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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Lown Home, built in 1893, is a good example of a late (Queen
Anne style house. It is two stories nigh with the levels being divided
by a small pent roof. This element features diamond designs with two
different colored shingles. The main facing material is clapboard and
the foundation is cut stone. A combination of gable and hip roof, which
is truncated and has a wrought iron balustrade, tops the house. 1Its
front facade is three bays wide with the right portion featuring a con-
ical tower, which displays dormers and a finial.

The right side of the house displays a two-story bay window and an
equally high chimney. The left facade is unadorned. The rear features
a gabled roof with an enclosed entry. The only major changes in the
nouse have been the removal of part of the front porch and the enclosure
of the rest. A wrought iron fence surrounds the home.

The windows are flat-topped with lintel and sTipsill surrounds.
These openings are double hung and either two sash or four over four
sasn. The front door has a nine sash window with a pointed, round
arcned transom and a high pitched gabled roof.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The William Ernest Lown Home, built in 1393, is one of the best
examples of the late {Queen Anne style of architecture in Lawrence
County. Because of its period appearance and craftsmanship, it is
one of tine more significant homes in Spearfisn. The Lown family
wno lived in this home for a long time was involved in the mercantile
business.

dilliam £rnest Lown, and ais brother, Charles, owned one of the
pest ganeral stores in the Slack Hills. The store is one block norti-
east of the home. They built in this location because the railroad
tracks were just behind the store. The Lown family is significant to
the commercial history of Spearfish and Lawrence County. The reflection
of William Lown's success is s=2en throuah his attractive home.

For the last few years, this house has been under the ownership of
another prominent Spearfisih family, the Platts. Their contribution to
the commercial and social development of Spearfish is esqual to tnat of
the Lowns.
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