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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Geertson House is a two-story rectangular log structure with a one-
and-one-half-story rear ell. It is constructed of hewn log timbers, one
foot thick, joined at the corners with square notching and chinked be-
tween the logs. Log joists for the second story are framed into the
front and back walls and run parallel to the gables. The gables are
frame with horizontal siding, and the forty-five-degree gable roof is
shingled. In 1940 a concrete foundation was added.

The four-bay facade of the house has a central door offset to the

right with multipane side lights and a transom. The windows are one or
two-over-two-light double-hung sash. Each gable in the front section

has two pentagonal windows on either side of a brick chimney. The
original three porches; and a commissary that served stagecoach customers
on the Red Rock-Salmon City Line and local residents, have been removed.
The present owner has added a small frame porch on the west side of the
ell and a framed-in outside entrance to the wine cellar.

The interior walls are brick, finished with lath and plaster. Lumber
for the nine-and-one-half-foot ceilings and the front door casing of
hand-carved oak came from Oregon. The first story includes a den,
living room, three bedrooms, and in the rear ell a kitchen-dining room
and the bathroom. Under the kitchen is a wine cellar. The second story
consists of a 30-x-60-foot dance hall and a smaller extra room. An out-
side staircase on the west side leads to these rooms. There are six
inches of sawdust insulation between the first and second floors. This
feature, coupled with the bricked inside walls of the first floor and
the thick outside logs, makes this a very energy-efficient home. There
are two outbuildings; a one-story log barn, built about the same time

as the house, and a log single-car garage constructed in the 1920's.
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BUILDER/ARCHITECT

Lars Geertson

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Geertson House is architecturally significant as an exceptionally
fine example of an unusually large, well-preserved, and well-constructed

log building from the later nineteenth century.

The builder/owner,

Geertson, known as Lars locally and listed as Louis C. in the 1880

Census, was born in Denmark.
Salmon area in 1866 or 1867.
ence to the nearby gold mines discovered in 1866.

He and his wife, also Danish, came to the
Salmon, founded in 1867, owed its exist-
Geertson raised cattle

to supply meat for the miners on his 160-acre ranch, which he homesteaded
in 1868. A small rural community known as Geertson Creek developed

shortly thereaf

ter.

In 1872 Geertson began construction on this house, which took him eleven

years to complete to his satisfaction.
house has had several secondary uses.

Throughout its history, the
The ranch commissary served area

settlers as well as travelers on the Red Rock-Salmon City Stage Line.
It was also the scene of local legal decisions, as Geertson served for
a time as a Territorial Justice of the Peace, and through 1926 many
community social activities took place in the second-story dance hall.

In comparison with other two-story log houses in Idaho--which are rare--
the house is in remarkably good repair and its few alterations have not

changed its character.

Its construction, of chinked hewn logs with

square notching, is found elsewhere in Idaho on a smaller scale and
has precedents in the southern and midwestern United States. It is
interesting to note that Geertson adopted these American construction
tehcniques rather than utilizing North European methods, and that he
applied these techniques on a much more ambitious scale than did his

neighbors.
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