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Town Brookline MRA

Address 235 Goddard Avenue

Name John Goddard House

Present use Residential

Present owner M. DuP. Faulkner

Description:

Date 1767

» SOME LD BROCKLI NE HOUSE
Source by Nina Fletcher Little

Style . . Georqi an

<7' Architect Information not available

Exterior wall fabric Clapboard

Outbuildings (describe) Garage

N Other features 2 stories; square com-

>»

—

pact mass;hipped roof wk lIg. central
rhiTnney. at .a.pey; ppid.i'mRntprl pntrance
portico w/sidelights £ Doric columns

sym.—facade; cornerboards £ pilasters
6/6 windows. Jowitt
Altered yAANn Date -/SSAMSbik
' Moved Na Date
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Lotsize: 97 120 sq. ft. .

One acre or less Over one acre X _

Approximatefrontage i85'

Approximatedistance of building from street
B,

Recorded by Leslie Larkin

Organization BHC

Date June. 1980

Newt on Quadr aagl e
UM Ref erences: 19/ 323930/ 4686760

Np # 19



See 15 Goddard Ave. for informationont he devel opment of t hestreet, and
Curtis, Goddard and Little (SeeBibliography) for nore informationon Godd-
ard and hi srole i nthe Revolutionary War.
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7. Original owner (if known) John GCoddard
Original use Farmhouse
Subsequent uses (if any) and dates Residence
8. Themes (check as many as applicable)
Abo_riginal Conservation Recreation
Agricultural X Education Religion
Architectural X Exploration/ Science/
The Arts : settlement invention
Commerce C Industry Social/
Communication Military humanitarian
Community development X Political Transportation
9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above)
This souare, conpact house has a hipped roof, large central chi mey and

center entrance, and, on theinterior, panelling, doors and hardware char-
acteristic of the Revolutionary period. There was once a long el lto the
west, with roons for hired hands above and sheds and a bakery below. The
| arge barn,where John Goddard stored powder and cannon for t he Continental
Arny stood t ot hewest as well, and has since been demolished. (See attach-
ed Xerox). This i sa good exanple of a small, prosperous 18t hcentury
farmhouse, one of t hefewremaining i nBrookline, and because of it s hist-
orical associations, one of themost i mportant.

. "&"
In 1712 Joseph Goddard of Watertown, having arrived from England as aboy
in 1665, bought two parcels of land i nBrookline from Dorman Marean, one
of theoriginal grantees of Muddy River. (Thedate of 1680 for the orig-

inal house here, placed onthechimey, i si nerror, according t o Jones).
Goddard built a house here, which was reached by farm lanes or "driftways"
from both Clyde and Warren Sts. Hi s sonJohn noved t oWrcester i n the

1740's, leavingthefarmt ohi ssonJohn i n1753. This John married as

his second wife Hannah Seaver.of Brookline, and they had 12 sons and 3
daughters. | Nn1767 they built t hepresent house andtore dovmt he ol d one.
Goddard was energetic and a hard worker - besides farmng hi sland, he
worked as a teamster and excerpts from hi sdiary i nthePublic Library show
that he spent a good deal of time hel ping neighbors andacting as executor
for friend's estates, and he also hauled bricks andlaid t hehearthsfor

the town school house and t heparsonage. (Mrs. Little quotes extensively

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,
early maps, etc.) - -

Curtis, History of Brookline

Goddard, Nathaniel, Diary, i nNathaniel Goddard, a Boston Merchant, m-. .\
privately printed, 1906

Little, Sonme A d Brookline Houses
Directory, 1881-2

Atl ases, 1874 on . et
Pl an, Engineering Dept., L/13/C1+2 C'k"™fi-" o.

Jones, Land Oawnership in Brooklini”™ o™ \A o ofi"
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Property Namerjohn Goddard House
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Historical significance .

fromthis diary). A delightful account, both of life on the Goddard farm
and, of Goddard' s Revolutionary War activities, was written by his son Nath-
aniel, who was born the sane year this house was built+attended the Putter-
ham School at itsold location (See Newton St.) H states that from 1763
to 1770 his father vras successively Constable, Surveyor of Highways, Select-
man, Assessor and Collectov® and that from 1770 on he was involved in the
struggle for colonist's rights. I n 1774- John Goddard was the deputy from
Brookline at the Provincial Congress in Salem and in Novenmber of that year
the Comnittee of Safety, meeting i n Canmbridge, voted unanimously that he

be appointed "Wagon master General to the army of the twelve united Colli-
nies". Munitions for the Continental Arnmy had to be stored, in communities
surrounding Boston, and British soldiers were constantly searching for them
Goddard had shells and shot hidden in his pastures, and powder in the farm
"shop”. O April 10, 1775 , vrith the approach of searching parlies, he took
tv;o ox-cart loadsand two horse-cart |oads of powder, grapeshot and canteens
to Concord for safety, as did nen in neighboring towns - the British, on
hearing of this, set out on the 18th of April and met "the embattled farm
ers" at Concord Bridge.

Goddard's greatest role inthe Revolution, however, was the fortification
of Dorchester Heights. The British by now were surrounded i n Boston, but
they were supplied from the sea. Washington realized he could not attack
across the harbor or Roxbury Neck, but the Heights (now in South Boston),
reached by a road through Roxbury Crossing and across the salt meadows of
Dorchester, would give a fine advantage, as c*nnon fire from there could
rake Boston. Goddard, as wagon-m aster, vras put in charge of the operation;
speed and secrecy were of the utmost importance. 300 teans and wagons were
commandeered and the oxen were shod vrith felt and the vrheels of the carts
and wagons wound with hay. O the night of March 4th 2000 men and the wag-
on train, loaded with cannon, shot, tools for trenching, and saplings and
hay for fences or fascines to support earthv.rorks, proceeded quietly through
Roxbury .and up Dorchester Heights. The British awoke to find fortificat-
ions well under way and cannon pointed at the town. Even though they dug
trenches, their guns could, not be fired high enough to dislodge the rebels,
maki ng any attack, without cover of cannon fire*too hazardous. O March
17th, now celebrated as Evacuation Day, the British sailed away from Boston.
General Washington asked Goddard to accompany his arny to New York, in the
same capacity as wagon-master, but Goddard declined, vrishing to return to
farmng and his large famly. H served as Representative from Brookline
to the Great and General Assembly from 1776 to 1792. In the 1780's, by
which time the farm on Goddard Ave. comprised 70 acres, he gave i tto his
son Joseph, buying land on both sides of Boylston St. near the present Res-
ervoir with his son Benjamn (see 43 Summer Rd. ). John Goddard compiled a
list for the Rev. Dr. Pierce of al | houses standing in Brookline in 1740,
as did his grandson Sanuel Aspinwall Goddard for the period 1800-10. Joseph
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Goddard, who remained on t he ancestral farm married Mary Aspinwall, and
one of their 12 children, Abijah Warren Goddard”® inherite.d the place... He
owed i tinto theearly 1900 s, .the giacQ "jon' siat"™"

barns and sheds and only 9" acres. Tn 1872 Abijah Goddard had hadhi s
land surveyed 1 norder t osell 56% acres of t he high ground t ot hewest
to Samuel Shackell of Boston, who subdivided i tinto 171 1lotS "and,, at

| east on plans and i nt he1874 Atlas, laid out a nunmber of new streets.
This subdivision, on both sides of Goddard Ave., was called Goddard

Hei ghts, but as f ar as can be determ ned, notal otwas ever built on.

The reason i snot known - as late as 1893 Shackell still owned t heland,"’
but there were no buildingsonit. Abijah Goddard married Eliza Tilden,.
and their daughter Eliza Tilden Goddard inherited t hefarm passingi t

on t oher daughter Mary VJatson Wight, who still owned i t as |late as 19109.
This property, then, renrained as a farm and i nt hesanme famly for over
200 years. I nthesane tradition of service tothetown that'John Goddard

showed, hi s sonJoseph served as Selectman from 1796t o 1817, and Ki s son
Abijah vras a Selectman from 1835-37 and Representative t ot he Gener al
Court i n1856 and 1868.

* Even so, it was still farmed - the 1881-2 Brookline Directory lists .
A. W. Goddard under Farmers - vegetable. o . e o

The John Goddard House meets NR criteria A,B,and C, having been built by Goddard, the
wagon master of the Continental Army and strategist for the fortification of Dorchester
Heights. The simple farm house is a rare Brookline example of the Georgian style.
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Working No. <
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CD owner objection . - . Federal Agency:
EH appeal
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Reviewer's comments:

Recom./Criteria.
Reviewer
Discipline
Date
. see continuation sheet

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below
.substantive reasons discussed below

1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Category Ownerihlp Statut Pretent Ute
Public Aoqultltion AccMtible

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? * yes * no

7. Description

Condition Chek ore Check one

excellent | | deteriorated unaltered e original tite
O good C! ruint altered e moved date.
o felr CZI unexposed

Describe the present and original (if Icnown) physical appearance

e summary paragraph
CD completeness

e Clarity .y
e alterations/integrity -
» dates

e boundary selection mwe



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance-Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Archltact
Statement of Significance//n ompar**rap/r®

e summary paragraph e ?

e completeness

e clarity er'n !
e applicable criteria

« justification of areas checked * N
« relating significance to the resource

« context

« relationship of integrity to significance
« justification of exception

owde e et

other
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9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle name
UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state it:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date
13. Other

«  Maps oxnt'-

e Photographs
e other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.
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