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Fon i i 10-300 U N I T E D S T A T E S D E P A R T M E N T O F T H E I N T E R I O R 
( J u l y 1969) N A T I O N A L P A R K S E R V I C E 

NATIONAL R E G I S T E R OF HISTORIC P L A C E S 
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

(Type all entries — complete applicable sections) 

Mass. 
C O U N T Y : 

N o r f o l k 

FOR NPS USE O N L Y 

E N T R Y N U M B E R 

{ i . NAME 
C O M M O N : 

Moswetuset Hiunmock 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

2. LOCATION GONG. DISTRICT: 11 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

Squantimi S t r e e t about 1,000 f e e t nor theas t o f the i n t e r s e c t i o n o f Morrissely B l v d . 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Q u i n c y 
S T A T E 

Mass. 
C O D E C O U N T Y : C O D E 

S T A T E 

Mass. 
N n r f n l l f 021 

3. CLASStFICATION 
CATEGORY 

(Ctieck One) 

• D i s t r i c t • B u i l d i n g 

Si te • S t ruc tu re 

• O b j e c t 

OWNERSHIP 

3 P u b l i c 

• P r i v a t e 

• Bo th 

Pub l i c A c q u i s i t i o n ; 

[ 1 In P rocess 

I I B e i n g Cons ide red 

S T A T U S 

Occup ied 

I I Unoccup ied 

• P r e s e r v a t i o n work 

i n p r o g r e s s 

A C C E S S I B L E 

T O T H E P U B L I C 

Y e s ; 

• R e s t r i c t e d 

r>3 Un res t r i c t ed 

• No 

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

I I A g r i c u l t u r a l 

[ I Commerc ia l 

I I Educo t i ono l 

[ I En te r ta inment 

i 1 Government 

1 I I ndus t r i a l 

• M i l i t a r y 

I I Museum 

B Park 

I I P r i v a t e Res idence 

I I R e l i g i o u s 

I 1 S c i e n t i f i c 

I I Comments 

f 4 , O W N E R O F P R O P E R T Y 
O W N E R ' S N A M E : 

Commonwealth o f Massachusetts ( M e t r o p o l i t a n DiaCTict^NComiw^xo: 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : V ^ O ^ ^ z ^ * ' 

20 Somerset Street 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Boston 
LOCATfb fTo F" r E G A'CD 1"SC RIP T i 0N~ 

STATE: ^ 

Mass 

C O U R T H O U S E , R E G I S T R Y O F D E E D S , E T C : 

Commonwealth of Massachusetts, Office of the Treasurer 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

State House 
C l T Y O R T O W N : 

Boston 

|6. REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 

Mass. 025 

T I T L E O F S U R V E Y : 

Inventory of the h i s t o r i c assets of the Commonwealth 

D A T E OF S U R V E Y : 1 9 5 3 f f • Federa l 1X1 State I i Coun ty • Local 
D E P O S I T O R Y F O R S U R V E Y R E C O R D S : 

Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission, Office of the Secretary 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

State House 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Boston 
S T A T E : 

Mass. 025 
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|7. DESCRIPTION 
(C/iecft One) 

C O N D I T I O N 
1 

• E x c e l l e n t 3 Good • F a i r • De te r i o ra ted 1 1 Ru ins d l Unexposed 
C O N D I T I O N 

1 fC/iecfc O n e ; fChecfc One) 

• A l > , « J .̂ ^ • U n o l t e r e d n Moved B O r i g i n a l S i te 

C B% T H E P R E S E N T ^ I I C D O R I G I N A L V I / k n o w n ; P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

Moswetusetl Munnock As a promontory lying east of East Squantum Road 

the northern parrTTf^uincy. This arrow-shaped mound i s approached from 

the road across a short and narrow neck. The Hummock i s bounded by the waters 

of Quincy Bay, where the Indians fished, and s a l t marshes which afforded them 

protection. The begetation on the two acre s i t e remains much the smae as when 

the Indians occupied the Hummock i n the early seventeenth century (and before) 

Tour stone bounds are sunk along the north, east and south edges of the Hummocjk 

Dn the south side i s a monument placed there by the Squantum Women's Club. 
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SIGNIFICANCE 

Z 

o 

u 

a: 
t-
</) 
z 

UJ 

PERIOD CChecIt One or More as Appropriate) 

I I P r e - C o l u m b i a n ! CU ^^ th Century 

• 15th Cen tu ry H 17th Century 

Q 18fh Centu ry 

• 19th Centu ry 

• 20th Century 

SPECIFIC DATE<S) (If Applicable and Known) 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Ctieck One or More as Appropriate) 

Abo r i g i n o l 

{ I P r e h i s t o r i c 

g ] H i s t o r i c 

I I A g r i c u l t u r e 

I I A r c h i t e c t u r e 

• Art 

I I Commerce 

1 I Commun ica t i ons 

[ I C o n s e r v a t i o n 

[77] Educa t i on 

1 I Eng inee r i ng 

[ 1 I ndus t r y 

[ I I n ven t i on 

I I L a n d s c a p e 

A r c h i t e c t u r e 

n L i t e r a t u r e 

• M i l i t o r y 

• Mus i c 

• P o l i t i c o l 

n R e l i g i o n / P h i ­

losophy 

[ I Sc ience 

[ I Scu lp ture 

[ I Socio I /Human-

i t a r i o n 

• T h e a t e r 

) I T r a n s p o r t o t i o n 

O Urbdr* Planning 

• Other (Specify) 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

Moswetuset Hiimmock i s the only s u r v i v i n g memorial of the t r i b e of 
Indians from whom the Colony, Province and Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
derived t h e i r name; i n the ear \ i { 1600"s, t h i s small h i l l was the c h i e f seat 
o f Chicatabot, the Sachem o f t h e Massachusetts Indians. Furtheij Moswetuset 

Hummock i s one of the few important -'•ndian s i t e s i n New England t h a t has re 
mained unchanged since i t was occupied by the Indians. The pu r e l y r u s t i c 
form of the Hummock has not been a l t e r e d by modern improvement. I t i s 
s t i l l bounded by the sea where the Indians f i s h e d , the marshes t h a t protectjed 
them from t h e i r enemies and the o r i g i n a l p l a n t i n g grounds of the t r i b e on 
land t o the west. 

Neal's H i s t o r y o f New England, published i n 1747, explains the o r i g i r 
of the name Massachusetts. "The Sachem or Sagamore who governed the 
Indians i n t h i s p a r t o f the country when the English came h i t h e r , had h i s 
seat on a small h i l l , or hfcmmock, c o n t a i n i n g perhaps an acre and a h a l f , 
about two leagues t o the southward o f Boston, which h i l l or hummock l i e s 
i n the shape of an Indian's arrowhead, which arrow-heads are c a l l e d i n 
t h e i r language MOS, or MONS, w i t h O nasal, and h i l l i n t h e i r language i s 
WETUSET; hence, t h i s great Scahem's seat was c a l l e d Moswetuset, which 
s i g n i f i e s a h i l l i n the shape of an arrow's head, and h i s subjects, the Mos 
wetuset I n d i a n s , form whence t i i t h a small v a r i a t i o n of the word, the 
Province received the name MASSACHUSETTS." 
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'Form 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
(Dec. 1968) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY MAP FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) 

\ i . HAMS 

C O M M O N ; Moswetuset Hummock 

A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

\ i . LOCATION" 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B f e R : 

Mass. 

C O U N T Y 

N o r f o l k 

FOR NPS USE ONLY 

E N T R Y N U M B E R 

Sqantum St. about 1,000 feet northeast of the intersection of 

C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Q u i n c y 

Mass . 025 

3. MAP REFERENCE 

4. REQUIREMENTS 

T O B E I N C L U D E D O N A L L M A P S 

1. Property broundaries where requi red. 

2. North arrow. 

3. Latitude and longitude reference. 

C O U N T Y : 

N o r f o l k 

J2ZL 
NATIONAL j.> 

Y>.. REGISTER 

Mm-

02 

S O U R C E : 

U . S . G . S . B o s t o n , S o u t h 

SCALE: 1 : 2 4 , 0 0 0 V 

OATE: 1 9 5 6 





June 4, 1970 

7 

Dr. Vlilliam Kuriagh 
Keeper of the National Register 
Department oi' the Interior 
801 19bii Street m 
Washington, D.C. 20005 

Dear Dr. Murtagh: 

3 ' w^-
11 *J 

I n Ifeissachusetts xie wish t o a v a i l ourselves of pre-cubinisoiou 
of state-oi'med i j roper t ios f o r tiiC Regioter. These four properties 
have been pasocd on by the I-iassachusett.s H i s t o r i c a l Coiiiirdsoion 
at t h e i r I k r c h 17 meeting. 

/nyj '7, OW / ! • Quincy Homestead? 34 But ler Road, Quincy, Norfolk County, 
' which i s already a l i tate lancLTiax-k 

-.^ ^ ( f i t ' 2. Plyinouth Rock, '.later Street , Ply.aouth, Pl:/moutli County. 
' ' This i s already part of the Cole's H i l l National Landitiark, but 

should, f o r obvious reasons be separately l i s t e d i n the Register. 

Then come tvro propert ies which are not located by s t ree ts , Vjut 
which can be located by l a t i t u d e and longi tude. 

nn-'~l > 0 - (Tt^^^' 3- Moswstus.'iet Huinmock, Quincy, Norfolk County, 42 dsg. 
17 -?0 N, Tl^i^^Cr^Jf^WSfnSfSRn seaside s i t e which, vdth a Ghan,Q;e ^ 
in spelling, rt.ave t'ne Coraiionwe^lth its name. Soi^iX-tv^uvn St/iffX^ C, \^COC 

^ ^ - 7 . 4. DiF.hton Rock,. Berkeley, B r i s t o l County, 41 dcg. 48' 51 i ^ , 
(̂T). ^ - X j - /rjj^ 4^ V.'., i s famous f o r i t s in^ysterious in sc r ip t ions ever since j 

Cotton I'lather transcribed thera i n the l a t e 17th century. / v-ji.cCiL u -^^J f 

These s i tes are i n the fo l lovmip C6ngres.3men3' d i s t r i c t s : 

1 , Quincy- Representative James 4. Burke 
2, riyinouth-R.eprGsentative Hastings Keith 
3, Quincy—Representative Burke 
4, Dighton—.Representative Margaret Heckler 1/ 

Yours sincere^y;^, 

Richard hale, -Ict-ing Ghairiaan 
i'lassachusetts H i s t o r i c a l ConiJuisoion 














