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X
This house, dated about 1885, was moved from its original site at

the corner of Avenue ^5 and Figueroa in the Highland Park District of 
Los Angeles. /It suffered some damage in moving, and it needs paint 
badly, but it will be carefully restored.

Tt is an excellent example of Queen Anne architecture with so many 
Eastlake details that the best attribution would be "Queen Anne-Eastlake". 
It is a vivid example of the wood-carver's and plasterer's arts, par­ 
ticularly on the entrance porch with its turned wooden posts, curved 
wood bracket caps, and milled balusters. The pediment above the entrance 
contains the shield of the United States and much floral ornament. /The 
porch was crowned with an ornamental iron rail which has been removed 
during the restoration process. Likewise, the tall brick chimneys with 
their incised geometric detail and corbelled projections were carefully 
stored during the moving operation and will be rebuilt exactly to their 
original designs. The structure is wood frame with the first floor 
sheathed in clapboards and the second with shingles some in fish-scale 
patterns. There is a tower at the northwest corner, the first floor 
segment in a box shape, the second, a cylinder. It is topped by a tall 
crockett. Besides the carving around them, the windows of the house are 
notable for their large size and for the bands of small varicolored glass 
panels in the upper sash. The roof is pitched.

The interior woodwork is mainly in excellent condition. Some of it 
is artificially grained, but that in the principal rooms is natural with 
a light coat of shellac. The floors are painted. The walls of the hall, 
parlor, sitting room and dining room have the usual treatment of the 
"aesthetic movement"—paneling up to a chair-rail and a molding providing 
a frieze below the ceiling. Remnants of the original wall papers have 
been uncovered. Some of these will be reproduced. In other areas, papers 
designed by William Morris or his followers will be used.

Some of the original furniture is in the possession of the Cultural 
Heritage Foundation, Inc., as is a considerable amount of other furniture 
in the Eastlake style. It is not known precisely how the interiors 
looked in 1885-1890, but a team of experts in the fields of design and 
architectural history have volunteered their efforts to make the Hale 
House an authentic period piece.
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7. DESCRIPTION

Damage to the house in moving was minor, i.e. plaster cracking and front 
proch weakening. Brick chimneys were removed close to roof line prior to 
moving because of height and possibility of fracture.

Since relocation, house has been placed on permanent foundation, utilities 
hooked up, walls and ceiling replastered, re-roofing done, and front porch 
stabilized. Restoration work on exterior and interior including exterior 
painting and interior furnishings has been funded and is progressing. Recon­ 
struction of chimneys will follow.

Future plans for the new location:

The intent of the Cultural Heritage Foundation for development of the 
Heritage Square site of the Hale House, and other houses and structures 
anticipated, is an historical setting of the Victorian era of Los Angeles 
of 1865 to 1914. Hale House, and other houses, will become museum pieces 
depicting original historical furnishings and open for public view.

Landscaping and artifacts will be in accord with the historical setting. The 
overall plan will represent a neighborhood residential development acceding 
to a park-like feeling and curving street.

The residential area, having space for approximately six houses, will be 
balanced by a commercial area of like historical period with a buffer zone 
between the two for relaxation and reflection.

The Foundation, in providing a haven for historically significant endangered 
houses and buildings is exercising judicious restraint in accepting only the 
best example of an architectural style for inclusion at Heritage Square. The 
total concept is ambitious and increasing activity and accomplishment will 
hopefully generate an accelerated response.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

'The Hale House is one of the very few remaining examples of the 
Queen Anne-Eastlake style in Los Angeles. / It has been published in a 
number of books, most recently in Marcus Whiffen's American Architecture 
Since 1?80: A Guide to the Styles (p. 114). The ornamental detail is 
particularly rich, even for a period of lavish decoration. /It is one of 
the last vestiges of the heritage of the great immigration to Los Angeles 
when the new railroads lowered their fares to the area in the 1880*s. 
The perfection of its detail and the sophistication of its planning are 
exceptional for what was then essentially a frontier community./ It re­ 
minds us that the Los Angeles' rich architectural tradition extends well 
into the nineteenth century.

The Hale House in its new location at Heritage Square is the first 
structure comprising a proposed complex of Turn-of-the Century houses 
and other historic structures. The entire complex will be developed 
into a park-like atmosphere with judicious attention to keeping lands­ 
caping and paving in the same Turn-of-the Century feeling. The houses 
and other structures will be properly restored and opened to the public 
as museums, some for small gatherings. It is anticipated that a horse- 
drawn cart of this era be used for transportation purposes. The moti­ 
vation behind this endeavor is to retain, for the people of Los Angeles, 
historically significant structures which are in danger of demolition 
and of which very few examples remain. This venture is being sponsored 
by the City of Los Angeles, Department of Recreation and Parks, Cultural 
Heritage Board, Cultural Heritage Foundation, Inc., American Institute of 
Architects, and other professional organizations.

Justin J. Gershuny, A.I.A.
Chairman
Heritage Square Committee
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