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The 
school 

house, 
a 

two-level 
structure 

53 
by 

33 
feet, 

Is 
built 

of 
dressed 

native 
sandstone which 

car* 
fron a quarry east 

of 
Springfield. 

The 
stone 

of 
varying 

sizes 
and 

Interlocking 
at 

the 
corners 

of 
the 

building 
is 

laid up with 
adobe nor tar 

in 
rando"! ashlar 

style. 
Although 

the 
adobe rortar 

on 
the 

exterior 
walls was 

originally exposed 
to 

the 
elements, 

it 
i; 

no 
longer 

visible 
under 

a 
sealer 

of 
concrete 

epplie^ 
in 

the 
early 

1920s. 
The 

original 
baser>5nt 

steps 
of 

sandstone 
ere 

concealed 
under 

a wooden 
cellar-type 

door, 
and 

are 
no 

longer 
used 

for 
entry. 

The r.vain 
entrance 

is 
to 

the 
upper 

level, 
reached 

by a 
double 

set 
of 

concrete 
steps 

with 
an 

iron 
handrail.

The 
cable 

roof 
is 

covered with cedar 
shingles. 

A 
belfry for 

the 
school 

bell 
was 

part 
o* 

the 
original 

building, 
but 

the 
date 

cf 
its 

removal 
is 

unknown 
to 

the 
present 

owners. 
A 

brick chi--ey v:as 
also part 

of 
the 

original 
structure; 

now retal 
vent 

pipes 
serve 

the 
sa-.e 

purpose. 
The 

eaves 
are 

boxed and 
plain 

as 
is 

the 
cornice. 

The 
pidin^nt 

is 
ornamented with 

the 
date, 

"1633," 
in 

bold 
stone 

relief 
high ebove 

the 
archod 

doorway. 
The 

original 
wida 

arch'.vay 
is 

partially 
filled 

in with 
brick of 

the 
sa.-e 

reddish 
tsn 

coio' 
3s 

the 
s-j.nditcne, 

and 
a 

dcor 
is 

centered 
in 

the 
s
e
l
l
e
r
 

opening. 
In 

the 
brlckcd-in 

area 
above 

the 
doer 

where 
formerly a 

transom was 
hung 

th3 
Masonic 

e~ble-~i 
indicates 

t~e 
present 

use 
or 

the 
building.

The 
lowar-!evel, 

or 
base-snt 

'windows 
are 

recessed about 
a 

foot, 
showing 

ihe 
thickness 

of 
the 

stone v.aii;. 
7~ese windows 

are 
covered with outside 

shutters. 
The main 

f! cor 
winJcv.'S. 

c°ce 
ID 

a, 
narrow and 

recessed, 
are 

now 
flush with 

the 
outside walls. 

They 
have 

teen 
partially 

closed end 
stuccoed except 

for 
the 

top 
portion.

The 
first 

school 
house 

in Soringfield, 
a 
well-preserved 

example 
of 

pioneer 
prairie 

architecture, 
has 

ro 
tree 

or 
shrub 

to 
obscure 

its 
stark 

lines. 
It 

sits 
alone 

on 
its 

plot 
of 

ground 
wnicn 

is 
covered with 

the 
buffalo 

grass 
native 

to 
Colorado 

end 
the 

western 
plains, 

a 
r.onu-ent 

to 
the 

sectlers 
who canve West 

in 
the 

late 
nineteenth centur>.

PCRiO
D

A
r.;

1400-U
J»

iB
O

O
-1599 

—
A

G
B

1C
U

LIU
R

E

1
6
0
0
-»

6
»
 

ILA
R

C
H

ItE
C

TU
R

E

1
7
0
0
-I7

«

—
1900-

SPECIFIC DATES
1825

S
T
A
T
E
M
E
N
T
 OF S'GNlFiCANCE

Settlers whc ca.-e 
to 

the 
1830s were 

like 
their 

ancesto 
They brought 

their 
place 

n^-^s 
in 

the, 
then, 

Las Anirras 
Coun- 

east 
to 

the Rocky Mountains 
c," 

Springfield. 
The 

hcx-.esteadcrs

In 
18S9 

the 
new county c" 

election 
in November, 

Sprinaf: 
1839, 

the Windsor Town Ccrcany. 
H. 

M. 
Hclntire, 

deeded 
to Sprl 

lots, 
"for 

and 
in 

ccnsideratic 
settler's 

dug-out 
hone 

a 
schcc

Lacking 
lurrber 

on 
the 

tre.: 
struction of 

the 
school 

house. 
was 

a red-headed 
Irlshran who * 

Colorado by 
train 

In 
December, 

to be when he 
fired one of 

the 
. 

because a 
stone was 

out 
of 

lir» 
wtn 

In charge of 
the 

carpenters 
plaster work. 

Both of 
these rsr- 

Windsor Town Conpany organized 
L- 

Laborers, 
at 

this 
tine, 

were 
pa 

themselves. 
Estimated cost 

of 
t

School 
sessions 

In 
the earl 

in tarty October and closed 
in - 

school 
closed, 

Professor Georc* 
of 

entertainiTsent 
In 

the 
bui'-ir.j 

Day, 
February 

22, 
1833, 

th* Gra- 
served oysters 

at 
the 

school 
>cu= 

entertainr«nt 
at 

the 
school. 

lr
" 

Baptist ministers were 
held at 

: 
also cc-ivened 

here, 
according 

to 
f. 

the 
county 

took 
the 

required 
U3: 

was 
truly a 

conriunlty center: 
e 

Of 
the 

hardy settlers 
in 

those 
e
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û)
-X
n

<

T)
CJ
in u.
in O
<XJ
V.

"XJ ft)

u. O
O 4,4

I/.
—— 1!
.- JT 
r^ H-

X)

in *
•— TJ

- «•

L
0

.ct •—
»J t-
._ <J)

V 
O <LI

•o .r.

r- r 
O

• — u.
u

en 4.J
c u.
"3 'i

i»-
(U O
V , in
a) n "T J 1) 
C *.l

4J *J

f.' r i/i a/ ... </i
> I**

X»
l_

ai c
<V C

TJ !4~
01 O
in
~ 4-*

1>

U in

f~ • —
o .n

o ~u
C- 

(0

?! >- <0 Xl
••) -a
r .i>
u .c

_*.-.
CJ

X)

~
fl
0

'in*

CI
-C

o**•-

>.
«t—
••-

*J
O I1

J7 i_
tJ

It
0 ?i
(j r

? j.

C. .1

r i) 
:j D 

u
. — in
,-- ."-
TI ro

9 "

... 41
C >
u. O
O n
U Ifc

PI .r
.r ui

X'

11

'u "-3
._

••0 Q>
— - r"
a o
T/ :/!
c

4J
.V < —
O •—

• — P3
V. )
.a i/i
,rt it

* r r .-

•ti w

-— QJ
'"• *••"
• - r*
|»- rj

u >.
. —— r/.

Dl
C
~1

X.

,n
in
i

Sr
1_

ra
>>

PI C
.'•' •—

«>
,L~ '
/ J V/\

U
tr> Pt<
u! i '
._ 4.1

6 r1 
J". l\

(!)
- 'XJ

S
in

T
6

fl>.c
3 —
0 X

r i/i *J c

D .n *j w



JjM
T

E
D

 ST
A

T
hS D

fcPA
.-U

M
tN

T
 O

h THfc: IN
T

tR
IO

R
N

A
TIO

N
A

L PA
R

K
 SER

VIC
E

N
A

TIO
N

A
L REG

ISTER O
? H

ISTO
R

IC
 PLA

CES 
IN

V
EN

TO
R

Y
-N

O
M

IN
A

TIO
N

 FO
RM

F.EO
E.VE3

CT. r 
'"^

C
O

N
TIN

U
A

TIO
N

 SH
EET S

ig
n

ific
a

n
c
e

ITE
M

 N
U

M
B

E
R

 
8

PAG
E

When 
the 

schoc! 
closed 

in 
the 

spring 
of 

1920 
the 

years 
as 

educational 
and 

corvrunity 
center 

were 
over 

for 
the 

rock 
school. 

A 
new building 

replaced 
It. 

In 
August 

of 
that 

year 
the 

school 
district 

electors 
voted 

to 
sell 

the 
building which 

had 
echoed with 

children's 
voices 

for 
nearly 

31 
years. 

A 
new era 

began when 
Jt

bscane 
the 

ho^ne 
of 

a 
fraternal 

organization.

The 
Springfield 

Masonic 
Te~Dle Association 

acquired 
the 

school 
house 

in 
1921, 

but 
the 

property was 
not 

deeded 
to 

the 
croup 

until 
January, 

'925- 
The 

school 
district's 

beard 
o~ 

directors, 
W. 

A. 
Thompson, 

president, 
R. 

F. 
Flint, 

treasurer, 
and 

Victor 
G. 

Baker, 
secretciry, 

accepted 
the 

S'j^. of 
$1 ,606 

for 
the 

school.

The 
Springfield 

r'jsor.tc 
Lodae 

No. 
153 

received 
its 

charter 
in 

September, 
1922. 

Eight 
years 

later 
in October, 

1330, 
->e 

Springfield 
Chapter, 

Order 
of 

Eastern Star 
N'o. 

13' 
was 

organized, 
end 

1 ] ka 
the 

Masons 
continue 

to reet 
regularly 

In 
the 

stone 
buiidlng. 

The 
Order 

of 
Rainbow Asserbly 

No. 
65 was 

started 
in 

Hay, 
19-'<9( 

and 
the 

Crd-2r 
o> 

DiMo'ay 
in 

Kirch, 
1355- 

However, 
the 

OeHolay 
is 

no 
longer 

active. 
Royal 

Arch 
Masons 

Chapter 
No. 

56 >.'3? 
chartered 

in 
September, 

1957. 
The nain 

floor 
of 

the 
building 

is 
used 

for 
th-2 

r.eetircs 
c' 

thf>se 
gro-ips, 

and 
in 

the 
basement 

is 
the 

kitchen 
and 

dining 
area.
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