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Alfred S. Brandeis Elementary School is located in the 1000 block of S. 26th St.
in the southwestern section of the city of Louisville. It occupies an entire
city block in the center of a working-class residential neighborhood. The resi-
dential architecture is generally in a frame bungalow design, with corner"mom-
and-pop'' type commercial activity.

The school is a symmetrical, two-and-one-half-story brick structure on a raised
basement. Based in the Neo-Elizabethan style, the entrance projects centrally,

and end wings project slightly further. The roof is steeply pitched, and okiginally
had several chimneys ewvenly spaced at the crest., The entrance bay is gabled, but
the end wings have jerkin head gables. This feature and the exposed overhanging
eaves are the only architectural features which defy its Neo-Elizabethan protypes.
These have perhaps been incorporated in the design to reflect the adjacent resi=-
dential architecture.

The first and second floor fenestration is identical. Groups of five windows are
flanked by paired windows on the facade and the end wing facades have five-window
groupings. Smaller paired windows are situated on the third level in the gables
of the wings. All of the windows were originally multi-paned casement windows
with fixed, multi~paned transoms. They are now steel frame vent windows, typical
of institutional windows, but they are multi-paned and the transoms are fixed and
multi-panéd. All windows have stone surrounds with quoins. A stone water table
dileneates the first floor from the raised basement.

The entrance bay on the facade is gabled and has a stone panel on the third level.

A decorative scroll reads "L. _P. S.", Louisville Public School. The second floor
contains a set of triple Tudor Gothic windows encased in stone, and stone quoins.
Below the window grouping is a stone panel bearing the name and date of the school,
The first floor contains an arched opening with keystone flanked by single classical
columns which carry an entablature which is highly stylized., This entire section

of the entrance bay is stone., The entrance itself is recessed. An impressive multi-
paned fan light radiates abbve four multi-paned doors.

Finally decorative brickwork on the second floor facade and third floor gables, as
well as large cartouches and decorative panels, complete the cohesive design of the
Albert S. Brandeis Elementary School.

An additfon to the building was made in 1954 in the same material and in a similar
but more modest vein, to the rear of the structure. In 1262 the building was reno-
vated. It was probably at this time that the window treatment was altered.
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J. Earl Henry

Albert S. Brandeis Eleméentary School is one of local architect J. Earl Henry's finest
works, incorporating the Neo-Jacobean style and some residential elements of the
adjacent neighborhood into a cohesive design. Brandeis was one of the first schools
built under the newly organized Louisville Independent School District, a system
designed to give wealthy and poor neighborhoods equal educational opportunities.

J. Earl Henry was appointed City Architect on schools in 1912, In the years which

he held that position, he designed some of Loulsville's most distinctive educational
structures, including Male High School (National Register, 1979). Henry was born

in Chiliicothe, Ohio, and was educated at Illinois State University whére he graduated
with a B. S. in architecture in 1906. Henry worked for several years as a draftsman
and designer for the local architect Brinton B. Davis, who also desiigned local schools.

As in most of Henry's designs, prototypes can be found for the major architectural
elements, The massing, proportions and materials are very similar to Charlton House,
Greenwich, 1607, a Jacobean residence frequently sited in architectural history.

But Henry drew much influence from the works of, and more importantly the drawings
of, Robert Smythson, one of the greatest genuises of English grchitecture, whose
Elizabethan designs were the framework for the major Jacobean mansions.

‘Henry chose an early Smythson design from which to extract some architectural elements
for Brandeis. Wardour Old Castle, Wiltshire, is a l4th century castle which was re-
modelled in 1576-78 by Smythson. The entrance to Brandeis is very similar to a

doorway in the inner court at Wardour, containing the single column rather than the
more frequently used double columns, and a similar entablature. It is, however, the
use of Tudor Gothic windows in the second floor of the Brandeis entrance bay which
suggests that in fact Wardour is Henry's reference. Smythson incorporated Tudor Gothic
vindows in this remodelling project at Wardour to harmonize with the Gothic castle.

The combination of Elizabethan, Jacobean, Tudor and Bunglaloid .elements.inithécdegign
of Brandeis has produced for the observer a visual catalogue of architectural elements
in a cohesive and compatible structure.

Brandeis Elementary School was named in honor of one of several civic-minded businessmen
who organized the Louisville Independent Schools, so that schools within the system
would receive equal support and funding. Mr. Brandeis was also involved in the laws'
formation and assisted in the establishment of the Louisville Board of Education.

When completed in 1913, Brandeis was considered a showplace, "one of the most beauti-
ful schools in the city," as described by a 1922 article in The Louisville Post.
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Brandeis also had the first school garden, with a shelter house and greehhouse.

The children planted and tended the vegetable and flower gardens. Brandeis became

a model for other school gardens throughout the system., The garden and outbuildings
did not survive the changes in the school system.over the years.

Albert S. Brandeis Elementary School is an important element and source of pride to
the California and Parkland neighborhoods. It is an architectural delight and
an historical reference for educators and arthitectural historians alike.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

Beginning at the far northwest corner of the lot on which the school sits

(Block 38A, lot 62)--located at the intersection of Date and South 26th
Street--the boundary proceeds eastward approximately 170'; turning due south,
and extending 100'; turning eastward and extending 80' (or 10' from the north-
east corner of the rear wall of the center section of the building); the line
turns southward; running 75', (10' from the near wall of center section);
turning westward, running 75'; then turning southward, extending 100' to the
south side of the lot bordering W. Kentucky; turning westward following the south
lot line (40' from south wall of building) and running 170' to the southwest
corner of the lot; turning northward, following the west lot line (70' from west
wall of building) and running to the northwest corner of the lot and point of
beginning.
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