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ARCH TECTURYL. S QN H GANE of area. (Describe physical setting, general character,
and architecturally significant structures).

The Durfee Mills is the finest granite industrial conplex in Fall River, outstanding
initsstyling, scale, site plan, use of materials, detailing, craftsmanship, and
intact quality. The mills are located inthe center of the city on the south side

of Pleasant Street along the north bank of the Quequechan River. The central group-
ing is formed by two Sts-story Italianate mills with handsome 7-1evel center towers,
erected in 1866 and 1871. These are placed symmetrically at right angles with
Pleasant Street to form a large center court i nwhich is set the 2'5-story 1872
granite office. The square was originally grassed and |andscaped and the conpl ex

is still enclosed,by an iron fence with granite posts. In allthe conplex includes
about a dozen structures, all built by 1904 and al | of locally quarried granite.

Al'l' major buildings have survived, including 3 mlls (thethird dating from 1881),
the boiler house and 2 picker houses (all 1880), cotton house (1887), 2 weave

sheds (1893 and 1895) and an engine roomat #2 (1904). The major buildings built
before 1885 are unusual in that they retain their gable roofs pierced with skylights.
Mills #1 and #2 are virtually identical, and have the characteristic irregular (Continued

HSITGRCGL SGNHCANE of area. (Explaindevel opnent of area, what caused it,
and how it affectedconmunity; be specific).

Throughout it shistory the Durfee Mills was the largest singletextile mnufacturing
conpany in Fall River. The firmws organized in 186 with a capital of $500, 000
and naned after Major Bradford Durfee, whose son, B. M C Durfee, was the principal
stockhol der and original president.

Maj or Durfee has been creditedas "the originator of plans which were the inception
of Fall River's industrial life." Wth Colonel Richard Borden, he was the founder
of the Fall River Iron Wrks Conpany, which began as an iron manufactory and which
constructed many of the city's earliest textile mills.

The first two Durfee mills were erected in 1866 and 1871, and in 1877 the conpany -«
had a capacity of 87,424 spindles apd 2,064 |oons. |tsproduct was print cloth, of
which 23 million yards were made i n 1877, consumi ng 9,500 bales of cotton and

empl oying 950 operatives. After the #3 mill was built in 1881, the firm had a
capacity of 109, 360 spindles, a niinber which increased to 151,328 by 1920. During
the 20th century, the company remnined the |argest Fall River textile firm not part
of a larger conglomerate. The corporationwas |iquidated in 1935  *
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Phillips' History of Fall River, Fascicle I, p. 122, 127
History of Bristol County, p. 317

Fall River City Directories, 1900, 1910, 1920

2M6/ 80



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Qnnnuni ty: Form N

MASSACHUETTS HISTORICAL (ZCMCSION Fall River, Mass. N-24-1
Office of the Secretary, Bogon :

Property Nane: Durfee MIIs

Indicate each item on inventory farm which is being continued beow.

RLE

ARCH TECTURAL SI GNI FI CANCE (Continuation) S

ashlar walls, 12/12sash andbracketed cornices. The masonry blocks used at the
corners, as lintels, andonthe stair towers are of neatly shaped ashlar with a
hamrered finish at the edges. The upper level of the towers has a simplified
Pal | adi an wi ndow arrangenent with openings filled by wooden slats. Early photographs
show t hat the tower roofs were originally low-pitched hips surnounted by a decorative
wood pedi mented parapet. They presently have a bracketed wooden cornice andflat roof.
Mill #1neasures 376 X 72'. Also of particular architectural interest is the 2=5-story
office, one of the finest detached mill offices inthe city. Among itsunique features
are the triangular granite pediments above the door andw ndows, Palladian wi ndow in
the upper story, anduse of neatly cut andfinishedgranite blocks for the walls.

The architect of the Durfee conplex, i fany, is unknown.

The Durfee MIls isthe finest granite industrial corplex inFall River, outstanding
inits styling, scale, site plan, use of iiHterials, detailing, craftinanship and
intact quality; it neets Criteria Aand Cof the National Register of Historic Places.
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