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(TJ Excellent [ Good [x1] Fair
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O Deterloroted 1 Ruins [C] Unexposed

CONDITION
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[ Altered ’ Unaltered
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[T Moved K] Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Original:

The furnace was built in 1854 of rough hewn sandstone rock. The
exterior surface was rough, unfinlshed but the joining surfaces

were well fitted.

Present appearance:

The old furnace is still in good condition.

and most of these are off the top.

' Cracks are developing that will

necessitate repairs in the foreseeable- future.

so there is no way to check interior,walls.and conditions.
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Very few rocks are missing,

-The interior is full,
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Aboriginal ] Education ] Political {T] Urban Planning
[ Prehistoric O Enginéering 1 Religion/Phi- . . [] Other (Specify)
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[T] Agriculture [J Invention [C] Science

[ Architecture ] Londscape [C] Sculpture
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'STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The furnace was built in 1854 and operated from then until 1879. Some
of the iron made here was cast into household utensils for local and
bluegrass area markets and much of the production, in the form of pig
iron, was hauled to the Clay City forge and rolling mill where it was
made into bars, nails and similar products. The region in which this
furnace was located was known as the Red River Iron District.

The production of pig iron was one of Kentucky's earliest industries.
A major producer of iron since 1791, Kentucky ranked third in the U.S.
in the 1830's and 11th in 1865.

After 1879, the induétry declined due to the obsolescence of the pro-
cess and the opening of the iron area in the Northern Great Lakes Area.
The old charcoal furnace era finally ended with depletion of ore and
timber,
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In compliance with Executive Order 11593, I hereby
nominate this property to the National Register, certify-
ing that the State Liaison Officer has been allowed 90
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