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DNAME 'JC" 
~ HISTORIC Carroll County Courthouse, Eastern District 

AND/OR COMMON 

f) LOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

Public Square 
CITY. TOWN 

Berryville VICINITY OF 

STATE CODE 
Arkansas 05 

DcLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS 
X 

~OCCUPIED _ DISTRICT _PUBLIC 

~BUILDING($) _PRIVATE _UNOCCUPIED 

_STRUCTURE _BOTH _WORK IN PROGRES~ 

_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_OBJECT _IN PROCESS _YES: RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED X... YES: UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

DowNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

Carroll County (Arthur Carter, County Judge) 
STREET & NUMBER 

Carroll County Courthouse 
·CITY. TOWN 

Berryyj J Je _ v1c1NITYOF 

IJLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC. Circuit Clerk 1 s Office 
STREET & NUMBER 

Carroll County Courthouse 
CITY. TOWN 

Berryyj 11 e 

II REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

NOT FOR PUBLICATION 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

Third 

PRESENT USE 

--AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL -PARK 

_EDUCATIONAL _PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

-ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

~GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRI~L -TRANSPORTATION 

_MILITARY _OTHER : 

STATE 

Arkansas 

STATE 

Arkansas 

_FEDERAL _$TATE _COUNTY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN STATE 



DnESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

X....GOOD 

_fAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

x....ALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

X....ORIGI NAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Carroll County Courthouse at Berryville was originally a two storey structure 
measuring approximately 46 feet by 56 feet. BuiJ .t of pressed brick made at the 
construction site, the 1880 structure's facade consisted of three inset bays. 
Semi-elliptical brick arches marked the window and door surrounds, and a 
decorative pattern worked in brick spanned the facade at the roof line. Simple 
brickwork ornamentation softened the harsh 1 ines of the original rectangular 
flat-roofed building. 

The enlargement of the courthouse in 1904-1905 transformed it into the present 
structure, measuring · approximately 90 feet by 100 feet. Using•Ted brick to 
match the original, a third floor with mansard roof was added to the original 
two storey structure. · The facade retained its three inset bays, but lost the 
brickwork ornamentation at the original roof 1 ine. The most striking change 
to the building came with the addition of two square towers at each corner of 
the facade. These four storey towers added greatly to the imposing appearance 
of the courthouse. 

The arched window openings were replaced with rectangular openings trimmed with 
1 imestone 1 intels and lugs ills. The brick arched center bay entry was replaced 
with a cut 1 imestone arch matching the window trim. This entry style was repeated 
at the central bay openings on both the second and third floors. Paired brackets 
were used to decorate the boxed cornice and frieze of both the main structure 
and the two attached towers. The last major work on the building occurred in 
1935 when the exterior :·brick was painted and a basement was added. 

The first two floors in the interior are a·rranged·•witn a central hall opening 
on to several offices along each side. A wide stairway in the southeast corner 
winds ·from th;e first to the second and third floors. Plaster above tongue­
in-groove wainscoting is used throughout the interior of the building. 

Most of the third storey is taken up by the courtroom which has a seating 
capacity of three hundred persons. A decorative wooden railing separates the 
judge's bench, witness stand and jury box from the spectator's area. Of 
special interest in this room are the iron grilled clerk's enclosure and the 
stamped metal ceiling. 

Both inside and out the Carroll County Courthouse at Berryville is reminiscent of 
the turn-of-the-century era in which it was built. As Berryville's most 
important historic landmark, the courthouse is also the city's most architecturally 
significant structure. 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE-- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHISTORIC -ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _ LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _RELIGION 

_1400-1499 -ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _LAW _SCIENCE 

-1500-1599 _AGRICULTURE _ECONOMICS _LITERATURE _SCULPTURE 

_ 1600-1699 X-ARCHITECTURE _EDUCATION _MILITARY _SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

-1700-1799 _ART _ENGINEERING _MUSIC _THEATER 

X-1800-1899 _ COMMERCEr' • , _EXPI,ORATION/SETTLEMI',NT t _PHILPSOPHY _TRANSPORTATION 

X-1900- _COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY .>LPOLITICS/ GOVERNMENT _OTHER (SPECIFY) 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ ARCHITECT J . P. Fancher 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

When Carroll County, Arkansas, was established in 1833, the town of Carrollton 
was chosen by a board · of commissioners to be the county sec;~t. : During the next 
forty years three new counties were created from lands originally in Carroll 
County. These boundary changes left Carrollton on the eastern edge of a 
greatly reduced county. Inevitably, a demand arose that the county seat be 
moved to a more centrally located site. 

After much controversy and two elections; the Carroll County seat was moved from 
Carrollton to Berryville in 1875. On May 10 of that year County Judge A. Fanning 
appointed a commission to select a site in Berryville for the new county buildings. 
Commissioners E. J. Black, J. S. 0 1 Neal and Isaac Plumlee pu~ased from Blackburn 
H. Berry a lot on which to build the courthouse. Berry then donated a tract of 
land just east of the courthouse site to be used as a public square. 

R. H. Jones prepared the plans and specifications for Berryville 1 s first 
courthouse. On De~:ember 6, 1880, the contractt fo n construction ·of the new . 
courthouse was awarded to J. P. Fancher, who estimated building costs at $8,997.50. 
The originaL tw~-storey _ bt:"ick: .and .. stone struct\Jre was completed , and first occupied 
in the autumn of 1881. A central hall was located ori the first floor of this 
46 feet by 56 feet . bu iJding. The , second floor contained a large court room and 
two small jury rooms. 

Soon after the courthouse at Berryville was completed in 1881, citizens in the 
western part of the county began to move to have a second county seat established 
at Eureka Springs. ln . the . early 1880 1 s this health spa community grew very 
rapidly. The mountainous terrain and the frequent floods of the King•s River 
made travel between Eureka Springs and the county seat at Berryville quite 
hazardous. In 1883 the Arkansas General Assembly reacted favorably to the demand 
for a second Carrol 1 Co~nty . Courthouse at Eureka Springs. The Berryville 
Courthouse remained, and Carroll County became one of several Arkansas counties 
with two seats of government. 

In 1904-1905 the Berryville Courthouse was enlarged when a third storey was 
added on top of the original flat-roofed structure. Other additions included a 
mansard roof covering the third floor, two four-storey towers at the northeast 
and southeast corners of the building, and an extension of the rear of the 
building. Brick used in these additions matched the original brick. The original 
interior wal 1 coverj! ing of plaster above tongue-in-groove pine wainscoting was 
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ACREAGEOFNOMINATEDPROPERTY leSS than one acre 
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ZONE EASTING 
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NORTHING 

Dl.t.J I I 1 l I I I I I I 
VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME / TITLE 

Dia nna Kirk , Historian 
ORGAN IZATION DATE 

Arkansas Historic Preservation Program 3-11-75 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

300 ~lest Markham 501-371-1639 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Ljttle Rock Arkansas 

fSSTATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION 
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS: 

NATIONAL_ STATE __ LOCAL~ 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665). I 
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that · h been evaluat~ according to the 

criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service . A , ~ / ./ ~ 
FEDERAL REPRESENTATIVE SIGNATURE Anne Bartley . ~· ~ 
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also copied in the 1904-1905 improvements. These early twentieth century 
alterations to the building cost about $7,000.00, and transformed the courthouse 
into Berryville's most architecturally interesting structure . Though it has 
no definable style, the courthouse is reminiscent of the late Victorian period 
in which it was constructed. 

After 90 years of service the Carroll County Courthouse is no longer large 
enough to accomodate county government offices. As soon as county offices are 
moved tQ another building, the lower floor of the courthouse will be used as 
office space for the County Welfare Department. The second floor will be used 
as a meeting place for the Carroll County Historical Society, while the Carroll 
County Museum will occupy the third floor. 

Over the years Berryville's Carroll County Courthouse served many purposes in 
addition to housing the eastern district county offices. It has been used by 
church groups, for dramatic productions, lectures, and community meetings, and 
as a storm shelter and improvised hospital. Its past and present usefulness, 
and its late Victorian architectural features combine to make the Carrol 1 
County Courthouse a most significant historic structure in Berryville. 
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COUNTY RICH IN HIST RY SEEKING TO PRESERVE .. 
~ The C9arroll C9ounty Historical Society 

Organized Nineteen Hundred Fifty-Five 

BERRYVILLE, ARKANSAS 

COPY of letter sent to: 

Barbara Woodward, Deputy Director 
Arkansas Historic Preservation Program 
Little Rock, Ark. 72201 

Dear Ms Woodward: 

August ll, 1976 

Regarding your letter of March 16 concerning the nomination of 
the 1880 Carroll County Courthouse to the National Register, 
we would appreciate information as to when we can expect 
information on the action of the National Committee. 

The State Committee unanimously approved our application on 
March 9 and forwarded it to the National Committee. 

We note that several structures in different sections of the 
state have been selected, some built much later than our 
Courthouse. 

Since our application was made, the Carroll County Heritage 
Center has been moved to the third floor of this courthouse and 
'is open 40 hours a week and .is attracting many visitors despite 
the fact that work on cases, displays and indexing are underway. 

Sincerely. 

~~~£( 
Carroll County Historical Society 



~ COUNTY RICH IN HISTORY 

: The r9arroll r9ounty Historical Society 
Organized Nineteen Hundred Fifty-Five 

BERRYVILLE, ARKANSAS 

August 11, 1976 

Congressman John Paul Hammerschmidt 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear John Paul: 

Am enclosing copy of a letter I sent to the Arkansas 
Committee of Historic Prese~vation in regard to having 
the old courthouse in Berryville added to the Register. 

The State Committee recommended that this building be 
included last March 9 and sent it on to the National Committee, 
where apparently it has been forgotten. 

Wish you would look into its status for us because we 
believe the old building should be preserved. 

Sincerely, L/ 
~·~~~ 

Klute Braswell 
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,DHN, PAUi. HAMMERSCHMIDT 
"f.HIRD DISTitiCT, ARKANSAS 

HOME ADDRitSS: -~• 
HARRISON, ARKANSAS 

WASHINGTON ADDRESS: 
2453 RAYBURN BuiLDING 

WASHINGTON, D .C . 2011111 

PHONJ<o 2211-4301 

Qtongrt~~ of tbt Wnittb ~tatt~ 
J)ouse of ~epresentatibes 
Uta~tngton, J).€:. 20515 

COMMITTEES: 
PUBLIC WORKS 

IIUIICOMMITTEJ!S, 

AVIATION 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

WATER RESOURCES 

VETERANS' AFFAIRS 

SU8COMMrn'mall 

CEMETERIES 
COMPENSAnON AND PENSION 

INSURANCE 
HOSPITALS 

\ 

August 18, 1976 
SELECT COMMITTEE ON AGING 

Mr. Klute Braswell 
111 Pritchard Street 
Berryville, Arkansas 72616 

Dear Klute: 

Thank you for your recent letter telling me of 
the difficulty you have encountered in trying to find 
out what action has been taken by the national com­
mittee with regard to the recommendation that the 1880 
Carroll County Courthouse be added to the National 
Register. 

I am pleased to be in touch with appropriate 
officials here in Washington to ask for a status re­
port on this recommendation. 

Just as soon as I have anything to report, I 
will be back to you. 

With kind regards, 

JPH/rcc 

Transcribed from Dictation 

bee: Mr. Ira Whitlock~ 

Sincerely yours, 

JOHN PAUL HAMMERSCHMIDT 
Member of Congress 
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE 
ARKM!SAS 

Date Entered !\IG 2 'Z 1976 

Nilllle 

l Corroll County Courthouse, Eastern 
District 

M•:3r•tecmery County Courth.ouue 

Also Notified 

Hon. John L. HcClella.n 
Hon. Dale Bu.'npera 
Uon., John P, Htulmerschmidt 

Reg:f.onal Director ~ Southtmst Region 
j PR Matt 8/31/76 
L-----' 

Location 

Berryville 
Carroll County 

Ht.. Ida 
Montgomery County 

Stata Historic Preservation Officer 
Ms . Anne Bartley 
Aeting Dir~ctor. Department of 

"atural and Cul tural Heritage 
~l'hn 011 fitc.tc Houoe 
300 l est Har kham 
Little nock . Arkansas 72201 

INT: 29~0-75 



H34-PR 

SEP 1 197B 

Honorable Jobn Paul a.aerscbmidt 
House or pr entatives 
Waahi n, D.C. 

Th ou for your letter concerning the nomination of tb Carroll 
County Courtbou.ae, Berryrtlle, Arkansas, to the ational Register 
of Historic Places. 

We are pleased to advise you that th Carroll eounty Courthouse w 
ntered in the N tional. giater on Augu.at 27 1 1916. The encl.osed 

leaflet describes the ational Register progr 

We appr ciate your intere t in historic preservation. 

Sincere yours, 

William J. Murtagh ( Sgd . ); 

Acting Assooiat 
D1r etor 

Enclosures 
: Incomming attachments returned) 

bee: 
Ms • Anne Bartley 
Acting Director, Department of 

Natural and CUltural Heritage 
The Old State House 
300 West Markham 
Little Rock, Arkansas 72201) w/cy inc. 
Regional Director 1 South est) 

Director's Reading File 
p 

PH 
L-Curry) 
IS) 
IS-Dir 's Chron ~ 
FNP:JKulczycki:bac:B-31-7 

(BASIC FilE R 
E T AJNED JN IR) 



DATE: '/I' /71, 
Reviewer INITIALS r.Sflil( 

~ OOE 1 

. . A 2 7 1976 . I 

at a eet 

NAME AS IT APPEARS IN FEDERAL REGISTER: ~ 
OTHER . NJI.J.'.ES: 

~~ 
JD~ 

LOCATION: \ 
STREET&NUMBER p~ ~ 
CITY. TOWN B.II'U"'l....a-~ a _·· · CONGAE~~~ll~AL DISTRICT :s 

~ - ..--- -·VICINITY OF 

STATe A ...~"A. -~ () 5"' . COUNTY 

~ 
codeo/S _ 

OWNER OF PROPERTY: <circlel 

ADMINISTRATOR(underline) 

PRIVATE STATE LOCAL GOV'T MUNICIPAL~ OTHER 

FEDERAL(AGENCY NAME): 

NPS REGION: (CIRCLE ) N.ATLANTIC MID ATIJ.t~TIC SOUTHEAST J1IDWEST 

@trrmw ROCKY MOUNTAIN ~TEST PACIFIC NORTHWEST 

FEATURES: UJtrERIOR 
~stantially intact~~ 
_unknown- 4 

E~RIOR 

~tantially intact-2 
unknown .- 5 

ENVIRONS 
_ S~stantiallv intact:-3 
~own-6 

_ not applicable - 7 =not applicable -: 8 _ _ Not applicable-9 

CONDITION_. -~LLENT 

¥ooD 
_FAIR 

_Interior , exterior, environs not intact-0 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUIIjS 

_UNEXPOSED 

_unexcavate~ 

_UNALTERED 

~ERED 
_Reconstructed 
-Excavated 

~IGINALSITE 
_MOVED 

_unknown 

ACCESS- Yes-res tricted ~s-unrestri~ No access Unknown 

historic district? YES 

WITHIN NATIONAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICT? YES 
IF YES, . NAME: 

WITHIN NATIONAL HISTORIC LANDMARK? YES 
IF YES , NAME : 

ADAPTIVE USE: YES 

FUN.CTION (S): 

then-

now-

SIGNIFICANCE: 

-ARCHEOLOGY·PREHISTORIC -LANDSCAPE ARCH!!ECTURE _RELIGION _entertainment 
-ARCHEOLOGY ·HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _LAw/Gov' t/politics _SCIENCE _health 
~CULTURE _ECONOMICS _UTEAATUAE _recreation 
· HITECTURE _EDUCATION _MIUTAAY --SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN _settlement 
-ART _ENGINEERING _ _MUSIC _socio/cultural 
_COMMERCE -EXPLORATION. ~OSOPHY _TRANSPORTATION __urban & commun 
_COMMUNICATIONS _lNDUSTRY TICS/GOVERNMENT _OTHER I SPECIFY) planning 

-lNVENTION 

Claims -
"first~ YES ~ ~t oldest~ YES ~ 'tonly!..! YES ~ 

I 

j 

_., 



t' 

ARCHITECTURAL STYLE! 

architccVm .builder: 

. landscapo/garden designer: 

interior decorator: 

I ETHNIC GROUP: 

NAMES: 
(label role 

& 
appropriate date) 

personal · 

events 

institutional 

engineer: 

.artis t/ar tis an: 

huilde1/contractor: 

_:r. P.F~ 

DATES! DATE OF CONSTRUCTION (Specific date or 1/4 ofcentury): J81Q 
DATE<s> oF "MAJOR" ALTERATIONs: llfo't-oS' A~>o,~o~ O• "'q)W&G.',~.t. 

"f\'\\QI) ~oft., ~ ~ot: "t 
HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT DATE(S): 

SOURCE! (OF NOHINATION) PRIVATE LOCAL GOV"T MUNICIPAL COUNTY 

OTHER FEDERAL AGENCY: 

ACREAGE; (to nearest tenth of an acre) ~ ~-

1 
SIGNIFICANCE:(maximum two sentences) 

• .a..-...... 

~ ~ ..... ~ ~· ~lo.(..C..c~ 
,._. ~\)J.\..~\~E. : ~~UiL~ \b\.~ '~~do.. 

~\)\\,.-{", 



ATIONAL REGISTER DATA SHEET 
vicinity of 

3 l@so~CEof NOMINATIO~ 
SHPO 

X X less than 1 
X x glnal site 

ved 
['unknown 

@features: X m X .v INTACT- 2 X 

altered INUCT-0 

ir 

Oruins 
~~unexposed 0 l"econstructed 

P excavated 

T NTACT -0 
a: 
~OUNKNOWN-4 ~:::J UNKNOWN-S >:J UNKNOWN ·6 

~ONOT APPLICAB E·9 Ounex«' z ~ ny APPLICABLE ·7 ~0 NOT APPLI:ABLE -8 

ACCESS- OYES-Restroct x ·-unrestrocted [J~o_Ac_c.e~s 0Unknown [@:!A SE OY X ___ -----'----.-::=---- __ ~I,TORIC DISTRICT?C 

@AREAS OF SIGNIFIC C..::ENGINEE~ING-'1 ::::! LANDSCAPE ~m.yx IT•CStC :JRECREATION·28 

OARCHEOLQGY-pre~lsto IC-2 CCOMMERCE-6 0ENTERHINMEN•·26 0 LAW-Iti //' _ IGION-27 rsETTLEMENT-29 

OARCHEOLOGY-hstom·' OCOJ,lMUNICATIONS-7 0EXPLORATION·I2 []LITERATURE-I' ~ SCIENCE·ZJ ::JURBAN PLANIIING·JI 

::lAGRICULTURE-3 CCONSERVATION-8 OHEALT'·Z' ::lMILITARY-18 [J SOCIALIHUMAN TARIAN-24 ::::JOTHER!SPECIFYl 

OA~CHITECTUR£-4 DECOHOMICS-9 CINDUSTRY-13 '}MUSIC-19 OSDCIAL/CU.TURAL·JD __ _ 

CART-S [lEDUCATION-10 01NYENTION·14 OPHILOSOPHY-20 [JTRANSPORTATION·25 . ~ 

8functions f8dates of 1n - - ~880-1 88 1 
WHEN IIISTOR C Courthouse --~-__, ......... ,.........,' ~'1 '' ' '"' 19~905, enlarged 
CURRENTLY: Government OFC: County -

@arc e J •
1
P. an ef n r r: 

Vernacular eith Ri chardsonian Romanesque e~ements 
@land. n ite t/ g e ( ~ e t 1@} artist: 

- - ----
@NAMES give role & date 

PERSONAL: 

EVENTS: 

INSTITUTIONAL: 

CLAIMS: explain 
first'D 

'oldest' 0 

'only' 0 

Q. ETHNIC GROUP 
~ ASSOCIATION 

neer: 

:ode-

@NATIONAL RE ISTER W ITE-U Brick, 3 stories, rectangular, mansard roof, front center semi lliptical arched entrance 
.._; 

and 2nd1 and 3rd-story windows, flanking 4-story corner towers with pyramidal roofs, rectangular windows with limestone 

voussoirs and k ystones, boxed cornice with paired brackets; -enl ax-.g.ed, 1904-1909-j wi t:h · i n ~ 3rd story and 
r'IO «1- 1 Sri; (" 

ernacular with Richardsonian Romanesque elements • .USed £ontinpqpsl y fio.r "-various county government corner towers 

functions since construction; located in oldest of . a ~ county's ~ seats or government. 

review•n in1t1als _ _[I_da 9/1?)78~_:===::::::=========::::::JIF' ADDITIONAL &PA<..E NEEDED NUMBER& PUT ON REVERSEt;;;;========:::::==:===~ 


