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sandston2 are concealed uader a woocen cellar-type door, and are no longer used
for entry. Th2 nain entrance is to the upper level, reached by a double set of
concrete steps with an iron kandrail. .

Tha gable roof is cove
was part of the original wu
present oaners. A brick ch
vant pipas serve tha sa~e pu
The padimeznt is ornavcented w

i

4 with cedar shingles. A b2ifry for the schoodl bell
umwm. but th2 date cf its removal is unknown to the

—- ‘p

the cdate, "I333," in bold stone relief high abave
3

m~2y was alsa part of th2 original structure; now ratal
rpnse., Tha eaves are boxed and plain as is the cornice.
ith

L L4 SIGNIFICANCE
CCNDITION CHECKX ONE CHECK ONE
__EXCELLENT _DETERIOAATED —UNALTERED X _orGINALSITE PEROD .
XGoov RS L aurereo _MOVED  DATE_______ < PREMISTORC  __ARCHEOLOGY PREMISTOR'
—FAIR —UNDXPCSER —-1400-t438 ~ARCHEOLOGY -H'STCRIC
DESCR.BE THE PAESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNCWN! PHYSICAL APPEARANCE —1800-1339 —ASRICULTURE B
—1663-1633 X _ARCHITECTURE X
The schcol house, 2 two-level structure 53 by 33 feet, is built of dressed —1700-1789 —aa1 .
native sendstone which cere fron a quarry east of Springfiald. The stone of X1eoo-18s9 —COMMER, -
varying sizes and interlincking at the corners of the building is laid up with —1800- ~—COMMUNICATIONS -
adobe rortar in random ashlar style. Althcugh tha adobe rortar on the exterior . -
walls was originally exposad to the elements, it i3 no longer visible under
sealer of cencrete applied in the early 12205. The original basement steps of ! SPECIFIC DATES

1825
STATEMENT OF SiGNIFICANCE

Settlers whe carze to the
1830s were like their ancestor .
They brought their place na=mas
in the, then, Las Aaimas Coun-.
east to the Rocky Mountains cn
Springfield. The hom=steadars

{n 1853 tha new county ¢~
election in November, Sprinz?®!

- o

tha archad coorway. Th2 orizinal wida archway is partially filled in with brick of

tha sare reddish tan ¢nig” 25 tha szadsteone, and a coor is centered in the smaller )
opening. In thz bricked-in zres muo<w the docr where formarly a transom was hung,

the Masonic emblem indicates th2 present use of tha building.

The lover=leval, nt windows are recessed abcut a foot, showing the
thickness of the stone is. ~25¢ windcws are covered with cutside shutters,
The main floor wini 2, rarrow and raczessed, are now flush with the

cutside walls, Thay pave tee partially closed and mncnnoma except for the top
portion,

qrm.mqmmmoyooMroumwmamuwm:mmmm_n.mxw_¢-U1mwmw<mmmxmﬂv_momvuo:mmw
prairie architecture, has r2 trz= or shrub to cbscure its stark linas. It sits
alone on its plot of ground wnich is covered with the buffalo grass native to

Colorado and tha western slains, a monument to the sectlers who case West in the
late ;_31rmu31r century.

1839, the Windsor Town Ccrgany
H. M. Mcintire, deeded to Szri
Tots, "for and in considaratis
settler’'s dug-out hore a3 schac

Lacking lucber on the tre
struction of the school house.
was a red~headed Irishman who !t
Colorado by train in Decerber,
to be when he fired one of the
brcause a stone was out of iir2
win in chargs of the carpanters
plaster work. Both of these m20
Windsor Town Company organizzd
Laborers, at this time, were pa
themselves, Estimated cost of t

Schoo! sessions In the ea”i
in =arly October and closed in <
school closed, Professor G2orc2
of entertainment in the building
Day, Fabruary 22, 1833, tha Gra~!
servad cysters at the school Tous
entertajn~ent at the school. in”
Baptist ministers ware hald at t-
also coavened here, according to

i the county took tha reguirzd t22
was truly a community cantesl -
of the hardy settlers in those @
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When the schoe! closed in the spring of 1920 the years ss educational and
community center were over for thes rock school. A new building replaced it. In
August of that y=ar the school district electors voted to sell the building which
had echoed with children's voicas for nearly 31 years.

A new era began when it
became the home of 2 fraternal organization.

Tho Springfield Masonic Te~sle Association acquired the scheol house in 1921,
but the property was rot deedad to ths ¢r until January, 1925. The school district's
board of directors, W. A. Thompson, or , R. F. Flint, treasurer, and Victor G.
Baker, secretary, accepted the sum of for the school. .

The Springfield Masonic taodze its charter in Sa2ptember, 192Z.
Eight years later in Gctaber, 1332 ield Chapter, Order of Eastern Star
Ho. 121 was organized, and liks ths to reet regularly In the stone

" buiiding. The Order of Rainbow Ass £ started in May, 13849, and the
Crdar of DaMolay in harch, 1335, Fowevar, tha DeMolay is no longer active. Royal
Arch Pasons Chepter No. 55 was chartared in September, 1357, The main floor of the
Building is used for ths rnizetirgs of these groups, and in tha basement is the kitchen
and dining area, ‘
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Couaty, {Colo.) Deed Bock 6, p. 101 (1839).
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Springfield Masonic iodge No. 153.

S

m ?&?o:w.vu.353:3&.
t, Harve C. “History of Springfield’'s Masonic Temple." Unpubtished KS, 1351,

IAGFIELD HERALD: Weekiy editions, 1898 and 1939, Vols. XxI, Xti.
ry, Elmer E., Interviews: forner Clerk of Court for Baca County; mamber of
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