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ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE of area.(Describe physical setting, general character, 
and architecturally significant structures). 
The Durfee M i l l s i s the f i n e s t granite i n d u s t r i a l complex i n F a l l River, outstanding  
i n i t s s t y l i n g , scale, s i t e plan, use of materials, d e t a i l i n g , craftsmanship, and  
i n t a c t q u a l i t y . The m i l l s are located i n the center of the c i t y on the south side  
of Pleasant Street along the north bank of the Quequechan River. The central group­ 
ing i s formed by two S^s-story I t a l i a n a t e m i l l s with handsome 7-level center towers,  
erected i n 1866 and 1871. These are placed symmetrically at r i g h t angles w i t h  
Pleasant Street to form a large center court i n which i s set the 2'5-story 1872 .  
granite o f f i c e . The square was o r i g i n a l l y grassed and landscaped and the complex  
i s s t i l l enclosed,by an iron fence with granite posts. I n a l l the complex includes  
about a dozen structures, a l l b u i l t by 1904 and a l l of l o c a l l y quarried granite.  
A l l major buildings have survived, including 3 m i l l s (the t h i r d dating from 1881),  
the b o i l e r house and 2 picker houses ( a l l 1880), cotton house (1887), 2 weave  
sheds (1893 and 1895) and an engine room at #2 (1904). The major buildings b u i l t  
before 1885 are unusual i n that they r e t a i n t h e i r gable roofs pierced with skylights.  
M i l l s #1 and #2 are v i r t u a l l y i d e n t i c a l , and have the c h a r a c t e r i s t i c i r r e g u l a r (Continued 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE of area. (Explain development of area, what caused i t , 
and how i t affected community; be specific). 

Throughout i t s h i s t o r y the Durfee M i l l s was the largest single t e x t i l e manufacturing 
company i n F a l l River. The f i r m was organized i n 1866 with a c a p i t a l of $500,000 
and named a f t e r Major Bradford Durfee, whose son, B. M. C. Durfee, was the p r i n c i p a l 
stockholder and o r i g i n a l president. 
Major Durfee has been credited as "the originator of plans which were the inception 
of F a l l River's i n d u s t r i a l l i f e . " With Colonel Richard Borden, he was the founder 
of the F a l l River Iron Works Company, which began as an i r o n manufactory and which 
constructed many of the c i t y ' s e a r l i e s t t e x t i l e m i l l s . 
The f i r s t two Durfee m i l l s were erected i n 1866 and 1871, and i n 1877 the company • 
had a capacity of 87,424 spindles apd 2,064 looms. I t s product was p r i n t c l o t h , of 
which 23 m i l l i o n yards were made i n 1877, consuming 9,500 bales of cotton and 
employing 950 operatives. A f t e r the #3 m i l l was b u i l t i n 1881, the f i r m had a 
capacity of 109,360 spindles, a n\imber which increased to 151,328 by 1920. During 
the 20th century, the company remained the largest F a l l River t e x t i l e f i r m not part 
of a larger conglomerate. The corporation was liquidated i n 1935, * 
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ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (Continuation) s , : •y'!!i: 

ashlar walls, 12/12 sash and bracketed cornices. The masonry blocks used at the 
corners, as l i n t e l s , and on the s t a i r towers are of neatly shaped ashlar with a 
hammered f i n i s h at the edges. The upper l e v e l of the towers has a s i m p l i f i e d 
Palladian window arrangement with openings f i l l e d by wooden s l a t s . Early photographs 
show that the tower roofs were o r i g i n a l l y low-pitched hips surmounted by a decorative 
wood pedimented parapet. They presently have a bracketed wooden cornice and f l a t roof. 
M i l l #1 measures 376' X 72'. Also of p a r t i c u l a r a r c h i t e c t u r a l i n t e r e s t i s the 2=5-story 
o f f i c e , one of the f i n e s t detached m i l l o f f i c e s i n the c i t y . Among i t s unique features 
are the tr i a n g u l a r granite pediments above the door and windows, Palladian window i n 
the upper story, and use of neatly cut and finished granite blocks f o r the walls. 
The architect of the Durfee complex, i f any, i s unknown. 

The Durfee Mills is the finest granite industrial corplex in Fall River, outstanding 
in i t s styling, scale, site plan, use of iiHterials, detailing, craftinanship and 
intact quality; i t meets Criteria A and C of the National Register of Historic Places. 
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