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Fonii 10-300 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE M ass.
COUNTY:
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES Norfolk
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER
(Type all entries — complete applicable  sections)

{i. NAME

COMMON:

M oswetuset Hiunmock

AND/OR HISTORIC:

2 LCCATION GONG DISTRICT: 11

STREET AND NUMBER:
Squantimi  Street about 1,000 feet northeast of the intersection of Morrissely Blvd.

CITY OR TOWN:

Quincy
STIC/lTaEss CODE COUNTY: CODE
Nnrfnllf 021
3. CLASStFICATION
CATEGORY ACCESSIBLE
X OWNERSHIP STATUS
(Ctieck One) TO THE PUBLIC
District . Building 3 Public Public Acquisition; Occupied Yes;
Site . Structure . Private [ 1 In Process I | Unoccupied Restricted
Object . Both I | Being Considered . Preservation work ™3 Unrestricted
in progress No
PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
I | Agricultural i 1 Government B Park | | Comments
[ | Commercial 1 | Industrial | | Private Residence
I 1 Educotionol . Military I | Religious
[ | Entertainment I I Museum I 1 Scientific
f4, OWNER OF PROPERTY
OWNER'S NAME:
Commonwealth of Massachusetts (Metropolitan DiaCTict*NComiw”xo:
STREET AND NUMBER: vron oA zn%
20 Somerset Street
CITY OR TOWN: STATE: n
Boston Mass
LOCATfbfToF'rE GA'CD I'SCRIP TiON~
COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC: Z n
. OO0
Commonweal th of Massachusetts, Office of the Treasurer W C
STREET AND NUMBER: M, 2z
State House 0
CITY OR TOWN:
Boston M ass. 025
[6. REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS
TITLE OF SURVEY: ) )
Inventory of thehistoric assets of t he Cormonweal th En

DATE OF SURVEY: 1953f f . Federal K€ State I i County . Local
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

Massachusetts Historical Conmission, Office of the Secretary

STREET AND NUMBER:

State House

CITY OR TOWN:

Boston Mass. 025

STATE:



DESCRIPTION

(Cliecft One)
Excellent 3 Good . Fair . Deteriorated 1 1 Ruins dl  Unexposed
CONDITION .
fCliecfc One; fChecfc ~ One)
Al>«J m . Unoltered n  Moved B  Original Site

C B% THE PRESENT *IICD ORIGINALVI/ known; PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Moswet uset| Miunnock As a promontory |lying east of East Sguantum Road
the northern parrTTf”uincy. This arrow shaped rmound i s approached from
the road across a short and narrow neck. The Hummock i s bounded by t he waters
of Quincy Bay, where thelndians fished, and salt marshes which afforded them
protection. The begetation on thetwo acre site remains much t he snae as when
the Indians occupied the Himock i nt heearly seventeenth century (and before)

Tour stone bounds are sunk along thenorth, east and south edges of the Himoc K 4,4

h t hesouth side i sa nmonument placed there by t he Squantum Vénen's Cl ub.

3 33

70



SIGNIFICANCE
PERIOD CCheclt One or More as Appropriate)
I | Pre-Columbian ! CU A~~th Century Q 18fh Century . 20th Century
15th Century H 17th Century . 19th Century

SPECIFIC DATE<S)  (If Applicable and Known)

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Ctieck One or More as Appropriate)

Abor iginol [77] Education . Politicol O Urbdr Planning
{ 1 Prehistoric 1 | Engineering n  Religion/Phi- * Other (Specity)
g] Historic [ 1 Industry losophy

I | Agriculture [ I Invention [ I Science

I | Architecture I | Landscape [ 1| Sculpture

Art Architecture [ I Socio I/Human-

I I Commerce n Literature itarion

1 1 Communications . Militory Theater

[ I Conservation Music ) | Transportotion

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Moswet uset Himmock i stheonly surviving memorial of thetribe of
I ndians from whomt he Col ony, Province and Commnwealth of Massachusetts
derived their nane; i ntheear\i{ 1600"s, this small hill was thechief seat
of Chicatabot, the Sachem of t heMassachusetts Indians. Furtheij Mswetuset

Hurmock i sone of the fewimportant -'endian sites i nNew England that hasre
mai ned unchanged since i twas occupied by thelndians. The purely rustic
form of t he Hummock has not been altered by nodern improvement. |t i s

still bounded by the sea where thelndians fished, themarshes that protectjed
them from their enemes and theoriginal planting grounds of thetribe on
land tothe west.

Neal's History of New Engl and, published i n 1747, explains theorigir
of the name Massachusetts. "The Sachem or Saganmore who governedt he
Indians i nthis part of thecountry when theEnglish came hither, had his
seat on a small hill, or hfcmrmock, containing perhaps an acre and a half,
about two |eagues tothesouthward of Boston, which hill or humock lies
in theshape of an Indian's arrowhead, which arrow-heads arecalledi n
their language MXB, or MONS, with O nasal, and hill i ntheir languagei s
WETUSET; hence, this great Scahenmis seat was called Moswetuset, which
signifies ahill i ntheshape of an arrow s head, and hi s subjects, the Ms
wetuset Indians, form whence tiith a small variation of theword, the
Province received t he nanme MASSACHUSETTS. "
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
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PROPERTY MAP FORM

(Type  all entries
\i. HAMS
C OMMON;
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AND/OR HISTORIC:

\i. LOCATION"
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3. MAP REFERENCE
SOURCE:
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June 4, 1970

Dr. VIilliam Kuriagh 3" W
Keeper of the National Register 11 *J
Department oi' the Interior

801 19bii Street m

Washi ngton, DC 20005

Dear Dr. Mirtagh:

In Ifeissachusetts xie wish to avail ourselves of pre-cubinisoiou
of state-oi'med ijropertios for tiiC Regioter. These four properties
have been pasocd on by the l-iassachusett.s Historical Coiiiirdsoion
at their Ikrch 17 meeting.

Inyj '7, ow/ le Quincy Homestead? 34 Butler Road, Quincy, Norfolk County,
' which is already a litate lancLTiax-k

-AA (fit' 2. Plyinouth Rock, 'later Street, Ply.aouth, Pl:/moutli County.
This is already part of the Cole's Hill National Landitiark, but
should, for obvious reasons be separately listed in the Register.

Then come tvro properties which are not located by streets, Vjut
which can be located by latitude and longitude.

nn-'~I >0- (Tt 3- Moswstus.'iet Huinmock, Quincy, Norfolk County, 42 dsg.
17 “D N, TINMCrrIIMWSINnSFSRNn seaside site which, vdth a GenQe N
in spelling, rt.ave t'ne CoraiionweMNth its name. SoiNiX-tvuvn - S/iffXA C,\"COC

An-T7 . 4. DiF.hton Rock,. Berkeley, Bristol County, 41 dcg. 48 51 i*,
. A-X - frijj 4~ V.., is famous for its in*ysterious inscriptions ever since i
Cotton I'lather transcribed thera in the late 17th century. [ v4icCiL u-~nJf

These sites are in the follovmip Céngres3men3 districts:

1, Quincy- Representative James 4. Burke
2, riyinouth-R.eprGsentative Hastings Keith

3, Quincy—Representative Burke 1/
4, Dighton—.Representative Margaret Heckler

Yours sincereMy;”,

Richard hale, -Ict-ing Ghairiaan
i'lassachusetts Historical ConiJuisoion





















