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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Grinter Place comprises about eight acres of land and the orig-
inal residence built by Moses Grinter in 1857. The building, which
sits at an angle facing southeast, is situated at the brow of a hill
overlooking the Kansas river. It is two stories in height, the ex-
terior of red, home-kilned brick, and all walls, interior and ex-
terlor, are of solid brick. In style it has been called a "colonial,
southern type farm house," modeled after a Kentucky farmhouse built
by Grinter's uncle in 1800,

The house has a separate kitchen connected to the main house
by a "dog run® ‘which in later years was enclosed, All rooms in the
house are square and have about the same dimensions, approximately
18 feet square. Upstairs there are two bedrooms plus the center hall;
downstairs there are a parlor, dining room, central hall, and the de-
tached kitchen. There are roofed porches on both the north and - -
south fronts.

~ Interior construction is of native walnut and white pine.
work on the columns and cornice moldings was done in St. Louis,
There are five fireplaces, three downstairs and two upstairs. They
were designed with shallow fireboxes which expelled the heat into
the room and throats which prevented the rooms from filling with
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Moses Grinter came to Cantonment Leavenworth in Kansas in
1828 and began operating the first ferry across the Kansas river
in 1831 23 years before Kansas was created as a territory and
30 years before statehood, Since the ferry was located on the
Fort Leavenworth-Fort Scott military road laid out in 1842, it
was vital to the military operations in Kansas. Many emigrants
also used Grinter's Ferry in the 18L40's and 1850's on their way
to California and Oregon,

The first_Kansas post _effice, other than those at military
posts, was established at”this site September 10, 1850, At first
called Delaware, it was renamed Secondine on February 1, 1856,

Brinter operated a trading post at the landing from 1855 to
1860 and built a log cabin where he znd his half-Delaware Indian
wife lived until 1857 when the brick house was completed, That
house is said to be the oldest house”standing in Wyandotte county.

Moses Grinter was the first permanent white settler in what
is now Wyandotte county and one of the earliest in Kansas. His
ferry operation was important to the military, to the westward
movement, and to the commercial development of Kansas and the West,




1c

anson, Harry E,, compiler, A Historical Outline of Grinter Place from 1825
0 1878 (n. p., 1963). — |

History of the State of Kansas (Chicago, A. T. Andreas, 1883), v. 2, p. 1226,

fetter from Forrest R. Holdcamper, The National Archives, Washington, D. C,,
to Mrs. Lela Barnes, July 1k, 1950 (Correspondence files, Kansas State
Historical Society).

Lutz, Rev, J. J., "The Methodist Missions among the Indian Tribes of Kansas,"

Kansas Historical Collections, v. 9 (1905-06), see notes pp, 203-205,

rorgan, Perl W., editor, History of y§andotte County, Kansas, and Its People

(Chicago, Lewis Publishing Co., s PP. 13, 88,

CRAPHICAL DATA = - .
LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES LATITUDE AND LONGITU COORDINATES
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PRoPERTY |0 DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY
R OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES
CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGI!TUDE
Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW o . - ° , " o , - o ’ "
Ne | ° o+ = e . .|| 39 oh 27| 94 L5 33
SE ° ’ " ° ' » T
SW ] » o . » \-—‘1@
APPROXIMAT v, = =T
OXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERT 3.19 Pl \\‘ \
ILIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING'STATE 88 (':'OUNT,‘(\«'B@QDARIES(‘/\\
4
T ~¥ X
STATE: . CoDE | counTy ! > S - cobE
-~ D f{
L . S, N
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: K(: < ;S\;O / copE
< .
‘(: ) } \"> / /
5\ o b f&fﬂ ;
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: E NN N copE
\‘\l - - T/,"‘-/(’(\/:/
STATE: ) CODE | COUNTY: TSl L coDbE

NAME AND TITLE?

. Richard D, Pankratz, Planner

ORGANIZATION DATE

Kansas State Historical Society Beptember 11, 197

STREET AND NUMBER:

120 West 10th St.

CITY OR TOWN: STATE CODE

Topeka Kansas 66612 20

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law I hereby certify that this property is included in the

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion National Register.

in the National Register and certify that it has been

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set

VI ae

forth by the National Park S ice. The recommended S NG
or y the atio ark Servie er Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Presery

level of significance of this nomination is:

National [} State (X1 Local [] JAN25 1977

27 Date
b
Ay

ATTEST:

ritle BXecutive Secretary, Kansas State L&M 7(

Historical Society J tisc | Y

eeper o e egiste
NOV 2 171670

Name

Date October 12, 1970 Date

33§

SNOI11D2N¥LSNI



wEE 1SN ol16 *Buot oo '
ule N0 68 981 S
000°172 =T aTeOg .
(TS5T) woTTTASpIEMPH, dey ' BRI R S I
oTduexpend gL °S °D °S ‘1 o | o .S i

\
W

{AINMY HS)

(O8
i RN
Ny N

u !
G

H ¥oumn! v
/ SOl

EIV M AL ) BwL AN W

- a

e Al EESNY W




