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INTENSIVE SURVEY FORM historic Preservation Division State Historical Society of Wisconsin

City, Village or Town: County: Surveyor: Date: -
. I
1 Franklin Sheboygan Miriam Rowe R/15/83 5 &
5 o
Street Address: USGS Quad and UTM Reference: Acreage: o
Franklin Road FT&Kk}ln Quadrangle less than i S]
16 427440 4853745 acre e
Current Name & Use: Current Owner: §
Franklin Feed Mill - Feed Mill James Fintelman
Film Roll No. Current Owner's Address:
; Route 4
N7A ) Plymouth, WI 53073
Negative No. Legal Description: Z
Affix Contact Prints £
_ N.W.1 of S.W.% of Sec. 20 g
N7A T. 16 N., R. 22 E. ' 5
Facade Orient.
South
Original Name & Use: Source| Previous Ownerskl Dates Uses Source -
. .. . ]
2 Dickoff & Arpke or Grist mill ,  |Dickoff & ArpHel856-82 | Grist Mill A >3
Lippers Flouring MI11l TSt mb =
Dates of Construction /Alteration Source
Fred Arpke 1883-1889 | Grist Mii] A
1856 Addition i
/ QL_fiijch in 1868 A5C | conrad Arpke |1889-1930 [Roller Mil1 A =
Architect and/or\Builded): Source | g3 N g
ickoff &
gigkel Arpke [1930-32 |Feed Mill B N g
Henry Dickoff & Conrad Arpke C |L & H Fintelmdn 1932-83 | Feed Mill B | ™
Architectural Significance Historical Significance
3 8Represents work of a master 4 Assoc. with lives of significant persons g
Possesses high artistic values Assoc. with significant historical events 8 a
ORepresents a type, period, or method of construction Assoc. with development of a locality 5
QO Engineering Other: =
@None O None Period of significance:_’]_856_4 889
Architectural Description and Significance: Historical Background and Significance: g
o
=
g
See reverse See reverse ®

Interior visited? @ Yes O No

Sources of Information (Reference to Above

Sheboygan Press, 4/29/27, p. 16

Interview with Henry and James Fintelma b
Miriam Rowe, 4/8783" pheLman, by

Representation in Previous Surveys

WIHP NRHP
Quass O LDM]I_(O/?/75 (@)

(o] :

7 Condition

Department of Natural resources, Railroad
Commission, June, 1915, File #59

"N W (> W0

8 District: N/A

O pivotal O contribut ing O non-contribut ing

9 Opinion of National Register Eligibility
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Oeligible Onot eligible O unknown
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Description

Franklin Mill ies located on the southeast corner of Franklin Road and Highway A in
Franklin. I% is situated on the Sheboygan River. The mill looks very much as it "did
during the wheat era, The two and a half story frame structure in the center measures
approximately 35' x 45! aﬂd is the original mill built in 1856. The two and a half

story intersecting gable addition to the south was added in 1868 when business was
booming. (1) The east side or face of the mill looks the same today as it did in the
pioneer era. The west side, which faces the now dry raceway, has been metal sided. There
is also an addition on the north side - a one-story entry addition. It is not known when
this was added. The mill is constructed of 12" x 12" timbers with 12" x 13" joists of
virgin pine. (2) When the south addition was built, in 1868, three run of stone were added
to grind flour. (3) Turbines were installed in 1870 for the feed and flour mill opera-
tion (4). It is not known if the earlier paddle wheel was inside or outside of the mill,
but presumably it was outside, since no exterior remains. The mill turned to a roller
mill operation and then a hammermill in subsequent years, which remains today. The water
power ended in 1959. (5) Wooden shafts and shoots remain on the interior as well as the
framing and walls of the original mill. There is, however, no other evidence of the grist

milling days, since the mill has been adapted to a feed mill operation.

Significance

Franklin Mill is significant because of its ability to survive all of the changes since
its construction with its original integrity so much in tact. The original water rights
were granted, and the dam built in 1851. (6) The turbines were not installed until 1870
so the mill must have had a paddlewheel originally. (7) It was described in 1889 as the
best equipped mill in the county, (8)and remains a highly productive feed mill operation
today. Once called "Lippers" Mill, the Franklin Mill was built by immigrants from the
Lipper Detmold region of Germany and therefore is a remnant of the German settlement of
Sheboygan County. (9) This mill is important as an example of immigrant know-how in
establishing these early mills and as an example of how these mills were able to adapt
and survive. Because it's integrity and setting remain so much in tact, it is one of the

best examples of a typical commercial mill in Sheboygan County. retal equipment on the

north and east of the mill, associated with the cureent business, does not detract from
References: the integrity of the property.

(1)Sheboygan press, April 29, 1927, p. 16

(2) Interview by Miriam Rowe with Calvin Boedecker, grandson of C.F. Arpke, April 25,
1983, at the mill

(3) Sheboygan Press, Op Cit

(4) Department of Natural Resources Railroad Commission, June, 1915, File #59

(5) Whyte, Bertha Kitchel, WISCONSIN HERITAGE, C.T. Branford Co., Boston, 1954, p. 49

(6) DNR Railroad Commission, Op Cit

(7) Ibid

(8) Whyte, Op Cit, p. 51

(9) Ibid
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THE STORE

HOWARDS GROVE, WISCONSIN

GROCERIES - FINE MEATS
BEER - WINE - LIQUOR

Open Monday thru Friday - 8 a.m. to 9 p.m.
Saturday - 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

PHONE:

[ o s

565-2732

3L

P

FRANKLIN MUTUAL
INSURANCE COMPANY

FIRE - EXTENDED COVERAGE - LIABILITY
HOMEOWNERS AND FARM OWNERS :
NON-ASSESSABLE POLICIES ]

Home Office - Franklin Road
Route 4 - Plymouth, Wisconsin
Phone: 565-3375
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