroteria suggest that
its designer was looking a patternbooks for ingpiration. An ell was added to the south facade in 1972.

The Elisha Smith House (1072 South Eagt ., MHC #672, 1806), like the Jonathan Dickinson House,
is Federd in style with a conservative center-chimney plan. A foundation comergone gives its date as

1806. Thishouse too, is digtinguished by the quality of its details, in this casg, a row of modillion

blocks dong the front eaves and fine dentils a the comice. The door surtound, which includes asix-
light transom, is omamented with dentils as well. The broadly proportioned house is five bays wide
and two bays degp, and its widdly goaced windows have 6/6 saeh. Northeest of the house is alarge,
two-story, 19th century bam with double doors on tracks for equipment to enter. The house and bam
f. ae dtuated on along lot extending eest and are the district's only properties still associated with an

agricultural parcel.

The Enos Dickinson House (324 Pomeroy Lane, MHC #678, ca. 1820) is the only brick house in the
digtrict. (Photograph #6) Although it faces south toward Pomeroy Lane on araised comer ot rather

than toward the Common, the Federd-style house mekes dear reference to the importance of the

Common by placement of an oval patera, or wooden dummy fan, in the et facade gable. A first

floor sore was dso formerly entered from the eest gable end, but its door is now filled in. The 2 1/2-
\Y gory building is five bays wide and an unusud four bays degp, probably to accommodate its Federd

omament a door and window surrounds.  The door surrround hes a delicately leaded fanlight st
within aribbed arch soffit, and window surrounds have splayed lintels and narrow granite sills.
Painted whitein the 1950s, the surface of the brick has a soft gppearance.

The house & 1081 South Eagt Street (MHC #671, ca 1790 and prior to 1833) has had a number of

changes made to it, which have complicated its plan and devation. (Photograph #7) While it gopears

J onthe mgp of 1833 and hes digtinctive Gresk Revival features consgtent with that date, themain

block of the house gppears to have a late 18th century congtmction date. The crown moldings on the

eedt facade windows are early features as is thefive-bayédevation with windows st dose to the

comice on the second floor. Now it isatwo and ahaf sory house T shgped in plan with arear ell.

Thefive-baymain section of the house has a centra entrance; the two outer bays on the north,
however, are paired benegth atransverse gable. This gable hes full eave retums, which form a
pediment with an oculus in its center, giving the house its Greek Reviva gyle together with the

(continued)
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trebeated door surround with Greek Revival triglyph motifson the enteblature. A 20th century
shed-roofed portico hes been added.  Adjacent to the house, a 19th century carriage house hes been
dtered and expanded, but retains much of its original gpopearance.

Grek Reviva Style

There is one purdly Gresk Reviva-style house in the district. The W. J. Armstrong House (1025
South Eagt St., MHC #675, ca. 1860) is a stylistically modest, 1 1/2-gory house with its gable end
oriented toward the Common. (Photograph #3) Three bays wide, it hes a sde hall plan with lson
the south and west.  The entrance surround hes an entablature supported on pilesters. Windows have
smple cap surrounds, and there is a gabled dormer on the north. Incorporated inthe wegt ell isan
equipment shed, which is frequently found in the area. :

Itdianate Style /

The Town Farm (986 South Eagt &t., MHC #687, 1882) underwent a number of transformations before
coming to its present designation as the only Itdianate-style building on the Common (Photo #9). In
1839, a farm was bought and the farmhouse on the dte used as the town farm. A new eest wing was
added to it to house the women residents, then the pre-1839 house section was moved away (unknown
degtination) in 1869, and a new main block and north wing were added. But in 1882, the whole
building bumed down, and the present farmhouse was congmcted on the old foundations. Stuated a
the north end of the Common, the frame house is two gories in height. 1t is square in plan with a2
1/2-gory reex €ll, which gains its height from the doping land. Anunusua combined hipped ad
sde-gabled roof is the reault of the reconstmction of the former north, gabled wing, which is now
gone. The 1882 building gopears to have been recongmicted in the earlier Itdianate style with some
Colonia Revival details added. For ingance, the agphdt shingle-sded house hes a three-bay facade
which is entered through a Colonial Revival style portico with paired posts. The wide eave overhang
on the hip roof section, and the wide comice in which are severd grille openings, are Itdianate
features of the house. Never an daborate house styligtically, it is, neverthdess, pat of a complex of
farm buildings that maintains the agricultural gopearance of the district. In the farmyard are a large,
gambrd-roofed livestock bam which dates from 1941. It isthe replacement for an 18382 bam, which
bumed and was rebuilt. There is a sscond horse and livestock bam with an equipment shed addition,
and two slos (one of which is haf gone).

Quen Anne Style

The South Congregationd Church Parsonege (1067 South Eagt ., MHC #673, ca 1770 and 1890)
hes a history of mgjor dterations. A building was dready on this dte by 1833, and church records
indicate it was built ca 1770. In 1881, it was bought for the church parsonage, and about 1890 it was
tumed dightly on its lot, the front block of the house removed, and a new one built by Frank L.
Pomeary of South Amherst. The 1 1/2-gory ell remains from the earlier building. The ell itself was

(continued)
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dtered during the ministry of Rev. Lyman (1869-1873), and it may be that the addition of the porch
and dtered windows date from this time. The 1890 front portion is a modes, sde-gabled frame block
with some Queen Anne features. It is 2 12 dories in height and three bays wide. The three-bay
width of the house, together with the double windows, are indications of its tum-of-the-century date.
Simplifying and economizing, builders often usad larger windows but fewer bays, and taller but
narrower proportions. These trends are visiblein the main block of this house. A gable-entry portico
on turned podts is the strongest stylistic dement.  Contemporary scrollwork hes been added recently,
but the Quean Anne references are cdear.  South of the house is a former carriage house that hes been
dtered condderably by the remova of origina windows and their replacement with new, larger
windows, and the addition of new siding for reuse & a studio. Alterations have meant the lossof o,
integrity of the building.

Neo-colonia Style

Four Neo-colonial houses were built on the Common inthe 1950s All of these are 1 12 dtory, Sde-
gabled, cape-style houses with clgpboard exteriors, and all incorporate garage wings or connect a
garage to the house by a "breszeway." Buillt after the period of historical significance, they ae

1* ' noncontributing but have a minimal impact on the digtrict as they are oriented toward the Common,

, regpect the satback, and were designed a alevel of workmanship consgstent with the remainder of the

V N o digrict. Their addresses and congtimction datesfollow: 1030 South Eagt S, 1952; 1016 South East

AMAX &, 1957; 1006 South Eagt S, 1957; and 979 South Eagt St., 1959. .
Al Severa known buildings and numerous unrecorded outbuildings have been logt in the district. The

following houses have been described and mgpped, but are now lost. North of the library was a house
that gppeared on the map of 1873 as the Orin Williams House. It was located neer the houses a 1006
and 1016 South Eagt Street. 1t bumed down sometime after 1873 and wes assodiated with arson. A
building in the same location gppears on the mgp of 1833 but not on that of 1860; and this is the Ste
of the one-room brick school that was taken down and replaced, <0 this may have been the dte of two
previous buildingsthat were lost. Circa 1827, Lyman Knowles is recorded as operating a carriage-
building shop fronting the green. It is not noted on the map of 1833. Ansa Percival for severd years
« aound 1825 kept a tavem on the Common. Neither is its exact location noted on the mgp of 1833.

Archaeological Description

While no prehigtoric stes are currently recorded within the digtrict it is possble that Stes are presant.
Two prehistoric Stes are recorded in the generd area (within one mile), both located on terraces
adjacent to the Fort River. In generd, however, the potentia for significant prehistoric survivals
within the digtrict is low because the ared's locationa characterigics, especidly it's the long distance
from water, are not particularly favorable for prehistoric Ste locations.

(continued)
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There is a high potentia for significant historic archaeologica remains within the district.  Controlled
testing and excavation can help to locate potentia domestic/agricultural dtes on the west Sde of the

*>' common which was reportedly occupied by ca 1740. Only one example survives in the areafrom this

A period. Archaeological survivas may dso exist in 19th century farmsteadsin the district including the

Orin Williams farm which bumed aftr ca. 1873, The Willimas Farm was located north of the library
near housesa 1066 and 1016 South Eagt Street. Two additional stmctures were dso originaly
present a this location. A smcture which predated the Orin Williams House is indicated on the 1833
mgp but not the 1860 megp a the samelocation. The areawas d<o the ste of a one room brick school
which was moved. Archaeologicd remains can dso help reconstmct the extent and sequence of
occupation a the Town Farm (986 South Eagt Street) which began as a private farm in 1839, The

i, SN original farmhouse was moved away in 1869. The stmcture which replaced the originad house bumed
in 1882 after which the present farmhouse was constmcted on the old foundations.  Agricultural
outbuildings and occupations related features (trash pits, privies, wells) spanning the mid-eighteenth
through 19th centuries adso likely survive in association with farmsteads and residences which no
hethgeerivevmesithghichis e 606 Sauift. Easichtesioghehitheifdiiaia Bngindituse Gakblel 1872iBsuth

j| ' besuSiiestal HstedJetiureamayavhsn penivelf svrerairtesons takingehtislnesdnainersieaiby priget om

*y  lodnaalse. |Agasell Besahehltiabsodkaphon taikem romdhst coniohoRubYiVESRSHap Cuiisagasnanficontncathe
cobimanshicgs \ohRsatel Boystrvekhizs KnavdanghAB2Yuntthie qoressset ahabatieritices:s epss tedropl sedth
East Sreet south of the common include a business mn by Eli Dickinson (1830) which manufactured
wooden faucets and later children's carriagesand sleds and a dry goods and grocery store operated on
the James Kellogg farm by ca. 1817. James Kellogg purchased the DICkI nson faucet business in 1835
and manufactured bench planes and molder's planes. ‘oo o-

' YRR (g*d)

8. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The South Amherst Common Historic District meets National Register Criteria A and C on the loca
level. The district hes contributed to the broad pattems of our history e an areain which Native
Americans were known to have travelled, where English settlement took place & early as 1730 and
where their agricultural way of life evolved from relaively independent farms on which most of the
nesds of the farming family were met, to highly specidized 20th century farms concentrating on
orchard and market garden production. The Common & a village center found throughout New
England is exemplified herein South Amherst. In addition, the district contains architecture
digtinctive for its level of artistry from the Georgian through the Craftsman/Colonial Revival periods.

(continued)
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association.

With the Common as its symboalic and practica center of community activity. South Amherst hes
maintained its identity as a sgparate village within the town of Amherst. Since the mid-18th century
when familiesfrom Hadley, Hatfield, and Northampton settled its hilly terrain, this conservative and
gable part of town has been supported by active farms. The Common, & an intersection of roads
devedoped inthe early yeers of settlement, was formally recognized as a center for southem Amherst
in 17838 when a portion of the broad division road was reserved for public usa  Progperouslocal
farmers and traders during the Federd period built a number of substantid houses on the Common.
Newly set off from other Amherst parishesin 1825, South Amherst residents soon marked this place,
dready busy with a school, atisan shops, and retail activity, with a white-spired. Neo-classica church.
Amherg located its Town Farm here in 1837. (Photograph #9)

As educationa, commercia, and industrial activity transformed other sections of Amherst, the South
Amherg Common, bypassed by the trolley, surrounded by orchards, cultivated fields, and views of the
Holyoke Range and Peham hills, became a more conscioudy maintained place, shaped to embody
resdents conceptions of a traditional New England village center. The Common, named "Fiddlers
Green," for the fiddling contests held on it during the 19th century, was groomed and planted with
trees in the 1890s and became the setting for Fourth of July picnics and games, commercia activities
ceesad and the Common was conscioudy presarved as apark. A Neo-Colonid library and community
center built on the Common in 1930 added an important loca gathering place.

The agrarian landscgpe of South Amherst began to give way to significant suburban development after
the Sscond World War, but newer residents have been vigilant in preserving the traditional character
of the Common. The District's period of significanceis from ca 1740 to 1930: ca. 1740 is the date of
the earliest standing stmcture, and 1930 is when the Munson Memorial Library and Community Center
was built and when the primacy of small farm agriculture in South Amherst cameto an end. The

following narrative will outline the significance of this period. "J

Plantation Period (1620-1675)

Although there is not a greet ded known about the Native Americans living in the Connecticut River
Vdley inthe 17th century, names of some of the leaders and their groups and descriptions of their
hunting and planting activities can be drawn from early documents drawn up by the first English
stlers  Collectively known as "River Indians" they were a number of small tribes living dong the
Connecticut River. There were the Cgpawonks, Norwottucks, and Nonotucks in the first Hadley
plantation area, and they were loosdy alied with or pat of alarger group known as the Nipmucks.
Mid-17th century leeders in what is now Hadley, Amherst, and Hatfield were Umpachda,
Chickwallop, and Quonquont, who are known from the documents recording sde of land to the
English. These Native Americans were hunters, they fished the Connecticut River, raised com,

AN A - (continued)
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< guash, and beans and tragpped for furs. They had more or less pamanatt settlements, a leest one of
* ¥ which was fortified, and seesond summe camps dong the river. Conflict with Native American
groups from outsde the region was often bmtal and predated arrival of the English. In fact, the
English were initially welcomed by the Nipmucks for the protection they offered.

In 1658, John Pynchon of Springfield bought from the Nonotucks or Norwottucks land thet became
the sattlement of Hadley, including present-day Amherst and Hatfield. In 1659 the first settlers arrived
from Hartford, Wethersfield, and Windsor, Connecticut. Known as "gtrict Congregationdists,” they
got permission to leave their parishes and establish a new parish after a long controversy over the
issues of baptism, membership, and parish rights. The settlement was in Hadley center the first winter
and hed expanded across theriver by the summer of 1660. Common lands and homdots were laid out
for both sdes of the river by 1661, and there was ample land for settlers to graze their livestock and
cut wood in the Hadley/Hatfield area of the plantation for a number of years. It was not until 1672
that Hadley petitioned to expand to Eagt Hadley, which was described as the "common feeding place"
for their cattle, indicating that the growing settlement intended to dlocate more land for pasture and
cultivation while it was available and uncontested by neighboring settlements. Known as Eagt Hadley,
this common feeding place was later to become Amherst.

Early roads in the Plantation were often originaly Native American trails. The earlie road in South
Amherg was Bay Road, which was a Native American trail a the foot of Mt. Holyoke mnning eest
and west between Hadley and Brookfield. During the Plantation Period, it was used as a cart path by
the settlers, and by 1675 it was improved as a military supply route between Brookfield, Hadley, ad
Northampton. Later on. Bay Road was the part of the stage route connecting Boston to Albany.

Colonia Period (1675-1775) N

Although there may have been more than one path connecting Hadley center with its eastem lands,
there is no certain evidence that there were any people living in the area a the beginning of the
Colonia Period. Consequently, none of the series of wars with Indians, which began in 1675 with
King Philip's War, took place in Eagt Hadley. Hadley and the newly formed Hatfield resdents did not
venture far from the protection of their padisades during the mog threatening periods of conflict, and
this may explain why it took until 1703 before the town voted to alot the common land in Eagt

A Hadley to resdents. By this time, Hadley and Hatfield'spopulations had increased, due in pat to the
many people from Greenfield, Deerfield and West Brookfield who came there for safety. Eagt Hadley
land was consequently becoming more important for homeot expanson as well as for cultivation and
pagure. A treaty with the Indians was signed in 1720 in Boston, and soon after this took place
stlement began in Eagt Hadley, ca 1728.

Eag Hadley had been surveyed in 1703 and laid out in three divisions of land that lay between Mt.
Holyoke and the Mill River. Thesethree divisions were later to become Amherst, and included the
aeanow known as South Amherst. The first and sscond divisions were laid out in wood lots 240

7y »' a (continued)
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rods in length and from 3 to 134 rods wide. There were sixty lots in the first division and thirty-seven
lots in the second division. Width of the lot was determined by the number of mdes in the family.
The more sons a heed of household had, the greater the width of his dlotment. The third division was
= up as ninety-three wood-lots, which were two miles in length and of variable width and were

N essentidly common grazing lands for the newly crested homelots.

>

The survey of 1703 provided for two north-south roads dividing thedivisions and three east-west «
roads inthe first and sscond divisions. The width of the planned roads was st a 40 rods (which is

660 feet) and when they eventudly were laid out, this width came to have considerable significance

for the town. The north-south greet on the 1703 plan between the second and third division of

woodlots evolved to today's South Eagt Street north of the South Amherst Common, and Middle

Strest.

Resdents of Hadley and Hatfield did not venture beyond their pdisades to sdtle in East Hadley in
1703, but that did not prevent them from using it for speculaion. 1nthe area of South Amherst, the
distribution of alotments became an opportunity for land speculation, which continued into the 1740s
For ingance, large tracts of land off the present eest Sde of the Common were purchased in December
1729 by Samud Brown of Sdem from Ezekid Kellogg, atrader from Hadley. Kellogg later bought
the land back and re-sold it to Samud Gager of Norwich, Connecticut, in March 1740. Geger in tum
sold it in 1745 to Josgph Smith of Hadley. The land on the west sde of the Common was owned by
svad persons living in Hatfield and Hadley before it was actually occupied ca. 1740.

Despite the popularity of speculation, by 1731 there were eighteen familieslisted as living in all of
Eagt Hadley. Their homesteads were scattered throughout the area, nce the land was distributed in
satdlite lots to the existing Hadley town center, rather than laid out as a community from the gart.
The town center remained a Hadley, and the distance to medtinghouse became inconvenient to a
larger number of people as more families settled in East Hadley. They moved to creete and were
granted a sgparate precinct in 1734, which meant they could establish a second church in the new
Hadley parish.

Asde from the digance, residents began to redize that their separation from the center of Hadley put
them a a disadvantage in their representation intown affairs. Their taxes were being paid, but they
felt they were not receiving afair retum. Against Hadley's protests, the Eagt Hadley Precinct next
petitioned and was accorded datus as the district of Amherst in 1759. Being a district meant that they
had all therights of atown except for representation in Generd Court.

Agriculture in Amherst during the Colonia Period diversified. Indian com and wheet continued to be
grown; rye, odas, barley, flax, pess beans and pumpkins were added. By the end of the period,
potatoes were dso being cultivated, as well as and small patches of tobacco for persond use Cows
and shegp were kept on many farms, mainly to provide for their individua families.

(continued)
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South Eagt Stregt south of the Common and Shays Street (in a different locus a the Common) were
laid out in 1759 by the County. Thus, South Amherst was a crossroad by 1760, and the origin of its
identity as a villagein Amherst sarted with this fact. Amherd's ssparation from Hadley as adistrict
coincided with a period of activity in road building, and South Amherst became the nexus of a number
of these important roads. South Eagt Street mnning north from the intersection was in use by 1750,
and ten years later it ran south of Pomeroy Lane. West Strest was dso completed by 1758 and
connected to South Eagt Street by Shays Street in 1759, Middle Street connected Bay Road to the
crossoads by ca. 1730. The roads followed much the same routes as they do today with the exception
of Shays Stret, the east end of which ran further north near the present South Amherst School.

Nathaniel Coleman is the first recorded resdent in the South Amherst Common District. Coleman
was bom in Hatfield in 1709 and was a grandson of Thomas Coleman, who was one of the first
sttlers of Hadley. He was a Quartermader in the Cavadry in 1725. He was married in 1739 and was
Sdectman inthe years 1760, 1767, and 1769. Coleman is thought to have buih this house shortly
after his marriage (1055 South Eagt St. MHC #674) ca 1742. The house demondrates a building
practice that occurred rather frequently in the region: the house was built within the boundaries of the
road. In Hatfield, the medtinghouse and schoolhouse were built on the unused portion of the public
highway, and this was done in Amherst as well. The town later issued desdsto some of these
buildings, and that is the case with Nathanid Coleman's house. Amherst desded what was referred to
& "dregt land" ca 1780 to this property.

Dame schoodls were operating in severd homes during the Colonial Period, but Amherst district voted
in 1761 to build severd schools, one of which was to be in the south. The first South Amherst school
was built in 1764 just south of Nathanid Coleman's lot and, once again, built in the road.

Federal Period (1775-1830)

The Revolutionary War was thoroughly supported by the majority of Amherst residents, but the
exceptions are notable and point out some town characterigtics that did not dissolve a the end of the
conflict. That there were Loyadlists in Amherst was not unusud for towns in the valey. I|n Amhers,
the Loyalists were severd of the mogt well-to-do families, and they hed the force of mora suason on
their sde in the person of Rev. David Parsons the first parish minister. Parsons congregation

"\ . atempted to sanction his lack of support for the Revolution, but he remained in his position, and a
the end of the war continued to preach until his deeth in 1781. Meanwhile, some of theLoyalist
families who were concentrated in Amherst center maintained their prominence in the economy;
however, many soon left Amherst.

Shays Rebdlion, which grew out of a series of protests between 1782 and 1787, further divided
Amhed residents.  After the Revolution, with no Congtitution in place and currency in very short
supply, farmers rose in protest when the courts began to take away their land and imprison them for
debts Many Amherg residents took part in the protests and maintained their support through armed

(continued)
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violence in Northampton and Springfield, when the neighboring towns of Hatfield and Hadley had
renounced the rebellion precisdy for the violence. Other Amherst residents were among the forces
protecting the courts. During Danid Shays retreat through Amherst, soldiers chasing him and his
followers noted that there were few men to be found in Amherst. One of the Shays supporters was
Waitdtill Dickinson of South Amherst, who had to sign an oath of dlegiance toward the govemment a
the end of the conflict.

A digtinction continued to grow between the Amherst center residents who were the dlite, and the
adjacent villages of East Amhergt and South Amherst whose residents were less influential farmers and
smal busness owneas.  Reflecting these divisions. East Amherst sgt up its own church in 1782 ina
move that ssamsto have been more political than for the convenience of disant parishioners.

Amherg Center drew academic ingtitutions and commercia development, while South Amherst
resolutely remained a mral center mixed with small enterprises, and East Amherst devdoped as a
village of cottage industries.

The character of the South Amherst Common emerged after the Revolution. In 1788 thetown
narrowed its highways and sold the excess land to abutters and others. However, they resarved the
full width of the road in Amherg Center, Eagt, and South Amherst, creating commons for those three.
The South Amherst Common was established a its main intersection, and athough it was not the full
width of the road, it provided afocal point for small busnessesthat grew up neer it, or in some casss
right onit.

Business Devel opment ; .

Ore of the first businessss was established by Eli Dickinson sometime after 1830 south of the

Common on South Eagt Street, between Potwine Lane and Bay Road. His home and shop, which

apopear on the mep of 1833, were outside the district boundaries and are no longer extant. Dickinson
manufactured wooden faucets and collected old shoes for the leather parts of the faucets. Without

nearby waterpower, he usad horsepower to tum his lathe. He sold this busness and left South Eagt
Street, going on to become a well-known manufacturer of children's carriages and deds, with his shop
dsawhere in South Amherst.

James Kelogg came to South Amherst ca 1817 and opened a dry goods and grocery store on his farm
south of the Common on South East Street. On the migp of 1833, Kellogg's house and shop gppear
just north of Dickinson's, still outside the boundaries of the Common district. It was Kellogg who
bought Dickinson's faucet busness adjoining his property in 1835 and began the manufacture of bench
planes and molder's planes. He eventuadly moved to another areain Amherst that became known &
Kelloggville, his planes were well known for their high quality.

Lyman Knowles about 1827 began building carriages on a shop fronting the Common. As Kellogg
was later to do, Knowles moved in 1832 from South Amherst to East Amherst as his business grew.

(continued)
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Knowles shop does not gopear on the mgp of 1833, Jonathan Wamer ran a cabinet shop acrossfrom

the Common in a smdl building between the medtinghouse (1066 South Eagt St. MHC #669) and the
house of Elisha Smith (1072 South Eagt ., MHC #686). It dso sarved as a medtinghouse until the
curtcnt meetinghouse was reedy of occupancy in 1825. No trace of this shop exigs today. - *

Section number

South Amherst resdents were resourceful. Records show that Elisha Smith between 1784 and 182
had atavem in his house & 1072 South Eadt Street (MHC #686), was a teamder trangporting people
and goods, and maintained aretail Sore, all the while making and repairing shoes

According to research by James Avery Smith in "A Record of the Streets and Ways in the Town of
Amhers, Massachusetts” for severd years after 1825 Ansal Perciva dso kept atavemn on the
AN Common. No evidence of this tavem remains today. Other tavems were edtablished on Bay Road,
which was the stage route between Albany and Boston. Jonathen Bridgman lived in South Amherst
- and kept atavem on Bay Road, together with a brickworks supplied by clay deposts in the area
- George Nutting dso ran a brickworksin the areaand a planing shop with his brother. The area of
w, their enterprises became known as Nuttingville.

'S B Taken dtogether, manufacturing activity mede South Amherst a vital areaand springboard for a
ij, M./ number of businesses that grew and moved away. None of the shopsis left in the Common District;
- however, many of the houses and the meetinghouse built during the period do remain.
Agricultural Development «4

During the Federal period, the practice of agriculture underwent considerable change becoming more
» diversified and beginning to extend to a market beyond the immediate family and neighbors. Families

"N devised what Christopher Clark in The Roots of Rura Capitaism: Westem Massachusetts 1780-1860
. - refers to as "drategies’ first, to relieve the drains of providing land for their children and second, to
, mest the neads of women in the family labor scheme Asthe amount of land available to pesson to
X' "sMt generation dwindled, familieshad to look outsde the farmstead for income to support

themsdves. Similarly, as the burden of labor on women was lessened with the advent of imported
textiles, they had time freed up to tum to other farming activities. A drategy evolved in Amherst to
adjugt to thexe dtrains.  As we have noted earlier. South Amherst was not an area of vagt pasturdand,
and the soil did not compare with the aluvia land beside the Connecticut River. However, it was
suited for limited dairy farming, and rather than relying primarily on their own ability to produce food
in an independent fashion, farmers in Amherst and South Amherst, as records show, began developing
their dairy production as a source of outsde income. Women dropped the production of textilesfor
family use between 1815 and 1830 and tumed to the production of dairy products, butter, and cheese
to meke ends meet. Clark points out that during this period, Amherst produced the fourth largest
quantity of butter of any town in Massachusetts

(continued)
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Residentid Deve opment

*>\We population of Amherst grew more than 90% between 1765 and 1790, and some of the expansion
took place in South Amherst.  Jonathan Dickinson (445 Shays ., MHC #683, ca. 1785) came to
South Amherst from Shutesbury and one of the next houses built on the Common after Nathaniel
Coleman's. (Photograph #4) Sat back from the road, the placement of the house reflects the width of
South Eat Street before it was narrowed above and below the Common in 1788, Dickinson hed
married a Coleman from next door, and they had six children. Two of his sons contributed to the area
of the Common during the Federd Period. Nathanid gave the land on which the South Amherst
church was built, and Encs built the house a 324 Pomeroy Lane (MHC #678, 1820). The brick for

jir this house is thought to have come from the brickworks operated by Jonathan Bridgman on Old Bay

Road. Bridgman was producing bricks by 1818.

Amherg asses3or's records date constmction of the Stedmarn/Allis House a 989 South Eagt Street
(MHC #686) to 1790, and it mog likely dates from before 1802, s it is oriented toward the original
location of Shays Street, which was rerouted in that year. Some accounts attribute its building to
Hiram Allen who was the first Pogmagter of South Amherst.

The Elisha Smith House was one of the next housesto be built (1072 South Eagt ., MHC #672,
1806). Asnoted aove. Smith is known to have mn atavem, generd gore, and shoemaking business,
the latter he may well have conducted from this house.

The house a 1081 South Eagt Street (MHC #671, ca. 1790) dso dates from this period, dthough it
was to undergo dterations during the Gresk Revival period that followed. (Photograph #7)

Institutional Development * e n n

In 1821, Station Road was built eest from the Common as a "cour-du-roy" road acrossthe Lawrence
Swamp, adding ancther road to the intersection a the Common, and Pomeroy Lane from West Street
to Middle Street was st out by the County Commissioners in 1829. The year 1825 saw two
important additions to the South Amherss Common. A two-story brick schoolhouse, an early example
of the Greek Revival style, was built on the location of the present school with its playground on the
Common, and the same year the South Amherst Parish Church was completed (1066 South East S,
MHC #669). (Photograph #2)

In 1824, South Amherg residents met and voted to organize their own parish church, the Third Parish
of Amherst. A society was organized and moderated by Nathaniel Dickinson; Elisha Smith was clerk.
Church meetings were led by Rev. Horatio Billings Chapin and were held in Enos Dickinson's house
(324 Pomeroy St., MHC #678) (Photograph #6) or in the John Wamer cabinet shop (now gone) next
to the house of Elisha Smith (1072 South Eagt &., MHC #672). A committee went to Greenwich to
sHect abuilding style, and church members subscribed $3,300 for its constmction. George Nutting

"y (continued)



NPSFotmlO-gaO-a OMB Approval Mo. 1024-0018

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Section number

South Amherst Common Historic District
South Amherst (Hampshire County)
Page M assachusetts

and Philip L. Goss of South Amherst were the builders, and the new congregation provided the hewn
granite foundation gones. There is no record of objection in the other Amherst parishes to the
formation of the South Amherst parish as had been the case in East Amherdt.

At the end of the Federd Period, South Amherst was a discreet village with a cluster of houses a the
Common, together with its own parish church, school, and a number of manufacturing busnesses;
meanwhile, agriculture continued as the economic maingtay for mog of the residents.

Early Industrial Period (1830-1870)

The Early Industrial Period in South Amherst was a development of what hed dready been established
during the Federd Period. Industry and agriculture diversified, a number of new residences were built
on the Common, and its indtitutions grew in number and range of activities.

Manufacturing and Agricultural Devdopment S

Amherg center a this time was producing carriages, woolen cloth, palm leaf hats, boots and shoes
Residents of South Amhergt, no doubt, took part in these manufacturing activities, but smdl-scde
industries adso continued to grow in South Amherst. A generd store and pogt office were established
a 324 Pomeroy Lane (MHC #678) in 1841 with Hiram Allen the first Postmeader. (Photograph #6)
Ebenezer Nutting and his brother E. Porter continued their business in Nuttingville, expanding from
planes to other tools. Nuttingville was located outside the district, south of the Common a the
intersection of South Eagt Street and Bay Road. Asahd Dwight and William Dickinson manufactured
wooden pumps, shingles, and broom handles in a shop on Middle Street. The magp of 1860 shows a
sawmill in Nuttingville on a branch of the Hop Brook, but industry in both Amherst center and South
Amherg was severdy limited by the lack of water for power. This limitation became cmcid a the
opening of arailroad between Albany and Boston inthe 1830s  The railroad, which came nowhere
near Amherd, put the town a a disadvantage in competition with other towns which not only were
sarviced by the railroad but dso had ample waterpower available for industrial expanson. Amherst's
smal busnesses smply could not compete. Only palm leaf hatmaking, which was a home-b£ised
industry, continued on afairly large scde.

The advent of the New London Northem Railroad just a mile to the east of the Common was a boost
for agriculture in South Amherst. Farmers could compete and distribute their produce to new markets
via the railroad, which was in place in 1853, linking Amherg to PAmer and from there to Springfield
and Boston. Output rose and crops became more diversified. In 1860, 93.4% of Amherst's farms
raised dairy cows, 90% raised potatoes, and in decressing percantages raised com, swine, oas, rye and
wheet. Farming after 1840 became more intensive and scientific.

While they still raised crops for their own use, farmers began to specidize and produce more
perishable goods (meset, butter, vegetables) for the increasing non-farm population around Amherst; the

1 (continued)
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mill city of Holyoke was, understandably, the largest market.

There were agricultural crazes here as dsewhere, as people tried new endeavors.  Timothy Smith of *
South Amherst introduced growing white mulberry trees for silkworm cultivation in 1830. A number

of farmers got quite involved in growing mulberry trees before it became evident after about eight

years that slkworms were naot fit for the climate and the industry was not going to fulfill itspromise.
According to James Avery Smith, there are mulberry trees still to be seen in South Amherst. More ?
longlasting was the development of scientific dairy farming which increesed milk production per acre

of am from the 1840s Amhergt was the center of much of the progressive dairy movement. The '
first cattle show in Amherst was held in the center Common in 1846 and it grew every year. In 1849, *o

fifty-two yoke of oxen from South Amherst done were exhibited. 1n South Amherst dairy cows for

milk, butter, and cheese were kept a severd of the farms on the Cormmon (1055 South Eadt Str.,

MHC #674 and 986 South Eagt &t., MHC #687) and shegp were raised too (1072 South Eagt &, (VR
MHC #672). Other crops were hay and com, rye, gpples, and tobacco. Mapletreessand vegetable , ! v
gardens supplemented farm incomes.

Ingtitutions \ *

One of these farms was the Amherst Town Farmor Poor Farm, whose establishment was approved in s '
1837 by town vote. Inthefollowing year, theMedad Vinton farm was bought in South Amherst on

the Common (986 South Eagt St. MHC #687) to house the very poorest citizens and those with menta
problems. (Photograph #9) Asearly as 1778, Amherst had voted for a poor house to care for those

who could not take care of themsdves. While numbers were still small, the town preferred placing

people in families, but by the late 1830s there were too many for this solution and the farm was "o
established, caring for maximum of about twenty-five persons. The Town Farm operated until 1915.

Along with socia services South Amherst was a center for severd socid movements of the time. In

1837, an antidavery society was formed; meetings held in the schoolhouse on the Common. The ligt

of members includes mogt of the resdents around the Common. Tradition holds that South Amherst
families participated in the Underground Railway for mnaway daves. For ingance, Clara Dwight,

South Amhergt historian, mentions an escgpe sairway for daves & Deacon Thomas Reed's house

(1072 South Eagt &., MHC #672, 1806) and Randdl Prescott, S, |n 1960 discovered a hidden room

a 935 Bay Road large enough to hide five people.

The schoolhouse was dso the dte of the first megtings of the South Amherst Lyceum, in 1839.
Composed of many of the same people who bedonged to the antidavery society, the Lyceum held
debates and promoted gpeskers on the issues of the day in order to educate and improve public
goesking skills of its members,

° ) > e - ) \_
Sdf-improvement took ancther form in 1842 when the South Amherst Total Abgtinence Society was
established. The first formally organized temperance group in Amherg, its membears met to listento
goeskeas and held other programs for a year.

. EXVAV S -y (continued) ' . .-
r ° ° -y N e \V4
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South Amherst merited its own pogt officein 1841, and the first posmeder was Hiram Allen.
Waitstill Dickinson, who lived & 445 Shays Street (MHC #683), was the sscond, taking over in 1844
when he operated the pogt office and generd store from the Enos Dickinson House on the Common
(324 Pomeroy Lane, MHC #678). (Photograph Nos. 4 and 6) The pogt office was generdly located in
the home of the posmedter: as the postmadters changed, 0 too did the location of the pogt office.
Dickinson was succesded by Charles F. Haywood in 1849 and later by Deacon Thomas Reed, who
kept the post officein his house (1072 South Eagt St., MHC #672) for a number of years beforeit
retumed to Pomeroy Lane. . e

Rdligious life diversified during this period. The South Amhers Methodist Church was formed and

the church built on Bay Road in 1847. The third parish church of South Amherst dso underwent
changes A tumultuous period of dissendon began in 1852 and reaulted in a split in the congregation.

At one point in 1859, the two groups of members were medting a the sametime in the church on
different floors. One of the groups condtituted itself as the Congregationa Church of South Amhers v
and hired Rev. James Merrick when hewas ired by the other group. They held their servicessinthe >

church on adifferent floor. 'tuz'he Split . &'j .tk'o congregations (‘Emeba:k. ‘
together.

R@dmtld Da/doprna]t < " wooaa

The only Gregk Reviva house dating entirely from this period is the W. J. Armstrong House a 1025

South Eagt Strest (MHC #675, ca. 1850). (Photograph #8) Mary Armstrong was a schoolteacher.

Other resdents around the Common were Lucinda Manley, a widow, and her daughter Ellen. Both

were dressmekers and lived in the Stedman/Allis House (MHC #686) as of the 1850s  Deacon

Thomas Reed lived & 1072 South Eadgt Street (MHC #672) and was a e farmer; J.L. Merrick lived J7 n
a 1055 South Eagt Street (MHC #674) and was the minigter for the South Amherst church.

The Early Industrial Period in South Amherst is charecterized by its socialy regponsible deveopment,
much of which took place around the Common in its church, school, and homes. Agriculture was
firmly edablished as the primary occupation; smal industry continued to supplement the economy. .

Late Industrial Period (1870-1915) " Ao > - i™M O KYyy

Agricultural Development N e ,

The Late Industrial Period was the heyday of smdl farm agriculture in South Amherst. Scientific
advances promoted by the Massachusetts Agricultural College in Amherst helped dairy farmers
incresse production and enabled market gardeners to cultivate their land more intensively. Better
organization extended distribution of the dairy products and provided leverage for improved prices. In
1882, The Amherst Cooperative Creamery Association was formed and included members from South
Amhers sauch as Rev. James Merrick, who raised cows & 1065 South East Street. The Bay State

' - . (continued) [N
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Creamay was formed in 1889 for those dairy farmers who sant their products mainly to Holyoke.

Improvements in trangportation, communication, and utilities facilitated the business of agriculture. N
Trolleys ran on West Street to the Boston and Maine railroad station in 1897, with a spur down Main
Street in Amherst center connecting to the New London North Railroad station in the sameyear.
Tdephones were st up in 1895, houses and bams were electrified, and public water came to the

village in 1911. Smadll industries continued. For instance, wooden faucets and children's deds were

still being produced in South Amherst in 1900. C. L. Alexander's brickworkswere thriving near the
Bogon & Maine railroad tracks a the Lawrence Swvamp. However, new industries did not replace

those that closed, and the smdl-scale industrial bese of South Amherst declined overal in favor of
sronger agricultura enterprises.

Wheress in neighboring towns, immigrants arrived in congderable numbers a this time, in South
Amherg the population did not change appreciably. Tobacco growing was introduced, but it did not
reech the scdethat it did in nearby Hatfield and Hadley, so South Amherst was not as attractive to the *
Irish and Eagem European immigrants who dsewhere were hired as farm laborers.  Rather,
Massachusdtts Agricultural College was influential in South Amherst agriculture during this period.
Early in the period Baldwin gpples were grown a three orchards in the areg, on Potwine Lane,
Pomeroy Lane, and Bay Road. Macintosh goples were first tried in 1838, and orchard land was st
adde on many farms by 1900. But the industry caught on in 1907, when the College rented fields to
experiment with gpple growing and fertilizers. In 1908 two professors. Sears and Waugh, bought land
on Bay Road to establish a progressve orchard. By 1910, twenty gpple orchards were being
esablished in South Amherst.

Residentid and Institutional Deveopment

Since neither the trolley nor the railroad line passad through the village center, the Common remained
quite untouched during this period.

Furthermore, during the last two decades of the 19th century, towns and cities acrass the country
begen to their public goacesin what became known as the "City Beautiful" movement, and an
appreciation of enhanced public goaces was not logt on South Amheret residents.  In April of 1883, the
Village Improvement Society of South Amherst was formed a a meeting in the church. Their gods
were "to promote by all practical meeaures the improvement and beauty of public and private property
in South Amherst," and their first projects were the Common and the grounds in front of the church.
They gpproached the public improvements with a practical as well as a an aethetic bert, by first
plowing and planting potatoes on the Common, then laying out roads and walks, and spmcing up the
grounds in front of the church. In 1886 potatoes were no longer part of the scheme the Common was
graded and the northem section planted with grass. Three dreetlights were added in 1887, and dms
were st out two years later. Conscious presarvation of the Common for its picturesque qualities dates

il -* hf (continued)
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from this period. From 1879 to 1895, South Eagt Street was caled Greene Street in a gesture towards
AN the importance of the green.
\; o ' - , I
Ore new farmwent up on the east Sde of the Common: the Orin Williams farm gopearson the alas
-A  of 1873, and an early photograph documents its gppeaerance. TTie farm buildings bumed, however, and ¢

NN 00 Common became the dte of the hbrary in 1930.
In 1882 the Town Farm was bumed down by one of its resdents, but it was quickly rebuilt. Vv"

Anaother mgjor change took place on the Common when the house a 1067 South Eagt Street (MHC
#673) was bought by the church and mede into the Parsonege in 1881. Rev. George Lyman, who was
minister of the church between 1869 and 1873, had owned the house during his ministry, and prior to
that the Nathanid Coleman House (1055 South Eagt . MHC #674) sarved as the parsonege. A few
years after they bought it, the church had Frank Pomeroy and his son Reuben, who were builders and
lived on Shays Street, remove the main block of the house and congtmct an up-to-date section inthe

late Queen Anne style.

The area of South Amhergt around the Common took on a noticesbly different socia agpect when

Mary Ann Coy Munson moved to Shays Street with her husband Pamell Munson. This era was

described by severd local writers as atime in which South Amherst took on its specid charecter as a

cosy knit community, and much of its spark wes attributed to the Munsons. They camefrom

Chicago, where Pamell Munson was Marshall of the city, but Mrs. Munson was originaly from South
Amherst. The couple built a large Itdianate house on Shays Street and proceeded to enter the affairs

of the community. Pamel Munson was the first Presdent of the South Amherst Improvement

Society, and Mrs. Munson was active in the church and promoted town-wide activities involving many

of the children who lived around the Common. At her degth in 1915, Mrs. Munson donated money to

the villagefor the library.

In 1902, the South Amhergt School (1001 South Eagt ., MHC #676, 1902/1953) replaced the one- -
room dementary school on the Common. (Photograph #3) N : .-
Early Modern Period (1915-1940) s } f
The Early Modem Period encompassed a shift in agriculture from the small farmto large-scae

orchards and poultry farms. Over 400 acres were devoted to gople orchards in 1920, and scientifically
rathgestrpeuiinef aonsng agoll lirstabille pridémoioeexaoapls @it tBeushi A iichpatlivithisasaggde of

Frwidh Lsaherptis they | NGSond desaat s AaaittieEt CoMgie wescpno\d tesimiaaes 6ol ke

1940 (MHC #683). (Photograph #5)

o '\'V;__o e ° ° ° ! ‘e
[ -y. . : (continued) esloe>
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and drew a large number of new faculty who found South Amherdt's farmhouses gppeding. So as the
> S smdl farm logt its viability, farmers were replaced by commuting professonds and South Amherst
took on a more suburban charecter.

r Ore of the first areesto see suburben residentiad devdopment was Shays Street, where a fair number
of lots were laid out on agricultural land for Neo-colonid houses Residentid devdopment did not
affect the Common, however. The only building that occurted during this period on the Common was
congtmction of the Munson Memoria Library and Community Center a 1046 South Eagt Street (MHC
#652, 1930). Its architect, Karl Scott Putnam, condgdered the Common an ungpoiled survival of early
New England, and he brought his Smith College dasses there to sudy it. The library was

A, appropriatey designed as a community center and took over this function from the church and school.
Putnam weas active in wetem Massachusetts, particularly in Northampton and Amherst, with twenty-
four ingtitutional and forty residential commissons in Northampton aone.  Included in his work are
restoration projects such as the Parsons House on Bridge Street in Northampton, dterations to existing
buildings such as the Smith College Library, and new constmction such as the two residences he built
for Mrs. Florence Adams in Northampton and in North Carolina. The Smith College Archives
maintains project lists and holds drawings from many of his projects. Among his clients were the
atig Leonard Baskin, the inventor Edwin Land, and textile manufacturer Josgph Skinner of Skinner
Sate Park.

Meanwhile, the Common became the ste of community cdebrations for the Fourth of July and other
occadons, and its vaue as an gpen park goece was gppreciated even more. The areatook on a
romantic cast through the poems of Robert Francis, son of Rev. Eben Francis, who lived a the
Parsonege in the 1920s and 1930s and wrote frequently of the Common and the people who hved
aound it.

Changes to exigting buildings continued to take place. The Town Farm was sold to a dairy farmer in
1915; the generd gtore on Pomeroy Lane was closed and the pog officedosed in 1927. The Goman
family built greenhousss (now gone) and raised flowersa 1081 South East Stregt in 1937.
(Photograph #7) The hurricane of 1938 blew out a gained glass memorid window (ca. 1890) in the
church and caused significant dameage to the roof.

Much of what we know about South Amherst during the Late Industrial and Early Modem periods
was recorded by William H. Atkins, a South Amherst resdent from 1905. Atkins took noteson
longtime residents  recoallections, recorded building constmction dates and movements, and published
aticles inthe loca press on South Amherst's history. His notes and articles were collected by his -
daughter Marjorie Atkins Elliott in two books. Leave the Light Buming: South Amherdt.
Massechusetts (1973) and North of Norwottuck (1985).

RAVARS Xnsnr Vv y (continued)
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Snce 1940

After World War |, suburban growth increased a greet ded in South Amherst s it did everywhere,
Poultry farming and dairying continued, but orchards hit a dump with declining prices. In generd,
only the hardiest of agricultural busnesses perasted, and South Amherst became a mral suburb of
Amherst proper. As aresult, perpetuation of the mral gppearance of the Common and its surtounding
lands became a more sdlf-conscious effort, one that was necessery in order to maintain the sgparate
identity of South Amherst. Homes that were built on the Common in the 1950s were designed in the
Neo-colonia style, which harmonized with the earlier homes and buildings. The only exception to
this effort to maintain a homogeneity was the 1953 addition to the school, which was built in the
International Style.

In 1966 residents successfully resisted a plan to redirect Route 9 through South Amherst, and today
the Common maintains its architectura and historical integrity built up during the 18th, 19th, and early
20th centuries.

Archaeologica Significance

Higtoric archaeologica remains described above have the potential to help reconstmct mid-18th
through 19th centary components of the district which no longer survive and help define constmction
squences and dates of congtmction for severd stmctures which are in question.  Archaeology could
hdp clarify when the Dickinson House a 445 Shays Street was congmcted.  Primary documentation
is lacking for the house dthough an €l is dated to ca 1740 by town traditions. Components of this
house could predate the house built by Nathanid Coleman inca 1742, the first recorded resdent in
the district. One of the more important contributions of historic archaeology in the district could be a
recongtmction of the district's 19th century commercid enterprises. Stmctura remains of shops ad
detailed andyds of rdaed features could provide information on technologies and materids usedin
locd manufacturing of carriages, faucets, and planes. This information can dso be used to identify
where commercia activities took place either in homes or in specific shops. Overall, archaeologica
aurvivas can hdp identify the role of manufacturing within a previoudy agricultural oriented
community and the relationship of local manufacturing and agricultural production within the larger
regiona economy.

(end)
Hi



NPS Form 10-900-3 OMfl Approval Mo. 1024-0018
(8-86)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

South Amhers Common Historic District

; South Amherst (Hampshire County)
Section number Page M hUSetts

9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Carpenter, Edward Wilton and Charles Erick Morehouse. The History of the Town of Amherst.
Massachusetts, Amherst. 1896. - . S

Dwight. Clara. "Recollections of South Amherst”. Ms., Jones Library Specid Collections, n.d.

Elliott, Marjorie Atkin, (ed.). Leave theLight Buming: South Amherst. Massachusetts. McFarland,
Wisconsin, 1973.

North of Norwottuck. McFarland, Wisconsin, 1985.
Greene. Theodore P.. ed. Essays on Amherdt's History. Amherst, 1978. ' A
Lombardo, Daniel. Tdes of Amherst: A Look Back. Amherst, 1986. .

Smith, James Avery. A Record of the Streets and Ways in the Town of Amherst, Massachusetts.
Ms., Jones Library Specid Collections, 1991.

(ed.) File of Amherg land records, Office of Amhers Town Engineer. » .

Walker, Alice Morehouse. " South Amherst inthe Dear Days of Old." Ms., Jones Library Specid
Collections, 1927.

Maps and Atlases ' , = - , .
1833 Map of Amherst LN ' " » N5 , .
1860 Walling Map of Amherst ; , , T, n
1873 Bears Atlas of Amherst " 'W LI

(end)

?fltr.



NPS Form 10-900-a OMB Approval!*), J024-0018
(

United States Department of the Interior o N_yNy e <
National Park Service > -

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet
South Amhers Common Historic Digtrict

Section number Page » | e (Hampshire County)
M assachusetts

10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA
2 A Verba Boundary Description ' S A :
The boundaries of the South Amherst Common district are |Ilustreted on the Town of Amherst tax
, N * mgp 20D, which is attached.

Boundary Justification - e .

The boundaries have been drawn to include the South Amherst Common and those properties abutting
it that have historically been associated with the Common and village activities. The boundaries
follow lot lines of those properties. Beyond the boundaries of the district, there is a small increasein
the number of noncontributing properties; however, the arearetainsits overall feeling of open space,
with new constmction sited so asto maintain this feding. The more recent buildings aregenerally

.- consistent with those of thedistrict in high-quality workmanship.

oo Nv-- - N . \; . NMT- (end) " .
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South Amherst Common Historic District
South Amherst (Hampshire County), Massachusetts
District Data Sheet

Lot# MHC # Address Historic Name Date Style Type Stat
200-00 South East Street South Amherst Common ca. 1788 Si C
200-23 979 South East house 1959 Neo-colonial B NC
shed ca. 1959 B NC
shop ca. 1959 B NC
200-24 686 989 South East Stedman/Allis House ca. 1790 Federal B C
200-54 667 986 South East Town Farm 1869/1882 Italianate B C
livestock barn 1941 B C
silo ca. 1910 St C
silo (partial) ca. 1910 St c
horse/equipment barn 1887-1888 B C
200-25 676 1001 South East S. Amherst School 1902/1954 Craftsman/International B C
200-26 1001 South East school yard Si C
200-34 1006 South East house 1957 B NC
203-35 1016 South East house 1957 Neo-colonial B NC
200-13 675 1025 South East W.J. Armstrong House ca. 1850 Greek Revival B C
200-27 1030 South East house 1952 Neo-colonial B NC

Page 1 of 2



Lot#

20D-8

20D-7

200-49

200-30

200-69

200-42

200-32

200-33

MHC # Address

678

683

652

674

673

669

671

672

324 Pomeroy

445 Shays

1046 South East

1055 South East

1067 South East

1066 South East

1081 South East

1072 South East

TOTAL RESOURCES: 22 Contributing,

18 Contributing Buildings
2 Contributing Sites

South Amherst Common Historic District
South Amherst (Hampshire County), Massachusetts
District Data Sheet

Historic Name

Enos Dickinson House
garage

Jonathan Dickinson House
livestock barn

Munson Memorial Library

Nathaniel Coleman House

South Church parsonage
carriage house

S. Amherst Congregational

house
carriage house

Elisha Smith House
hay & equipment barn

7 Noncontributing

7 Noncontributing Buildings

2 Contributing Structures

Date

ca.1820
ca. 1920

ca. 1740
1780-1785
19th c.
1930

ca. 1742

ca. 1890
ca. 1890

1825

ca. 1790
ca. 1860

1806
19th c.

Page 2 of 2

Style

Federal

Federal

Neo-col./English Cottage
Georgian

Queen Anne
Queen Anne

Neo-classical
Federal/Greek Revival

Federal
utilitarian

Type

Status
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Massachusetts Historical Commission
Massachusetts Archives Building

220 Montesey Boulevard

Boston, MA 02125

January 4, 1995

Carol Shull

National Register of Historic Places
Department of thelnterior

National Park Service

P.Q Box 37127

Washi ngton, DC 20013-7127

Dear Ms. Shull:
Encl osed please find thefollowing nomnation form

South Amherst GCommon Historic District, Amherst (Hampshire
County), Massachusetts, 01102.

The nomination has been voted eligible by the State Revi ew Board
and has been signed by t he State Historic Preservation Officer.
Owers were notified of pending State Review Board consideration
30-75 days before themeeting andwere afforded the opportunity
to coment.

Sincerely,

Betsy Friedberg
National Register Director
Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion

encl osure

cc:  Ann May, Chair., Amherst Historical Comm ssion
Elisa Campbell, Chair., Amherst Board of Selectmen
Bonni e Parsons, Pioneer Valley Planning Comm ssion
Bonnie Isman, Director, Jones Library

Massachusatts Higtoricd Commisson, Judith B. McDonough, Executive Director, Sate Historic Presarvation Officer
80 Doylaton Street, Dootoii. MaDOtchuodto BUG 182 (617) 727-8470 Fax:(617)727-5128 TDD: 1-800-302-60°0

Office of the Secretary of State, Michael J. Connolly, Secretary



