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IS Moved Q Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This site's significance is due to the totem pole collection
*-___-  - - -

to be housed thereon.

The site itself is a lightly wooded area in a medium density 

residential district; it is faced on one side by Ketchikan Creek, 

and on the other three sides by scrub brush and trees.

The poles appear as they did when they were retrieved in the 

summer of 1970 from their original locations; they are we11-weathered, 

and a silver-grey in coloration. No paint remains on them, and 

generally they show marked deterioration. They are presently being 

treated to permanently preserve their appearance when retrieved, and 

will become the focal point of a series of exhibits to be housed in 

a building to be.ejected on the site.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Totem poles are synonomous with Indian history, and particularly 

with Alaska, and yet until the development of Alaska Totems only four 

original 19th century poles had been permanently preserved in Alaska. 

The ^otems in the Alaska Totems collection are the last salvable 

examples of an ethnic art form which flourished from British Columbia 

to Yakutat, Alaska from the mid ITOO's - early 1900 f s. This form was 

indigenous to only one area of the North American continent now a 

State of the United States -- Alaska. Thus this collection has 

unique national significance culturally, esthetically and historically, 

as it will be permanently located in the community (Ketchikan) where 

the majority of the descendants of Village Island, Tongass Island (both 

Tlingit), and Old Kasaan (Haida) now live.

Totem poles appear to be a relatively recent development on the 

Northwest Coast; early explorers accounts mention the presence of 

small carved pieces but little of great size. The poles preserved 

in Alaska Totems are of several types: memorial poles, story poles, 

family or clan poles. The poles were traditionally the specific 

property of a given family or clan; today they are still recognized 

as legally belonging to the Tlingit and Haida peoples.

(Continued)



Alaska State Council on the Arts, Proceedings, Conferences on Southeast
Alaska Native Artifacts and Monuments, Vol. I & II, July, Nov. 1967. 

Barbeau, Marius, Totem Poles, Vol. I & II, National Museum of Canada,
Ottawa, 1950, 1964. 

Clark, Joe W., Preservation of Totem Poles. U,S e Forest Products
Laboratory, Madison, Wisconsin, 1967, 

Duff, Wilson (editor), Jane Wallen ? Joe Clark, Report of Field Survey and
Follow-up Activities (Totem Pole Survey of Southeastern Alaska),
Alaska State Museum, Juneau, 1969.
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Jane Wallen, Director
ORGANI ZATION

Alaska State Museum
DATE

Febr. 11, 1971
STREET AND NUMBER:

Pouch FM
CITY OR TOWN:

Juneau
STATE

Alaska 99801 02

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­ 

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is:

National (jg State Q Local Q

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.
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8. Statement of Significance: (Continued)

In the late 1800*8 life in Southeastern Alaska drastically changed 

with the advent of gold-seekers, missionaries, cannery operations and 

schools. Groups of Indian peoples moved from their older communities to 

"modern" towns. The totem poles have remained at the older villages 

(now unoccupied) until this time, and as such constitute some of the 

few remaining memorials to the traditional life-style which once 

predominated in Southeastern Alaska.
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