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DESCRIPTION

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
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—FAIR —UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Edward Devotion House i slocated at 347 Harvard street in Brookline. The
house i ssurrounded by a | owpicket fence andtall maple trees. Thel oti s en-
circled by thedriveway for t heEdward Devotion School, which surrounds t hehouse
on three sides. Theschool |and was purchased by the Tow i n1891for t he purpose
of erecting a school with funds left by Edward Devotion i nhiswill. The house
site lies just west of Coolidge Corner, a commercial center inBrookline. The
area west of thehouse i sresidential.

in 1685t heDevotion property consisted of 102 acres onboth sides of Harvard
Street (which had been laid out i n1662 as theRoad t ot he Col | ages, [si<il which

was "TOgo... byt he Godnan Devotions"). Edward Devotion built a house and barn
on theproperty, but these were torn down by thetime Edward Devotion, Jr. sold
the lot tohis adopted son, Solonmon Hill, i nl1740. Thepresent house was erected
by Solonon Hill sone time after this date. | t nowstands approxi mately 100 feet

back from “arvard Street.

The building i sthefinest exanmple of md-18th century Colonial architecture
remaining i nBrooklinetoday. | ti sasmall house with a ganbrel roof extended
at thefirst pitch toforma lean-to at therear.

The 2h story house has a central chimey, andi ssheathed i nclapboards painted
yellow. The corner boards, door and wi ndow architraves, andeaves are painted
white. Fenestrationi svaried andof contrasting scale. Al | windows have a plain
sill anda mol ded, slightly projecting cornice.

The asymmetrical south facade i sthree bays wide, with theentrance placed at the
western end. The wooden door i sflanked by a molded pilaster oneither side

and headed by a nol ded cornice supportingatriangular pediment. Thetwo first
story windows are 12/12. The second story windows are 12/8 with their lintels
directly beneath t heeaves. . o . '

The east elevation has a 12/12 window ont hefirst andt hesecond story of the
northern end, with a small six |ight casenent above andslightly south. The
southern endof t heelevation has a 12/12 ont hefirst story, a 12/8 directly above
on thesecond story, anda smaller i2/!50verhead i ntheattic.

The west elevation has a 12/ 12 wi ndow onboth thefirst andt hesecond story, and
an 8/ 8 above andslightly south i ntheattic. Thenorthernendof theelevation
has a 25 story Beverly jog. Thesouth facade of this jog has a door headed by
four lights anda nolded cornice. A 12/12 wi ndow stands directly overhead on t he
second story with a-12/8 wi ndow above that. Thewest elevation of thejog has a
single 12/12 onthefirst andthesecond story at thenorthernend. Mst of the
original interior detail remains, including Hand H- hinges, abrass |ift [latch,
the board and batten front door, four andsi x panel interior doors, anda nol ded
wooden handrail supported by turned balusters anda square topped newel post.
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Edward Devotion House
The original fireplace wall i spanelled with crosseted co-rners above. The nore
recent fireplace wall i nthe"new kitchen at therear of thehouse i salso panelled,

and has a nolded architrave and mantel framng thefireplace. Summer beans and
girts areencased. Sone of thefireplaceshave been covered over, but nost of
the original woodwork i s intact.

when t he school was constructed i n1891, extensive repair work was executed on

the house under thedirection of WlliamG Preston, architect. Paint andplaster
were applied and t he house was plunbed andwired. The structurewas raised four
feet onitsoriginal foundation and a new sill constructed. Most of the clapboards
were replaced but theoriginal nails were reused. Werever possible theoriginal
sash was repaired, and theol dglass reset. The tcpof thechimey was relaid,

and t heroof reshingled. 1 n21908 Kil ham and Hopki ns nade minor alterations, such
as latch and window repair and new floors i nsone of theroons.

The original house was one room deep with a hall, parlor, and present kitchen on

the first story, and a bath and bedroom on t he second. | napproximtely 1775-1800
rooms were added at t herear of t he house, and t he ganbrel roof extended. The
Beverly jogwas added at this time. |t consisted of a kitchen with a room bel ow, A
and two and h roons above.



SIGNIFICANCE

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD
—PREHISTORIC ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC
— 1400-1499 ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC
—1500-1599 —AGRICULTURE

— 1600-1699 XLARCHITECTURE

X_1 700-1 799 KART

— 1800-1899 —_COMMERCE

— 1900-

SPECIFIC DATES

—COMMUNICATIONS

c. 1745

STATEMENT CF S| GN FI CANCE

The Edward Devotion House i ssignificant
century architecture,
It isalsosignificant for itslong termassociation with the Devotions,
i nthe Town's educational,

prom nent

Huguenot family,

influential

—COMMUNITY PLANNING
—CONSERVATION
—ECONOMICS

X,EDUCATION
—ENGINEERING
—EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT
—INDUSTRY

—INVENTION

BU LDER ARCH TECT

as an excel |l ent

- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW

—LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE
—LAW

—LITERATURE

—MILITARY

—MuUsIC

—PHILOSOPHY
—POLITICS/IGOVERNMENT

and religious affairs during thel7th and I8th centuries.

Edward Devoti on,
andwas living there by 1645.

line)

Sr.

was born i nl1621.

He bought

theland at Middy River
He was a French Huguenot

France where the DeVaution fam |y are believed t obehis ancestors.

a nmenber of t hechurch and a freemn.

ten.

John Devotion, born i n1659,

in such capacities as constable, tithingman,

served as had his father
and peranbul at or

Sol onmon Hil |

and hi s own son,
of thetown boundari es.

—RELIGION
—SCIENCE

—SCULPTURE
—SOCIALYHUMANITARIAN
—THEATER
—TRANSPORTATION
—OTHER (SPECIFY)

exanmpl e of mid-18th
one of the fewrepresentative exanples extant i n Brookline.

a locally

government al ,

( Brook-

imm grant from LaRochelle,
Devoti onwas
He married i n 1649 and raised a fam |y of

Edward j r .,

John and hi s son Edward signed the petition for Brookline's separationfrom Boston.
Edward Devotion, Jr. bequested nionerous gifts t othe church and town,

residual

the center of

t own.

Theintent

of his will

estate being designated for the building and maintenance of a school
was di sregarded for many years, only

with his

near

to befulfilled i n1891 with the first buildings of the Edward Devotion School,

whi ch today stands onthe original

Devotion property.

Heirl oons presented by descendants of the Devotion famly areondisplay at the

house, which nowserves as a museumopen t othe piablic two days a week.
portraits of

The Edward Devotion School
Wlliam Dawes' ride of 1775 takes place annually onApril

the Devotions and of other famlies are exhibited.

was attended by John F. Kennedy.

19t h.

Famous

Thereenactnent of
Dawes rode from

Roxbury stopping at the Devotion House t owarn t heinhabitants of t hearrival of

the British.

The curators of the nusetm currently live inthe house.
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