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ALA.SSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston 

Form numbers in this area Area no. ) 

AZ -T.-O 

1 

2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5'^ 
Staple to lef t side of f o r m 
Photo number 

1. Town Taun ton 

Name of area (if any) C l r l Co lony I r o n  

V:orks7Neir.asket M i l l s Conplex  

3. General date or period 1824 - c . 1920 

4. Is area uniform (explain); 

in style? F a i r l y - L a t e 1 9 t h C e n t u r y 
I n d u s t r i a l C o n s t r u c t i o n 

in condition? Yes - F a i r t o Poor 

in type of ownership? Yes - M i x e d P r i v a t e 

in use? Yes - I n d u s t r i a l #y 

5. Map. Use space below to draw a general map of the area involved. Indicate any historic 
properties for which individual reports are completed on Forms B thru F, using corres­
ponding numbers. Show street names (including route numbers, i f any) and indicate north. 
Indicate with an "x" existing houses not inventoried on Form B . 

DO NOT WRITE IN THIS SPACE 
USGS Quadrant 

MHC Photo no. 

6. Recorded by T. VJ 

C.U. Organization 

Date 1 1 / 7 9 

(over) 

5M-2-75-R061465 



7, Historical data. Explain the historical/architectural importance of this area. 

The. Old C0I0U3/ I r o n Works and ITcrnasket M i l l s Complex rep­
resents East Taunton's o l d e s t and l o n g e s t - l i v e d i n d u s t r i a l n et-
worl: wliich was responsible f o r i t s conversion f r o n an 18th 
century a g r i c u l t u r a l settlement t o an a c t i v e manufactiiring: 
v i l l a g e i n the e a r l y 19th century. The complex, l o c a t e d j u s t 
south of t h e Raynh2.n Town Line which f a l l s on t h e Taunton P.iver, *' 
i s coiaposed today of t h r e e major elements: an e a r l y b r i c k 
shovel m i l l ( b l d g . #1 on map), l a t e 19th century b r i c k f a c t o r y 
( b l d g . #2) and b r i c k o f f i c e , d e t a i l e d i n the Georgian Revival 
S t y l e , d a t i n g from t h i s century ( b l d g . #3). The complex i s 
bordered on the South by the Taunton-Middleboro R a i l r o a d , which 
o r i g i n a l l y served the m i l l s , and by B a t t l e Row, a cul-de-sac on 
v<hich was o r i g i n a l l y l o c a t e d a sequence of workers houses, most 
of which have been demolished. . _ 

The i n d u s t r i a l o r i g i n s o f t h i s area can be t r a c e d back t o 
1813 when East Taunton farmer, Stephen King, b u i l t a dam on the 
Taunton River t o power h i s corn., m i l l and other a g r a r i a n m i l l s , 

-v^ By 1824, entrepreneurs Crocker & Richmond and H o r a t i o Leonard 
'-̂  had purchased King's r i g h t s and changed the alignment of the 

) dam t o i t s present l o c a t i o n , where they b u i l t an i r o n f o r g e , 
producing, charcoal i r o n from p i g i r o n and scrap. Taking on 
new p a r t n e r s i n the l a t e 1820's, the company experimented v;ith 
the manufacture of bituminous coal and, i n 1829, b u i l t a n a i l 
and shovel f a c t o r y and r o l l i n g m i l l , spanning both sides of 
the River. I n 1844, t h e Old Colony I r o n Company was in c o r p o r a t e d 
under the d i r e c t o r a t e of Samuel Crocker, producing shovels, n a i l s , 
n a i l p l a t e s , and i r o n used i n t h e i r manufacture. , " 

I n 1881, a f i r e destroyed the r o l l i n g m i l l and n a i l f a c t o r y , 
but spared the shovel shop ( b l d g . #1), f o r c i n g the company out 
of business. The s i t e a t t r a c t e d a c o t t o n manufacturing Company, 
however, the Nemasket M i l l s , who b u i l t a new, 400', 3-story 
b r i c k m i l l on the s i t e of the o l d r o l l i n g m i l l i n 1892 ( b l d g . -— 
#2v). The o l d shovel m i l l was enlarged t o 4 s t o r i e s from i t s 
o r i g i n a l two, and became tenanted by an O i l C l o t h 7Jorks. A 
Georgian Revival o f f i c e b u i l d i n g was appended t o t h e Nemasket M i l l 
i n c. 1910. T e x t i l e manufacturing was c a r r i e d on a c t i v e l y here 
u n t i l the 1930's, when tenant i n d u s t r i e s took over the complex. 

8. Bibliography and/or references such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc. 

Ei.ery, H i s t o r y of Taunton, 1893 p. 666-67 
Kurd, H i s t o r y of B r i s t o l Co., 1883, p.835 • 
Dunbar, 1836 ^ • ' 
Beers, 1871 ' ' • ' -
walker, 1881 .. , ; •• ^ • 
Sanborn, 1883 • ' ' • . • • •. 
B r i s t o l Co. A t l a s of Surveys, 1895 - ..,^r- -
Sanborn, " 1937 ' . . 



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSEtTS HISTORICAL CCM^SSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Comniunity: 

Taunton 

Form No: 

NR-9 

Property Name: o l d Colony I r o n Wc rks 

Indicate each item on inventory form v^iich is being continued below. 

7. H i s t o r i c a l Data (Continued) 

The Old Colony 
i n t e g r i t y of l o c a t i 
h i s t o r i c a l associat 
manufacturing cente 
Works/Nemasket M i l l 
Taunton andhas had 
of the o r i g i n a l m i l 
c r i t e r i a A and C of 

I r o n Works/Nemasket M i l l s Complex possesses 
on, design, s e t t i n g , m a t e r i a l s , workmanship and 
i o n w i t h the development ° ^ Taunton as a major 
r d u r i n g the 19th century. The Old Colony I r o n 
s represents one of the o l d e s t M i l l complexes i n 
continued i n d u s t r i a l users from the c o n s t r u c t i o n 
1 i n 182 9. The Old Colony I r o n Complex meets 
the N a t i o n a l Register of H i s t o r i c Places. 

Boundaries were s e l e c t e d t o encompass the h i s t o r i c e x tent o f the 
M i l l p r o p e r t y which remains i n t a c t ; boundary l i n e s conform t o 
cur r e n t l o t l i n e s . 

OWNERS 9 6 Old Colony Ave. 
M & B Realty Trust 
9 6 Old Colony Avenue 
E. Taunton, MA 

10 3 Old Colony Ave. 
Nat i o n a l Work Clothes Co. 
10 3 Old Colony Avenue 
E. Taunton, MA 

Acreage: Approximately 20; large assessors maps (2) 

UTMS: A 19/331350/4638960 
B 19/331650/4638880 
C 19/331390/4638820 

Staple to Inventory form at bottom 



NPS Fonii 10-900-* OMB No. 1024-0018 
Exp. 10-31-84 

United States Department off the Interior 
National Park Service ^ R » s itse oiyy 

Nat iona l Register of H is tor ic P laces "^^^ 
Inventory—Nominat ion Form t̂eentered 

Page / Continuation sheet Item number 

Multiple Resource Area dnr-11 
Thematic Group 

Name Taunton M u l t i p l e Resource Area 
State Bristol County. MASSACHUSETTS ^ (^^^(TU-*^^ 

Nomination/Type of Review Date/SignatOre 

- .S t^ 1. Roseland Subtjtantive Review Keeper ; - /^y-^ 

Attest 

2. Old Colony I ron Works-Nemasket "^^^pe r /^P^ j^^^-^ t -^^^ /Syoi^ ^ ^ 4 ^ / 
M i l l s Complex Eator'el i . : 

ITn.tlcnA? r>:>:}-•<•-- Attest 

3. Reed and Barton Complex ''-(*-'jr-.-s ̂  

Attest 

4. St. Mary's Complex 

Attest 

5. Whittenton Mills Complex Entered In the Y^^^P^"" (\P^J^'^^''--'^^D<^ 
National fiegister 

Attest 

6. Hopewell Mills District Kic^rod In tlie J^eeper ,p-t^!6/«'-^e<t^.^^^/^.«^ l / s z / f y 
fiatloaal fiegister 

Attest 

7. Taunton Green H i s to r i c ^/Keeper / ^ C - V ^ ^ T ^ y / V ^ / ^ 
D i s t r i c t 

8, Atwood, Charles R. , House l'...r, j j * 1 i:; -

Attest 

T^feeper ^jUic^^t^^^^/S'^c^ lM/)N 

Attest 

9, Barnum School •^^^eper (P(UA^^LA.*./^^JOL^ y/s-At/ 

&Mgioter Attest 

lO.Bartlett, J. C, House snT^Btantlvflt fievie^^^^^P^^ fjU.^^'^J^fti^/ 

^ Attest / / ^ 





8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

CD summary paragraph 
CD completeness ' 
CD clarity 
CD applicable criteria 
CD justification of areas checked 
CD relating significance to the resource 
• context 
CD relationship of integrity to significance 
CD justification of exception .̂ ^ , 
CD other 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title » date 
•r. i ' . . , . .^ . r . . 4 . , 

13. Other 

CD Maps 
CD Photographs 
CD Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to . 

Signed. Date Phone: 

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet 























Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000297 


