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{NTRODUCT { ON

Thls document contalns nomlnation materials for historically and architectural iy signlficant
propertles--Incliuding flve districts and +weqjy-qﬁe Individual propertles-~in the Clty of Kal amazoo,
Michlgan. The study area for thls nominatlon Includes all of the present day Incorporation 1iml+s of the
Clty of Kalamazoo. In these nomination materlals no conslderation has been glven to archaeological sites,
since no archaeological work was done as part of the study leading o the nomination and no full archaeolo-
glcal Inventory of the clty has yet been made.

This nomination Is the outgrowth of long years of publlic Interest In historic preservation In the City
of Kal amazoo. The City flrst became Interested In hlstoric preservatlon in an organlzed way In 1965 when,
following the suggestlon of local and reglonal historian Dr. Willis Dunbar, the Clty Commission establ!shed
the Kal amazoo Historlcal Commission. One of the commission's assigned tasks was to make an Inventory of the
clty's historic sitructures and sites.

in April, 1971, the commisslon delegated to Dr. Peter J. Schmltt, a professor of hlstory at Western
Michigan Unlverslty, the task of preparing the Inventory. Dr. Schmitt presented a llst of forty-eight
structures in November, 1971, and thls 1ist was adopted as an "initlal" inventory.

The Kal amazoo Clty Commlssion established an historic district study committee (under +he authorlzatlon
of Publlc Act 169 of 1970, the Michlgan law providing for the establishment of historic districts and
historic district commisslons) in September, 1971. The commlttee recommended that an historic district
ordinance be adopted and a South Street Historic Distrlct estabilshed. In August, 1973, the City
establIshed South Street as Kal amazoo's flrst historic district. The City has since designated the Stuart
Historic District (1976), Haymarket Historlc District (1980), and a number of individual sltes. In
addition, the city government has sponsored and supported efforts to secure Natlonal and State Reglster
11stings for several propertles within 1+s boundaries (see 11st of properties previously nominated).

Under the sponsorship of the Kal amazoo Historical Commisslon; Dr. Schmltt contlnued his research con-
cerning the historles of major Kal amazoo homes and wrote Kal amazoo: Nineteenth-Century Homes In a
Midwestern Village, which the commlssion publlshed In 1976. Profusely Il Jus+rated with magnificent pho-
tographs by Bal thazar Korab, an archltectural photographer of nationa fame, this bock has served as a cata~
lyst for historlc preservatlon efforts in Kal amazoo and led to the project of which thls nomination Is an
end-product.

Recognizing the need for a more thorough and representative Inventory that Included sites, siructures,
and dlstricts of all types located throughout the clty, the Historical Commission began in 1978 a systema-
tlc, three-phase, ldentification and documentation project. (Partlal funding was provided by grants from
the Unlted States Department of the Interlor adminlistered by the Michigan Department of State.) It was the
commlssion's Intentlon to seek Natlonal Reglster of Historic Places designatlon for the resources that were
Identifled.

In the project's first phase, a research team, headed by architectural historians Dr. Paul Sprague and
Susan E. Karr of Historlc Preservatlon Services, visually eval uated every structure within the clty Vimits
of Kal amazoo for its archltectural signlficance. A three-level classiflcatlon system was used. Those
structures of greatest merit were glven an "N" deslgnation; a "P" listing denoted siructures which were
signiflcantly above average in visual and archltectural qual lty; while a designation of "C" was applled to
common or typical hlstorlic structures. The structures were plotted on a map of the entire clty and color-

coded according to the assessments of architectural slgniflcance. Historic Preservatlon Services then made
recommendations, based on the eval uatlons and on the concentrations of structures deemed to be significant




NPS Form 10-900-a OMB No. 1024-0018
Exp. 10-31-84

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
inventory—Nomination Form

Continuation sheet Item number Page 2

which resul ted, that certaln Indlvidual structures and broadly defined areas merlted serlous conslderation
for historlc designation.

Durlng the second phase of the project, conducted by Jocal architect David Pyle and Mary Donchue, now
the survey coordinator for the Connectlicut State Historic Preservation Offlce, In coordination wl+th the
Historlcal Commission and Michlgan History Dlvision, these recommendatlons were reevaluated. With Input
from the Historical Commission and Clty, the Michigan History Divislon's Historlc Sites Research Unit,
nelghborhood groups, and the public, and on the basis of additlonal research performed by the consul tants,
the districts were defined and their boundaries establlshed and the 11s+ of slgnificant Individual shuc-
tures revised. Using the Natlonal Register crliterla as the selectlon criteria, the consul tants for Phase 11
recommended the designation of six historic districts and thirty-four Individual structures. In further
consul tation with the Michlgan History Divislon, the Clity establlished a "final" 1l1st of historic districts
and Individual structures (similar to the one produced during Phase |1) to be nominated to +he Natlonal
Reglster. This multiple resource nomination, along with the publlcatlon of a guidebook describing the
districts and sltes, constltutes the third phase of the project.

i1+ should be polnted out that the large 11st of structures and districts in Kalamazoo deemed (as a
result of thls and previous documentation projects) to be worthy of preservation Is not considered to be a
complete and final one. The consiralnts of time and money for research and documentation work and the level
of public Interest, as well as the Hlstorical Commlssfon's own assessment of the relatlve needs for action
in various parts of the clty, have meant that heavy emphasis has been placed upon the nineteenth-century,
Inner-clty nelghborhoods and the downtown. It Is llkely that future study will Tead to the nomination +o
the National Register of additional historically and architecturally significant resources in the neigh-
borhoods surtrounding thls core area.
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DESCRIPTION OF THE MULTIPLE RESOURCE AREA

Kal amazoo, Michigan, a clty of 80,000 people, Is the heart of a metropol Itan area about twice this
targe. First settled by a white man In 1829 and shortly thereafter named the county seat, the clty Is
focated on a bend of the Kalamazoo River, one of the state's largest waterways, which flows to Lake
Michigan. In addition to the Kalamazoo River, the town 1s served by a number of {esser streams, the mos+
Important of which are the Portage, Arcadia, and Axtell. The city Is situated within the Kalamazoo River
val fey and rolling hiils encircie the town. Historicaliy, I+ has been these surrounding hills and the
Kaf amazoo Rlver to the east which have defined Kal amazoo's boundarles.

1+ can be sald that In Its physical appearance Kaf amazoo combines both metropol i+an and "smal | -town"
characteristics. Kalamazoo Is a culturally active town; the home of four colleges (Inciuding a large state
university), an art Institute, and a symphony orchestra. At the same time, the town has managed to maintaln
the physical {ook of a much smal ier place. |ts streets are often narrow and |lined with shade trees. The
attractive downtown contains a public square which Is surrounded by churches and public bulldings. The
butl dings of the central business district, with a few exceptions, are smal| in scale, general Iy only +hree
stories In height. Kalamazoo -- even Its downtown district -- Is not a modern city of concrete and sted

Kal amazoo can be divided Into Its downtown district, an area of Inner-city nelghborhoods whlich encircle
1+, and another reglon of suburbs which are situated on the clty's surrounding hllls. Industrial concerns
are located both within the downtown and further out of the town, especial iy to northeast, east and souths.

Kaf amazoo's downtown commercial district extends principally al ong Michigan Avenue, which runs east and
west, and Burdick Street, which runs north and south. Michligan Avenue Is a broad, east-bound, one-way
street which, entering the downtown from the west, passes one biock to the north of the public square.
Entering the downtown, 11 passes the brown-col ored, metal and giass Kal amazoo Center, a recentiy bullt clvic
center which stands on the north side of Michigan Avenue between Rose and Burdick Streets. Michigan Avenue
then passes two of the clty's earl lest "skyscrapers," the Kal amazoo Buliding and the fine, Art Deco-styled
American Natlonal Bank Buliding, and then enters the proposed Haymarket Historic District. The district,
| ocated between Portage and Pltcher Streets, contaln two blocks of wel | preserved, ate nlneteenth- and
early twentleth-century, commerclal biocks. After passing through the Haymarket District, Michigan Avenue
crosses a serles of raliroad tracks which effectively form the eastern edge of the downtown area. On +the
"other slde of the tracks" to the north and east Is an ol d warehouse/factory districte The other main
street In the downtown, Burdick Street, contalns a mixture of ol d and new, three- and four-story, commercla
structures. Between Water and Lovel | Streets, Burdick Street has been made Into an outdoor pedestrian mall,
the nation's earl lest. The mal| features fountalns and plantings and fits In well with the recently
constructed civic center. Many of the historic structures that survive on Burdick Street have been exten-
slvely renovated over the years to keep In fashlon with the modern character of the mali and civic center.
Near the southwest corner of the central business district Is the downtown's other focal polnt, Bronson
Park. This park (bounded by Academy Street to the north, South Street to the south, Park Street to the
west, and Rose Street to the east) Is a rectangul ar square which, set aside as pubiic Iand by the town's
founder, Titus Bronson, Is surrounded by many architectural{y significant pubiic buiidings, Inciuding the
Clty Hal i, ol d County Buliding, and nearby Post Office. No less than seven churches stand nearby. The Late
Victorlan Ladies Library Assoclatlon Buifding at 333 South Park Street Is another fine structure near the
parke

Surrounding the central business district are the ol der, nineteenth- and early twentleth-century,
Inner-clty neighborhoods. To the south and west of the downtown Is a large historic resldential area that
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includes the South Street Historic District and the proposed Stuart Neighborhood, Vine Area, and Rose Place
districts. Typicaliy, the streets in this residential area are narrow and iined with iarge mapies and oaks.
The larger avenues, inciuding several main traffic arteries, often carry one-way traffic. The homes neatrby
ail date from before Worid War | and are often placed on Varge city {ots. Many homes are excel fent examplies
of nineteenth~ and early twentieth-century residentlal architecture. The great majority are of wood,
reffecting Michigan's great tumbering era. Some of the notabfe exampies of houses in this area are the
Gothic Revival cottage of A. T. Prouty at 302 Eim Street, the octagonal residence of Alien Potter at 925
South Westnedge, the L-pian ital fan vilfa of Wifliam A. Wood at 530 West South Street, and the rambfing,
Queen Anne-style Henderson Castle at the Intersection of Monroe and West Main Streets.

Outside of these inner-city neighborhoods there is a ring of city suburbs, most of which date from the
early years of this century. Ranging from smal!, bungalow communities to farge neighborhoods of sprawfing,
revival =style structures, these areas al so contain potential nistoric districts. However, this ring of
nefghborhoods has not yet been fully documented.

The industrial sections of the town, historicaliy, were Jocated just to the nofth and east of the down=-
town, adjacent to the rail road 1ines. However, the devel opment of the paper industry at the end of the
nineteenth century did much to shift the Industrial district of the town. The paper industry buil+ along
+he Kal amazoo River to the east and Portage Creek to the south and these areas, af ong with +he highly
fndustrial fzed north end of town, became the working and 1iving pfaces of working-class Kaf amazooans. In
more recent times, industrial activity In the city has become focused in outiying Industrial parks.



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

___prehistoric ___ archeology-prehistoric _X_ community planning ____ landscape architecture _¥X_ religion

—1400-1499 ____ archeology-historic - conservation —_law — science

15001599 ___ agriculture —__economics __literature _X_ sculpture

16001699 __X architecture -X_ education ___ military

____1700-1799 _ X art —__ engineering —__music humanitarian

X 1800-1899 __X commerce —exploration/settiement ____ philosophy — theater

X 1900~ ____ communications —X_ industry X__ politics/government ____ transportation
—nvention .. o ... .. —— other (specify)

Specitic dates See inventory Builder/Architect See inventory

2
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

See attached continuation sheets.




NPS Form 10-900-a OMB No. 1024-0018
3-82) Exp. 10-31-84

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
inventory—Nomination Form

Continuation sheet Item number

INTRODUCTORY HISTORICAL OVERVIEW OF KALAMAZOO

Kal amazoo, whose name s derlved from an Indian word referring to what Is now cal led the Kal amazoo
River, was, untll Just before the time of Its settiement by whites, a part of a Potawatom! indian reser-
vatlon establIshed In 1821 when, by the Treaty of Chlcago, the Indians ceded control of much of southern
Michligan to the United States government. Several indlan viilages were tocated in the area and a number of
Indlan trails converged near a ford In the Kal amazoo River located just east of what Is now downtown
Kal amazoo. A trading post exlsted here In the 1820s and until 1837 and another may have exlsted as far back
as the 179%0s.

The white settlement of southern Michigan began iIn earnest In the 1820s and the migration from the east
Increased rapldly after the Erle Canal opened In 1825. in 1827 the federal government persuaded the
Potawatom! to agree to vacate their six~year-old reservatlon and in 1827~29 the government had +the }and
surveyed In preparation for sale. In 1829 Titus Bronson, a natlive of Connecticut, visited the slte of
Kal amazoo and In the spring of 1831 he and a brc+her-|n-law; Stephen Richardson, purchased from the govern—
ment the area included in what ts now downtown Kalamazoo and platted !t as the vlilage of Bronsone.

In the meantime, the Legistative Council of Michigan Territory estalished Kalamazoo County in October,
1829 and Arcadla Townshlp In 1830 (both Bronson and Arcadla Townshlp were renamed Kalamazoo In 1836). In
1831 commissloners appolnted by territorlal governor Lewls Cass located the county seat for Kaiamazoo County
on Bronson's lande The locatlon of the place along the route of the Territorial Road from Detrolt to St.
Joseph, Michlgan, and at the intersectlon of varlous tralls gulded the cholce.

The setttement grew slowly at firste However; In June; 1834 the federal governmment moved the federal
Jand offlce for southwestern Michigan here from Whilte Plgeon. The move colnclded with the helght of the
Michligan 1and boom (In 1836 the offlce sold 1,634,511 acres) and the town grew rapldly. The locatlon of the
land offlce and the Kal amazoo House; the principal hotel, near the intersection of East Michigan Avenue and
Burdick Street led to that area's becoming the heart of downtown (a distinctlon the area has retalned ever
since).

The Territorial Road, 1inking Kal amazoo with Detroit and St. Joseph; was marked out In 1830 (1+
fol lowed an Indlan trail) and gradually Improved, so that by 1834 stage travel was possible. Plank roads
were extended from Kal amazoo south to Three Rivers in 1848 and north to Grand Raplds in 185253, In 1846
the first railroad 1lne, the Michigan Central , reached the village from Detroit; by 1852 i+ was completed to
Chicago. Additlonal railroad 1ines were constructed In the 1860s and 1870s -- to the south in 1867 and to
Grand Rapids in 1869. in 1870 the Grand Raplds and Indiana 1ine, which eventually ran from Fort Wayne on
+he south to Mackinaw City on the north, was opened as far as Kal amazoo. The town's location at the Inter-
sectlon of major transportation routes promoted I+s rapld growth throughout the nineteenth and early twen-
tleth centurles. In 1884, when the population stood at about 16,000, the viliage was Incorporated as a clty.
By this +Ime Kal amazoo had large Dufch; German, and Irish, as wel! as New England Yankee; popul ations.

Kal amazoo began to spread beyond i+s orlginal 1imlts In the 1850s and 1860s. The central business
district began to expand to the north and east from 1+s core at Michlgan Avenue and Burdlck Street.
Industrial devel opment took place to the north of downtown, along the tracks of the Michigan Central and
other rallroad lines, and to the east and southeast of the bullt-up part of the clty, along the creeks that
fiowed into the Kal amazoo River. Resldentlal devel opment expanded the clty limits in all directions. For
+he mos+ part the north and southeast sides of town became esteblished as working-class nelghborhoods, while

+he south and westslde nelghborhoods (the Stuart Neighborhood, South Street area, and Vine Neighborhood)
became the home of the town's middle- and upper-Income resldents.
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The advent of public transportation in the 1880s led to the rapid devel opment of the city's suburban
fringes. In 1884 the Kal amazoo Street Rall way Company established a system of horse car routes. The system
was electrified in 1893 and operated until 1932.

In the tate nineteenth and early twentieth centuries Kal amazoo's population continued to grow rapidly
-= from 17,853 in 1890 to 54,786 in 1930 =~ as the clty's industrial and agricultural base expanded. The
city was known as a manufacturing center for agricultural implements; carts, carriages, and buggies; stoves;
and paper and paper products. Lawrence & Chapin, established in 1866, manufactured pi ows and D. C. and H.
C. Reed & Company harrows. In the 1880s five firms were manufacturing steel windmills. Firms in Kal amazoo
which made carts, buggies; carrlages; and their parts employed 800 men and constructed 47;500 vehicles in
1887. Another major indus*ry; the Kalamazoo Stove Company (established in 1900), manufactured stoves for
sale by mall order (the firm's siogan was "Kal amazoo direct to you™).

Paper-making began in Kalamazoo in 1866 with the establishment of the Kal amazoo Paper Company p!ant on
Portage Creek southeast of towne. In 1895 the Bryant Paper Company buil+ a plant in the same part of town
and In the early twentieth century a number of other firms which manufactured paper or paper goods such as
stationary, cardboard cartons and printed forms were also established. Paper was a feading Industry in
Kal amazoo until the 1960s.

One other firm which has put Kalamazoo on the map over the years ts the Upjohn Company; manu facturers
of pharmaceuticalse The firm was established in 1885 by Dr. William E. Upjohn and several brothers after
Dr. Upjohn devel oped a new, softer type of pili (called the "friable pili") which could be absorbed more
easily by the human body. The company grew rapidly in the early twentieth century; it is still Jocated in
Kal amazoo.

Conservative and Republlcan Kalamazoo suffered less from the Depression than other Michigan cities, in
part because of the stabil ity of the paper industry and the growth of Upjohn, and even managed in 1937 +to
become free of Jocal~government-bonded indebtedness (1+ was said to be the only city of over 50,000 people
in the United States which could claim this distinction). By 1940, although the popul ation of the city
1tsel f was down slightly from the 1930 level, the population of the Kalamazoo urban area as a whole had
grown as suburbs prollferated around the city's fringes.

In the late 1940s and 1950s the Kal amazoo area experienced continuous growth. By 1960 the city popul a-
tion, swelled by annexations of some of the burgeoning suburban neighborhoods, reached 82,089. However,
most of this growth took place in the area to the south of the ol d city where, beginning in the late 1940s,
Upjohn and other large firms buil+ new plantss The devel opment of the area to the south and southwes+t was
further promoted by the construction of the 1-94 freeway south of town in 1959-61 and of the Ue. S. 131
bypass just to the west of town in 1963.

Downtown Kal amazoo remained the center of the clty's commercial 1ife, but in the 1950s and 1960s new
commerclal devel opment took place largely on the main arteries leading to the south and weste Downtown
merchants and owners, concerned about the future of +he central business district, hired Victor Gruen
Associates of New York to devise a plan for downtown redevel opment. As a result two blocks of Burdick
Street, in the heart of the business dls+rlc*; were rebuillt as an outdoor pedestrian mal | =~ the natlon's
flrst == in 1959 (in 1960 the mal| was extended). Kalamazooans have referred to their town as the "Mal |
City" ever since. |t can be generally said that Kalamazoo's downtown has been fortunate in that local resi-
dents never opted for the al 1-encompassing urban renewal approach that was national 1y popular in the 1960s.
Rather, Kal amazoo "renewed" itsel f by extending the downtown mall and, in the early 1970s, by constructing a
central -city civic center (the Kalamazoo Center) on the site of an ol d downtown hotel « By following this
basical Iy conservative course of action, Kalamazoo has ef fectlvely managed to combine the old and the new in

1ts central clty area. o
In the past decade, the citizens of Kalamazeo have sought actively to preserve the town's heritage. A



NPS Form 10-900-a OMB No. 1024-0018
3-82) Exp. 10~-31-84

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
inventory—Nomination Form

Continuation sheet Item number

good number of historic distrlcts and sltes have been recognlzed on elther a natlonal, state, or local

level « Several notable structures In the clty have been renovated or restored, Including the Michigan
Central Rallroad Statlon, the Ladles Library Assoclation Bullding, and the Kal amazoo Reglonal Psychlatrlc
Center's water tower. In addition to these publlc buil dings, many private resldences, especlally in the
South Street and Stuart Nelghborhood areas, have been accurately restored by local cltizens. Recently,
there has also been Impressive and encouraging Interest In the preservation and restoratlon of downtown
business structures in the Haymarket Historic Dishict. By these broadly based ef forts, Kal amazoo has shown
to be sincere in the deslire to protect Its past In a meaningful way.
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INTRODUCTORY OVERVIEW OF KALAMAZOO RESIDENTIAL ARCHITECTURE

Kal amazoo's earl lest remalning homes, dating from the 1830s to the 1850s, are Greek Revlval In style
and, al though few In number; exempl 1 fy a broad range of housing types which, In vogue at the time all across
southern Michligan, ploneer settlers brought with them from New England and New York State. The James Henry
and Frank L1tHe houses on South Street (both In the South Street Historic District) exempl ify the end-
gabie, "temple-front" type, while the W. G. Bartholomew House at 832 Elmwood Street In the Stuart
Neighborhood and the Justus Burdick House, now at 447 West Vine In the Vine Area Historlc District, are
probably Kal amazoo's finest flank-gable, Greek Revival dwelllngs. A variation of the flank-gable format,
the Austin-S111 House at 226 West Lovel | Street (Bronson Park Hlstoric District) Is a five-bay, center—
entrance structure with a hip roof. The A. J. Stevens House at 4024 Oakland Drive Is the city's best pre-
served L-plan, Greek Revival housee.

In the 1850s the Greeck Revival began to pass out of favor as Early Victorian styles such as Gothic and
I+al 1anate came Into fashion. Several houses In Kalamazoo dating from the 1850s to the early 1860s, however,
are transitional structures combining Greek Revival and Early Victorian features. They are the 1853-54 John
Gibbs House at 3403 Parkview Avenue, the 1857 R. Dexter Wal ker House at 628 South Park Street (Vine Area
Historic District), and the 1861 Henry Montague House at 814 Oakland Avenue.

Gothlc Revlval homes were never common In Kal amazoo and the city's largest and flnest example, the
Austin House at Austin and Oakland Avenues, was long ago destroyed. However, two fine Gothic structures
survive: the 1852 Amariah T. Prouty House, with its highly fanciful bargeboard and potrch +rlm; }ocated at
302 Eim Street In the Stuart Nelghborhood, and the more reserved, 1853 Wil}iam DeYoe House at 602 Wes+t
South Street (South Street Historic District).

|tal ianate dwel 1ings were constructed In Kal amazoo from the mid-1850s (the 1854~58 Stuart House at 427
Stuart Avenue may have been the clty's first) until about 1880. Low-roofed structures wi+th broadly pro-
Jjecting eaves generally "supported" by decorative brackets, these structures take several forms: cubical
houses, such as the John M. Edwards House of 1861 at 610 West South Street (South Street Historic District)
and the 1864 Dr. Wli1lam A. Johnson House at 211 Woodward Avenue (Stuart Nelghborhood); towered villas, such
as the symmetrical -fronted, 1860 Edwin Carder House at 225 West Walnut Street in the Vine Area Historic
District and the L-plan Ira Bixby (1866) and Wood-Upjohn (1877-78) houses in the Vine Area and South Street
historic districts (respectively); and houses of Irregular form, such as the 1867 lsaac Brown House at 427
South Burdick Street, the Allen Potter House of 1870 at 718 West South Street (South Street Historic
District), and The Oaklands (1869-70) on West Michligan Avenue.

Among Kal amazoo's Early Victorlan dwel lings are two octagonal houses, the 1855 Allen Potter Octagon
House at 925 South Westnedge Avenue and the James P. Clapham House (1856) at 628 South Rose Sireet (In the
Vine Area district). The sudden nationwide popularity of the octagon house iIn the 1850s came about largely
as a result of +he pubiication In 1848 (with several new editions In the 1850s) by the New Yorker Orson
Fowler of A Home for All In which Fowler advocated the octagon as a most economical bullding form in that I+
provided more floor area per length of exterior wall than the square or rectangular forms.

Between the Clvll War and about 1890, local houses reflected the High Victorian taste In vogue across
the natlion for vertical ity, Irregularity of form; and complexity of surface textures and, often, color.
Roofs became higher and more steeply pltched and the irregular house forms resul ted In numerous gables and
dormers. Unl lke earller Victorian structures, High Victorian ones can rarey be easily classified by

archltectural style. Instead, each structure Is llkely to be a pastiche of references--often very dim
indeed==to European design sources.
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Mansard houses, characterized chiefly by the mansard roof type (named for Francois Mansart, the French
sixteenth-century archlitect who popularized it) with its steep Tower and shal Tow upper slope, are one of the
ear} lest manifestations of High Victorlan taste in Kal amazoo. However, the type was never very popul ar
local ly. The Stuart Nelghborhood contalns all of the city's mansard residences, Including the 1866 isalah
Flagg House at 305 Stuart Avenue and the 1870 Griffith House at 302-304 West Kal amazoo Avenue.

Kal amazoo houses of the 1870s typlcally contain references to earlier styles such as ital lanate or
Gothlc, but defy as a whole any sylistic classification. In a number of Stuart Neighborhood and Vine Area
houses, bracketed cornices and sometimes, as In the Rufus Tyler House of 1872 at 1030 West Main Street
{Stuart Nelghborhood), round-headed windows that have an |tal lanate flavor are combined wl+h high-roofed
house forms characterized by a very non-lital fan feel ing of verticallty. In the c. 1870 Enoch Shaf fer House
at 1437 Douglas Avenue, curvil inear Gothlc Revival bargeboards are combined wlth an otherwise astylar house
form.

In the 1870s and 1880s High Victorian houses characterlstically contalned Swilss, East ake
(patterned--often in a distant way-~after the furniture designs of the nineteenth-century Engllshman Charles
East ake), and Ruskinian (panel brickwork and polychromatic decoratlon insplired by the medieval architec~
ture of northern Italy) Influences. The 1878 David Lilienfel d House at 447 West South Street with 1ts
East ake, 1ncised-decoration window caps, pane!-brlckwork; and sem!-Swiss gable ornaments; the 1880
Chappe! 1-Stewart House at 213 Elm Street (Stuart Nelghborhood) with 1ts Swiss stickwork facing; and the 1880
State Hospital Gatehouse with 1ts 1lght and alry; Swiss gable ornaments and Eastl ake porch and window-cap
detall Ing are among the most notable of these High Victorlan structures.

The zenith of the late nineteenth-century aesthetlc of vertical ity, irregularity, and complexity was
reached In the 1880s and early 1890s In the Queen Anne style. Kalamazoo grew rapldly both In population and
prosperity In those years and Queen Anne houses make up the bulk of the city's nineteenth-century housing
stocks Queen Anne houses have highly irregular, plcturesque forms; numerous gables and dormers, the former
often cantll evered over the slant-sided or diagonal ~corner roamns in the body of the structure bel ow; exten-
sive porches; and; often, round, cone-roof or square, pyramid-roof towers. The exterior detall ing Includes
massive chimney stacks, patterned gable shingi?ng; and lathe-turned porch posts and other trim. Kalamazoo's
most notable examples of the style exist In the Stuart Nelghborhood/Henderson Park, Vine Area, and South
Street historic districts, including the 1885 Stockbridge~Everard House at 821 West South Street, the
Bartlett-UpJjohn House of 1886, and the Taylor-Hatfiel d-Sutherland House of 1889 at 229 and 316 Stuart Avenue
(respectivel y), and the house at 616 South Westnedge Avenue (Vine Area)s. Several smaller exampl es-~the
Martin We Roberts House (1870, remodeled in 1886) at 703 Wheaton Avenue, the 1888 Henry Gilbert+ Howse at 415
West Lovel | Street, and the 1895 Peter B. Appel dorn House at 532 Village Street--are also particuiarly
pleasing In design. However, the queen of Kal amazoo's Queen Anne residences and one of the finest such
homes In southwestern Michigan Is the "Henderson Caste" at 1415 West Maln Street which, bullt in 1890-95,
crowns the hll 1 at the west end of town.

The height of the Queen Anne style In America was reached In the mid-1880s and by 1890 the beginnings
of a reaction agalnst Its highly plcturesque qual Ities was taking place. The beginnings of thls major,
nation-wide shift In aesthetics became apparent In Kalamazoo In the larger houses bullt after 1895. In them
the previous del iberate Irregularity of form was reduced and the decoratlve scheme toned down and glven over
largely to Georglan and Colonlal motlifs. The most outstanding of these turn-of-the-century, Queen
Anne/Colonial Revival houses In Kalamazoo are to be found in the Stuart Nelghborhood/Henderson Park and Vine
areas: 838 West Maln Street, 936 West Kal amazoo Avenue, and the 1905 1h] ing~Burdick House at 1903 West
Grand Avenue In the Stuart Neighborhood/Henderson Park district and the houses at 704, 813; and 904 South

Park Street In the Vine Area district. A o
Modest Queen Anne/Colontal Revival homes with high, gable roofs and colonial front porches continued to
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appear In the city's nelghborhoods into the late 1910s and today make up a great part of the housing stock
In the Stuart and Vine areas; however, beginning about 1905 the most up~to~date of the clty's new houses
were ful1-fledged Georglan/Colonial Revival or Tudor structures having simple (often symmetrical or at least
rectangul ar) forms, low roofl ines, and sparingly used detaill . South Street, at the turn of the century
stil1 one of Kalamazoo's most prestigious residential streets, contalns the finest of these early twentieth-
century structures: +the portico-fronted, Georgian Revival , Donal d 0. Boudeman (1905) and Cardeir-VanDuesen
(1866, remodeled early twentieth century) houses and the Tudor-style Blumenberg-Wilson (1904), Gilmore
(1908), and Lewls He Kirby (1911) houses. By 1910, however; simll ar structures were being buli+ throughout
Kal amazoo.

By 1910 the movement toward directness and simplicity in plan and decoration resulted in the devel op-
ment of very regular house types In which the roof pitches were kept low; wings and gables and other exten-
slons of the basic form virtually el iminated, and fussy ornamentation avolded. The basic plan became a
two-story, square or rectangular box with a low hip or gable roof and a porch across the front. These
houses--given a mil dly colonial dressing, as In the structure at 415 North Stuart Avenue (Stuart
Neighborhood); a simple Prairle School covering; as In the house at 715 South Park Street (Vine Area); a
nominal 1y Tudor facing, as In the house at 1227 Grand Avenue (Stuart Neighborhood/Henderson Park disirict);
or a simple, astylar clothing of clapboarding, as in the house at 614 South Rose Street (Vine Area), or
stucco, as in the house at 726 Eleanor Street (Stuart Neighborhood)--became very popular in Kalamazoo in the
1910s and 1920s and are fairly common in the Stuart Neighborhood/Henderson Park and Vine Area disiricts.

The story of Kalamazoo's residential architecture after 1920 becomes more and more involved with the
nelghborhoods beyond the Inner core of the cltys These neighborhoods on the southeast, south, southwest,
and west fringes of the city contain a wealth of notable domestic architecture from the 1910s and 1920s,
Including Colontal, Tudor, Italian, and Pralrie School structures and bungalows; and other notable houses
from more recent years, Including four Frank Lioyd Wright homes constructed in t+he 1948-50 petiod in the
clty's far west-side Parkwyn Village neighborhood. These resources have been inventoried but, as we have
noted in the Introduction to this nomination, they have not been fully researched and documented as yvete.
Consequentl y, these later houses and nelghborhoods have 1itH e bearing upon this mul+tiple resource namina-
tion.
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